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% Multiply i, and (3 Legisiation snd Good Government
Plsin Talk About Men, Measures and Movements Involved

ey

Helps
PE_.\K[NG of cm : fairs, “F notice
S what Miss Carsie mbﬂ‘; of Abilene, Tm '

wrote in our Educationak Edition, about
what an inspiration the com ﬁm ‘i_.u.bua'
in her section? :

«Through it we gemerate = desire to-gvow
thﬁleCStgmps‘?m bave - the best gﬂ\:m‘
livestock; to show ?I\r. hezlthiest, dimple-
darling baby; to ul@i't th_mast ting,
appetizing ca.nud fruits ?ﬁ.vmml “'?-’“
display the most pﬂi&t,wh, the sme II.‘I . t
embroidery, the &j.ﬁut tatting, and Fnens;
to write the best essay, tor draw the most per-
fect examination-paper;, to work up the best
tote-book, to read the mest Tibrary Beoks; to
play the besk ball, to mtﬁg fastest, to be the
strongest. Prizes are givem, and howors an-
ncunced ” o _
Wouldn’t it be worth while for every néighbor-

hood in the South ta have such z eontest this fall?

- *
Don’t Put a Tax en Knowledge
OR weeks now Congress has been looking for
sources from which to raise revemue fto
finance the was. The Heuse passed a bill
which would seriously cripple many industries,
and impose an undue share of the burdem upon
poverty and industry.

Especially vicious, it seems to us, is any plan for
the taxation of intelligence and its dissemination;
or anything which hampers - commumication be-
tween people. Increasimg the price of postage
stamps and postal cards will inevitably have this
effect. Then, too, all. the averhead expemses of
the Postoffice Department must be continuéd
anyhow, and the met result will be a serious crip-
pling of the service rendered the people, with no,
material increase in revenues. Canada’s experi-
ence proves this. ' L AL '

Or take the increased postage rate on newspa-
pers. In our own case, the increase recommended
by the Ways and Means Committee would amount
to more in one year than The Progressive Farmer
Company has been making in three yeays, whereas
we are already having te pay 66 per cent more for
paper than a year ago. What would be the result
of such an increase? Hundreds ot papers would,
of course, be forced into bankruptcy, while the
survivors would have to inangurate wholesale in-
Creases in subscriptiom rates. ;
‘All talk about low postage rates being a “sub-
sidy to publishers” is utterly incorzect and absusd.
The processes of competition fix all that, the ben-
¢fits being wholly passed on to the subseribers in <
the form of lower subseription rates. Higher pos-
tage rates would mean Migher smbacription rates
and that would meah a decrense in: mewspaper
',“di"ﬂ' among the very clase of peeple whe need
it most—our poorest elass, among whom it is im-,
Possible to have a gemeral diffusion of current
knowledge except by low-priced publications.

h-lore(;\'('r, we. submit this question to our Sena-
1ors and Representatives: We have a demoeratic
Sovernment and in such a govermment the safety
of all worthy institutions depends upon the intelli-
gﬁ?jc ‘]’[ the people, Is it not therefore just as
e o C duty of the national government to fos-

I the dlSSleuﬂm of M among grown
EL‘ODI& I)y. PI’OVidiﬂ' low postage rates on ﬂ]h.
oS as it is the duty of a state-goverament to
“itourage the dissemination

its - of knowiedge among
jp .0 by means of public schools? We believe

A s
The Right Place to Put the War Tax

B.[-'[‘ now a word as to Mm m Con-

;*:r_“*‘”" to get the money to finance the war.
Ve, believe '

f, : i a pay-as-you-go war and we
rst f.l\-’[)red the t

general plan suggested by the

merie » T -
llL!I(al] Cm on ww hm :
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‘1996 as compared with 1914 We have nat roem

and progressive taxation of all large incomes, con-
seripting during the war period all of any man’s
income in excess of $100,000 a year. Such con-
scription is certainky not to be thought in a class
with the conseription of life itself, and we still
think the income tax in both House and Senate
bills is far below what it ought to be.

