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Field Selection of Seed as a Guide Post to “ $500 More a Year F armmg

70 ONE CAN tell just what we lose each year by the
H planting of seed of inferior quality; but there can be

no doubt that it amounts to millions of dollars. It is
one of the most unnecessary of all losses, too, because
it takes just as much labor to prepare for and cultivate the crop
when poor as when good seed are planted, and the difference
in the yield is ordinarily out of all proportion to the difference
in cost of the seed. The cost of the seed for a corn or cotton
crop, indeed, seldom amounts to more than a few cents to the

acre, even when the most carefully selected seed are used; but the
difference between the yields from good seed and poor have
often been one-fifth, or one-fourth, or even one-third of the crop.
Can we afford to risk such loss simply because we have not the
patience, the energy or the’knowledge necessary to select seeds
of good quality?

It is not enough to have a good variety. Individual plants
of the same variety vary greatly, and it is only by constant selec-
tion of the best individuals that a variety can be improved or
even kept up to the state it has attained. Loo forexmn .
the corn plafits in this picture, and note the d) crences in type,
the good and bad characteristics possessed in varying degrees
by each. The long shank to the ear on No. 2, for example, is
objectionable, as is the upstanding ear on No. 3. Contrast, too,
the excessive height of the ear on No. 3, with that of the ear on
No. |; and note the difference in the stout, broad leafed stalk
of No. 1, and the slender, weak, suckered stalk of No. 4. None
of these stalks is ideal, but few farmers would hesitate to select
No. | as the best in the lot. It represents a happy medium be-
tween the extreme types of No. 3 and No.4: and is a more
vigorous and better balanced plant than No. 2.

] 3 The first thing
the farmer must
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