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scople. Every weeke read sewves and perhaps
hundreds of papers MMG{ the South,
and 1 now find om my m‘“#“&“‘h of un-
qsed material i the fomoi;m that I-'tpust
' e of it on. = sl S

pa’;ivzogf our exchanges are muwelk perturbed be-
cause in their sections wﬂe tﬁt ie .pe'?p[e are
25 busy as bees on the fasms, and even the women
helping in the rush,. t!g.. Mem are going to
baseball games amnd I‘Stmiﬁuf t!'la-l of cases
at court. But that doesm_’! d‘lﬂ'lll‘. ug _Qll}-t'enth as
nuch as would a reversak of thiese relations. Va-
grancy among Negroes }fﬂﬂi?t one thousandth part
25 dangerous to the white' race s vagrancy among
our own people, and heretofore we Have had too
nuch idleness among people of our own race. The
folks who work are theg folks who will inlterit the
earth. The saying of Dr, Edward A, Steimer’s can-
not be too often emphasized e b

“So long as men are ashamed to do nothing,
and not ashamed to do- anything which needs
to be done, so long as the worker is honored
and the shirker dishonored, & nation is young
and need not be afraid of death. There is no
truer sign of our grewing obd, suddendy old,
than when men regaed’ earryimg pick-axe and
shovel as degradimg, and c#erying golf-club
and tennis-racket as enmoblimg. . . . The
future belongs to the woskers, the purposeful
men, the purposeful womem™

&
White Settlers Needed but Not Japanese

OWN in Louisiana. the papess kave been vig-
orously discussing a proposition to bring a
colony of Japamese to that state, resulting in
a general demand that the Legislature follow Cal-

fornia’s example and prehibit the sale of land to

Japanese. As the Gulf States Farmer says:

“Louisiana has had ome rate problem to fight
and to solve, and should make every effort to
avoid a second one, The Japanese in many in-
stances, and particularly those who are em-
ployed as farm laborers, are scarcely civilized.
They subsist on a féew cents a day and work
almost twenty-four hours, thus coming in con-

“tact with American labor and working a hard-

ship upon the less forturtate classes who reside
m our rural districts: It is pfeasing to note
that all the large land companies now operat-
ing in Louisiana are; opposed to such: immis
gration, and have signified their intention of
using every effort to- forestall the establish-
ment of such,a colomy.”

The South needs immigrants wite wilf raise our
average standard of living, We do mot need a sin-
gle immigrant who wilt depress it. Good white
settlers would raise tie standard; bat we need no
Mongolians,

R
Study This Ruraf Credits Law ;
UMBERS of states are also: mdcmg attempts

'\ 10 give some relief in the matter of rural
credits, In the Missouri Farmer Hon, Fred-

erick D. Gardner, the author of the measuré, de-

scribes “the Missouri State Land Bank bill passed
provides for a mod-

by the 1ast Legis.lature, whielk
z;ate.“systcm-of state-aid™ The bifl, he says, takes
gomzance of the drift to the: sowms, the general
matistaction with rural conditipns, etc, and as
Sumes tlwl’cfore that— _ ) > :
hrJr-Ialtl'e state s justified in ‘orgamizing a cor-
Bankl‘o? known as the Missouri State Land
the gt and in order to start this corporation,.
o o5 ¢, 8 justified in- maleimg: & temporary
T %Jpe million dollars as capital stock,
43 pe 3t $500,000 fo be loaned at a fixed rate of .
1‘;1!'11. :JE i:ent; to this 4.3 per cent is added one:
e Per cent to provide for a sinking fund
e, ia‘re“for all expenses; and there should
and a| cally no expense, as alt the machinery
work is done by state officiafs mow in
employ without further compensa-
0 this we add 1.7 per eent on account
and we have a total f 65 per cent
in 25 orum which will retise-the: foan in full
5 03 ears. (No commission,) = S
ori.:ri-lw; af.tef' having loawed $500,000 of ‘the
s 5000 g AR, CAPIEAL, reaining: al-
rever noney ::l i mﬁ“bﬂd{» :‘&'
: o market in
» and at whateyer e o

for the bonds the money is to be loaned to the
farmers at that same rate; plus always one-
half of 1 per cent sinking fund, and enough
addzdﬁz te the pr_;n;:fipal to make the loan amor-

e or retire itself within the fiumber of years
desue'(’i by the farmer, the maximum being 25
years,

