What Fam

ers Want to Know

By W.F. MASSEY

#DLEASE give a recipe for killing
- 4 the potato beetles.”

Mix 1 part.of Paris green in 50
parts of air-slaked lime or dust of
any sort. Dust this over the plants.
when the dew is on the leaves. It will
have to be repeated if washed off by
. fain. ¢ _ N :
el “WHZAT variety of cane makes the
= ¥Y most juice and is the best to
RGERInEe™ - o DU g
" . The amount of juice is not inherent”
L in.the variety but depends on the size
- of growth made. The best cane for
- Syrup is the go-called 'Japanese Rib-
EEhon-Cape, s o L ¥

L]

" . “Suckers on Corn

. $QHOULD T pull suckers from corn
" ™Mor not?” .

: I found many years ago that it was
a waste of time and labor to pull
suckers off the corn. You will make
more corn by letting them alone. In
fact on strong land in your section

~ the suckers will often make good
corm. - * . ’

$\AJILL " Bordeaux . mixture lose

¥V strength by standing sometime
after making?” ' SaPh

o I would not say that it loses strength,

* but it will separate and make it neces-

sary to use an agitator in the sprayet

“to keep it stirred up. Better make in

- quantities that are needed at once

and not attempt to keep it over. You
can buy it in dry shape or canned.

©Spraying for Fungi and Insects
.-_’J“ ‘- . HAT is the best s.pr-ay to-{;re-

- kill the bugs?”

One and a half pounds of lead ar-
senate in 50 gallons pf a 5-5-50 Bor-
- deaux mixture. Sprai every ten days,
or if the beetles get a start;, spray:
more frequently. This will ward off
.the early blight and w.ill destroy the

o

beetles.

'~ Sowing Cabbage Seed
' ¢ EN should I sow cabbage seed
« 'Y for heading by fall?”

‘For heading in the early fall sow
‘the seed by the middle of May, For
cabbage to head late, sow the seed
early in July and put the plants in
rapidly and set in, late August in
strong heavily fertilized soil, “and
they will head in early December. For
. the winter crop I would use a good
strain of the Late Flat Dutch. The
Danish Ball Head is also good.

Alfalfa After Wheat

@A JY LAND is now in wheéat and I
- AYR wish to get it in alfalfa.” What
is the best plan?”

Break-the stubble deeply after har-
-vest and sow an early pea like New
Era.. Disk these -down in August and
turn them under. Spread two tons of
ground limestone an acre and harrow
it.in. Then apply 400 pounds of acid

-
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of alfalfa seed an acre in late August

or early September and brusH in with
a smoothing harrow.

~ Fusarium Wilt in Cabbage
“.MY CABBAGE and all in this
neighborhood are affected by
a wilt disease, The plants turn yellow
+  and die. Can anything be done for
T, them?“
“ %, About the only thing to do is to
. “stop planting cabbage in old gardens
~ = where the soil has become infected

o

¥ vent ‘blight’fin ‘potatoes and to

phosphate an acre, and sow 25 pounds

with the fungus that cahses the dis-
ease. I know of no remedy. You can
get a good deal of information by
writing to the Division of Publica-
tions in the Department of Agricul-

ture, Washington, D. C., and ask for % .
copies of Farmers’ Bulletins Nos. 78, ,

.m,and 383" . LPVS Y
Bermuda in Upper Piedmont

“l HAVE some steep land near my
-4 barn which I wish to make a pas-
ture and thought of using Bermuda
grass. What do you think of this?”

I would not advise Bermuda grass
in your section. The best pasturg
‘grasses for your steep land will be
the mixture of 10 pounds Orchard
grass, 10 pounds of Kentucky blue-
grass, and 5 pounds of redtop, which
I have found to make the best sod on

¥in

.

 hill lands of the Piedmont section,

and which others have found good.
‘Bermuda is the grass for the warmer
sandy soils of the Cotton Belt.

