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SeltNot eFertllmr

OES salt ‘contain - any potash"’
Not ‘a bit of .it. ‘Salt is chloride
of soda, and- soda will- nat “‘take the
place” of ° ‘potash,’thoiigh - there " are -
‘somé ‘who think ‘it will. * In“‘a sotl
.abounding in"“insoluble - potash
; mlght possibly help to release it. But
‘as yoil refer to the Irish® potafo ¢rop,
T would say that T think salt ‘will do
‘more harfn than good on that crop,

.. -and that an’ equal mixture of cottoo
. _seed 'meal and" acid--phosphate is
e about as good as we ctan do

SeedOlts

“I AM sendmg two: samples of oats.
No. 1 is known in Tllinois as Red
Spring - oats, and No.. 2 as ‘White
" Spring oats. . Please examiné and say
" which is best for farmers to uSe
here : .

"As. .a :rule. sprmg oato downot

amount ‘to-muchi_ The ‘white sample
But I ‘have ‘long*

£°18 :thc heavier: oat. -
since. found :thaf. in  the" South out
Southern oats are. far better: for sow= -
‘in-. the South: than -.any . Northera
spring- oats. ~ I would sow either the
Virginia Gray Turf oats or the- Ap-
pler, an xmprovement on: the Texas
Red.. - .

Sundry Queries
HAT is the best and most ten-
“der and stringless bunch bean?
What is the name of a field corn that
will produce more than any other?
What is the best summer tomato that
will not rot?”

I know of no better snap bean than
Burpee’s Green Pod Stringless. The
Cocke’s Prolific, Marlboro Prolific
and Mosby Prolific are all heavy
yielding corns. There is no tomato
grown that will not rot under some
conditions, 1 grow Success, Red Rock

and' Mississippi Girl for thé main"
. summer crop, and Langdon Earliana -
- and Bonny-Best for the ea’flieSt' :

Potatoes for Seed

TE HAVE about 15 biishel§ of Ir= | -

ish potatoes grown last sprmg,
whrch I thought of planting, but am
told they: will not bear. 'Can you tell
me if it will pay ¢o plant them? They
. seem sound and sproutmg” :
“If-you have succeeded in carrymg
the crop of last spring ‘thréugh in a
plump -and- unshriveled condition, " I
can_sée. no .reason .why they should
.But if the potatoes are
shriveled they will ‘grow weakly and
I would not use -them. - The best seed
potatoes_are those grown- late in the
. fall. from -cold storage seed, and
_which. are perfectly plump and un-
sprouted. Last spring I planted home-
grown seed from this late fall crop
grown. on the Eastern Shore of Vir-
ginia, and made the finest crop of
Cobblers I have ever grown. You can
get seed of this character in Louis-
ville, Ky., for they are largely grown
for seed around there, and the finest
crops I have seen in the great Nor-
folk truck section were from Ken-
tucky seed. Seed potatoes from
Maine are so apt to bring disease
that there is a tendency to avoid
them,

Rot in Sweet Potatoes

E ARE troubled very much with -

a rot in sweet potatoes, call-
ed dry rot, which seems to be car-
ried over from year to year in our
soils. The general practice of the
farmers here is to use the same seed
bed year after year. I would like
to know if an-application of sulphur
mixed with the soil in the seed bed
~ would destroy the disease in the bed

- and not interfere with the sprouting.
could we use some strong dip to
troy the germs on the petatoee 1%y
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bed you :will probably have the: dls
.ease,’and so long as you bed any: po-
tatoes ‘showing thé dark :spots of- the
‘black rot you will have the disease in
the crop-and some black shank plants
~in ‘the. bed-probably. - Sulphar. mlght
have-a slight effect in checking it, but
“sprinkling’ the potatoes with formal-

dehyde, I’ pirit to 25 gallons of water,

would. hiye a better effect.” But tlie
‘best thing wilt .be to grow "healthy

‘seed Tor-belding,” by growxng a l'ate'

crop from- healthy ‘vine cuttings and.

~ keeping these over. for bedding. Then’
never:-bed in:the same -place. twice,
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I T I:NK'athat if you. woulﬂ gwe us ~Earliana, and they h
plpin, @egttoas‘ahﬂﬂt -thestart-- well, .. 1. -have

mg and growing. of- early tomatoes,;:
daming the best vaciefies, it would
be very useful to'a lot of us. Also .