The bilt containing the foregoing provisions
passed the‘Missouri Legislature, but we under-
staud that it cannot be put into operation until a
constitutional amendment authorizing it is ap-
proved by the people at the next election. We
also find upon reading the bill that it provides for
loans from §250° to $10,000, preference being given
loans _urrder $5,000; loans not to exceed half the
‘a:ppra.'xse.d‘ value of real estate and to be made only
(a) to increase the production of the land mort-
gaged; (b) to make useful improvements thereon:
(c) to pay off liens and encumbrances, or to
make part payment of purchase price where the
borrower is paying part of the purchase money;
(d) 25 per cent of the amount lent may be used
for the purchase of stock and machinery.”

&
Tackling the Marketing Problem
VERYWHERE the marketing problem is get-
ting increased-attention. In the Florida Leg-
islature, as the Pensacola Times reminds us, a

bill. that will probably pass provides for a state
marketing commission:

“The measure was recommended by Gov-
ermor Trammell in his message to the Legisla-
ture and the bill will be approved by him if
passed. No one thing is needed more than a
better marketing system. The farmer's prob-
lemy is not ended when he creates his product.
As a matter of fact, it is more important to
sell the article for what it is worth than it is
to produce it.”

The Times themr goes on to tefl us:

“In the Roberts-Gonzales community of this
county the farmers are working out the mar-
keting problem for themselves. They have
decided to deal directly with the consumers of
Pensacola by peeling their products and offer-
ing them for sale at a community market to be
established at a tentral point in the city. As
they will deliver their produets fresh every
day this arsangement should be satisfactory
and profitable both to consumers and produc-

ers.” :

]
. Punishiag Guilty White Men
A DISPATCH from Little Rock, Ark., tells of
. thiree white men sentenced to life imprison-
ment for the robbery and murder of a Negro,
a new thing, it is said, in the history of the state.
We are glad to see it. The Progressive Farmer
believes in giving white neighborhoods a chance to
limit future land sales to white people because we
believe this is simple justice for the white man,
and his wife and children, White men with their
familfes do not butt into Negro communities, and
Negroes should be prevented from similarly com-
ing into white communities where they are not
‘wanted. But we believe in being just to the Negro
and protecting him in the just exercise of all his
rights: _
" Tre thiss cormnection, too, we notice with some
pleasre this statement in the Norfolk Journal and
Guite™" - “ .

“The courts of Tennessee hrave decided that

a white man’s Negro common law wife is en~

titled to his estate, and accordingly awarded a

Negrer woman and her children $80,000 left by

theis white common law husband and father.

A short while ago a Negro man in Granville

County, N. C., sued @ white man for alienating

the affections of his wife and the jury gave

the Negro @ verdict for $8,000.” :

This may not be just the right plan for dealing
with a shameful situation, but some remedy for it
must be found. By all means, if we can’t have gny
more severe punishment for immoral white men,

- $raitors to their race and blood, let them be made

to suffer in pocket. We should like to see the last

“one of the guilty ones in future fined, imprisoned

and disfranchised.

o5
The Land Question & Live Issue
VERYWHERE in the South the land ques-
{ tion, especially the question of absentee {and-
fordism, is coming to the front as one of the

big issues confromting the people. In Texas re~
cently a majority~ of the members of the Legisla~
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ture supported a proposed constitutional amend=

meat providing fo @ graduated fand Gx—vragis |

tor say, to tax say the first S00°acres owmed By-any
,one man at the usual rate of taxation, the next '
500 acres he owns at a higher rate, and the next

