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HE first point-—nlﬂxelx, ttre rnec& for hrgu
investments: in - public schools—is - emipha-
sized on page I.  We im the South have to.

support two sch tantem?s and yet ‘we are not
spending as much'
one—not spending as much’ either btf'capita or in
proportion to wn&h W! are gmng on Wge i
some of the figures in" prapf of this statement, bt
it may be well fo give in full the figures showing .
what every state it the Union spends per child of
school age.  ‘Herevare the latest official ﬁgurea
from the United States Burcur ﬂf Edueahon. :
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See what your state hefe in tbc ‘South spends.
Then mote that except for little Delaware and .
desert New Mexico theré is'not another state out-
side the South-but tlut spulés all theé way from
$33 to $77 per child.

We ought to be willmg anyhow to spend more
for education, and this necessity is made doubly
imperative right now by “the increased cost of
living. It is folly 16 expeet to get competent .
teachers at the m ‘sala #@s three or four
years ago. If we pay 30 to 50 cents on the

$100 for local tax when cotton was ten cents a
pound, we ought to pay 60 cents to $1 mow when
cotton is 20 te 25 cgntl.
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IN THE mmm;n;:;h to wmin that

the sloun and hhh. ,_ol every patriot.in
the South lhOIlIll Three-teacher School
Within Reach of Child.” The district should

run out two ,t'q(! .E{lmilul n each direc-
tion from th 3&9‘1 it not hurt ordmnry
children to walk so far, Or if transportation is

nrﬁvsded the dimwum ‘be larger.

§ one 8 ntithil wee
l‘cacheupf bl s Rgcmmt
should not he ‘ ot i s o or
Must get the mgm- 2 e B i “m
in order to huFry _qﬁ-ﬂ mm classes. .
the contrary, it. ‘be a ~when_the M"
er, able to alize 1n a smaller munbtf ol lnb-

Johany is lagging behind but- finds.

self-

or two as the North-spends for
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new quutioas as pll ﬁ ilt mpﬁm.ﬂ
~ones;. brings out the 2 Dm‘ﬁﬂl applica- -
tions of the lesson, if m;aot only notes that

out why. and
tries. to remove the 'ca,uaer helps the pupils in
expression- and corrécts bad grammar; and
inspires one and all with a etotomwd
learn more about the subjects studied. - That's the

2 sort of teaching all boys and girls need, but it is
g ‘ﬁm‘gut the sort it is

1mpoas:ble to. pt in. a one-
tmr.hnﬂ school, .

“Furthermore, 'hoyn in their tcens should ha.ve a
man teacher part of: the time; and with the three-
_teacher 'school the aim ahouid bé to have a man -
principal who will live in the teacher’s home and

= ‘M,Wm_ w&: serve 45 a community leader the whole year round,

interesting himsglf in everythmg that wall ‘make

~th¢ neighborhood better and more progressive, If-

“you get the right kind of principal, almostbardy
three-teacher school can do as mueh for the coifi<
" munity as the Lowes Grove School” has done.
Read its story on page 5 and see if it would not be
~worth doablmg yotir school-taxes to get such a
vnl&hmg agency at work in your nelghborhood

Thml Better Attondance Laws

E NOT only need longer tesms but better
attendance: * If we ‘say to” the tax-payer,
~ “We are going to compel you. to pay taxes

vto provide schools,” he has a right to say, “You

compel the children to take advantage of the

04 ., ~8chools my money provides.”

In matters of school attendance ‘e are as yet
-making a rather shameful record in the South. In
~Oregon, according to the latest figures, 91 per cent
of the ‘children enrolled are on hand every day
and in most Northern states. 80 per cent, while in
“no Southern state except Florida and Tennessee is
the average dttendance over 60 odd per cent of the
‘énrollment. Consequently, we make an even poor-
er showing on average attendance than in length
of term. Following are the figures showing the
numbeér of days each child of school age was ac-
tually in school in 1910 and how each state ranked
in t‘lns respect
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How can’ we expect our children in the South

with 50 to 60 days schooling per year to earn as
much, grow as big in mind or spirit, or get as
~much out of life, as children in other states whose
parents sacrifice enough to give them 100 to 130
days?

