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THE MERCURY | [
Will be issued every Friday at Tuser D
Annum, payhble in advance,

Porvons rding five subscribers, with the amount

AnvERTIsSEMENTA~-One dollar for every| 14 lines,
and 25 cents Tor each succeeding insertion.

Court orders and Judicial ad vertisements will be charg-
el 25 per cont higher,

A liberal deduction will be made<in favout of adver-
tisers the year.

I Al letters to the Editor muBcome fr
age 1o insure atiention.

ol Post-

Afer matare deliberstion, we have concludpd in reig-
suiny the , 10 do sv upon the cash| principle.
1t can make no possible difference 1o the subperibers in
general, and when they take iuto consideration the in-
finity of trouble attending tha collection of a pumber of
such small debts, wetrust that they will come to the same
eonclusion with ourselves & be satisfied with dur course.

TAGENTS FOR THE MERCURY .

R, J. MITCHELL. Oxford, N. C.

Masj. C. H. WILEY, i

JOHUN H. WEBB, Hillsborough, N. IC.}
GEORGE W. JONES, Red Mountaip, N, C.
JOHN W. SYME, Esq, Petersburg, Va,
EDWIN G. READE, Person Co, N! C.
MICHAEL W, FERRELL, Hilifax| N. C.

Being hike every vther man of taste a dear
lover, of that *“ sine qua non,” every
southern men's dinner table a fine jujcy ham,
we invite the attention of oor readers to the
fullowing recipe for ewring them, which it
strikes our fancy must be a gnod one—Try it
some of you and then we will'be eérigin.
PREPARATION OF HAMS IN KENTUCKY.

Messrs Gaylord and Tucker—There have
been published many modes of curing bacon ;
¢ been

the result of experience, they may all be

- | successful, and entitled to the confillence of

. the public. Some, perhaps, are more simple.

i ——

| Spottsylvania county,
- in Kentucky, where | now reside.
| therefore recommend it s a safe and certain
. mode of making sound, sweet bacon.

less laborious, and more uaiformly safe than
others,. The following mede has stood the

test of thirty five years® experience| without
a single failure—of 1wenty seven®years in

irginia, and of eight
I can,

The

. malt used in Virginia was Liverpodl blown

. mising, however, that to have goo

" the salting box.

salt ; in Kentucky the Kaohawa angd Goose
creek. ‘T'he ashes from hickory or {he sugar
maple.
I will now begin st the beginnjng, and
describe the whole process minut¢ly, pre
bacon,
we must have good pork, neatly dfesred or
cleaned. Itisimportant that the hogs should
be killed in proper westher, by whigh | mean
that the weather should be such that fthe hogs,
hung up alter they are cleaned, sljould not
be only cold to the touch, but feelstiff, not
frozen, alter hangin@ up till the animal beat
is out. I always kill on one day{ and cut
out and salt up the next  If the
quite cold affer they ares!sff, | put the hogs
in the cellar that they may not freeze ; if the
weather is moderately cool, [ let them hang
up in the air oll night. = The cutiing out is
the nex! operation. This need not be de
scribed further than to say that the back bone
or chine should be taken out, as| also the
spare ribs from the shoulders, and the mouse
pieces and short ribs or griskins from the
middlings. No acute angles should be left
to shoulders or hams. In salting up in Vir-
giwis, [ put all the meat, except the heads,
jowls, chines, rnd smaller pieges, into
powdering Lubs(water tight half-hdgsheads)
ln Keatucky I have used large troughs, ten
feet long, and three or four feet wide at the
top, made of the Liriodendron tulipfera or
poplar iree. These are much the most con-
venient for packing the .meal in,| and are
easily caulked if they should erack se as to
leak. Thesalting tray or box in which the
meal is lo be salled, piece by piece, and
from which each piece, as it iy salfed; is 1o
be transferred to the powdering tub or
trough, must be placed jusl so near the
trough, that the man standing between ean
transfer the piece ftom one to the other
easily. and withoul wasting the salt as they
are lified from the salting box |iato the
tiough.  The saiter stands on the off side of
Sslt the haa.s first, the
shoulders next, snd the middlings last, which
may be piled up two feet sbove the top of
the trough or tub. The joints wil] thus in
a short lime be immersed in brine.
Measure into your salting trar,
sures of sall, (a peck messure | ha
most convenient,) and one mepsurd of clean
dry silled ashes ; mix and incorporpte them
well.  “I'he salter takes a_ham intojthe tray,
rubs the skin side wilh this com;
the raw bock end, turns it over
the composition of salt and ashes on ¢ Heshy
side 1ill it is at least three Quarters of an ineh
deep all over it, and.as huch on the interior
lower part of the ham, which is eov ed with
the skin, as will lay on it T'he njan who
stands ready 1o transler the picces|as they
are salted, takes up the piece and 1
it carelully without displacing the domiposi.
tion, with the skin side down, in the bottom
of trough.: Fach succeeding ham is thus de-
posited side by side, v0 as to leave the least