Peas and Beans

“[ SEND you a sample of peas that
we can buy at the .grocery, and
they are said to come from. Cali-

and ripens in J It makes no seed
but produces nu. and these are
used as sets. Onions can be grown
year after year on same land provid-
ed you sow peas after the early ones
and turn these under for the crop
agaim in September and fertilize
heavily. It takes several years to get
a piece of land in high condition for
onions. * - . :

- -

Don't Believe All You See in the
'EVERAL correspondents who

S havé evidently been reading the

¥

wild: statements made by newspaper’
teporters about the wonderful profit
in grewfhg medicinal herbs, ask me
how fo cure and pack Jimson weeds,
horehound, catnip and what pot. If
there is any sale for Jimson weed I
have never heard of it. It contains a
powerful narcotic poison and may be
used as a medicine, but whether there
is demand enough to take any quan-
tity of the weed I doubt very much.
Whenever I get thesé requests for in-
formation about the growing of un-
usual crops about which the inquirers’
know nothing, I at once assume that
here is a man who is not farming
well, and thinks that farming does
not pay. This class of men’ are -al-
ways ready to take up with some-
thing they know nothing about, and
will pay fancy prices for some seed
that a slick agent talks to them about.
Here in the South this class of farm-

£

DO THIS WEE

and feed. 3

probably be good this fall.
5. If velvet or soy beans are n

planting of sweet potato slips.
7. Don’t forget that dust mulc

-

* THE BUSINESS FARMER'S CALENDAR: SEVEN THINGS TO

TUBBLE land left idle means waste. Put it to work making food

2. Save oat and wheat seed for fall planting. These may be
scarce and high-priced when we need them. ) :
3. If boll weevils are in your cotton, it will pay to pick apd
destroy the early ones, likewise the punctured squares.
. 4. Don’t neglect the cotton you have planted, for prices will

plenty of cowpeas between the rows. Otherwise, you will not be get-
- _ting from your land what you. should. :

. 6. Have the ground ready, and after each rain ‘make a liberal

save the crops during the critical period just ahead.

K AND NEXT

ot in the corn, don’t fail to plant

h—it will save moisture and thus

fornia, Will they do well:here? When
is the best time to plant? ~Are Pinto
beans bunch beans? Will they do in
this country? What other sorts of
beans and peas will do well in Ten-
nessee ™ ¥, f - T ‘
The sample sent was smashed in
the mail. 'But they are evidently the
Early Large Blackeye pea, which is
now often called-the California, be-
cause it has been'largely growm there
of late years, though I grew it thirty
years ago. Sow them now. I know
nothing about any “Pinto” beans.
You can grow the Mammoth Yellow
soy bean._.The Blackeye pea is valua-
ble for table use and should be large-
ly grown, . AN

- About Onions ..
4] WOULD like 'to know what kind-

of fertilizer to use on onions. 1
hayve some now up about three inches

high. Land is_not rich but in fair
shape.”

With onions only three inches high
the last of May you canhot make
more than sets, no matter what fer-,
tilizer you now use. - Onions should
be planted in' February or March so
as-to have as much cool weather for
growth as possible, as they are going
to ripen up when the weather gets
hot, Planted without fertilization
and planted late, you cannot make
onions of any size. We plant early
and give the land, no matter how rich
it may be, 1,500 pounds an acre of a
good grade fertilizer.” Some nitrate
of soda applied now  alongside the
rows may hurry them up. The ear-
liest ripe onions we get from planting
the Yellow Potato onion. This vari-
ety is always planted in September

ers have been investing in Chickasaw
Jack beans at $1 a quart, and in the
North théy have been paying another
agent two cents apiece for the Eng-
lish Broad Windsor bean, which the
seedsmen would sell to them for 50
cents a quart. There is today more
money in proper farming with corn,
wheat, cotton; cowpeas and soy beans
and cattle than in Jimson weeds, cat-
nip, horehound or sunflowers, We
need food for humans and animats,
less tobacco and no grain'to be made
into whiskey' or ‘beer. This country
can easily feed itself, but we have got
to help feed our allies in Europe, and
help them to maintain the fight

-aga.inst military despotism and kai-
serism. v

Japan Clover

“I- NOTICE that Japan clover is re-
commended for the improvement
of run down land. 1 have an old
field recently come into my posses-
sion, which is literally. worn out and
covered .with broomsedge.' 1 cannot
cultivate “this field this year, but
thouglit of cutting it over with a disk
- harrow and sowing the Japan ¢lover
seed in the spring. Please tell me if
it would be worth while to make the
investment.”

