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“Another $240,000,

we publlShed.an- ed1i ?
Robbery: the Serial S

up_the
traced the course ;
On August 1 911
crop began to cc.me.j
market reports QuUO

cents a pound.
By September 30, WM’

dropped to-10% centst i
: hna((j)ctolfjg prices. MWQ 11-16- wts..
November 18-quotationssweate 934 cents. -
And farmers whe:were: onl'g»tblb to- hoié.aut tﬂ[
Christmas-time Were: Mm__m*&b 9 i-&cm
By New Year’s, of eourse, I . the pootes
farmers had sold,. ands mmhdmwcﬁmm

back to 9% cents. e b

In February thtywﬁ‘ﬁfﬁ-mE
In March to 10! 137-1&' A A

[n Apnl to 11 cents.” i
[n May to 12 ceﬂ-tg,
In August to 12§ cents: -

In other words,, Augua.pncga tnpremnted‘ am
advance of nearly ower. the low prices
of Christmas-time—an admu:a went" largely: -

IN The Progreann k

article we O

into the hands of the mulntxu and. commercial -

classes instead of going 40 the!men whose braim
and muscle made the.grog.

We have now suffered a.mlan merrem:e ‘with
the 1914 crop. The. prices a:few months ago were'
only six to seven. cents.a-gound for middiimg cot-
ton; now nine to. ten.eents - On.a‘erop of 16,102,000
bales of 500 pounds. each (the United States Gov-\
ernment estimate) thx:ee.mt&;.mnd increase in
price represents am advance. of 41,530,000 in total
values. In other’ wosds, since the cotton crop of

1914 largely passeds out:h]s’thﬁ‘m ‘of the men.

who grew it, its value Has.advamced nearly a4 quar-
ter of a billion dallars—an. advwance. which, like.
that of three years agoy hn.larct.ly gone into the
pockets of merchants,. land aut sgecufafors,
instead of produeers, 1 ‘

The Fight tor Slve Gﬂhn W teCob
IT IS gratifying-at IFIS'I.' t‘& mzﬂl‘ tﬁat The Pro-

gressive Farmer has dane» its “part in the effort

to save this enornrous imereaserin 1914 crop vals
ues to the men who' earned it. “What Are You
Going to Do for the Man at’ t&e',Bbttvm M was the
the title of a cireular fetter ‘we sent to every:
Southern Congressmu incA . and we contim--
ued to point out’that the‘man w?m' actually plows
and hoes cotton is: little: ¥mown to towtr and’ ity

bankers and would*not Qet'rdwi’fmprthemmﬁfm '

‘Special legislation were adopted: “The*full program
‘lne advocated may be Eneﬂy snmmnzafzs fole
ows:

L. We urged farmers' t‘o\ﬁol&' mtﬁm!. o3
& We pointed out the reasons why prices
should go higher.

3. We urged policies for ﬂﬂjmrgthc debt-rttfd'e'n‘

to hold,

4 We insisted upom reasonaﬂe ratﬁe'r than
I‘adlcal plans, 4
Slt s now easy enougitto see what’a pwmc’ thie
outh was in last fath mearly every cottom’
Meeting we attended’ and i e every daily
?}alnr we read somebody } ed that not more
1an half the cotton crop could Qwsiﬁly'be used -
that mills on the contient of Burope would not
run, and that Enghsﬁ mﬁlavﬁuﬂ bemi ﬂuﬂ-ttme
}\ ¢ even heard it declared that tmr‘wouﬁl‘ptm
dOUI' cents a pound, W‘thﬂ’ﬂfﬁw O!W&Wﬁﬂ‘
bccldred that the whole: -' prohiblted
vlhw from gmﬁn'g*a 10 | thisi year:
t{ was this spirit o mni: aﬁuﬁﬂy “that 'Phe'-
rogressive Farmer and?ﬂm wﬂt&rmghm qaell’ '
Yer and over agair we g T
of Gcrman}n France a“n.df“?"
;:‘::I) 13“per clt(ant of the world’s spint '
mill workers were' large ’”&Eﬂﬁ : ﬁﬂﬂ‘!ﬂi‘
:‘ ho would not be called t‘a?ra AT ?’x$EM1w
nills would rum pracﬁcaﬁipn* 2 ﬁ'mc ﬂ&"
2id on Septembep 2. Sraie ahaEE
“The wild talk 2&0- a S -
hdl thc crop t!u next f&’a"‘f"
sible for much of this pEmios s Thi
Sressive Farmeg: has Been alfitost-alone in &