" state whether it is. better to get seed

from -the ~North or to - pse home-
grown seed if we have them”
The tomato crap haa alway,s ‘been .
a favorrte w*th me. I° have tried
about” every- new vanety _that. has
been brought out in - the last 40 or
more years. When I first became i in=
Ierested m tomatoes as’ a youngster
d ‘there were cbmparat:vely few. grown: -

» and the; great eroppmg .of .this .vege:"

table for eanmng had not been begun.
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" Seo- long as .you usé the same seed

. ..up near “the Canada line sta

. Then. .all the totnatoes grown were
etther the big: rough sorts or, ‘the lit-
tle Cherry and . plum. warret:es.\ Tlge
smooth- and solid tomataes of today
had not been produced .. The largest
vanety was the Mexican Chihuahua.
one yean at'a: t:me. y oA .. It was large and solid, but. awfully

‘ 7S . rough,_ and, the only” smooth sorts
Plester for Clover o ;'.*g;;idthe small ones I have men-
FROM V‘rguua (i ‘have some red”
clover.sown, last. August, which I
wish . to .topvdress with - somethmg
How would plaster-do which I see ad-
vertised near Roanoke? .It is what
is called lime marl. - Is it any good to
build - up Jafid gy ~ s,
The lxme marl is- not plaster. It is

and always bed in clean sand and not
in rich -soil. " ¥ou will get short.and
well rooted -plants in sand, and- when
healthy potatoes are bedded you will
get-rid: of -the ‘rot if- you do. not plant
the same land in potatoes more- than

-

“Ab out 1865 or thereabquts the ﬁrst'
rea lyu smooth tometo was . brought
out and called the Tilden. This. was
really a .pretty and smooth, red . to-
mato, but it had very. blg hollow seed
cavities and was far from being solid,
Still its perfect smoothness made it
popular, and for a time it became the
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MARCIl JOBS FOR BUSY FARMERS

'Apply nitrate of soda to small grain when leaf blades are dry.
" Break land for summer crops. Do not plow land too wet.

Plant the following vegetable seed in the open garden—lettuce, spinach,
beets, onion seeds and sets, salsify, turnips, radishes. Transplant cabbage from
cold frames to open ground. The latter pert of the month pllnt garden corn,
snap beans, kale, parsnips.

If troubled with root knot or wilt in tomato or eebbece. set phntl where

&, they luve not been grown before. gl ™
5 PlnnteominMemhtoeeoapeloauﬁomblllbugmdbudworm. :
«« -+ Spray peath trees wnth _arsenate of lead when bude heve melled to eont:rol
-Z :h’uitwormu : ;
. “Telégraph or.write state: vetennirnn if your ho;a have el:olere.
" Keep- httle ehlckenl away ﬁ‘om llym[ hene. " —Clemson College Bulletin.
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calcmm carbonate, and plaster is the leadmg sort* Then a few others of
sulphate ‘of lime. On land like yours; improved -character appeared, “and
which abounds in insoluble potash, I the first pink one 'I' remember- was
have found that plaster does- have the Acme. This.is a solid sort -but
some effect’ on - clover 'in the release has been superseded by petter varie-
of potash.” The lime marl will also ties of: the same colot.” Some mar-
have some such effect. ' In the im- kets still prefer the: pink varieties,
provement of the land the lime marl, but most cities take the bright’ red
which is simply the carbonate of lime ones in preference to these
deposited from the action of running: : The greatest advantce in tomatoes
water on limestone rock, can be used camié when the Trophy was introduc-
profitably in curing the acrdlty of the ed. “Col. Waring, then in Rhode Is-
so;l if it can be had at a reasonable land; introduced’ this as beirg the old
price, - But it will take twice as much Chrhuahna tomato . gotten -into a
of it per acre as of slaked burnt lime smooth skin, and he asked $5 for 20
to have a similar effect. Hence it is a seed, and I paid it. ‘I planted them
matter of cost mainly. : early in January in -my. greenhouse
I once used slaked lime as a top- and got 17 plants. I grew these in
dressmg on clover in the early spring, pots and made cuttings of them as
getting it in as well as possible with fast as the growth would allow and
smoothing harrows. It had a very rooted the cuttings, so that by plant-
fine effect on the clover on land where~ing:-time T had 150 plants and sold’ 18
peas had been turned under and some of them for half ‘a- dollar each, so
organic matter restored to the soil. that the $5 proved a proﬁtable ln-
Probably this result may to some ex- vestment. :
tent have been due to the release of Two years later T had 50,000 p ants’
potash, but mainly to rendering the of the Trophy set in the field from
soil sweeter for the clover. If the seed started early, and had the first
lime marl is finely pulverized and can tomatoes on the market the third
be had eheap enough it can profitably week in June, though the Tro--
be used in making conditions favora- phy would not now be classed as an
blé to the clover. The only possible early tomato. That crop paid re-
effect of plaster would be in the re- markably well. Since the introduc-
lease of potash, for it does not cure tion of the Trophy tomato we have
acidity in the soil as lime carbonate had a regular deluge of tomato va-
does, rieties, and there has: every year
been an effort to improve the earli-

ness of the varieties.

