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By L. A. MARKHAM

‘Divmﬁic?ﬁon and Independence in 19151
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WING}O determine the r_eai
Ieconomy of any kind of fencing
there are a number of factors
¢h ought to be taken-m-to cgns:d-
That fencing” which is ac-
complished at the l'owes_t'_ﬁrst_ cost
may often be the most expensive in
the end. The questions which under-
fie real economy--are such as these:
How long will the fence last without
expensive repairing? “What kind of
service will it give jwhlle it does last?
What kind of fencing will best meet
my farm requireqlen_ts? The most
economical fence 18 the !east expen-
sive one which will s:atlsfy the re-
quirements indicatéd in these gques-
Let us see what kind that is.

w]li

tions.
: S
Fencing to Meet the Farm Re-
quirements .

AKING the last of these questions
T first, the farm ought to be fenced,
for one thing, so as to enable a man

prove the qheapest fence in the long
run, Etut., if a man desires to avoid
the 'bullt_ilqg of so much hog-proof
fencing, it is entirely possible for him
to construct a movable fence which
he.can Set up anywhere it may be re-
quired. This can be done by covering
panels of the desired length with hog
wire and constructing upright sup-

ports, answering for posts, for them
to fit into at the ends,

S
The Best Wire to Use

ONE of the biggest economic factors
to be taken into consideration in
bu}npg fencing wire is its lasting
qqalnt_ws, and the lasting quality of
wire is determined mainly by its abili-
ty to resist corrosion. Ordinary paint-
ed wire soon loses its protective cov-
ering and begins to corrode and wear
out; but good galvanized wire, on the
other hand, will resist these destruc-
tive changes almost indefinitely. For
this reason, while the cost of galvan-

CONCRETE FENCE POSTS, SHOWING ANCHOR POST AND BRACES MADE OF-
"~ CONCRETE

to get the greatest possible benefit
from his pastures. As a great many
farms are now fenced the hogs cannot
be turned on the peanuts or the pea
held because there are no hog-proof
fences to keep them inside or to keep
them from depredating .on other
Crops. Even the cattle” and horses-
tamnot be turned on ‘the .cornfield
sometimes on account of -there being
Mo cross fences to restrain their
rambling about the place. Indeed,
there can hardly be any systematic
farming without systematic fencing to
make it possible and practicable,’
rom these reflections we arrive at
the conclusion that-a large part of ev-
try general farm, producing general
C{UDS and livestock, ought to be en-
Fiﬂs“l by a hog-proof fence ; and that,
;n? Systematic crop rotation includ-
thi Pasture crops is to-be maintained,
. ;hcultwate_d. portion of . the farm
orgf tto be divided into at least three
enc‘;m‘ sections by hog-proof cross
s . Permanent pastures, .also,
ﬁn to be fenced hog-proof.
limgg:;;(é?lfs .fencing is, -of course, a
Der 20 Ive at the ﬁrst-_—qt $5.75
rods for 30-inch hog wire and
bar e({le“s. 80-rod  spool for. eriough
ITe to put two strands above

€ hog wire :
Saiiar , the wire to fence a

$l14, ‘:mfarm of 40 acres would cost

| proporti
Staller o:—pl portionately more for
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onger fields, though less
nes; but, considering the,
pasturage which can be.
symmat.y,hog-proof, fencing and the-
: ‘Zing of the cropping ‘opera-.

© hog-proof fence may easily
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ized wire is a little higher than paint-
ed wire, it is more economical in the
long run to buy it. “
However, in buying even galvapized
wire a man cannot be entirely certain
as to it® lasting qualities, unless he
makes an actual test of its plating;
for only a carefully conducted test

can determine accurately the thick-

ness of the protecting coat of zinc.
Where a man is buying only a small
amount of wire the testing may not
be sufficiently important to justify the
small trouble and expense; but in the
case of a man who is buying a large
quantity of galvanized wire, especi_al-
ly that guaranteed to carry a high
percentage of zinc, the test should al-
ways be made, and it may prove a

very profitable piece of work. It will -

show whether or not the wire carries
the percentage of zinc it is su_pposed
to carry—whether or not it will have
the durability it ought to have. The
test is easy to make, since it consists
simply in immersion of a piece of the
wire in a solution of copper sglphate.
A description of the process 1s given
in Farmers’ Bulletin No. 239, of the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture. - »

B
The Fence Post Problem

N IMPORTANT element of econ-

omy in a fence post is its durabil-
ity. While the original cost of the
more durable post may be considera-
bly higher than that of .the ordinary
quick-rotting kind, 1t 1 always-found
in the end to be a good deal less ex-
pensive. ~ There are three .classes of