L

eather is

pouiw space unoccupied. \When the bot-

LARS peri tom is all covered, see that every visible part

of this laver of mest is covered with the
ashes. Then begin
another layer, every piece being covered on'
the upper, or fleshy side three quarters of en
inch thick with the composition. -~ When
your treugh is filled even full in this way
with the goints, salt the middlings with =alt
only without the ashes, and pile them upon |
the joints so that the liquified salt. may pass
from them into the trough. Heads, jowls,
back-bones, &e, receive salt only, sad
should not be put in the trough with the
Irrge pieces. Much slighter salting will
preserve them if they are salted upon loose
boards, so that the bloody brine from them
can pass off. he juints and middlings are
to remain in and above the trough without
being rehandled, resalted or disturbed in any
way lill they aré 1o be hung up 10 be smok-
ed. If the hogs weighed not more than 150
pounds, the joints need not remain longer
than five weeks in the pickle ; if they weigh-
ed 200, or upwards, six. or seven weeks is
not 100 long. It s better that they should
stay in 100 long rather than too short a time.’
In three weeks, jowls, &e. may be hung up.
Taking out of pickle and prepsration for
hanging up 1o smoke is thus performed :
Serape off the undissolved salt, and if you
had put omas much as directed, there will
be a considerable quantity on all the pieces
not immersed in the brine. This salt and
the brine is all saved ; the brine boiled down
and the dry compesition given to stock,
especially 10 hogs. Wash every piece in
lukewarm water, and with a rough towel
clean off salt and ashes. Put the sirings in
1o hang up. lo Virginia | used for strings
white oak splits, in Kentocky hempen
strings.  Sel the pieces up edgewise tfiat
they may drain and dry. Every piece is
theu to be dipped into the meal painl, and
hung up to smoke. The meat paint is made
of warm, not hot, water and very fine ashes,
stirred together till thev are of the cansist-
ence of thick paint. When the picces are
dipped in this, they receive a coaling which
protects them from the fly, prevents dripp-
[ing, snd tewdsto lesson all external injarious
influences. Hang up while the pieces are
yet moist with the paint, and smoke them
well.  In this way 1 have cured (rom six to
eight thousand pounds of bacon every year,
for twenly-seven yearsin Virginia, and eigh
in Kentucky.

1 use at least three
pounds of meat. “Phis may_be thought ©x-
travagant but it insures success, and none of
itis lost., For what is left is all fed to the
stock, and being mixed with ashes, | believe
has a tendeucy 10 promote their health more
than salt alone. _

Sould you desire it, 1 will, st some luture
lime, giye you our mode of trying up dard,
which is not exactly that in common use.

Very troly, your obedient sev’t
: JOHN LEWIS.

Llangollen, Ky, March 15, 1841.

ol Cultivator

DISEASED POTATOES.

