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the South where lthas ﬂnea l‘l’-
erally grown. The comingﬁfqge ol
weevil, or a low-pﬁec-af-mi;m an

unusually high price for wheat, or a

combination of these, ‘has usually
been the cause of this special interest
‘n wheat growing: Thiﬁ 1:;?!§ré!t"'ln
the wheat crop, however, has shown
2 very marked tendency fo subside
whenever these conditions cease to
exist. Of course, there are sections
of the South where wheat i§ a regu-
lar crop and the interest _i_s'cﬁnstant,
but in the greater part of the Cotton
Belt there is no constant and general
interest in wheat as-a geémeral farm
crop, except under the unusual condi-
tions mentioned: -5 :
The writer has been eriticised: be-
cause he has advised that wheat is of
doubtful value as a gemeral farm erop
in the lower two-thirds of the Co_tt.on
Belt, but my observation comntinues to
support that conclusion. ' Small areas
of wheat may be advisable on any of
the clay or clay loam "soils of the
South, having sufficient fertility; but
taking a period of several years, it is
less certain than cottom, cory or oats
as a money or gemeral farm crop, in
most sections of the Cotton Belt. .
Two years ago, when the price of
cotton fell below the cost of product-
ion, there was at omce a greatly in-
creased interest inm wheat, agd last
vear more wheat was grown in the
Cotton Belt, especially the northern
half, than ever before. But the crop
of 1916 was not good 2s & whole and
the price of cottem is mow high with
the result that even the present high
price of wheat cannot maintain the
acreage of 1915 and 1916, In fact, we
know sections where a considerable
acreage of wheat was sowed imn the
falls of 1914 and 1915, that will prac-

tically abandon it, for the immediate
tuture at least,

Conditions Necessary h Graw
- Wheat Profitably

HE amount of wheat which should
be sowed on each farm is largely
a problem to be solwed By local con-
ditions of soil and chmate and by fa-'

cilities for handling the -erop. Prob-

ably the best that cam be done to en-
able the individual farmer to best an-
swer the g MM is to set

down the' al facts regarding
wheat w®dn the South, which
past expérience hag fairly well es-
tablished, . hh

The climatic conditions which are
most favorable to the' production of
wheat should nat Be lost sight of in
determining s suitability as a
Southern farm crop. Wheat of the
best quality is most largely ced

in the northern sections of the Ulite-

ed States and in Canada. T'n the South
Wwe not only fail te produce wheat
largely, but it is not of the best qual-
'ty, being usually soft and -lacking
milling and bread-making qualities.
But perhaps the greatest climatic ob=
stacle to wheat growing in the Cot-
ton Belt, especially the Southern half

which is like
and May ":,

plant is better

| ol
.+ Boils Suited to Wheat =~
HEAT is also more influenced %

¥V the type-or character of soi
that most crops, probably more so
than oats, corn or cotton. For. m--
stance, wheat needs a soil more free-
ly supplied with Jime; orin other
words; on our: soils, which are gener-
ally deficient in [ime, wheat gives
more increase in yields from applica-
tions of lime than do the other crops
named. Wheat also requires a clay -
or clay loam soil. In the South, the
stiff, sticky, black limé soils are our
best wheat soils when well drained.
Wheat demands a fairly well drained
soil and one of fair fertility. .In the
South, where winter wheat only is
~grown, a well® drained soil of mmuch -
better than average fertility is essen-
tial to the successful production of
“wheat. ; : _

Sandy soils are not suitable for
wheat. These soils predominate in
the Southern part of the Cottom Relt,
are generally less fertile, poorer in
lime and phosphorus, and conse-
quently less satisfactory all around
for the growing of wheat.

Preparation of Seed Bed

ALL-SOWED crops in the South
generally do better on a seil pre-
paration which leaves a firm or rath-
er compact seed bed. This is proba-
bly due to the dry fall weather which

‘. -legume crop, ltke cowpeas or

beans, which has been taken off for
hay, or when it follows a corn
that has been kept clean by cultiva-
tion, the best preparation is probably
a goad disking 25 preparation for the
seed drilk When breaking just be-
fore seeding is mecessary, then the
land should be immediately disked
and rolled, preferably with a corru-
gated roller or culti-packer, before
seeding.

ﬁrfitiu for-Southern Farmers

HERE s no hest variety of wheat.

