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The Virgmu Lemslmtnre jiist 2 ned adopﬂted
2 more thorough-going: mhcn;tme tax. Now let
the farmers of Alabama, Florida, Mississippi and
South Carolina {they are the only states left ex-
cept Rhode Island and New Mexico without inher-
itance tax laws) see that their next Legislatures
relieve them from. this disgrace. We don’t know
that a constitutions] amendment would be required
in “ny other state ‘but Ahbnmn b'ut if 50, fet it
comel ‘
* % %

If your school term ist’t as kmgaa it ought ¢o be,
why not keep on thinking that idea of a
school farm, sending five cents to the United
States Bureau of Education, Washington, D. C., for
a copy of its bulletin on thesubject? This bulletin
describes mamly the work in Wake County, N. C..
but the idea is spreading. The county superin-
tendent of Macon County, Ala,, reports that he has
started 28 school farms there Certainly'if you are

a school committeetman, you oughl to investigate

this subject. _
* F &

Few forms of cofperation are saore profitable
than cooperative purchase of fertilivers. If your
Local Union hasn’t placed its order yet, better look
after the matter at onge.

* % %

Our neighbor, the St. Louis Mirrot, gats consid-
erably excited about the overwhelming vote there
to keep Negroes from moving mto white blocks or
neighborhoods in future. “The proposal,” it says,
“carried by a disgraceful, ur-American, inhuman
majority of 34000," And whether the Mirror likes
it or not it will ind people voting about the same
way whenever they get a chamce—even as far
north as St. Louis, The New York Survey, which
is opposed to the plan, admits that half the 17000
votes against segregation were cast by Negro

voters. It will be seen, therefore, that the actual
white vote was divided as follows
Against SEErEZALION .vuvevviosonnsnes 8,500
For Segregatiog ....icc..niecaseen. .. 52,000

Th(; white vote was thus 6 to 1 in favor of segre-
gatllon—-and St. Louis has a Republican majority,
too
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Look next week fora ltscusmon of taxation and
the farmer, . [

Orgmizing Farmers' llllll Snﬁ'js Basnks
HEN the writer was traveling in Japan and
India five years ago we found that even in

those so-called ‘“heathen countries” farm- .

¢rs were coming fogether and organizing “mutual
savings and fpan associdtions” or credit unions. As
we wrote from Tokyo in 1911:

“There are also in most communities, I learn,
‘codperative -¢redit societies’ {correspondimg
somewhat to the mwtmal building and loan so-
cieties in American towas), by means of which
the farmess escape the clstches of the. Shylock
mm)'-l:ndeu who-lave heretofore charged as

high as 20 to 30 per ceat for advances. The
Japanese farmers invest their. surplus funds in
these ‘cojperative credit sorieties,’ just as they
would in savisgs banks, except that 1o their
flm their savangs are used solely for h%

weir imnwediate neighbors wbwhoo
A judicions commmittee passes apom cach small
1oamand whide the interest rates might seem
e‘lgh to us, we have to remember that money
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made notable progress in the South, enlisting the
interest of extension *workms in Texas, while in
North Carolina the work now . ‘has the attention of
a whole-time organizer of credit unions.

Every Sauthera farmer should read Prof. Camp"s
article in this issue explaining how credit unions
operate, while all readers who have copies of “How
Farmers Codperate and Double Profits” shonid re-
read the chapter on “Two Irish Rural Credit Socie-
- ties and How They Work”
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Boycott the Usurers
N ALABAMA iriend writing us suggests t'hls
plan of dealing with the usury evil:
“Why not fet farmers and their fnends re-

fuse to-deposit money in any bank that charges
more than the legal rate of interest?”

This, of course, is not a panacea, but neither is
anything else that has been proposed; and it is
good as far as it goes. As our friend says: *In

this way farmers who have money to deposit can

assist these who have to depeud oa borrowing.”
We hope local Unious, individual farmers, etc,,
will take up this idea, find out which banks deal
fairly and which unfairly, and then give patronage
only to those that obey the law, boycotting the us-
urers. - ,

We shoanld also like to have for use, without
printing any names or addresses, instances of us-
ury pratticed on our readers. Write us. Here are
some tases that have come to our attention within
the last week: (1) Last year a workingman went to
a loan shark in the writer’s town to borrow $20.
“All right,” said the shark, “give me your note for
fifteen days for $24” At the end of the fifteen
days the borrower didn’t have the $24 buf had $4,
so he reduced the debt to $20 again, again gave his,
fifteen-day note for $24, and did this twice a month
for a year—paying in this time $96 interest on a
$20 debt, and still owed the $20. Then in despera-
tion he went to a bank and got the money at
legal interest. (2) “Anether man I know,” said our
friend, “has paid a loan shark $20 a moath interest

" on a $150 loan.” (3) A farmer went to a lawyer
and gave a $1,000 note for a $900 Toan.