JUST TO GET EVEN
' Wite—Now, John, my sister Belle and her - The earliest tomato I tested among
steady are coming to call on us tonight. 8o

the «early ones brought out was
you must sct the part of an ldeally

Maule’s Earlieet ‘Then came rk’s
married man. sn.-mtquum.om Earlis ehich T . have ISp:‘"

lobohn (savagely) —Leave It to mel That thought to be o seleéction from
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-8rOWn - tomatoes
their Seed foraaeveral years, aflr&) I

“have fouﬁd that in gettin,
est it is well to get %he *segeclhft‘roer:rh
far north s’ practicable, They co 0
‘earlier. than- seed- -saved -here, Bme
for the late: varieties home-gro .
‘seed’ seleeted from. the best, smoo:l,n
est, most solid and meaty and proli.
fie pl:ntsrare -as good- as any you ca
buy from the North :
‘The Earliana is the earliest toma
to I. Have evér tned -Next and very
clOSRI‘BEhl&d!\ it ;:omes Bonny Best,
not- asweekelater,. and.a .more solid
‘and rounder and ‘prettier coldred to.
mato.. John B Baer. was sent out tyo
or three yea'rs ago as’ the earliest of
. I have- ‘grown it’ two seasons and
.wlll' drop ‘it for: Bonny Best; as it is
full two. weeks . late, and in fact ng
-earlier than' Stone, which' is so large-
ly planited for. the "canners. * While
Stone is‘'a'good smooth solid tomato,
~there are’ othér. sorts. as: -good: ‘and far

- try to’'make a smooth tom

“* jore- -prolifie;- Sucress 'is one of the

bret rnain* crop :red fomatoes and
Glohe is.the best pink one.’

"Now as'to growmg early tomatoes.
A good rule is to ‘sow the seed ten
weeks befor,e it“is safe asually to set
the plants in the open ground. I sow
in‘'a box of soil about two and a half
inches deep in ‘my little greenhouse,
It takes a very small box to start a
good many plants, for as soon as they
are large enough to handle I trans-
plant them 134 inches apart in an-
other box, setting them a little deep-
er. Then for the earliest I transplant

_to other-boxes over two inches apart,

and from these to a cold frame under
glass sashes. - As my sashes are dou-
ble-glazed, I can put them in the
frame earlier than where only cot-
ton cloth is used, I set them tour
ineh_es apart, and expose them to
the air as much as the weather will
allow; %0 as to- get ready to stand
better- when set. out.” By the time
they ‘are ‘to go ‘out 'l want the stems -
to<look- purplish ratheér than green,
shm*nng hardiness.’ - ' -

* ‘But few. have ' greenhouse to start
in, and where this is the case use a
box in a ‘sunny- window of a warm
room. ~ A cigar box will start enough
for the average garden if you trans-
plant them to. larger boxes as soon
as large enough to handle. '

I always take some risk in setting
out the plants. A good plan is to run
ridges east and west three feet apart
and set the plants low down on the
sunny side of the ridges. Then if
frost threatens merely lean the
plants over agannst the ridge and
cover them with soil, They are then
very easily released. after. the cold
passes. I set the plants in rows three
feet apart and two feet apart in rows
Set a“stake by each plant six feet
high and train the plants to single
stems, tying this to a stake and keep- |
ing the suckers pinched out.

- As a fertilization, my whole gar* &
den is covered thyﬂy with horse
manure in‘the fall, and this is turned 7
under in spring and some fine bone 4
meal or acid phosphate is worke
into the soil along the rows Whel“
making the ridges. For the ¢ar y
crop 1 sow Langdon Earliana aﬂc
Bonny Best. Then when these hav
been set in the open ground ISs 5
seed in the frame of Red Rock, uto
cess, Mississippi Girl and GlOb% "
have plants coming in at their eng
when the earliest ones are gcg‘o
inferior. Then I sow more S¢¢ he
these in the open border about i
first of June to make plants that fwre
give me their best fruit just beto '
frost, and will have plenty of fwost
grown green tomatoes when :m
comes, and these I wrap in papc; ing
pack away in a cool place and ft -
out a few to ripen In the houst & =
time, and thus Heep tomatf"fs

s uugg-. for 1 hue had the- nhm_._h.._mﬁil .