Pparently started ior
0
>Peculators and pth!&t
1ous to buy cotton ¢k
small proportml '

pttor " mr. mﬂl and Enﬁnh.and Amrerican mkm

“f nrim"
" &tutm
ere. ' m as: adequately and. cheaply as.our. city banks

s |

- now setve our commercial

-----------

ious to capture the trade of any European
‘mills that close, there is likely in any case to
_be but a small decrease in the world’s cotton
mmmpmnmﬂtcyearmir-rs. « .» « While
eﬁnged conditions may have afforded justifi-_
mtmﬁradmptvtwelnwﬂmeq a drop+
below ten cents was not and is: a-tr-hﬁed by
_ comﬁtmns'zrowenstmg o

' Uﬂ? first eﬁbrt‘ then was' fo prove that the
| world was going ta demand cotton andthat -
~ farmers ought therefore to hold instead of

Bems stampeded by these wio taiked of a' ruimed'

d&mand and. five-cemt. prices:

“Qur next. effort. was. to/show that in an abnormal
and.unprecedented: condition such.as then prevail
ed it was: the duty of the Government to come to
‘the farmers’ reliefi But at the same time, we con-
stantly urged that plans for relief should be prac-
“tieal instead. of ideali The proposition to compel

acreage reduction by law we pronounced “atterly ~Teighbors.

impracucable as early as September, and all later
experience fully confirmed this view. We also.de-
clared. in Septemtier

“We: have: abselutely no hope that Congreu
will: buyr one bale: of cotton, no matter what
happens, and: the wise: plan, it seems to as, is to:
coneentrate all our energies: om plans: theve is

somme hope: of: bringing’ to: pass; without taking,
up pretious timre advocating anything else,

“But: we should demrand, and: have: a: right tac
dmnd,thahmmncy shall be so- issued that
any: farmer in the Seuth may herrow at least
five-cents a pound om cotton um’ﬂ‘ the market

becomes normal again.-

- “Beyond this the Govermment may' refuse to
go, but ‘we. believe even this will make it un~

- necessary for 3 single pound of 1914 middling—

to be sacrificed. for less than ten cents—and

insure’ materiaily kigher prices next year.”

We still believe, as we belieyed then,.that it was
a great.tacticad mistake to ask the Government to
Buy cotton at’ twelve cents a pound. We do not:
believe that it was the Government’s duty to buy;
we do' Helieve it was the duty of the Government
- to make: funds. available so_that farmesrs might
have borrowed five, six, or seven cents a pound at
ot over-6 per cent interest.  And i failing to do
this. the Government failed to render agrienlture
such help as- we believe it would have extended to
ouE bankmg, or commrcnal interests in: like. plight.

'l’ﬂrw lessom We Shoufd Lmn*

LL this; however, is nowof the p:stTr ‘We mem-

. tiomthe facts now simplyr for three purposes
+ (k) To:warn’ our! people against being led
utuy by wild statemsents im times: of panic.. We:
hmow: mow thatt @ law to prohibit: cotton planting:
this: year wonld: have been absurd. We know that

" the meh . who said theve: would: be: no' demand’ for

haif the: crop simply jumpedsat: conclusions without
investigating the. facts:

(2) Te point out the advantages, in alf legisla-
tive matters; of asking not for what we should' ke
to Eave But for- what' there is some chance of get-
tings ‘We' know that many leaders of our farmers
Honéstly tHought' that the way for cotton farmers
to get what they wanted was to ask for ten times
more than they expected. We believe mow; how-
ever, that these leaders will admit that we thereby
sm‘lpl'r discredited’ our' cause. It may be good pol-
icy among fiorse-swappers sometimes to ask $375
for a herse: you expect to get $75 for; but such
‘methods Rardly: work in- Washingtom

3y The need for an adequate system of rural
credits. A bale of cotton is the best security in the

world, Tt doesn’t rist, rot, wither, blight, or cank-

er; weevd‘s don’t eat it; moths do. not corrupt it,
and it is one .of the mosf troublesome thmgs in the
“world' to. steal. ‘Tf there is anything in the world"

d  petter security fhan cotton, it’s.land. Aad yet with.

‘Both land and cotton—collateral tirat ouglit. to give
the Southern.- farmer ahbout the lowest interest
rate in the world——the fact is that he pays about
the highest rate in the world..