Fourth: Local and’(iomty ‘Commenca-
ments

T IS well for every country school to celebrate

its “closing day” with appropriate exercises.
&It may take a hittle time from the formal stud-
ies, but in developing the social spirit among pu-
pils and people it will bé worth more thap it costs.
Preparing for commencement lends variety to
school life; boys and girls learn to codperate in
getting up things for the neighborhood; it also
traifis farm boys and girls in public speaking so
that the:r can hold their own when they dater
meet aty boys and girls on public occasions.” And
in various other ways thc local cominencement is
worth all it costs. '

Likewise, in every couty there should be a
county commencement or “field day.” In some
large counties it has been thought best to divide
the county into districts so as t6 have more in-
tensive study of exhibits, reach a greater number
ot people, etc. - Certainly the spirit of mms
rivalry umdnn‘ ‘among  the schools by the
‘county or commencemient mltu_ all of

them do better work—just as horses 'racing
I'l{nlt one m better :
than they would mmn alone.
Prlzu or. certiﬁumm In nrwbd tb the

: -MONG the letters we have received both
i ‘irom educational leaders and from farmers

'1' GOES *im olmq that i

. country school the boys should study

* book on agriculture, Even If yon have ¢
~one-teacher school, insist on this ‘even LE

:::1: n:mﬁheubsﬁtnwd for -

the time. The proper plan,

‘have a three-teacher school with a mle

who will be the teacher of agriculture uﬂ

school farm for demonstration purposes. B

‘haow have thetext book on Qgﬂcul!ure used, %
Much more can_also be done in the matter

,__iteac‘hmg ‘domestic science than we are now doing

Read thk story next week of what one cc
uheol did, and ask yourself :f your schoo! co
do as much. - "R
Every country school should also aim to mw ;
the boys and girls in nature study. Through =
books, ‘charts, pictures awd nature-study colleet~
ions, the boys and girls should be taught the
names and characteristics of all the common birds,
insects, wild flowers, trees, weeds, and the pringi-
pal'star groups or constcllatlons as well. S5 N

Slxtll A Good Lﬂ:rary for Every Sclnol

and farm women for this issue, we have:been
struck with "the emphasis laid on the school -
brary. This is certainly agood sign.

In the past weé have thought relatively too m_uch _
about teaching pcople how to’ read, and not -
enough about getting them to read after they
learn how. To develop “the reading habit” in each ¢
pupil should be one of the chief aims of every
.teacher. Train any child so he likes to read, so
he is a real book-lover, and he will educate him-
self even if he never goes to school another day.
Moreover, if a school has a good library, it should =
aid greatly in educating the older people whose '
school days are over but whose learning days °
should never be over. The saying of old Thomas
Carlyle, “The True University of these days i8 a
Collection of Books,” cannot be too often re-
peated. ¢

In practically every state now the state offers
to pay part of the costtof a library if the patrons
of the school will raise the other part, and it is-a
discredit to the people of any district if theyw
school is without a library. The money can be
raised by private subscriptions, by entertainments,
and gifts by business men and former residents of
the commmtty, etc. In every Southern state, too,
which gives its people the benefit of a traveling
library service—Virginia, North Carolina, Tennes-
seé, Alabama, and Texas—the teacher and school
committeemen should see to it that tlte people get g2
its benefits. =

Seventh: Recreatlon, Music and Art '

VERY school should be a place not only !qr
, promoting book knowledge but for devdgp.a-

ing all the finer things of the spirit. “Ade: y
quate and well-equipped playgrounds such as age a_p,v
described on page 19 should be a feature of every =
school. Except during the most strenuous periods -/
of cultivation or harvesting, Saturday afternooms
should be a time set apart for recreation for the
young—for baseball, basketball, tennis, and other
games—just as older people should set this tm
apart for meetings of farmers’ clubs, farm wom-
en’s «clubs, community leagues, etc. <3

Every day, too, the children should join in
ing inspiring songs; and there should be freqnent
musical evenings for the older people as well— .
the smgmg of familiar songs varied by instrumen- -
tal pieces, band numbers, and Victrola records.
‘Every school should also endeavor to cultivate
an appreciation of the beautiful. In the first place
the grounds should be made glorious with viltg
“and shrub and flower (after leaving enough space’
for playgrounds); and then ‘even the humblést
one-teacher school should soméhow raise wfm_*,
dollars for purchasing copies of the great pm :
of the world. | of the most famous £
pieces iay sow be had for'a few mickels
and there is no longer any reason for sighing M" '*",_:
the poet of another gcuaratxon. R
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