Whay Farmers

By W. F. MASSEY
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ARE YOU FARMING AS WELL
" AS YOU-KNOW HOW?

-

‘ If You Know Better and Choose to

Remain in the Old Rut, It Is Your
Own Fault .

_KNOW'many who understand ful-

ly the value of cowpeas and
crimson clover in the improve-
ment of the soil, and yet they grow
little patches of them and leave the
greater part of their land bare all
winter, and for their crops depend
on little applications of the commer-
cial fertilizers instead of getting all
their land better stocked with de-
caying vegetation, humus, as we call
it. They know that a humus-filled
soil will make good applications of
fertilizers more profitable by retain-

 ing moisture in the soil for their

solution, but they never adopt any
systematic rotation of crops that will
bring these legumes regularly on the
land and be constantly increasing the
humus content. They are only patch-
work farmers and do not use their
brains ot knowlédge in the improve-
ment of their soil.

And they write to me asking how
much fertilizer and what mixture for
this, that or the other crop, but are
too unprogressive to adopt a rational
system for the improvement of all
their acres. They write that their

land is poor, and fail to understand
that it is themselves that have been

keeping it poor. They see instances
of great success in the South where
men have adopted modern farm
methods and are making money in
in the improvement of old, poor farms
and making them fértile farms, and
yet do not realize that their farms
could be improv-4 by the adoption
of similar methods. They know that
they are in the old ruts, and they
know that there are ways for getting
out of them, and yet they fail to use
the methods they have been taught.
Thousands of men are not farming
as well as they know how. They
read the farm papers and read of
how other men are advancing and
building up their land, when they
might be showing the same good ob-
ject lesson to their neighbors who-do
not know how these things are done.
Inertness and lack of effort to im-
prove are keeping whole sections
back. Are you who read this farm-
ing as well as you know how?
Talking with our county demonstra-
tor recently, he said, “There are many

-here who are farming as well as I

could tell them, but all around these
are men ‘who are not farming as well
as they know how.” You take The
Progressive Farmer. Has it had any
effect in the improvement of your
farm? You have read for years
of the value of a rotation of crops
and always having a winter cover
of clover or rye. Do you prac-
tice these methods, or do you grow
corn merely with commercial ferti-
lizers at a greater cost than if you
had the clover to turn under? You
have been told that a crep of clover
will furnish more nitrogen than a ton
of cheap fertilizer an acre, and yet
do you keep your land bare in winter
and depend on fertilizer to make
corn, and leave your land no better
than before the crop was grown? Do
you still work your corn with a one-

~hotse plow after breaking the land

with the same implement, while you-
know that with deeper plowing and
level, rapid cultivation-with weeder
and riding cultivator you can make
the crop more cheaply on a clover
sod turned under?

Do you haul out the manuré you
have left to waste in the barnyard
and scatter it by hand, when you gould
load it up daily as fast as made into

@ manure spreader and ride out and

" ledye it spread where it will ot heat
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and waste but will be where crops
will need it?

Do you know that a clover or
other sod tarmed under deeply will
tend to hold the soil together and
prevent much of the washing? Do
you know that laying by cotton or
corn with a turning plow will cut off

the feeding roots, and that banking

up the soil to the rows will still far-
ther injure the crop by drying out the
soil to the remaining roots? Do you
know that cutting the tops from
the corn and stripping the blades
below or stripping all the blades while
the shucks are green and the ears
sticking straight up will diminish the
crop of corn, and that this waste could
be prevented by allowing the corn to
mature more and then cutting it with
a binder and shocking the bundles?
Do you know that even a child

better than with ah ofdinary
And this tool now has been applied

through the rows. An old darkey

{ once said to me when I set him te

work with one of these, “Boss; I could
make a cotton crap with this ,thi.ng:"
Then when the garden is large it 15
wise to have one of the garden seed
drills. They put in the seed far more
regularly than-can be done by hand,
and the same drill can be had .-to
shift into a cultivator. But for a
garden cultivator I prefer the one
with one tall wheel rather than two,
as I can work as elose as needed with
it and. in any width of rows, and it is
far easier than the hand cultivators
with two Jow wheels.

Then for making rows and furrows
I have a little garden plow that can
be pushed along a line with a marker
attached to mark the next row, and
in this way open a furrow for plant-
ing onion sets, etc, better. than can
be done.with a hoe. In fact, in farm
or garden we need the best imple-
ments to save laber, for the man

can do better plowing with a sulky

A SUCCESSFUL SOY BEAN HARVESTER

I which straddles the row and

saving of time and labor.

