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ht that what the
South ought to do 18 to Al “first—feed its
people and its animals, hlﬁ( its billion-dollar
cotton crop free of 'debs. - We can't quite do this,

but we could come a;nuing!, -mear it, and if we did

as well as we could, the South would soon be
about as near an Bl Doudq ior wuith as anybody
ought to wish for® *

And here the pomt fi Brnthu Reaaer. that 3

whether or not the' South as & Whﬁ}e 1dnpts this
wise policy in 1916,4it's one you can adopt on
own farm, and with correspendingly good results.

The Southerd farmer has produced almost in~

credible quantities. of ﬁealth. every year,, the trou-
ble is he hasn’t kept it. “Our wealth-producing

power,” as Prof, E, €. Branson 53}'3, “has been. .
taining gower shamefully

enormous ; our wealth-re

feeble . . . Money ‘talks, but in most cotton
i;nd tobacco counties aboht all it says 13 good-
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Average Southern Fm {'n h-u
Profits 1000 Per Cent
R. Seaman ‘A Kuapp, was not far- fm ﬂdﬁt.
when he estimated that we might increase
800 per cent the actual profits—not the t
earnings but the actual net pmﬁts—of the a
l\outhvzrn farm worker. He di\ﬁded the M W
cent increase as follows: :

300 per cent by using mo.re and better !wl‘k
stock, tools and machinery

200 per cent by raising more and b“tt“ uttk.
hogs, horses, poultry, ete.; T

150 per cent by better totatwn. dwmlm“‘
and cultivation;

50 per cent by bettit dl'ﬂll‘l'ﬂ |

20 per cent by using and owmbetter aeel
30 per cent by growiag nre e
crops,
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] bav th himself and see, which of
‘_*Lthtﬂm just matmned he can adopt
iq-tﬁﬁ, and then set out to join with
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~How fast such cobperation is de
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‘And’ then thqre are a number af other thmgs

' '‘that M. Farmer should resolve to do this year, not
- to make more mioncy, but to help his neighbor-
" hood and make it a better place to live in. For

'-'}ust as it is ﬁnible to increase cash, profits ten-
fold, so we eve it 'is possible to increase our
happiness davidcnds 1,000 per cent nlso. The h@-

er nhould—-— _

1, Help get a better schoo!. The first test of

_eyety neighborhood, the first question asked by
- every stranger is, “Has it a good school?”

¢ 2 “Help get better roads. For the second ques-
tmn the stranger asks is sure to be about either
‘roads or churches.

farm:rs club. Don'’t say, “Farmers won't stick”;
first do @ little sticking yourself. And make real
business codperatian, not talk, the aim:

1f not already organized) a club of farm women;
and enroll your hoys and girls m c¢ora club, can-
ning club, pig club, etc.

5.  Resolve to _have some nexghbarhood picnics,
'baseba.ll games, and a commumty fair in the fall.

~

Huw anm Can Get Needed Legislation

“LL these things we can do as individuals and
‘a5 neighbors, and we have been repeatedly
~emphasizing their J.mportam We are now
-'m however, that this is election year and

‘there are many things facmers should do as citi-
zens in “la win a larger measure of prosper-
ity and happiness for themselves. But there's no
use exXPe ‘to win these things unless you are
willing to fi ilim them. And there’s ?o use ex-
- pecting them are going to vote for a man
mmu w":is stand on vital issues but just

@ great hand-shaker, or a great joke-
m he remembers your name better
e other il:ﬂow. The time has come when

dacy want and vote for
thednvhovﬁgent. falh' ;
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ought t0 demand Congress give us a
workable rural credits system, with
government-aid to local societies to in-
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McAdoo say—and say right-

today, with his emmmmhh Jy—that the gbunnnt should itself assist the
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that it is possible weean-shipping Dbusiness if private capital does
. ,,tmtpﬂ'ﬁgnhw not respond readily enough in the beginning ; and

- the~same prmc!p!e should apply in rural credzts
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3 W Famcu lhoul& - the- pmjoatd in-
«M in taxes on.gasoline, hnkehch.m.. and
hﬂlt ‘that the United States Goverameént get its