The lﬂcwﬂ\’nrk Courier and Enguirer says:
It appears by the imerior papers, that
sirange mortality has broken out among the
potatoes, and they are going ofl in thousands
of bushels, in all quarters. The: Utica Ga-
zette soys the discase in that neighborho.d
first manifests itself by a Llack spor on the
surface of the potatoe, which rapidly spreads
till the whele rvot becomes sofi and worthless.
Many farmers huve lost their entite crops, the
diseaze in many cases destroying the roots
while in'the ground, and large quan‘ities huve
also been destroyed afier having been lug and
turied in hieaps orstored in cellars.  Pulatods
aflected with this disease appears to be very

('pngij'

puisonous, large numbers of dogs having dicd
after eating them. Is not this subject worthy
the attention of naturalists?

r

“L Dun't Cang."—Yes ycu do care; you
are only in a pet now, and when you are so
bered down #nd have had time for reflection,

« | you will careys Certainly the world don't care

about yuu, and the world would wag on as it
is wont, were you annihilated at this moment;
but un'ess you care for the world you are ru-
inod at once. {1 is of noavail to get in a pet,
and use harsh Janguage and denounce every
budy around yeu. Itis not a wise spirit that
is harbored in your heart; it ig the spirit of
evil. Where you lire you will have much io
terlulenr and tafment you, bul is is unwise to

spit fire, bite your thumbs, or sh ke your fists
at all who ccme in yow resch.  Bear up, and
preserve with stout heart and kind look. Such
w spirit will be worth possessing. It will
vield you pure enjoyment, at all times, and
draw around you [riends who will contsibute

| to your welfare and happihess.
! :
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People and sustained by their will—the}

shels of salt tv 1,200

MESSAGE '
: '\ OF THE i
PRESIDENT OF THE U. S.
To the Scnate_‘, and |

House of Representatives of the U. §.:
Il any People ever had cause to render up
thanks to the Supreme Being for parentsl
care and protection extended to them in sll
the trials and dificulties to which they have
been from time to time axpased, we-certain--
ly are that People. From the first settle
ment of our forefathers on this continent—
through the dangers attendant upen the ae-
cupation of a savage wilderness—through
a locg period of Colonial dependence—
through the war of the Revolution—in the
wisdom which led to the adoption of the ex-
isting Republican forms of Government-—in

- . . - [E 1 l .
the hazards incident 10 a war subsequently *Frmcu, full satisfaction will be allowed

waged with one of the mest powerful nations
of the earth—in the inerease of our la-
tion—in the spread of the arts and sciences,
and in the strength and durability conferred
on political insututions emanating from the

superintendence of an overruling Providence
has been plainly visible.—As preparatory,
therefore, o entering once more-upon the
high duties of legislation, it besomes us
humbly to acknowledge -our. gdependence
upon Ilim 25 our guide and protector, and
to implore a continuance of His' pareutal
watchfulness over our beluved eountry.
We have new cause for 1he expression of our
gratitude in the preservation of the heslih
of our fellow-citizens, with some partial and
local exceptions, during the past season—for
the abundance with which the estth has
yielded up its fruits to the labors of the hus
bandman= for the renewed activity which
has been imparted to commerce— for the
revival of trade in all its departments—Ifor
the increased rewards attendant on the ex-
eicise of the mechanic arts—for the continu-
ed growth of our population amd the rapidly
reviving prosperity of the whole country. |
shall be_per vitted to exchange congratula
tions with you, gentlemen of the tsvo [louses
of .Congress, ©n thwsa suspiciows ewcum-

s due,

hardy adventurers against hestile ir.bes of
[ndians inhabiting those exiensive regions.
Our laws should also follow them, so niodi-
fied as the circumstances of the case seem to
require. Under the influence of our free

destined 1o spring tp, at no distent day, on
the shores of the Paeifie, sintilar in poliey
and in feeling to those existing on this side
of the Rocky Mountains, pnd givings wider
mmd more extensive spread to the principles
of civil and religious liberty. 58

1 am™happy to nform yolt that the rases
which have ariven, from time 1o time, of the
detention of Ameriesn vessels' by Dritish
crgisers on the cosst of Afriea, under pre-

tence of being engaged in the slave trade,

have been placed in a fair trsin of adjust.

menl.

In
the cases of the Tvgris and Seamew, the
British Government admits that satisfaction
In the case of the Jones, the sum
aceruing from the sale of thst vessel and
cargo will be paid to the
cannot but flatter mysell’ that full indemni-
fication will be allowed for all damages
sustained by the detention of the vessel—
and in the case of the Douglass, her Majesiy’s
Government has expressed its determination
1o make indemnification. . Sirong hopes are
therefore entertained, thst mest, :f not all of

‘these cases will be speedily adjusted. No

new cases have arisen sinee the ra}iﬁcalion
of the Trealy of Washingfoh : and,it is con-
fidently anticipated, that! the slave trade,
under the operation of the eighth article of
that treaty, will be sltogether suppressed

The occasional jnterruption experienced
by our fellow-citizens enguged in the fisheries
on the neighbering coast of Nova Scotis, has
not failed 10 claim the attention of the Ex
ecutive. Representations upon this subjert
have been made, butl as yet no definilive
answer 10 those representations has been re-
ceived from the British Gavernment.