Japan clover, Lespedeza striata, has
spread all over the South, and is
probably plentiful along roadsides in
your section. It will to some extent
improve the soil, but does not grow
heavily enough with you on high 1and
to amount to much, Still you can
Sow it as you suggest and it ‘will tend
to run out the broomsedge and will
makg a summer pasture.  But for
the improvement of ‘the soil you can

up rapi

‘black: jack land with them,
‘the plants be set.in spring or faj>”

L,s.., T e _
rashag e e 22 g e 4 'l;leans and
he Tharalans ~mm o over than wiy,
m_-} I"I.I “' = "‘;“..e C‘Ovel' Will htlp
: o . IF . ,pcas' and t
thest under and lime the lang .

sow crimson clover as a winter cove
to turn under fg e?rn in the spri‘;llgr
and thea by - llowing a good rop,.

:!;m ot can bring the land
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'mh*‘m More About Kudzy
“(CAN the kudzu vine be success.
-2 ,,;fnlly. grown for hay? 1 have
been thinking of planting -a piece of

1t imlttc;:s; l_ittle ‘when you plant the
kudzu, as it is very hardy. 1 do mot

- know. -any plant that will furnish

more forage. I believe that a plant

Set in the middle of a ten-acre lot will

cover the- lot with plants in three

‘years. It seems that the roots rup

down and' clinch on the other side
for 1 have never been able to dig all
of a plant out. Tt will be a good thing
if you-'can beé watchful enough 1,
keep it in one field. But it will send
runners right on-the ground where
the mower - will not touch them, and
these will run thirty feet and root at
every joint, and there is no fence that
‘will stop them but a stone wall.

Fall Irish Potatoes in_the South

ILE the early crop of Irish po-
tatoes is largely grown in the
South for Nerthern shipping, and in
some favorable seasoms.is a very
profitable crop, theére is too little at-
tention paid to the production of the
crop for winter use.in'the South, and

the supply in winter comes very gen-

erally from the North and the prices
paid are such that a good home ¢rop
should be a very profitable one. In
fact, for the general farmer, the pro-
duction of the late crops will gener-
ally be more profitable than the early
‘shipping crop, which should generally
be left to the regular trucking sec-
tions and the organized stations, for
isolated” growers seldom succeed. in
making it profitable. .

But there is always a home demand
all over the South for winter pota-
toes. Then there is another reason
for the growing of the late crop. Our
growers have been depending too
much on the North for seed potatoes
for planting the early crop, and the
prevalence of diseases in potatoes In
"the North has made the planting of
the Northern stock an uncertain mat-
ter. - It has been abundantly proved
that the late crop of the early varie-
ties grown in the South make far bet-
ter seed for the spring planting than
the potatoes from the North. The
Northern seed potatoes, dug earlier
in the fall and fully mature, very gen-
erally sprout in the cellars and have
the sprouts rubbed off. Then when.
they grow it is with the clusters of
side buds and they come up with 2
number of ghoots:: The late crop po-
tatoes from the South do not sprout
in winter, and in spring grow with
the strong. terminal bud, and a po-
tato p!ant _‘rom. one‘. stout .S'talk “'1”
always make a better crop than thcl
bunch of shoots from the weakenec
tuber. ; _ .

Early potatoes that have been kci;
in Cold-storage can be planted in July
and make a fine crop for winter “';)c'
and make the best seed than can b®
had for planting the early crop: :
have frequently detailed the bes
methods for growing this late crop
and will have them again on this page
at the proper season.
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