. posts which have the quality of dura-

e, . . - f
bility in a large degree, viz: pOsts ©
naturally durable wood, like bois d’arc

o

posts of ordinary timber that have
been given some sort of preservative
treatment. There are sections of
country, without especially durable
woods,_which have such an abundance
of ordinary timber that it may not
Pay a man with but little fencing to
do to bother about durable posts; but
in all other sections durability is a
Very important consideration, even to
?he small farmer, and a man will find
it the part of economy to use one of

these three classes of posts in his
fencing,

&
Posts of Durable Timber

WHAT we shall have to say in this

Y article as to the advisability of
using concrete or treated wooden
posts applies, of course, only where
a sufficient supply of good, durable
timber is not to be found in the
‘woods. A man who has plenty of bois
d’arc, black locust, walnut, cedar, or
even mulberry or good postoak need
not go to the expense of buying artifi-
cial or treated posts. It is not us-

- ually economical, either,. to treat

these posts with preservatives, for the
treatment does not add enough to the

- life of the post to justify the expense.
 The best plan is to simply season

them thoroughly, or slightly  char
them, and avoid preservatives.
o

Concrete Posts

IT APPEARS from investigations re-
corded in Farmers’ Bulletin No. 403,
of the United States Department of
Agriculture, that, with rock or gravel
at $1 per yard, sand at $1, cement at
$1.50 per barrel, wire cable for rein-

forcing at-1J% per pound, and labor at

about 20 cents per hour, the cost of
“heavy triangular” concrete posts
would be about 29 cents apiece. At
this. price, if the posts stand 12 feet
apart, the posts for fencing a square
farm of 40 acres will cost $127.50.
Here, again, the cost looks a little
high; but there are many sections
where concrete posts, eyen at this
price, would be less expensive than
good durable wooden posts. In some
sections locust posts sell as high as
35 cents apiece, willow 25 cents, and
bois d’arc 40 cents,

A man ought, if practicable, to make
his own posts. The home manufac-
ture of concrete fence posts is by no
means a complicated or formidable
undertaking. Bulletin No. 403 of the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture gives full instructions for doing
the work, The molds can be made of
wood at very small expense; or sev-
eral neighbors can go in together and
buy a set of steel molds to be used
among them time about. The best
plan, in fact, is to buy both molds-and
materials—cement, sand and gravel—
together, codperatively, so as to get
the benefit of lowést prices.

r
Wooden Posts, Treated

N MANY sections there is little or

no timber that will make a durable
post; and, at the same time, materials
for the manufacture of concrete are
far away and very expensive. Here
the best and least expensive solution
of the problem is the making of or-
dinary posts durable by giving them
some sort of good preservative treat-
ment. Pine, cottonwood, gum, elm,
hickory, ash, maple, willow, etc., can
be made, by different methods -of
treatment, to last as long as the dura-
ble woods or longer. This is an ex-
perimentally established fact.

One of these methods is the char-|.

ring of the post over an’ open fire,
thus giving it a coat which is resistant

in a considerable degree to the en- |.
trance of the organisms which bring |

about decay. It is best to char the
(Concluded on: page 22, this issué)
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{To Help _

An Opportunity

YOUR SCHOOL

The school that your children
attend is your school. Unless
the parents show their interest
and help, the school will not be
-all it should be.

Every school shduld have a
large American Flag and a
school library.

And every school can have
both without cost, if the parents
will coOperate with the teachers
and The Progressive Farmer.

May we send you our plan
for helping every school in the
South to earn a School Lib
and School Flag? A postalr:v'i'ﬁ
bring it.

' The Progressive Farmer.

Once Again, Send forlt!

Here’s a brief list of things
we offer in our Reward List:

For one new subscription,

SignatureKnife Housewife Mag.
Stag Han- Today’s Mag.
dle Jack Knife 4 Grape Vines
Fine Razor Boy’s Magazine
Sewing Awl - Your choice of
Needle Book over 100 books.

A postal card will bring a
copy of our Reward Catalogue,
telling you all about hundreds
of fine gifts. It’s free for the
asking. Get yours! '

Beware of Fake Sub-
scription Agents

Don’t give your money to
any agent for The Progressive
Farmer or any other paper un-
less the aﬁent shows you a Jet-
ter from the publisher authoriz-
ing him to take subscriptions.
Also be sure that he gives you a
receipt on the printed receipt
blank of the Company and make
sure that the receipt is properly |
made out and shows the amount
you pay and the exact length of
'{@me it pays on your subserip-

ion.

When an agent offers to give
you a worthless fountain pen,
razor, or eyeglasses that will
ruin your eyes---and tells you
the paper is giving them as an
introductory offer, put it down |
that the agent or the paper is
no good and. say “good-by” to
him right away.

All authorized Progressive
Farmer agents have letters of
guthority and give you a re-
ceipt on our printed blanks, but
they do’nét offer to give you
fake premiums. Our paper is
worth its full subseription price.
And if a paper isn’t worth its }
price, you certainly don’t want
W -

“] am sure that the Progressive Farmer is
the one greatest factor for the uplift and ed-
ucation of the Southern farmer. In fact, I} -
believe you are doing more for us than all
other agencies combined.” —A. M. Yates,
Charlotte, N.C.
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