A still wiser plan, however—and the wisest of
all war tax plans yet presented—is that of getting
war taxes fromr war profits. In other words, make
the people who benefit by the war pay the ex-
penses of the war through an exeess profits tax—
a tax om the excess profits these companies are
now makmg as compared with the profits they
were making prior to the war outbreak. And it is
just as practicable as it is everlastingly just te
raise a tremendous proportion of eur war reve-
nues in just this fashion. For example, a table has
beenr prepared showing how tremendously 104
great corporations of a class to profit by war ex-
penditures have been eunriched, and how fittingly
an “excess profit tax” might be applied to them.
These companies made profits in 1916 aggregating
$1,273,992,854 as compared with $263,153,892 in 1914,
thax a billion dollars excess profits in

for the entire list, but here is a list of those com-
panies earnimg over $10,000,000 last year, together
with a comparative statement showing what were
their earnings in 1914 and 1915:

Company mllll :
American Brags CO. .ocevcsscessas 981,68 , 450,
Ameriean Loeomotive €0. ......... 10,700, 4%0 2,078,127
Bethlshem Steal Corp ........... 43,588 5,500,020
Blgs (B. W.) €0: .covvivnvvinnans 10,585,321 T T
Cambria Sieal Co. ..cvevecnvicesees 25,488, 0 1,860,990
Crucible Steel Co. of Am. ........ 18,228,855 ,038
DuPt. (B, L) DeNem. Co......... 88,015,02¢ 708
General Chemi W Taiaa e mesvale 12,288,826 B82
General Eleetrle Coc ............. 18,589,528 820
Herculess Powder Co, ............. 18,058 .87 »
Lackawanna Steel Co. ........... 12,218,231 444

+ Midvale Bteel & Ord. Co. ........ L4080, 2380 LTANLE86| ..........
- C:. Iron €0. ........ M.?&lﬁﬂ Mﬂg
W B. Seel Corp. oovvvvvennvnens 271,581,730 23,406,788
Am. Smelting & Ref. Co, ........ , 352, 248 9,471,605
M. .ﬂr Befining €0 .......... 11,466,108 4,456,480
Anacon Cop. Min. Co. ......... 57,041,584 B,789,588 .
emoor & Co ... ii.iiieeiiaaens 20,100,000 7,509,908
Central 7 Ve A R i 15,489,201} 4.878,924
Ehlrie Copper CO. .vvevvvniiivnnie 12,5 : 2,992,200
Soternmtiongh Ricket €4 .01 L 13 ag. 2001 oVl 4.79% 608
Kenmecott BOFD: <. .oieonss 27.881,718| BYOBSE ... .avesos

CD«. R N 2 3 '
T e B (R
Rag : QLT o icdie e 12,084,160 4,580,148 2,805,628
Standard OlL Co' of lad. .. ...10: B/08.616| 15.008.870] | O.080-92¢
I' ......... " r
Standard Off Cb. of N, Y. ..0vvrs 38,838 15,781,068| 7,785,910
glh O R S L AN 20,445,000 14,087,500 9,450,000

BAE TR00 as s s s sosarean it e 18,888,861 6,308,921 6,185,974
Heited Praft €00 .ovivrvvnvrvrnnas 11,948, 15 5,200,522 2,264 911
U. Hubber €O wwondosisioncrsie 11,236,208] 8,008,208 8,081,538
o DN O ciicininvrrnesivs 39,738,675 17,913,481 8,678,401
Western. Unfon Tel. Cou vuvevnnnns 18,561,830] 10,167,592 5,871,395
Calumet & Arvis Min. Cao. ........ 11,156,835 5,468,120 8,215,624

Total profits of only 37 leading companies 1914,
$67,034,364; 1915, $435901,566; 1916, $851,093,509. Ex-
cess of 1996 prefits ower 1904, $734,019,145.

We believe this is manifestly the right place to
put the war tax, and we are glad that the Senate
has greatly increased the burden here. But it
should be mmade still heavier in order to relieve
the burdeus on poverty and small industries.

| CO.OPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS MAY
MAKE 4 REPUTATION WORTH MONEY

; VEN in the case of those commodities
' where uniform grading standards are

- " largely impossible, much can Be done by
jndividual growers, or associations of growers,
by developing both homesty of pack and uusi-
formity in quality; in other words, individual
standurds of quality may be established which
will result in a reputation for the shipper or
shippers, which in turn results in higher prices
to producers and a lower cost of marketing

i
;
}
l
r
i

' packs to such an extent that city Buyers

. pay the top of the market to such individuals
without svew bothering to inspect their offer-
lack of

We Should ‘ Rdu-‘l m the Cou-"::

evil should also have attention.

