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Time for Reform i Cotton. Grading
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NE place where reform is*needed isin the
0 matter of grading It is probably tvue that
B . i e

o all the civilized world liasdost more through
undergrading than has ‘the cotton grower &"‘the
Gouthern states. It is a maxim of law that “No

man should be judg.i,' in Mis own eatise” and yet

from time immemorial the-eotton buyer has been
the judge as to the ﬂad?!,’,ﬁﬁ--?m 'handledl by
nim, while not ome growersim ten has been able to
tell whether that grading was properly dome or
not, If anybody ] by s '
results have been, et him semdfive cents to the Di-
vision of Markets, United States Department of
Agriculture, and get the bulletin on cotton market-
ing in Oklahoma, We know of anether leading cot-
ton county in which the stateand National Depart-
ments of Agriculture sefit cafton graders last fail,
and the farmers of that county say that meyer
" until then did they get ‘mecogmition: for ‘grades
ahove good middling. And €’ this connection the
statement is made by Semater J. L. McLaurin,
Warehouse Commissioner of Soutlt Carolina, that
not one bale of cotton out of @ theusand is seld to
the mills on which thc-m ‘does not make a
profit on the gradimg in ion to his legitimate
profit as a buyer. : o
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Insuring Proper Grading of Cotton
SOME remedy must be found, and found quickly,

for this condition. Here' 1s a report that comes
to us from Robeson County, N. €.

“As a result of agitation and demand by the
County Uniom, the recent Legislature appeint-
ed a public cotton weigher amd grader fer
Lumberton and Maxtom -Any other market
that wants one cam get _MEfﬁY “petitioning
the board of county commissioners. This
weigher and grader will dar all the weighing
and grading and the buyers mast be governed
by his decision. Feor his work he will recesve

eight cents per bale, four cents to be paid by .

the seller and four by the bmyer. These grad-

ers will have a publie yard for grading’amd °

after the bale has beem wetghed and graded 2

card giving the weight and grade will be tied

to the bale,” RO e o

What we really need, however, #s not local legis-
lation applying only to a smgle county, but ges-
eral state laws for licensing graders and regulating
their business, Such legistation, of course, should
be very carefully considered; buwt as-a basis for
action we are glad to, notieer the bill introduced
into the Georgia Legislature By Mr, Adams of the
Thirty-third Sematorial District, Its essential fea-
tres, apart from regulation of fees, penalties, etc.,
are given in the following sections: '

“Section 1o PN That from after the
Passage of this act, baled ¢ottom offered for
sale in the state of Georgia shall: be graded

“and classified according to  the staudard
grades fixed by the United States Agricultural

Epartment. { DS B =g

Sec. 2. That any person grading bajed cot-
ton offered for sale shall obtain a ligense from
the State Warehouse Commissicnet, who shall
ssue a commission to such a persen to grade
Cotton In the state of Georgia, only after ex-
dMination, which shall satisfy him of the com-
Petency of the applicant o properly classify
:énd grade cotton according ta the United
States standard grades, * * ® = o o

3 Sfec. 5. Be it further enacted by the authori-
ny'a oresaid, that any persosi whe-ehall wilfully
!'S8rade a bale of cotton offexed for. sale in

Eewgia shall be guilty of & misdemeanor, each

f;iiem“”}t“tiﬂg a separate amd distinct of-

$1m ) D'lllllstl&bk by a ﬁm _d"m “mtm
days, A oprisonuient for not more than thirty -

Unitoy cariation of twenty~five paints from the
lted States standard grade &lll‘ constitute -
g;fr’;la lacie evidence of. wilful intent on the-
for sat s PErsOn grading the cotton offcred
Higﬁ“ irty farmers’ organization 4 the South should
M :1 tention to this p.fu‘b}e'm’_ﬂft’ satisfactory
State ould be worked out ‘i eosperation with
- mark@tmg bureaug m%ﬂg : _

o other preducer of a commercial product

wishes to know im detail what the

ision of Mar= ~write to his United States

. By CLARENCE POE

kets of the United States Department of Agri -.
ture. (See 1 Yoo
standards om anether page.) Then this gradin

bilt Isbuuid’ be introduced at the next ses;q*r:n ogi-'
each Southern Legislature and pushed through to
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The Problem of Cotton Tare

OT only does the Southern cotton farmer lose
millions cf dollars annually as a result of the
= ¥ Tack of system in grading his cotton, an evil
right at' his own doors, but he is also the victim
of a colossal international conspiracy in the matter
of cotton tare. Practically every summer for ten
years The Progressive Farmer has called attention
te this evil, but it still contimues. :

Europe takes mest of our cotton crop, and mat-
urally fixes the price of cotton. Now Europe buys
cotton on the basis of 6 per cent tare. That is to
say, on each 500-pound bale of cotton she assumes

'm.

‘that the bagging and ties will wéigh 6 per cent

or thirty pounds.. In other words, Enrope buys 2
500-pound bale of cotton on the assumption that
she will get only 470 pounds of lint. But as a mat-
ter of fact the Southern farmer does not put on
thirty pounds of bagging and ties, and so he gives
the buyer more lint cotton than he pays for. And
while it has been denied by some, we believe it is

SIX THINGS COTTON FARMERS
' SHOULD DO NOW

THREE GENERAL NEEDS
‘' Demand a state cotton warchousing sye-
tem in every cotton-growing state.
2. Demand an mternational comference te |
end the cotton tare robbery. :
3, Demand state laws te
i ol aitien.
S THREE LOCAL NEEPS ]
F . & Get eotten growers of your neighber- i
hood te meet at once and arrange for pooling
* gotton and selling together this fall. |
{  Z Poalgotton seed alss sud get a fair cash
price or & fair exchamge in meak _
3 See your local banks, find out how much
they will lend on cotton, amd support the
bankers whe suppart the farmer im this way.

insure proper
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tary of Agricalbase D F. How k
C, and urge their help inh.-. i
conference on cotton tave,

what Mr, Brand says about cotton

pretty well established that exporters do put on,
the full 6 per cent of tare, although not allowing'

thfarmertodom.

