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e B\" JUST two majority the North Carolina Senate
3 last Friday night voted against the proposed
constitutional amendment for Land Segregation

~ Between the Races. The advocates of this measure

" Bave just begun to fight and are abundantly satis-

- fied with the rapid progress already made in less
_than two years of agitation.. Two years from now
they will surely compel the North Carolina Legis-
Jature to submit this amendment to the people, and
even before that time it is likely that the amend-
ment will be submitted in cther states. As surely
as the sun shines the plan is coming.

OF COURSE you are saving last week’s Refer-
ence Special, for there will be many a day this
year when you will need to refer to it. See that
yours is carefully filed away pending the time
when you will need some information and need it
at once,

THE Raleigh Christian Advocate is the latest re-
ligious paper to take action against accepting
‘ patent medicine advertising in the future, Ten
years from now a patent medicine quack’s adver-
tisement in a religious paper will be as big a curi-
osity as a whiskey advertisement or the advertise-
ment of a lottery.

EATURES of our issue next week will be arti-

cles on how to make good pastures, and more
letters on saving clover seed this spring. Just now
these are or should be two mighty important sub-
jects with Southern farmers, and what is said
- about them in our next issue will be well worth
reading,

00D preparation is indeed half cultivation, as

is well brought out in the discussions on other
pages of this issue. Clods keep the seed from
coming up; cause weak and stunted plants; make
dry weather a menace to be dreaded; and hinder
cultivation sometimes all the season. Give your
crops a square deal by starting them off right.

N THE closing hours of Congress the Senate

passed a rural credits bill carrying $10,000,000 to
be lent to farmers in sums ranging from $300 to
$10,000. The length of loans was fixed at ten years
and the interest rate of-5 per cent,
Senate failed to agree, however, and so the whole
rural credits issue goes over till next gession.
Farmers must then begin fighting the very day
Congress meets and never let up till it adjourns

HE last three years have seen an immense
increase in  the crimson clover acreage
in the South, and it will never do now, because of
high-priced seed 20 2 result of the European war,

to let the good work lag. The truth is that we

don’t have to go to Europe for seed, but ¢an grow
our own right at heme.
too, without any expensive machinery. It has been
amply proved that the unthreshed seed are just as
good for planting as the clean seed, and there is
no excuse for not saving an ample supply this
spring. Study the drawing on our front page this
week and begin worl: now on your clover aced
- stripper, :

l'l"S a good point Mr. J Z. Green makes whea'He
says that if musele and physical effort alone
were the test; mules would make better farmers

R ~than men, His whole pertinent.: paragraph on this
R _;ubjec; is worth reprinting:

ey - “Hard work in the fields &lone has never

" made & twus{ul farmer, Tt is only well-
! directed energy that produces best results, If
AL he, exartiopf thﬂcal power alone were all
S that is required to make a good farmer the

mule ‘woul “‘@s ,‘ ‘better farmer than the man,
: Y - and can do more work than
'thb ';Hlﬂ. M&'}“ ‘we ‘are not far removed
ffom mm whe the common idea prevailed
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Sell SomeLlndtoGoodWhih Hl'm».m

E COMMEND to au our readen the n.mc!e
: Uv on another page; “Sell Some Land to Good f- e
All over the South ¥

there are thousands of men who are keeping them-

White Neighbors.”

selves and their families in virtual want holding -

on to more land than they need or can profitably

manage, Moreover, by trying to keep to themselves
land enough for three or four thrifty families
—or maybe very much more than this — these
men are depriving themselves and their loved ones
of needed fellowship and comradeship. We mean
by this that they are keeping the neighborhood
so sparsely settled that there cannot be the friend-
ship, fellowship, and happy social life there ought
to be, nor can churches, schools, libraries, clubs,
codperative societies, efc, exlst at anything more
than a half-dying rate. ~

Think about it and see if it wouldn’t be a good
idea if half the farmers in your neighborhood
would cut their farms in two, sell the extra half of*
the acreage to thrifty white farmers, and then all
join together to have the most progressive neigh-
borhood possible, Many a present land-owner
would not only get morc happiness out of life than
ever before, but under the changed conditions
would find the remaining half of his real estate
worth as much as the whole acreage will ever be
worth in a backward, sparsely settled community.

You Can’t Afford to Buy Feed With Seven-
cent Cotton

—rm——r——

HE increase in acreage sown to oats ahd
wheat in the Cotton Belt last fall equalled
about 10 per cent of last year's cotton acre=
ge, Owing to the unfavorable conditions for
growth last fall, the lateness of seeding and the
unfavorable or severe winter weather, a consider-
able part of the oats sown were winter-killed.
Some of this winter-killed oat area has been re-
sceded to spring oats, but we fear a considerable
loss in the acreage in oats still exists, compared
with what would have been in oats had none
winter-killed. :

Some predict that a large part of the land sown
to oats last fall, which were winter-killed, will be
planted to cotton this spring. This will be a seri-
ous mistake, especially if it leads to the growing
of less feedstuffs in 1915 than was contemplated
last fall.

“The South eannet afford to buy a bushel of oats

- or corn, nor.a ton of hay, with the money obtained

from the 1915 cotton crop. This not only means
that the Southern farmer should grow all the
feeds needed for his own use, but that he should
alse grow enough oats, corn and hay to supply
the towns and cities ¢f the South. Every dollar sent
out of the South next fall and winter for food and
feedstuffs that might have been grown or pro-
duced on S_outhern farms will make the South just
that mach poorer and reduce by just that much the
ready cash available for business and operating
exXpenses,, '

Shalt We Use Nitrate of Soda on the Oat
‘ - Crop?

——

ACTUAL farm practice no good farmer should
have to buy nitrogen, and the fact that a farmer
d_oes buy it is evidence that in the past he has

not grown clovers, peas and beans as he should
have. In such ‘cases, however, the damage has
already been done, and there may exist now a
pressing necessity for nitrogen, with no immediate
means of securing it other than by buying,

An illustration of this may be found right now
in many oat fields in the South, where the oats
were planted on land impoverished by years of
all-cotton culture, and now promise, unless given

some help, to fail to make even a fair ¢rop. That
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As we study thc fcrtilizcr problem, it be- 3
comes increasingly evident that commercial fer3
tilizers should “be 2 ﬂmﬂement to our soil-4
building efforts, rathﬂ‘ than the chief depends 3
ence. There is no commﬂ'cial fertilizer made thati
can take the place of hﬂmm, and unquestwnably :
this is the greatest meed by far of the averagtd
Southern soil. Nitrogen can’ be bought and ap- 3
plied in many cases at & _profit; but who will say __
that buying it is a less expemsive method that §
using the legumes, to draw on the immense storé
that lies above every farm? Increasingly in the 3
future the successful farmes will be characterlzed _
by his abundant use qf c!overs, peas and beans; §
supplementing these witii phosphoric acid and pot-

ash when necessary. - '
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We doubt if therq be any one subject mort
intensely local in nature than that of the use o3
fertilizers, Of cmmenm pmdance of humus, the
use of barmyard manures, and the growing °f
clovers, peas, beans a,nd ‘other legumes to stored
nitrogen in the soil are practices that are
almost everywhere: and, wnder nearly all cOﬂdi‘
tions ; but whethr.; a __p&fﬂﬂtﬂ,&t crop or a parm“‘
lar soil will pay fq; an apnmatmn of commercial
nitrogen, phospharic acxd or. Qotash is an entirelf
different problem Toﬁe ;ble o bring Intelligt™s
information to ‘bear uaon this. problem differen®
tiates in very large meum the good farmer frol
the poor; the succe' »m from the man who
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