1,000' at a yet higher rate, and so om: A somewhat

similar measure has recemtly beem urged by the
state administration in West Virginia, the West
Virgima bill being aimed especially at undeveloped

lands, As the Parkessburg Sentinel says:

“This bill should have the undivided support
of all faetions, not only be¢ause it will produce
a large amount of revenue from interests en-
titled to pay it, but because it is just ir prinei-
ple. Vast acreages of coal and timber are Keld
in this state, principally by outside interests,

. either for speculative: purposes or in reserve
for future needs, in each case retarding the
normal development of the regions wherein
the holdings are locatedh This constitutes a
special privilege which should be compensated
for by special taxation. Them usually this
classof property is assessed at only a fraction
of ity real value, and is wot omly a detriment to
the welfare of the state, but escapes its share
of the tax burdem”

The deplorable and shameful fact as the Senti-
nel declares, is that at the present time large es-
tates and estates held out of use, so far frombeing
taxed at a higher rate, are really assessed at a
lower rate than the small holdings of industrious
and. struggling good citizens, As the Marshville
Home says =

“More money has been made without woslk
by land speculators than by all other speeula
tive classes combined. And yet our method
of assessing taxes lets the land speculator off
lighter than anybody else, If you mention tiws
criminal discrimination in favor of the specu-
Tative land parasites to the local assessors you
are met with the response, ‘Oh well, this Fend
is- idle, and isn't producing any income for its
owner, There is plenty of land within the
corporate limits of Marshville that was bought
for less than $10 per acre, and it is held mow
as town lots at $800 to $1,000 an acre, and some
of it is sold as Busimess lots at the rate of $5,000
an acre. And yet it is contended that it is .
wrong to assess it high, as it is ‘non-produc-
tiveI'” :

Why' iso’t it productive? Simply because the
owner puts a prohibitive price on it, meanwhile
helding up the community and keeping out home-
owners in order that he may get the benefit of the
community’s growth and development without
even paying his share of the tax hurden.

r
What Man Witk Serve the State Best?

"NREQUENTLY the cry is heard in politics that

F a “business man” is needed for this office o

that.- Mr. Bruce Cravem contributes a good
point to this discussion: by saying:

“The kind of business we need in public af-
fairs is competence, economy and homesty. It
is not a matter of occupation, but of astitude
and character, Some of the best business men
in the state today are preachers, teachers amnd
doctors, and some of the worst have charge of
the commercial enterprises that distingmish
themselves only in the Bankruptey proceeds
ings.” ’

It’s a bad sign in pelitics when support is asked
for this or that man simply because of his occupa-~
tion, or because he cam make a pleasing speech,
or because he is a member of this or that factiom
in the party. Tlhe real test is, Which maw will
best serve the peeple’'s intevest? Aud here the
tests are character, ability, and political primes-

* ples. Unless a man (1) stands for something, ded-

icating himself heart and soul to same pelicy for,
the upbuilding of the state or county, and (2} has
both character and ability to carry out his pain-

ciples—unless he has these two qualifications. the .

people will gain little by voting for him, no matter
what his occupation, ecloguence or factional align-
ment, Mississippi and South Carolinma especially
among Southern states seemu to have been cussed
with primaries without issues, and the Lawurel,
Miss., Leader does well to say:

“The real issue mr the coming state cant-
paign seems to be the offices. All else but
place seems to have beew entirely overlooked
It is unfortunate that iw Mississippi we cannot
have a pre-primary convention to proclaims 3
platform of principles on whick the candidates
"can. go before the people and ask for their
votes, instead of demouncing the other felt..w-
with ‘vulgar phrases and oftentimes meking
' falsé and slanderous charges.” ; _

Phe right to think, to kmow, and io utter is. the deawvest
of all Uberties, Without tiils right, there cs no |ierty
to any people; with it theve © hum_m-—-w-
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