Sam:.th-mahas got' to be doneabout tlnsu'rhe
and immorality f.cxop liens and “time
must be attacked. 'We must have banking:
that will serve our -agricultural inter-

interests. If we had
d a . praper rural credits system. last. fall this
\0 increase. in 1914 crop values might. have
1 mijr saved to.fhumnhae meat.nd‘e
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-meats; etc.  A:general farmers’ marketing assogi=-—

Jerusalem was: >
'M&nm was nuhoteﬁ—-

. gyt st i X S

_ m,_yonr M‘&mﬂlh&-‘ wsic]
o make plans to nimitet next.
190,01 Mﬁ. ibﬂle to: T
mhowmw, -‘ st ol

k. Wierelarge qmtﬁﬁ*-tﬂer itjg'_ Viiotd ¥
is ﬂﬂ'ftl‘ ﬂ!’ﬂ iDlllpetiﬁ?G'M‘“fote" G LS

2 Yvrwilfdubtlesa get the advantage of high-
er prices for grades above middling—profity that*
are'usul&'dnost: wholly st ta growers. As the
farmers saidi inv one emim where a Government -
grader did*work last’ yeare “Buyerg Eﬂ’mmh
fore recognized. any grades above middling, A

¥ The poomm&lmwﬂlw m
who' are now frequently impesed upow wilk bn*
protected by’ thia codpesation. with: their w
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& If'prices are low and you: wislk tor hbld your : "-"*'-.t,’f'i-*_
cotton, it will be much: easier to secure faverafile <« |
terms mummmﬁmm
trate your holdings.,

5. By pooling your cottom seed your will alée ge
better cash prms,.ﬂﬁ‘mmlhmm!munelﬂ‘? e
for meal, it will be: mﬂ:m“hmﬁ'-‘.ﬂ
a.ton: of seed” or: better.. !

Just one'more wosdi of cantion: It takes I o
to. orgamize & masKeting association tham yeus
think. If you are: to: lye: prepared tor get fuld valwe:
for your 1915 crop it is: none too eacly torask yowsr |

‘to meet somewliere some Satueday andl )
see what you ean do about it. OFf couwrse, a mar-
keeting association should not be confined to cottoni '
but’ should alseainr to: market' cormy, hay, Hvesteck,,

-y

atiorr like that reported last week from Lafayette’
County, Mississippi, will pmbablybe best.

“l’Jhs‘W“taSlquxﬁTMMm
One Niglit"™

X T E MUST have a better rural credits systenu
« and we must have codperative marketing, .
but even these will not make the South:
prosperous, unless: we make our farms self-sup-
portmg: As Prof. E. C. Bramson has so frequentlyy e
said, the South’s wealthsproducing: power is tre~ - |
mendous; its weslth-retuiming power is absurdfy:
smallk. Qur Southern farmers make millions and 4
millions of dolMars werth of cotton and’ tobsecoy, -
but: pay it right: out again for Westerm cornand !
hay and meat, plus: tite: middlemen's charges and =~
thc freight bills. As Commissioner E. J. Watsom

says:,

" “We have been doinig seemingly g:mﬂnm
looking only/ on. ene side: of the: ledger and'
paying no attention: to the other—the sm £ A
side and' the soif.exhaustion side.” i

Now it is. time for oue people tor learn that R’s
not what we make But what we save tlmtsm o
What boots it tohave & billion dollar cotton crop .
if all of it goes to merchants in the Seuth, farmerss '
in the. West, and railtoads. Between: here amdi
there? Mr. J. Z. Green reminds us. of the s ing
of the fasmers im a section of diversified. g
ture: “We don’t Kendle so much' max ll‘l'
folks im the cottom: and tobaceo sections, - ‘g
keep more.” What. goods does. it do-us to-“han
money if it doesw't stay with us?

The: faet is that moimdcn’hﬁ'cmgerto h-*
die- it. Theusands: and: thousands: of our farmers
are in the plight of an. honest. old' darkey in our .
old home: county: He went: to the storeleeeper in-
the: falt with: three Bafes: of cotton and the mer- =
chant figared up his a‘ccotml:. “The ' WMM‘
mn)mhuksﬁoi& you out;” he saidi .
“But: please; sah,” the old: d"arke:r, “won't !
you: let mre:have it jest for tonight and I'lt: fetehrit
back: to: yau.tbmo:,rowf” “What for?” was the re< . |
joinder: - “Why; jes” because I'waats to sleep with
that mmh:nomyzoumh, was: the dnrkcfs an-
We m&memuﬁm ta nshm éotton secs
tions prosperous, (1)’ individual action whm;w
each farmef will aim to make his owa farm self-
sustaining; (2) codperutive \wetion whereby alf the
farmers in a neng&whw& will work together: fd-j-_-
Impmw marbeting cnnd!hom, credit facxlit:es, el;m. :
ete. . ‘ ._

‘The mlahaﬂr‘nﬂ
children; snd
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