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Buy fertilizers in whlch Cotton Seed Meal is usédas the source of ammonia. Potu.h
is indispensable in the preparation of fertilizers. Yet the hi F prices offered by manu-
facturers of munition will cause practically the entire supply in thls country to be di- §
verted from the fertilizer industry.
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Yovmulely plant fewer seed by using the COLE. mmdmhommdumm

They lie in 2 straight line at the bottem of a V-shaped furrow. The young plants grow stout

@ and stocky because not over-crowded. They stand unchopped longer without injury because the planty

¥ gtand apart in a straight line. Unchopped plants are not injured when thinning, The seed fall in plain, .

B gight. Nohe are wasted at the end of the rows. The wind can’t blow them away, mmcoum
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STRAWBERRY GROP

Pomta on P Pukin. and Sllip-
ping \That Will Aid the Grower in
Gﬂtln. Better Rotum e

. E follomng nummary taken
from/a new farmers’ bulletin,

No." 664, of the United “States
Department of Agricultare, “Straw-
berry Growing in the South,” Shows

| the importanee of caréful grading apd: 2

packmg if the" grower éxpects to ob-
tain “quality” prices:”
The stage of maturity at whlch ber-

| ries- should-be: picked ‘depends” upan;

the distance they are to be shipped.
When' grown for a local market they.
should be picked “when thoroughly
ripe, but mnot- soft. * Tf grown for a’
distant marketthe berries must be
picked ~before they are, thorotighly
ripe, but they should be fully”grown
and about. three-fourths ripe. If
picked before they are colored the
berries will shrink and wither, mak- °
ing: them unfit for sale. Strawber-
ries should be picked with a short
piece of stem attached (about one-
fourth - to one-half inch), They
should never be slipped from the
stem, as that spoils their appearance
and injures their shipping and keep-
ing qualities.

; Packing the Fruit
NIFORMITY ‘in the pack is es-

sential in order to obtain high

prices for strawberries, and this can
be secured only when the berries

have been carefully graded and sort- -

ed. Some growers have the berrles

graded in the field:

A common pract:ce in  some - sec-
tions is to pick the ripe berries of all

| grades: into -the same- box and when"

the tray is full fo take it to the pack-

ing shed, where the bérries are sorted

and packed. The graders dump the
berries on a table and pick out all
green, over-ripe or small berries. The
others are placed in the boxes, one
of the graders arranging the top lay-
ers 'in such' a  way ‘that the berries

1 show to best advantage. When ber-
ries are packed in this manner, care
| should be taken not to put-the small,
' inferior -berries in the center of the
_box and the large fine berries on top.

The fruit should be uniform through-

"out the box, with the top layer mere-
1y placed to add to the attractiveness

of the pack and to hold the fruit in
place. Where a fancy pack is put up,
tie berries should be divide® .mto
two grades.

After the berries are picked they
should be placed in the shade as
soon as possible, for heat injures the
fruit in a short time., The pickers
should not be allowed to leave the
filled boxes along the rows, where
the berries will be exposed to the
sun. The shorter the time that elap-
ses after the fruit is picked before it
18 put into refrigerator cars or re-
frigerator boxes the better it is for
the berries, which will continue to

‘ripen rapidly until they are chilled.

Large Crates Preferable

' MANY different types of boxes and

crates are used for strawberries
but the tendency is toward-a stand-
ard full-size quart box. In fact, in
several states it is illegal to offer for

g | sale a short box; shipments to these

§. - ot drag for covering, : :f_.'.-'
f Our 1916 Catalog %
| !mmed Implements sent Free, /7

Never throw away a copy of The . §
frpmmiu Farmer. If you don't file \
af paper for future reference, then
mgm»r to some farmer, farm ° |-

markets must be handled to conform
with the laws. The boxes now in use

-|are the American or standard quart

berry -box, which holds a full quart;

the . octagon box; and the square

scale-board type quart and - pint
boxes~ The American type is the one
that is mest generally used; it is full
size, strongly made, and packs well
in the crate. The octagon box is ob-
jectionable on account of its' shape

and the ralsed bottom. A long, nar- -

row. box is not satisfactory, because

e} | it is inconvenient to pick up without
i} | grasping ~ the - sides ~befweén :the.
wslog.{ | thumb and’ fingers, and when hanﬂled

gl in thxs w:ay the. bﬁu‘igg are Lkely 1;0

‘tion,

e mashed. Mqreover, the
-boxes with' raised bottoms off:aie:, Ff
off below the bottom, Causing (.
‘boxes to tlp over, .The scale- bOafl
boxes_are cheaper than splint boxr
but as the lat.ter are more suhst;,les
tial they are preferred in nearly :II
markets. The type oi Crate depeﬂd
on the- ‘baxes that are’ used. Any ¢ :
that 'is substant:ally built and y 1l
ventzlated wqﬁtlsfactory, but coste.
an lmpor\hﬂt conmderatlon as [hes
Ebt refurned Yo the shipper. Th{
{arg st craté “that can be handled
conveniently 13 the omie to use, as the
Tirge ongs are cheaper i proportion
to the -quantity of berries. they carry,
The 24 or 32-quart Crates are gener-
ally” used,’ though in some sections
the GO-Quart ‘grate  is Employed
Crates with "hingéd lids have an ad-
vantage over others in that they pro-
vide" for the" inspection of the fruit
to better advantage The hinged-lid
crate mﬂtes inspection, and this is
a point in its favor.

A large part of the strawberry crop
grown in Florida is shipped to north-
ern markets in refrigerator boxes
These boxes, or pony refrigerators,
hold’64 or 80 quarts of berries. Af-
ter the boxes of berries are placed in
the refrigerator a metal tray is put
in place above the berries and filled
w:th ice. The main advantage in us-
ing these’ refngerator boxes is in
long-distance -~ express shipments,
where refrigeration is necessary.
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Orchard and (iarden Work This
Week and Next

RUNE rose bushes before the new

. growth begins,

Now is a good time to top-graft ap-
ple trees.

See that no fruit. tree is allowed to
stand another ‘year without bemg
pruned.

Tie the climBing roses and orna-
mental vines to their supports before
the spring growth begins.

There is no better tool than the
wheel hoe for cultivating the garden.

‘Secure one now for use this year.

A list of ‘vegetables that may be
planted before danger of frost is
past: garden peas, cabbage cauliflow-
er, beets, turnips, onions, lettuce, rad-
1sh kale, spmach

If there is no cover crop in the or-
chard it should be plowed as early in
the spring as the ground is in condi-
tion to be worked.

Do not prune early spring flower-
ing shrubs at this season other than
to remove the dead wood, else the
number of flowers will be lessened

When planting vegetables use
enough seed to be sure of a L’OOd
stand, If later the plants require
thinning this is preferable to the in-
convenience and delay of making 4
second or third sowing. y

In beautifying the home grounds
best effects are secured by having an

open center at the front. Shrubbery

should be at the sides, near the
house, or at the end of the lawn.

Do not set out fruit trees without
first trimming all the roots. Loncgl
straggling roots should be :slv:;rtm:it’i
to eight or ten inches, and bal gr
bruised roots entirely removed. A S.;
if a tangled mass of side root(sl a;d
present they should be shortened 2

thinned. = - F.J. CRIDER,

‘Associate Hortmultunst
Clemson College, S. C.
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