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V, COOPERATION, LEGISLATION
(1) Education ;WW s m“ l':n'r-m

It,and (3) Legislation and Good Government
About Men, Measures and Movements Involved

——By CLARENCE POE——

the Farmer Who Is-

WE HAVE been very much pleased by the ap-

preciation of our recent;editdr‘ials on“Sell
Some Land to Good White Neighbors” and
“How to Build a Good Nelghberhopd.”- It is im-

ssible to say how many -t-ho_usgnds fq.f ia-nn_e\r's in
e South are simply scratching over large farms
wiih shiftless tenants, m‘a'kiﬁg:'"pracgic_aﬂy' no Pr.df." 3
is, unable to improve, their homes.or farms, living
wi;hout enough _good_ white nelghbprs,and prob_
ably driving their children away: to-town, all-be-
cause they insist uponisholding on.to: tracts larger -
than they are able to cultivate properly.

Justa few days ago an ' enterprising. young
farmer and trucker came into our offite with some
products that he was justly pr_‘opd'__qf, | went
pack to the farm last fall aftqlr l}avmg_begn in
own several years,” he fold us.. And ‘then 'he
gave us a story that might be duplicated in its es-
sentials in almost every .ne:ghbo;ho?‘d in the
Gouth, “My father owned five or six hundred
acres of land,” he said; “which ‘he was renting-ott-
to Negro tenants and making nothing” off of it.
But he was so bent on keeping the whole farm all
together just as it was that he would not dividg off
any parts for my brother and me, either to sell us -
or even for long-time lease. I suppose it was
mataral for him to wish to keep in charge of the

peen. As my brother:and I didn't wish to improve
and enrich any particular part of the farm without
having a permanent understanding about it, we
naturally had to go to town. Last ‘year, however,
my father decided that it was better to have his
own sons near him redring their famjlies and
building up good farms, instead of continuing the
land-skinning by ignorant tenants, Consequently,
he made arrangements for dividing off tracts for
my brother and me, and:flaturally all-of us are
happier to be grouped together again in this.way.”
We suspect that there4s a lesson here for many
of the older farmers who read The Progressive.
Farmer, Why should ‘they ingist .upon . passing
their old age in loneliness, ‘dway ftom their chil-
dren, when in many eases they have plenty of land
to justify them . in following the example ;just
gven? Or if a farmes who is.getting.old has.no.
thildren, he certainly needs to have good, sympa-
thetic white neighbors near him and should be
“’il”iﬂg to sell any surplus land to secure, this re-'
sult, ' : :

farmers and old farmers who have more land than *
they can cultivate in a really scientific and credita-,
ble fashion, But the adviee applies especially 6"
older farmers, And in this connection we believe.
the article we are printing'next week, “Should The

Farmer Too Old to Work Move to Town?” will

¢ found especially interesting.

&
Time to Quit Splitting’ Up Counties

HERE is too much of"a tendency in the South
to split up school districts and counties and
neighborhoods into ineffective simall units.
JUst as 2 community cannot support schools and
hurches and farmers’ organizations tnless ‘it is
irge enough to include a sufficient’numbet of per-
t°“5’ Just so a county cannot economically serve
S people if it is too small in size.- The Atlanta
Olstitution does well to sound a note: of swarning.
gha.“‘“ the multiplication of counties in a state
enlgll ?‘f‘s already suffered too much from,this
Bt Take a good-sized county and it is easy
i ¢ ix whole-time county schoot superintend-
ilulc‘fr:- ‘ole-time copnty- health officer; a’ whole-
e Scl-l!‘l 'c!cmnnstrahm.: agent, a'nd an efficient
. p((:?;rwlsor. Cut this county-in-two and puc
Cmm? 5 ti? }he expense”of supporting two sets
erks 0}; Dlu.crs, two sheriifs, two registers, two
T “? court, and probably two useless
i h:) Where ‘even one is mot needed, two
that “,Omcls» two jails, ete., ete,~and the result
ot haye 1“ };:robaply goes that the people can.
E dw Olc-tlme”Sl.lpel'lniCﬂan_t'_-Of schools
unty hﬁﬂﬁiﬂOgstratwn agent nor whole~time
Pl officer, All the people’s money. goes
brm of ;n:i:l?s for doing routine work, and every
B 1t:lme progress is handicapped.
bat a m 0 the bottom and. it will usyally be found
qvement for a new county. is the result

the ambit; : _
um}-d.::f.hl'_t‘o“ of some little town to become the
at cing a sl:a'ndlt 1s high time for farmers to begin
jo - Ve us coy against such-extravagance, -

ntry communitiés farge enough to

to * Port stron

ye us

mdm ‘government agencies that -r.ealijr._

.
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whole five or six hundred ‘acres as he had-always. l

