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2 Plow Handle Talks.

Where Deep Plowing is a Necessity.

Messrs. Editors: I was very much
struck by an article in your paper
from Prof. W. C. Welborn, of the
Texas Experiment Station. Some

things he wrote were very good,
while some struck me as very amus-
ing, such as scrub cattle, etc. Of
course, we ‘‘book” farmers make
mistakes, as few things are perfect
in this life. We cannot discard all
old things, as a great many of them
are good. But really after reading
prof. Welborn’s article I meditated
for some little time, and had a good
many thoughts all at omce. I will
agree with him as to sub-soiling, as
I never thought it paid, but as to
shallow plowing I can’t agree, as
I have seen both tried here for some
fifteen years, and the practice of
plowing a little deeper each year un-
til some eight or ten inches was ob-

tained makes more cotton and corn
than a shallow soil of four inches.

I will admit that cotton starts off
sooner on a thin soil than a deep
soil, but let a few days of hot dry
weather come when the cotton is
fruiting, and a blind man can feel
the difference. Shallow plowing
might do in Texas, but you can never
make a highly improved farm here
without getting a good soil by plow-
ing a little deeper each year, and
after the corn or cotton is planted
cultivate shallow, so as to break no
roots.

Raise all the barn-yird manure

and cowpeas you can, and all thel

wheat and corn you need, and then
what cotton you ecan, and vou are

apt to be independent, and have your

land improving all the tinte.

P. HL MANGUM.
Wake Co., N. C. ?

Against the Williamson Method.

Messrs. Editors: In the corn con-
troversy between Prof. Massey and
Mr. Hunnicutt, 'certainly Prof. Mas-
sey has the better of the argument.
I have tried the Williamson method
with some modifications, and made
a net profit of $20 on one and one-
fourth acres; but without the stunt-
ing, I am satisfied that it would have
made just as much corn, or possibly
more. In my humble opinion, how-
ever, Prof. Massey is in error about
complete fertilizers, as regards the
poor sandy soils of South Carolina.
The experienced and intelligent
farmer will profit' by reading all
these corn articles from such high
- authority, but he must know how to
gift out the bad and keep the good.
On the black lands of Mississippi, no
doubt, Prof. Massey is very correct
about complete fertilizers. Farmers
are rapidly improving their methods
of farming all over the Gulf States.
I believe that in fifty years more all
the level lands in the South will be
making from 40 to 125 bushels of
corn, or from one to three bales of
cotton, per acre.

A.-J. 1.

Alabama.

Some Things I Have Learned About
Alfalfa.

Messrs. Editors: Noting the arti-
cles in recent numbers of The Pro-
- gressive Farmer concerning Alfalfa,
I would like to add some of our ex-
periences, hoping thereby to benefit
some prospective grower.

This is a hilly section with a deep,
{ertile sqil and an annual rainfall
of twenty inches, and that mostly in
the winter..

We find that we can get a better
stand of alfalfa from spring sowing
on fall plowing.

We find that it does not do best
to sow in a loose seed bed, because
the roots at first do not penetrate
deep enough to reach moist soil in
dry weather. Spring plowed land,
un}ess it is kept cultivated, dries out
Quickly as deep as it is plowed.
Plow the land deep in the fall. Har-
TOW as early in gpring as possible
to retain moisture and when danger
of f}'ost is over cut the land up with
4 disc harrow and pulverize with a
drag harrow and sow the seed. This
fine soil on top acts as” a mulch to
hold the moisture of the firmer land
UNderneath. The rootlets penetrate
;215 moisture and the plant grows off
nuardll}. We prefer not to sow any
i ;e crop but to mow the first year
ing €€p the weed seeds from matur-

: W. B. HARRIS.

Garfield, Washington.

Does It Pay to Top Cotton?

Messrs. Editors: Is topping cot-
ton on strong land advisable where
it grows rank? If so, when should
it be topped? C. W. SLOAN.

(Answer by T. B. Parker.)

Toppirg cotton is
question. Tf it should be topped at

all, I should not top it on your land
before it is waist high.

no series of tests bearing conclusive-
ly on the subject, but it happens to
be a matter which every cotton farm-
er can very easily test for himself
with his own variety on his own soil.

Educational Directory.

Linwood Female College

Noted for healthfulness of loca-
tion. All college advantages.
Christian influence., Board and

tuition nine months, including
lights and fuel, $95.00.