S & ,
Demand an International Conference on Tare
COMMISSIONER Graham of North Carolina in

-a recent letter to Secretary Houston gives the
historical explanation of the matter by saying:

“Prior to 1865 the weight of a bale of cotton
was generally 350 pounds. The bagging and
ties then, as now weighed 21 to 22 pounds, that
18, 6 per cent of the weight of a bale at‘that
time, and that amount was fixed by the Liver-
pool authorities on this subject as the tare.
Since that time the weight of ‘the bale has

~ been imepeased to 500 pounds or more, but 6

per cemt is still fixed as the tare, which is 30

' or about eight pounds more than the
“actual weight of the tare, ar practically a dol-
lar 4 bale.’ This is fixed at Liverpool and is de-
‘ducted in fixing the price.”

The remedy lies, we believe, as the Association
of Southern Agricultural Workers asserts, j an
imternational comference to revise the tare stand-
ard. South Carolina has passed a law requiring
buyers to allow farmers to put on the full 6 per
cent, but naturally there is difficulty i enforcing
one tare rule im, one cotton-producing state. and
another rule in another state. The real solution
fies in having the United States Government ar-
range for a conference with English representa-

' ‘de that hereafter the tare should be
_tives and provide that eThcn Syihapib el

bagging and ties on a 500-

only, say, 4% per cent.
for only 22% pounds of .
pound bale of cotton and pay for cotton a price
cortespondingly higher than that which she now

‘pays on the basis of allowing thirty pounds for

tare.

. Every farmer interested in this matter should

smrgnd‘toSmc-

~

GRESSIVE Farmer readers will recall the

P mteresting article we published two years ago

- about a farmers’ cotten marketing association

at Scott, Ark, in which case twenty-four growers.
combined their interests, mamed a marketing
agent, and obtained profits of from $2.50 to $5 a
bale on the lint and $4 a ton om cotton seed com-
pared with standard prices obtained by unorganiz-
ed farmers in that section. |

This Seott orgamization was effected By Pre&i-;

dent H. S. Mobley, of the Arkansas Farmers’ Un-
ion; who has dene some notable work in this re-
spect. Im an interview in a Little Rock paper last :
November he gave the gist of his plan as follows:

“Our members are emcouraged to bulk their
cottom in as large quantities as possible,” he
said. “Samples of each bale are then forward-
ed to the office of markets at the old State
House in Little Rock, where they are graded
by a cotton grader sent from the Bureau of
Markets at Washington. This bureau returns
the classification to the agent of the parties
ownmg the cottom, and at the same time the
samples are displayed in the office of our State *
Secretary, J. H, Fry, which is also located im
the old State House, Buyers from alt sources
are invited to visit this office and inspect the
samples and they make bids to Mr. Fry or my-
self 4s the case may be, which bids are for-
warded to the owners of the cotton. Thus the
members of the Uniom are provided with ex~
pert imformation as to the grade or merit of
their cotton and at the same time are furnishs
ed the oppertumity of receiving bids from
sources outstde of or beyond that which would
be offered in their loeal markets.

“It almost always results. in their getting a
higher price than could be had by the moa-
competitive manner of selling only to local
buyers. One instance of this was the sale last
Thursday at Paragould. The use of this meth-
od resulted im the sellers of over 200 bales re-
ceiving bids of $3.75 a bale above the prices
offered locally before this method was made

- effective in that market, and the total saved

ta the producers of this lot Of cotton was a.
lttle more than $750. This was quite a snug
s and really benefited many meore produc-
ers thatt those immediately interested in that
‘particular sale, since it influenced the strect
price on other cotton sold in that market.”

In a letter just received in which he encleses this

clipping, Mr. Mobley says: .

“Last year we handled about 10000 bales of
cotton and possihly 108 cars of cotton seed at™
good advances to the grower over local prices

paid for individual or small lot sales. This year

we expect an enormous imcrease im the busi-
ness, ¥ * * and our membership has dou-
bled since we inaugurated these plams.”

K 1
Buyers’ Offices Should Be Grouped
Together

ERE are plenty of excellent and honorable
men in the cotton-baying Business, of course,

and in what we have said in this article we
do not mean to indict them as a class. But so lomg

as such a large proportion of the growers are ig-
norant both of prices and grades, the opportus-
ties ‘for fraud are so great that honest cottom-
buyers have to face am almost disastrous competi-
tion. This good suggestion comes to us from ome
thoughtful buyer wha wishes to see better comdi-
tions prevail. He says:

“There is great meed for establishing genu-
ine ‘cotton exchanges’ in towns and cities sach
as market as many as, say, 10000 bales. The
buying of cotton is worked in Such a way m
most places as to make it very tedions to the
buyers and farmers. For instance here the
buyers are badly scattered over town and no
one of then gets a chance at one-half the re-
ceipts, and some are so poorly located that
they get a chance at less than one-fifth the
receipts. The resalt is the farmer is deprived
of that mnch competition and the buyer who
might pay one-~fourth cent mare, does not get
a chance at the cottorn.

“I§ the cottom were sampled by a cotton ex-
change superintendent and displayed on the
tables of the exchange where all buyers would

~ (Concluded on page 17, this issue)
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