Two other _subjects of comparatively
miner importance, but nevertheless of too
much consequence 10 be neglected, remain
still to be adjusted between the two eoun-

: : "triés. By the Treaty between the United
stances, aud lo assure you, in advance, of '

my ready disposition 1o concar with you in
the adoption of all such measures as shall be
caleulated to increase the happiness of our
constituzats, and to advance the glory of our
common ecounlly,

States and Great Britain, of July, 1815, it
is provided that no higher duties shall be
levied in either country onarticles inported
from the other, thsn on the same articles
imported from any other plice. In 1836,
roagh rice, hy an-a¢t of Parliament, was

Since the last adjournment gf Congress,
the Executive has relaxed no effort to render
indestructible the relations of amily which
so happily exist between the United States
and other countries. The treaty lately con-
cluded with Grest Britsin has tended great
ly 1o increase the good understanding which
» reciproeity of interest is calculated 10 en-
courage. and it is most ardently to be hoped
that nothing may transpire to interropt the
relations of amity which il is so obvisusly the
policy of both nations to cultivate.

A question .of much impéq'hm__nill_u-‘
mains to be adjusied between. them - The
territorial limits of the twe coubtries in
relation to what is commonly known as the
Oregon territory, still remain in dispute.
The Uunited States would ba at all times
indisposed to aggrandize themselves at the
expense of any other nation ; but while they
would be restrained by pinciples of honer,
which should govern the conduct of nations
as well'as that of individuals, from setting up
a demand for territory which does not belong
10 them, they would as unwillingly consent
to a surrender of their rights. Afiet the
mosl rigid, and ss fer as practicable, un-
biassed examination of the subjeet, the U.
Stales have ‘always contended that their
1ights appertain to the entire region of Joun
iry lying on the Pacifie, and embraced with
i 1he 42d and 54th degrees and 40 minutes
of Notth Tatitude.. b )
troyeried by Great Britain, those who have
preceded the present Executive, actuated, do
doubl, by an earnest desire 10 adjust thé mat-
ter upon terms mutually satisfactory 1o both
countries, have caused to be submitied to the
British Government, prapositions for setilg
ment and final adjustment, which, however,
have not proved heretofore acceptable.  Our
Minister at London has, under instructions,
again brought the subject to the consideration
of that Govemﬂgg:ni and while nothing will
be done to eompramit the rights or hanor of
the United Stales, every proper expedient
will be resorted 10 in order o bring the ne-
goliation now in the progress of resumption
to a speedy and happy tefminstion. [nthe
mean lime il is proper 10 remarkythat many
of pur gilizens are either. wstablished
in {he terrilory, or are on fheir ﬂ! thither
for the purpose of [arming permanert setile-
menis, while others are p;epiitlg';a-fdlow,1
—and in view of these faets, 1 must repeat
the recommendation containesl 1n previous|
messages, for the establishmept of military
posis, at such places, on the lin®of travel, as

admitted from the co:i;sl of Afriea into Great
Britain on the payment of a duty of one
peany a quarier, while the article from sl
other countries, including the United States,
was subjected to the payment of a duty of
20 shillings a quarter. OQur Mionister st
London hes from time to time brought this
subject 10 the considerstion of the British
Government ; but so. far without success.
He is instructed 40 renew his representations
apoa it |- Mo =g b A S

L Some years since a claim was preferred
sgainst the British Guvernmentian the part of
cecluin American merchants, for the rejurn of
export duties paid by them on shipmerts of
woollen goods 10 the United Siales, ufter the
duty on similar goods ‘exported 10 other coun
tries had been repeslerl and, corsequently in
contravention vl the tommercial convention
between the two nations secgring to us equal-
ity in such cases. 'I'lie principle on which
the claim rests has long since been viciually
admitied by Great Britain, Uut obstacles 1o a
settlement have from time 1o time been inter-
posed, o that a laige portioa of the amount
claimed has nol yet been refunded. Our
Minister is n w engaged in the presecution
of the elaim, and I cunnot buit persuade mysell
that the British Governiment will no longer
delay its adjustm nt. |