.Any incresse in Ihcome
" faxes should comé from those above the present

“exemption, not from those below it.
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therefare for cvery farmerto

_and “the general good;” school books for the poor,

~such* progress in eivilization means taxes. “The

3. Join the Local Farmers’ Union or other

““Encourage your wife o join (er organize-

308, revénues from taxes on inheritances and the in- .
'“ comes of the wealthy.
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s crop lien. The hw 5

k-

it permits interest
rer cent, as was prov-

eﬁat present binds the giver to a form
‘of slavery. o person under Heaven can limit the
~rate of interest to be charged, and the giver is -

rless to go anywhere else to get even the

- 'food to sustain life. We might permit crop liens | | it
o to'ba given in return for advances of so mucheash | i
a month (as we suggested in our credit upiom ar- | @ |

ticle last week) leaving the lien-maker free to buy -
in the cheapest market, or we might permit crop

liens td" be ,given merchants, goods to be charged E

at cash prices plus 1 per’ cent a month, but the
‘present unregulated crop lien is a dxsgrace to civ-
ilization; ‘We must mend it or end it.

2. We must have a better tax system. Some
say we should have less taxes. We don’t think so.
The Government should do more for the citizens
than it does now—more for roads, schools, health

for example, should probably be provided. And all

savage pays no tax.” But what we do need' is to
have the tax burdehs lightened on those less able
to-bear them and made heavier upon those more
able to bear them—especially when the wealth is .

unearned. 'We lhould tax the gains of thrift and ) [ _

industry less, the gains of chance or inheritance
more, The poll tax is an iniquity and should be - '
abolished, and some prona:on should be made for =

exempting from taxation, say, a man's first $500

worth of tools, machinery and work stock; the
tools of mdu:try. the things that create wca.lth_ bl |
Then heavier taxes should be levied on inheri- " |
tances of $5,000 or over to make up for the loss = |
from these sources, Some may call this socialism.

We call it Justu:e. :

OtherNeededLaws

HESE are two of the most important re-

forms we believe farmers should fight for

this year. Other thmgl that ahou!d have at-
tention are:;—

3. Legislation permattmg race segregation in

land ownership by commumty local option, Neigh-

_ borhoods where the majority of the people are

white and wish to keep them white should be able
to prevent absentee landlords from sandwiching
‘undesirable Negroes in among white neighbors,
The same power to keep out other races, would, of
course, be given Negro communities where they
own the land. :

4, The Torrens System of registermg land ti-
tles should be adopted in states still without it.
The new rural credit land banks will make the
Torrens System a necessity and it should be adop-
ted in every state—as it is bound to be sooner or
later.

5. A state warehouse system modeled after the

South Carolina plan recently described in The Pro- | |

gressive Farmer by Commissioner McLaurin, The ".
state must actively encourage and develop ware-
houses, while the United States should inspect and
insure uniformity of grades and certificates.’ :

6. Better support of public schools with com-
pulsory attendance. The only way the South can
bécome rich is b?r developing the briun-power of «
its citizens. An ignorant people are always poor,
Has a parent 2 right to condemn his child to a life:
sentence of ignorance and poverty? . v

7 “Back of all reform lies the method of gtttm ¢
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it,” says Woodrow Wilson, The people must have -
the machinery so they can actually get the rehril',- }%
want and not have their will throttled by ~ =
~bosses and machines. Hence every state M'-'j'_ff_""‘:'
have a legalized state-wide primary for all parties .
and all offices the same day with the r.amp ulsery
secret ballot ; and the people should pn‘-* 4 774
er of the initiative and refere ;,_....1
guarded as to prevent ovterloadht th mhn 'ﬂli > kK
too many propoutxons at once, 20 k
8, Let temperance legistation kzpu wiﬁ
the growth of public sentiment, but aim especially
to educate the as to the of alcohol so s

they will understand and approwe :
0. Abolish the office of county treasurer and all
investigate commission
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_in m  says that 6.or 8 per cent per annum | § |
is ingerm qmohgh and to charge more is usury;

~yet in the aame of time

. at a rate averaging 50 to 7
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