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. [ PUSH THIS $t OFFER |
2 I' : ‘THE sew regulations issued by the Post-

" 1

b 8 master General mean that hundreds of
4 R, F.D. routes all over the South will be
discontinued unless farmiers take more reading
matter. But of course they ought to take no

geading matter except what is really clean,
healthful and helpful. We offer to any new
subscriber The Progressive Farmer the rest
of this year, “Today’s Magazine for Women”
twelve months, and the Kansas City Weekly
Star twelve months, all for only $1. '

. We know no better clubbing offer, and in
addition' to helping your neighbors and your
R. F. D. route by getting subscriptions, we
will credit you four months on your Progres-
sive Farmer subscription for each dollar you
send us under this proposition. See your
neighbors and send us a club.

lF YOU believe in Land Segregation Between the
Races, or allowing white neighborhoods that
wish to do so to limit future land sales to white
people, now is the time of all times to rush peti-
tions and letters to your members ‘of the Legisla-

ture. Do it now.

HE United States Department of Agriculture

warns Southern growers that stocks of Irish
potatoes now on hand in the North are unusually
large, and that there is no basis for expecting high
prices this spring, as the Southern crop must com-
pete with the heavy Northern supplies.

HILE for general field crops, except along the
: South Atlantic and east Gulf Coast sections,
 potash has not generally been profitable, ex-
ceptions must be made in the case of soils where
_cotton tends to rust. On such lands an application
of from 100 to 200 pounds an acre of kainit will
usually be found profitable.

WRITER wishes to know if turf oats will do
‘A4 to plant in the spring. Turf oats should not be
sown in the spring. For the southern half of the
Cotton Belt probably the Red Rust-proof will be
found best for February seeding, and in the north-
ern half either Burt or Red Rust-proof varieties
may be used for seeding in February and March.

E SURE to read what Dr. Nesom says this

week about the home syrup crop. Nothing is
better than really good cane syrup, but to possess
all those good, old-time, mouth-watering qualities,
care in growing and making is very necessary.
The marketing end, too, is a matter with which we
have trouble, and uniformity of product and proper
packing must be looked to, :

WE DARESAY that of all our fifty-two issues
last year none was more widely appreciated

and commented upon than our Reference Special.

Next week we are expecting to duplicate our per-

- formance of last year, and we are even hoping to
make this Reference Special even better still. Cer-
tain it is, anyway, that it will be packed from
cover to cover with useful farm facts that every
farmer needs, It is not possible to remember
everything we sometimes need to know, but it is
extremely important to have at hand a depend-
able source of information. Such a reference work
will be our issue of next week, and we urge that all
Progressive Farmer readers look for it, read -it
carefully, and then preserve it for future use.

'NDER the heading, “Some Averages Against
Us,” the Citronelte (Ala) Call makes some
centre shots in the following:

“The average Iowa farm has six milk cows;
the average Alabama farm has léss than two.
The average Iowa farm has thirty-six hogs;
the average Alabama farm ha¢ less than five
-(and mighty poor ones at that). - The average

B Towa farm has 108 chickens; the average Ala-

b

bama farm has less ‘than twenty. A well train-

ed investigator has recently announced that in
Georgia (and Alabama is no better, if as good)
the average farm produces less than two eggs
a week for the yearly average; less than two-
thirds of an ounce of butter, and two-thirds
of a pint of milk a day; and only ome-third of
a hog, one-twelfth of a beef, and one-hun-
dredth of a mutton per persom per year.
Twelve of the Southern states import from the

North more than $175,000,000 worth of wheat,
corn, and oats, and the same twelve more than

$48,000,000 of meats, dairy and poultry products,
That's being on the whip-cracker end of the
game, Better change places, gentlemen,
try the other end for a time”

Fertilizers to Reduce the Cost of
Production

ANY of our readers still seem to misunder-

stand our position regarding the use of

Use

commercial fertifizers in 1915, Our position.

this year is nq different from what it has been ev-
ery year. Fertilizers should not be used unless the
increase in the c'rop will pay a profit, with a good
safe margin, above the cost of the fertilizers. On
the other hand, on soils and with crops that I;ave
in our past experience paid aprofit onthe use of fer-
tilizers they should be used this year, and the nec-
essity for the largest yields per acre comsistent
with the most economical production is as urgent
and more so this year than in any recent year.
We are dealing with the same soils and largely

with the same crops, requiring the same treat-

ment, and no false idea of economy should lead
us to restrict the use of fertilizers when this will
lessen our profits, The idea of reducing the fer-
tilizers in order to reduce the total crop of cotton,
so it will bring a better price, would be too ridicu-
lous to even mention were it not tragic in its pos-
sible effects in lessening the earnings of each in-

_ dividual by lessening the yield per acre and in-

creasing the cost of producing a pound of cotton,

By all means reduce the cotton crop, but do so
by reducing the acreage instead of reducing the
yield per acre, which is now so small as to make
the production of cotton unprofitable at any price
which has been obtained in the last quarter cen-
tury.

Of course, when cotton is selling at eight cents
a pound there must be a larger increase in the
yield from the use of the fertilizer to pay the same
profit on a given cost for fertilizers. Or to reverse
this matter, less fertilizers can be paid for with a

given amount of cotton; for the price of cotton .

has decreased while the price of fertilizers proba-
bly has not decreased so much.
But the problem is the same in principle as it al-

TEN THINGS TO DO IN MARCH

I, Don’t forget that this month determines
whether we are to have good seed beds or are to
wrestle with clods in cultivating the crop.

2. Theharrow’s the tool these days—let it come
close behind the breaking plows,

3. On rough, hard land try the disk harrow
a}:l‘:,'iad of the breaking plow. It helps to prevent
clods.

4. In many sections corn will be planted this
mﬁ;m that a seed bed is made before it goes
in,
. 9. Watch for thedescription of the home.made

device for saving clover seed that will appear in
The Progressive Farmer week after next and make
one to harvest your clover seed.

6. Useall rubbish to stop gullies and make
humus, rather than burn it.

7. Study closelywhat is said in this issue about
commercial fertilizers, and then know what you
are using this year.

8. If you are to buy your fertilizers in car lots
in co-operation with your neighbors, saving several
dollars a ton, there’s no time to lose. Get busy.

9. Watch the oats, and if they are not niaking
a good growth it is likely that an application of
nitrate of soda will pay. - ;

10. Read again what was said in last week’s
paper about grazing crops for hogs, and then ar-
range for plenty of these this spring and summer,
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A Good Beginning

HAT the South really means business in mak-
ing an effort to live at home in 1915 is evi-
denced by the following figures from fhﬁ
United States Department of Agricalture, showing
that the acreage of fall-sown oats has been more
than doubled and that the wheat acreage has beet
increased by ome-third: .

il

—1

Fallsown -ﬁmt- ‘ j‘aﬂ-:ovn Oats.

Increase,
acres.

\

S5888=8

BREeERnER

gsss

il
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This is an’exeellent beginning, and now, that W° -
may get a bull-dog grip on permanent PrOSPBrEm
it is only necessary to make sure that this spring
shall see the biggest gctetgt\‘jogﬂm and hay 50 -
soil-building crops ever planted in the South. Will
this be the ci" on mﬁlﬂn?” o |
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