HE soy bean harvester here.ahown is a two-wheeled machine

machine moves up the row, four series of rapidly revolving arms
shatter the seed into a receptacle at the rea¥. Wheh using this har-
vester, the plants should have shed their leaves, and for a more sue-
cessful operation, the crop should be on a slight ridge elevated not
less than six to eight inches above the water furrow. Under favor-
able conditions two men and two horses can harvest an acre of soy
beans in two hours by this method. There is a slight waste in usihg
this machine, but this waste is more than compensated for by the

is drawn by two horses. As this
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plow that holds the plow to its cut
than a man can do with a walking
plow? Do you know that a wheat
drill will put in peas far better and
make the crop better than sowing
by hand and harrowing in, leaving
some deeper than they should be and
some not covered at-all?

Do you know that a fanning mill
will prepare yotuir small grain better
for seed by elimihating the light
shrivelled grain and giving you the
best and heaviest seed for the grow-
ing of the crop?

Do you know that by flopping a
sod flat upside down you are making
a layer of loose vegetation to cut off
the rise of the soil moisturé wheén
proper edging up of the furrows
would prevent this?

Do you know that a lobse, cloddy
field will not make as good a crop of
wheat or oats as land that has been
well prepared some time ahead and
has been disked and harrowed and
tramped till the surface is fife and
well sestled? Do you khow that
mule power is cleaper thah man
power, and that one man with two
mules and a riding cultivator can do
better work than two meh with plows
in a cotton or corn field, and that the
us¢ of machinery and mule power
will save labot and increasé crops?

Then knowing all these things, why
do you limp alotig in the old way?

Then in the garden, do you know
that the old-fashioned hoe is the
slowest and most costly tool you ean
use? I have a hoe made like a five-
tooth spring cultivator, and can pull it

|l

whose farming or gardening saves in
labor is making a greater margin be-
tween cost and value of the crop.

On the farm then we need to use'
our brains and make mule power and
machinery accomplish more than man
power, and in the garden we neéd
the tools that will make our hand
power more effective.

An Asparagus Bed

“I PUT out an asparagus bed last

spring in the following manner:
I dug a hole 4x12 feet and 18 inches
deep, putting six to eight inches of
stable manure in the bottom and
covering with four inches of soil
Then placed the roots on the surface
and coveréd with four inches of rich
earth. They made a fine growth the
past summer, and I kept the weeds
and grass pulled out. How shall I

treat the bed now to get the best re-
sults?”

You do not say how far apafrt you
planted the roots, and from what
you say about pulling weeds [ am of
the opinion that you have planted
the bed too thickly., To get the best
asparagué the roots must have plenty
of room.
apart and two feét in the rows: I do
not set roots, but sow the seed just
where I want the plants to ghéw, and
the undisturbed roots will' maké cut-
tings a year sooner than the trans-
plaited ones. I have fully deséribed

the method heretofore i The Pro-

gressive Farmer, but for the benefit
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~ Ground Sulphate Rock

"THERE is @ man in my section sell-

ing ground sulphate rock and re-
commends it highly for mixing with
cottonseed meal and other ammon-
iates a$ a substitute for acid phos-
phate. Please téll me in The Progres-
sive Farmeér what you know about this

sulphate rock.”

Any f:lew*mék'ing any such state-
meénts is a good man to avoid. Sul-

- phate of what? Youde not say,anda

sulphate must have some base to bea
sulphate. If he ealls his article merely

sulphate rock, keep: your money in °
your pecket. It is probably ground
phosphate rock, and that will not well

take the place of acid

phosphate in a

mixed fértilizer. As I have often said,
it may be a-good thing for a good
farmer but a poor thing for a poor

farmer,

Better use aeid phosphate,

for his calling his article sulphate rock

- marks the fake.

¢ HEN and how should I prune

‘the shrubs that bloom in the
spring; such a® Spireas, Forsythias

ete.?”

The only time to prune these is
just after the bloom is over. Pruned
now, you will cut off the bloom. I
have plants of the Spirea Van Houttt
which are a smowy mass in spring
As sobn as the bloom fades I shear
the whole plant over, cutting off all
the shoots that have bloomed. Then
the bushes made a mass of fresh
shoots for the mnext year’s bloom.
Other spring blooming shrubs are
treated in the same way.

The Himalaya Berry
VERY now and then some one
writes praising the Himalaya berry,

a sort of climbing blackberry. This
was tried here for several years and
found to_be worthless. ;
York Station at Geneva says that it
was one of Burb

At the Geneva Station the

New

The

's introductions.

plants

made a very strong growth, but were

not hardy.

The fruit as produce

there was absolutely worthless, and

the same result was found

here in

southeastern Maryland, Like many
of Burbank's things, it may have
some value in California and the P3-

cific coast,

Curtants and Gobseberties
GMAN T “ow currants and goost
w'berries with ‘Sueéess in south
eastern North Carelina?”

You cah grow the bushes, but if
yolr get much “fraif I will be su—

prised. The currants mmy give YO
a litele froft if plantell ov' moist so'

but the gooseberrivs”

will seldom

fruiteat all. 1 had a gooselsersy bush
in hldlh*mw! splendid
growth; and if dik yeaks made on°
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