‘The situation, of course, has been ffequently ex-r e i .

plained to farmers. Europe takes most of our cot-
ton crop, and is hence the dominant factqr in fix-
ing the price of cotton. Now Europe buys cotton
on the basis of 6 per cent tare. That is to say, on

=

- an

‘.

.
¥y -

. =N

B,

v

Twetd |
CONNECTION with last week’s discussion of o
our unscientific system of marketing cottonm,. ‘
the enormous waste through the cotton tare *.

._?-
=gl

each 500-pound bale of cotton she assumes that .

the bagging and ties will weigh 6 per cent, or 3
pounds. In other words, Europe buys a 500-poumd
bale of cetton on the assumption that it will con-
tain only 470 pounds of lint. But as a matter of
fact, the Southern farmer does not put on 30
pounds of bagging and ties, and so he gives bugers
more lint cotton than they pay for.

The Progressive Farmer has been saying this
for years, but our position has been frequently
combated. We are glad now therefore to quote
the authoritative opinion of the United States
Government, Every farmer in the South ought to
get a copy of Farmers’ Bulletin No. 764, “Cotton
Ginning Information for Farmers” (see list of
valuable marketing bulletins on page 11 last week)
and any farmer who does so will find the follow-
ing statement on page 16:

“It is the usual custom to compress cottom at
concentration peints, where the bale is ‘patch-
ed’ that is, extra pieces of bagging are put on,
ostensibly to cover sample holes, but really to
add weight. Omn arrival at the compress a bale
of cotton usually does not have the full amount

~of ‘tare’ (weight of bagging and ties) permit-
ted by the practices of the cotton trade, and
this factor is considered in determining the -
price. The patches are of sufficient weight to’
bring the weight up to the maximum limit.
Heavier bagging might be used at the gin, and
the extra weight thus gained would benefit the
‘produger.” :

Of course, it is true, as the bulletin goes on to
say, that “a more economical way however would
be to reduce the limit of tare to approximately 25
pounds per bale, and then a better price, based on
the actual weight, might be obtained by produc-

ers.” The only way to reduce the tare is by inter-
aational agreement, and we are at a loss to under-

stand why Southern Congressmen and Scn-atorg.ﬁi 2

‘and our Southern-born Secretary of Agricultur

this reform. 5

And meanwhile, if Europe allows 30 pounds for

tare and fixes cotton prices accordingly, the farm-

er as well as the exporter should be allowed to

put on the extra weight.
¥

Why Put Cetton in the Food Centrol
B:li?

THE writer has addressed the following self-

explanatory letter to a group of the most
influential members of the United States
Senate:

Dear Senators:

“I earnestly hope you will use your utmost en-
deavors to have cotton exempted from the provis-
ions of the food control bill.

“What are the outstanding facts in this matter?

The facts are these:
“l, That it has only been three years since tens
of thowsands of Southerm' farmers were forced
imto utter bankruptcy by the stupendous collapse
in cotton values. - :

“2 That no other crop~in fact, no other impor-
tant American product ef any kind—has suffered
so seriously from the war as cotton suffered then.
And if it had then to suffer losses—as it did—be-
cause it was not a food product, it ought not now
to be curbed as if it were a food product.

“3. Congress positively refused at that time to
do anything to help the Southern farmer out of
the losses created by war; and if it declared for a

" have mot brought this about, Farmers” organiza-
tions, and individual farmers should keep agitating

strictly ‘hands o’ policy then when the Southern .

. farmer was drowning, it at least might be fair

enough to pursue a like neutral policy now and

not beat back the cottom grower when he is about
to get on shore again, :

“4. Fimally, this policy is made the more just and

imperative because of the fact that while cotton
alone suffered ruinous losses in the beginning of
the war, its prices have not yet advanced so much
as prices of some other products that suffered no
war loss at all. r Y

“Earnestly hoping, gentlemen, that you will

present these facts to your colleagues, and that

you-will succeed in making them see thg_ Mstice

of your position, I am, .
“Yours sincerely, . AR e
“CLARENCE POE, Editor.” .
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