We think that the advice, “Sell. Some Land to==g
Good White Neighbors,” is good both for youngs J

tdes schools-and" other ‘social -agencies. -
TONg counties large enough to support

-—cﬂicneng officers working for better schools, bet-
ter farming, better roads and better health—in-
stead of smaller counties absorbing all the people’s
taxes for merely keeping the wheels going round:
In union there is strength. In division there is
weakness, It would help the Sotth 4 great deal to-
consolidate not only a great number of school dis-

tricts' but a considerable number of churches and:
small counties, - g 5
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Intélﬁgent Labor. Costs ‘More, But Pays
TS e Rl

TN ‘A recent issue. of the Trish Homestead -Sir
Horace Plunkett makes a strong appeal to Irish
farmiers t0 do more intensive farming and Tuse

more improved machinery. Incidéntally he points.

out ‘that with improved machinery farmers can
pay laborers more than at present and ‘then find
them more profitable than present low-priced la-

bor. As Sir Horace says: = B3 \

4  “Happily there is in this case no fear that so-

called labor-saving machinery will displace la- -
bor.. My own belief is that its. use will not
only result.in the production of more food, but
,will inevitably lead to the employment of
more labor, The immediate effect of the.
change will be to make labor efficient by -giv-
ing ‘it the proper implements and to- increase . .
the profits of the farmer so that he can employ
more laborers and pay them better.”"

-

Sir Horace then goes on to quote with approval
what Mr. A. D. Hall says in his notable boek, “A

- Pilgrimage 'of British Farming”: “The farmer’s

general complaint is ‘that the majority of his men

are not worth their wages, and that.is very proba-
bly true; they will have to be more highly. paid .

still before they will earn their money.” In other
words, Mr, Hall’s-point is that by paying enough.
to get intelligent laborers who will do, better farm-
ing, use improved machinery, care for the soil, the
crops and livestock more wisely, farmers will find
their profits much increased. There is little doubt
about it that the highly-paid, intelligent white farm
labor of the North and West pays employérs big-

ger-profits than the so-called “cheap” Iabor of the

Southern states. :

&
Minor Matters

DUCATIONALLY we need.hardly anything

giving practical attention to farm problems.
Tt 18 nothing less than disgraceful to have thous-
ands and thousands of farm boys year after year
studying probléms in bank exchange, latitude and
longitude, British money, and the metric sys-
tem of weights and measures, while they learn ab-
solutely nothing about how to compound a fertil-
izer formula, estimate the values of diﬁergnt
grades of fertilizer, nor have any problems in mix-
ing rations for livestock. . Farmefs_eve_r)_'\?here
should make up their minds to keep on raising a
perpetual row about this situation until it is rem-
edied.
, * k% : £

The goverfiment of Denmark has made excellent
provision for helping farmers buy land, Hence
it is Mpertinent comment which Mr. Oscar Soren-
sen makes on ‘the report that Professor. Ravn. is
coming to America to teach our people the Danish
methods of farming. Mr, Sorensen writes:

“What T wish to say about it is this, if Mr.
Ravn would only teach this government to as-
sist the farmers here with capital, the same
as the government does in the country where
he comes from, I shall risk The Progre__ssn’r’c
Farmer's teaching me all about the farming.

X ¥ X

ope that our readers are not forggt.ting
'th?:r;urﬂents made in our “Educational Edition”
showing the advantages of the tl!ree-tcacher
school.  There is no greater problem in the rural
South then that of developing genuine community
life, prganizing neighborhoods qrqund adequately
supported social centers. Just as we need to thfn
coen and cotton in spring, so we need to thin
schoolhouses at the present time. They are too
thick to be properly supported and hence are liv-
ing at a sort of half-dying rate, like cotton stalks,
corn stalks, or forest trees when they are crowd’ed
too close together for proper sustenance. With

i : istri tend-
schoolhouses cuitably located, the districts ex |
ing two and a half miles in each direction, we

hould -soon have an educatienal system that our
?af::ers' could be proud cf, and the other social
.agencits would develop correspondingly.

