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“FOOD AND FEED FIRST—THEN COTTON

TWO BALES TO THE ACRE ON RICH LAND (FARM OF J. A. WADE, ALEXANDER CITY, ALA.)

NCE more let us impress the necessity, in planning our cropping
operatloons' for 1914, for so arranging that each crop shall go
g where it will result in the greatest return to ourselves and to our
fa“ . And what may be bgat .for a single year is not, very likely, best
or a number of years. For instance, we may have a field that was in
;30.“0“ last year ; that is still fairly fertile; and that would produce a
dﬁ::‘l; l;::;(;gs in 1;)114. 1If we were only farming the land for a single year,
ing demansduscthatp an would be most profitable to us. But good farm-
ot stila. inste *:d w;e 100!‘ be€yond one year and so plan our work that
il moré proda t" gettlng poorer year by year, will become more
it necessauc live. WI_:nlg not an exhaustive cropin itself, the clean
idly depleting irt); ‘tlgrowmg cotton leaves the ground bare, thus rap-
talning rich ladd store of vegetable matter. So, in making and re-
b o ek » 1118 prefers.lbl.e that a soil-improving crop, like peas,
+ Or clover, should go in it at least every other year, and every

year if possible. This is no i !
same land year after year. t possible where cotton is grown on the

T i it
a neet::lel:v?:x Lse:rt::- widespread need for more food and feed crops—
all-cotton system w3 “ﬁ""’ 80 long as our land is impoverished by an
Southern farmer ;lh lil O not by any means believe that the average
staple crops ould elit?mate cotton as a surplus cash crop; for few

P8 Surpass it in this regard. What we should all set our faces

against is its abuse, and the habi
' abit g :
ly. Our feed and fertilizer bills we have of growing it too exclusive-

and our eroded lands a re little less

jm%

than a disgrace. It boots us little if we raise big cotton crops and
spend the net proceeds for materials we can easily raise at home, and
until better practices become the rule, rather than the exception, we will
continue to have poor land and poor people.
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