Twenty-fifth session opens Sep-
tember 16th. Write for catalogue
to

Rev. A. T. Lindsay, Pres.,

GASTONIA, N, 0.

St. Mary’s School,

FOR GIRLS,
RALEIGH, - - N. C.

The Diocesan School of the Carolinas.

Full College Course with Preparatory De-
partment. Also fully equipped Depart-
ments in Music, Art, Expression, and Busi-
ness. Sixty-seventh session opens Sep-
tember 17, 1808. 135 boarders; 20 teachers;
grounds of 25 acres.

REYV. GEORGE W. LAY, Rector.

Session opens September 1st.
Degrees, B. A., M. A, B.S. and
LL. B. Law, Medicine, Educa-
tion, Biblé, ard the usual aca-
demic courses.

Wake

Students, 371. orest _  Moderste.
Students’
Superior Literary C ll
ieties.
Gyslzggzign. with baths, o ege
President
W. L. POTEAT,

WAKE FOREST, N. C.
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EDUCATIONAL

DIRECTORY.

[ BINGHAM
SCHOOL

FOR 115 YEARS boys bhave been for COLLEGRE and for LIFE, and have
R I e TEn o THE BINGHAM

Asheville Plateau. Organization MILITARY for discipline, control and carriage,
Boys expelied from other schools not received. Vicie#s boys expelled as soon as dis-

SCHOOL. Ideally located om

covered. Hazing excluded by pledge of honor. Limited to 138 Rates reasonable.
1793 1909 ‘Address COL. R, BINGHAM, Supt.. R. F. D. Box68
Beyond the Blue Ridge lies

MARS HILL COLLEGE,

The LeadingCo-Educational Insti-
tution in Western North Carolina.
364 Students. 8 States and Mexico.

—— Invigorating climate. Delightful

school spirit. Five buildings. Spilman Home for Girls. Treat Dormitory for Boys. All expenses
$30 to $130. Mars Hill satisfles. FALL TERM (19 weeks) OPENS AUGUST 12, 1908.
See our catalogue and ‘‘College Quarterly,” Address

R. L. MOORE,

President, Mars Hill, N. C.
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government academies, Military train
riage. Academy 57 years old with expe

Charges, $300 per year.
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Classical, Scientific, and English Courses. Prepares for college, university or the
g developes prompt obedience and manly car-
enced teachers. Cadets dine with the princi-
pal and ladies of his family, securing the culture of home life. Cultivates and educates.
Modern buildings, perfect sanitation, wholesome fare, no crow .
tal, physical, and social training. Shady lawn, athletic park, one—quarter mile running §
track, 300 acres. Ideal climate, helpful environment. In the social atmosphere of re-
fined Christian people. The town noted for over a century as an educational center.
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Horner Military School, |
J. C. HORNER, 1851-1908

OXFORD, ¢
N. C. :

ding. Best moral, men-
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Littleton Female College

One of the most successful and best equipped boarding schools in the South, with

last year, 27th Annual Session will Begin

hot water heat, electric lights and other modern improvements. 258 boarding pupils

For catalogue address J. M. RHODES, President, Littleton,N. C.

A

Central Academy
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high-grade Preparatory School for boys

and young men, with industrial and agrioul-
tural equipment. Located on 700-acre farm

one mile from Littleton College, and under the management of the same Board of
Trustees. For new illustrated catalogue address J. B. AIKEN, Prin., Littleton, N. C.
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Clemmons School
A Home School for Small Boys and Girls.

Careful supervision is given both day and night. The health and hap-

piness of each pupil i8 promoted. Christian training is coupled with instruc-

tion in books.

 For information address the

Rev. James E. Hall,

Clermmons, N. C.

OAK RIDGE

J. A. & M. H. HOLT,

INSTITUTE

A High-grade Fitting School,
with Business College and
Normal Departments. Pre-
pares for the Professions, for
Business, for Life. Diplomas
honored by Leading Colleges

@& and Universities, North and

South. Fifty-seventh year
begins Sept. 1. For beautiful
Catalogue, Address,

OAK RIDGE, N. C,

1837 GUILFORD

in Bible Study and in Music. )
and Physics. All buildings supplie

1908

' FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN |
Courses in the Classics and in the Natural Sciences. Departments

Laboratories for Chemistry, Biology,

d with pure water and lighted by

electricity. Noted for thorough instruction and high moral tone.

Located in the healthful Piedmont Section of North Carolina.

For catalog address

L. L. HOBBS, President,

Guliford College,

North Carclina.