Desirable qualities in any variety
are, of course, large yield, earlinesss
as a means of escaping rust mjury
anéd gquality or milling and bread-
making exeellence. !

The South quite gemerally objects
to 2 bearded variety, because we-at-
tach too great importance to the
presence of beards when the crop is
made into hay or the straw is fed.
While the Beards are somewhat ob-
jectionable they are not seriously sa
and certainly should net outweigh
other good qualities. For instance,
m yields, no variety, taking the re-
sults of the tests of Southerm experi-
ment stations as a2 whole, has sur-
passed Fuleaster, but it is 2 bearded
wheat and consequently mot 28 popu-
lar as same of the beardless varieties
which have net generally yielded so
wéll.  The following are some of the

A MESSAGE FROM SENATOR HOKE SMITH

One of the South’s Foremost Statesmen Sends = Message to Our
Progressive Farmer Boys Emphasizing Five Qualities—This
Weeks “Success Talk™ for Boys -

One of the South's most influential m

Senator Hoke Smith of Georgia, In 1883, at the age of 38, ha became Secretary of
" the Interfor In President Cleveland’s Cabinet. In 1907 he became Governor of Georgia
and was afterwards re-elected for & second term, Sinee 1911 he
United States Senate., Following s his message to our boys:

en in National affairs is United Btates

heen in the
. .

To the Boys an Southern Farme:—
ENCE Poe, whe is deing
so much for the Seuth im his

| fow wourds.
First, let me say to yom that IN-

latex on you will grow to enjoy im-
- dustry; andd it will bring you far

more pleasure than carelessness or

waste of time. :

2. THRIFT is necessary. | mean
| by this—econemy and avoidance of
| waste of anything. This again in-
volves self-denial, but it will bring
pleasure for ig will place you in a
position to spemd what you save
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soy cause the Hessian fiy to !_i_'a&;
crop tather late seeding, not long.

found profitable. If the preceding le-

_use.

TN THOSE  sections where
A bas been grown ien

numerous enough to do much

the firsk killing frost, is necess
but early sowed wheat when net
jured by the fly makes hegter yiel
The average dates of the first killi
frosts range throughout the Sou
from October 24 at Nashville, Tes
to November 7 at Atlanta, Ga, 3 A
November 15 at Dallas, Texas: In the
marthern half of the Cotton Belt .
from. Oetober 1 to Octaber 15 or 20 '
will generally give better results tham =

later -seeding except where injury -
from the fly is likely. Most of our
wheat is sowed too late and the
yields tg&:cul muech moré by this |
late seeding than would result from
Hessian fly damage if sowed earlier. & |
On rich lands, later seeding is pers ' 0
missible than on lands of less festils
ity. Of course, seeding should not:
take place so early as to cause loe o
large a growth and endanger killing %
by frost, unless it can be pastured = /SN
sufficiently in dry weather to prevent ~

— -

its hecoming too lazge. Rk L
Like other grains, wheat gives hets
ter yields when sowed with a swed
drill. The seed are placed at a more
uniform depth and better stands ase.
obtained. Probably the best yields
are obtained when around oue ‘and
one-fourth bushels of seed are dsed
per acre, but heavier seeding, rather
than lighter, should be the practice -
on lands not especially fertile and '
when seeding is late and done by
hand. Z ; :
Wheat in thé South should gener=
ally follow a legume crop, like cow-
peas, soy beans, etc. Wheat requires
land rather well supplied with nitro~
gen and humus as well as lime and _
phosphorus. ' The legume crops are
the cheapest source of nitragen, but
when the land is deficient in nitrogen
or the wheat does not follow a le-
gume crop, a top-dressing of 75
pounds to 100 pounds of nitrate of
soda in the spring has been generally

gume crop has not been liberally fer-
tilized with phasphorus it will usually
pay ta use some in the fall when the
wheat is sowed on those lands which
are deficient in phosphorus and -
respond in increased yiel(}s ta its. o
The best method of fertilizimg
wheat is prebably to use phosphorns =
and lime on a legume crop and follow -
the legume crop with the wheat
When this is not done it may pay to ,
use a fertilizer containing phoss
phorus in the fall and a top-dressing
of some nitrogenous fertilizer in the
spring. :

How a Profitable Crop of Oats Was
Raised

HE soil was fairly fertile; it bad
been improved by pasturing, and
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