It is high time for the conscience of the nation
to arouse itself against this shameless robbery of
God’s poor. 'We must boycott usurers and we must
draft laws that will reach them.

&
Mutual Fire Insurance

NE of the great obstacles in the way of cotton
O warehousing heretofore has been the high ia-
surance rates charged, and when State Ware-
house Commisstoner McLaurin of South Carolina
last year got the rates in his State reduced from
$3.50 on the $100 to $1.58, he did about the biggest
thing he could possﬂy have done to promote
warehousing among his people.

But this wasn't afl that his action did. lee a fire-
‘bell at night it sounded an alarm, waking up the
people te the extortions heretofore practiced by
the insuramee trast—a trust which operates unre-
- strained and. wnchallenged in more than one state

in the South. The result was that the Legxslaturc_

passed an act providing that insurance companies
entering into combinations to fix rates should be
expelled from the state. And the further result is
that many big companies are giving up South Car-
olina business. .

This, of course, is embarrassing temporarily, but
it will do good if it leads to the organization of
focal mutual campanies, And this s what Mr. Me-
Laurin is wrging. Through such companies, he
points out, “the farmers of Anderson, Oconee, Un-
ton, Newberry, Cherokee, York, Chester, Fairfield,
Marlboro and Darlington wre now getting. § nsur-
auce on their dwellings and tenant mgh
0 50 ceats per $100; while the farmers ia

-
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omyss e%nts per aoo,u purry
_for the stock companies.” =~ o
Every county in the South lw liave i~
ers’ mutual fire insurance association, and if ye
county hasn't one, it is time for M 0
the iead in starting the movement. do
Why not you? AR

The Menace of Forest Fires

IDING past a piece of woods which. h"z% |

iomel us in spending™half an hour in Mng
it out. But we are afraid the incident is rather une

usmal. A stand of timber is so valuable, and the
humus in the ‘leaves and litter is so valuable, that a

oomparauvely small forest fire may quickly do as * :
sauch harm as the burning of an ordinary barn or

residence. And yet people who would be afl ex-
citement at the sight of a burning bara, and vali-
antly stop everything to put out the fire, will pass
unpconcernedly by a forest fire ten times as dan-
gerous. : - e

In nearly every state now the faw prescribes ﬁner '

or imprisonment for carelessly starting or causing.
a forest fire. Let these laws be enforced, Every
farmer should help indict the guilty, and when on-
juries help convict them.

) :
County Commencement Plans
EV. T. S. Coble suggests that on the night be<
fore each county school commencement an
‘oratorical contest should be held for the dis~
cussion of practical local problems affecting the
public welfare. He would have the orations deal
with the “qualifications, work and worth” of each
of the following factors for the upbuilding of the
county:

* The county superintendent of educatlon

The county demonstrator;

The county heaith officer;

The county board of education ;

The county commissioner or supervisor;

The country teacher;

The country preacher;

8. The local Farmers’ Union,

His suggestion is a good one and we should like
to see it acted on.

The rapid spread of the county commencement
idea is very gratifying as well as its development
into an occasion for promoting not oaly educa-
tional progress but all other worthy 1
ments. Pender County, N. C, for example, held a
cora, cattle, pig and poultry show in connection
with its county commencement fast week, the
prizes also covering declamatioss, recitations, and
spelling contests ;
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teacher schools; prizes for the winners in the ath-
fetic contest, and handsome prizes for the boys

and girls writiag the best essays on “The Possibil-

ities of Pender County.” The subject assigned for
this essay shows that Pender folks' realize that
progress, like charity, begins at home.

A Thought for the Week

MONG the maay wise utteranoes of President

Wilson, none are strongér or more beautiful

than the following: “Trme fricadship is of
royal dineage. Tt is of the same Yith and breeding
as loyaity and seli-forgetting devotion, and pro-
ceeds upon higher principle evea tham they. For
lmkym&““wmtmk
devetion may sacrifice priaciples of right choice
which friendship must geard with an excelient and
watchful care. - Yon must act in youar fciend's n-
terest whether it please him or not. The object of
bnubm-ﬂbm—ﬁ’n] nyn.h
-theﬁnm 5

rann-num-.
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special prizes for, the best ex~
hibifs from one-teacher, two-teacher and three- . (Y

move- 1
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