get on the cash basis.. Credit ought to be X3
from bankers at from 6 to 8 per-cent and not from: -
merchants-at from twice tg five times as much, - -
One eminent authority says in a recent ifidictment -
Al of thie credit systemis,. - . . U ke oS

benefit the people <

- section- of the Legislature and it will continue '

more than the general use of an arithmetic
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“The-honest" farmer must pay. for:the losses
-~caused -by the dishonest one. .This is .wrong. -
The whole country store systesr is wrongiand '
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inefficient. The country store merchant should | 5 3

put his business on a cash basis in order that
he can buy for cash. The South says it does | .
business on -credit.” We all do credit busi- « ~ .
iness, but we ought to do it with the banks, ' '
which are the logical rating agents.” ®:

: % % .
The: Sumter Watchman and Southfon does:

welt

|
to_remind our South €arolina« readers: that-it-is :
time for them to put the screws on their.lawmak- ~ 4!
ers -about- the cantinued. disregard “of . campaign :
pledges - as to the ‘Torrens system=of ‘registering -
-land titles, "As our Sumter exchange says: ! ‘

-

.-“The Torrens system in South™ Carolina, as
- in other states, is unpopular with an influential -

to be pigeon-holed on one pretext or another
so long as the people will stand for it. Can- !
didates for the Legislature go from one end of kgl
their counties to the other telling the voters 5
that they are in favor of land title registration, - A
- but- after election the successful ones, almost 1;
-without\ exception, discover othér more im- < 1
portant matters to engross their attention,” l |
|
|
1
:
]

X K K

We are more and more firmly convinced that the .
justeést and'least harmful tax ever devised hy the
wit of man is the inheritance tax. We should re-
duce the tax on people who are working and earn-
ing, and put correspondingly more on those who .
possess without having earned. Take this item we 2
find in"a recent daily paper, for example: Ly ) :

. “John: Nicholas Brown, of New York, aged |
.. .fourteen, known: for years as ‘the richest. boy i |
~ the.world, has ‘been made '$10,000,000 weaithier °
by the,decision of Justice‘Weeks in confirming
the legality of the will of the. boys' grand- .
mother, ‘This will make the boy’s total fore
tune $22,000,000.. The latest legacy came from -
the estate of his grandfather, John Carter '
Brown, the textile manufacturer,  who died 26
~years before the boy was bori. - He. left-his
$25,000,000 estate in trust until the death of his
widow. She was granted the liberty of dispos- .
ing ‘of it in her will,  Mrs, Brown divided
$20,000,000 between her daughter,  Mrs, Watts °
Sherman, and her grandson.”
KX

The farmers should encourage urban labor to
organize for better wages. Any movement which
is conducive to the prosperity of the town, any
improvement in government which tends to put
property and wealth in the hands of the masses
instéad of in the hands of the classes, means better
markets - for .every farm product. As the Irish
Homestead well points out, the man with a million

dollars can eat but little more farm products than o
the man-with a hundred dollars,” But if you ine
crease the one hundred dollar man’s income, he
will doubtless buy a more varied and higher priced g
line of farm praducts. .

* % %

No man in the country is pleading more earnest« \
ly than ‘Herbert Quick for couritry schools “that
really train for country life. He even declares
that our country schools are not 'so good as they
were fifty years ago. '

“They are not really rural schools at all

They are copies of the poor city schools ‘of | °

many years ago—and bad copies at that. -The

rural teacher of fifty years ago was quite fre- -

quently a schoolmaster instead of a ‘schools *

ma’am, and .in’either case ‘was a much larger |,

figure in the community than now. There was -
more essence of birch used then—and that was
objectionable; but there was more personality

—and that was good.” -

A Thought for the Week

IN- THE now not very short life that F have pass-

ed in this capital and the public service of the

country, the most alarming tendency of this day,
in my judgment, so/far as the safety and integrity
of our institutions are concerned, is the tcndcr_:cy_
to judicial legislation, so that when men having
vast interests are concerned and they cannot get
the law-making power of the country which cons’
trols it to pass the legislation they desire, the next
thing they do is to raise the question in some case,
to get- the court to so construe the constitution or
the statutes as to mean what they want it to mean; -
_Judge John M., Harlan, United States Suprethe
Court, . ;
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