1 am happy 10 be able ta say that ‘nothiaz
bas cccurred 1o distuih in any degres ihe re-
lations of amity which exist beiweéen 1he U.

 with the other powers of Europe, since the
adjournment of Congress. Spain lias been
agituted with internal cunvulsions for many
years, from the effects of which it is 10 be
hoped she iis destined speedily tv recover—
when under a more IibcriTgy_ﬂgm of gommer-
cial policy wn her part, our trade with her
may again 6l its old, and €o (&t us lier conti-
nental possessions are concerned, its almost
forenken channels, thereby adding to the mu-
tual prosperity of the two countries.

I'lie Germanic Association pf Customs and
Commerce, which since ite estalilishment in
1833, has been stead:ly growing m power and
imporiance, aud consists at this rime of ‘more
than twenty German Siates, and embrac.ss
prpulation of 27,000,000 of pevple tnited for
all the purpeses of commercial intereaurse
with each dther and witli fureign siates, vfleis
to the latier the most valuable exchanges on
principles aore liberal than sre oflered on the
fircal system of any other Burpptan power.
From its origin, the inﬂg%:riqnée of the Ger
man Union has never been Just sight of by
the United States. The iadusiry, moraliny
and other valuable quulities of the German

This claim being con’ Fh;__ﬂgs and Frauce, Austris and Russii, as well

will furnish security and protection 1o ‘our

- \'\ /

nation, have always Leen well known and
apprecisied. Onm ihis iubje’ct_ll invite the at-

ry

system of governmeni, new  republics sre

‘vmn—whih 1]

= —————— ——— ———

refary of Stuate, from which it will be seen
that while cur cotion is pdmitied free of duty,

which has already led 16 » greatly increased
consumption, a sirong disposition has heen
recently evinced by that great body to reduce,
upon certain conditions, their present duty
upon tobacen.  Thisbring the first intimation
of a eoncession on 1hig interesting subject

ever made by any Eurapean er, [ cannot
but regard it as well calevlated-te remuye the
only impediment which has so far existed to
the most liberal commereial intercourse be.
tween us and them, 1In this view, our Minis-
ter ot Berlin. who has heretofore industrious-
ly pursued the subjeet, has becn instructed 1o
enter upon the negotistion of » commercial
wreaty, which, while it will open new aitvan-

aflect injurivusly ne_
existing interesti of .the Union. Should the
negotiation be erowned awith success, its re-
sults will be commuuicated to both Houses of-
Congress. A .
I communicate her'etil.l: certain despaiches
received fiom our Minigler a1 Mexico, and
also a corrcspondence which has recently pe-

ﬂrﬂl between the Eavoy from that Republic
d

the Secretary of Siate. 11 must te re-

Governmen of Mezieo, in amicipation of a

to infer from newspaper publications; as lik: ly
to take place in Congreez, 1elating to the an.’
nexation of Texas tu the United States, should
have so far anticipated Lthe result of sueh dis-
cussion as to have snnoanced its determira-
tion to visit any such abtinipated decision b

a tormal declaration cf war againet the Uni ¢

inrodueing that questign, s a fit subject for
ite ealm deliberation snd final judgmeunt, the
Executive has no reasor 1o dvubt that it will
entively fail of its objeci.. The Representa-
tives of a biave and patfiotic people will suf-

to embarrass them in lh{? conrse of their pro-
posed deliberations. Nir will the'Executite’
Department of the Government fail, for any
such cause, to discharge’its v hole duty to the
country. ey :

b The war which has ‘existed for <o long a
time between Mexico nfid Texas, has since
the battle of San Jacinty, cousisted tor the
most part of predstory inrursions which, while
they have been atiendediwith much-of sufler.”

of the two countries in"a state of constant
alarm, have fuiled to approach to suy defini-
tive resull. ' Mexico hasfitted oyt no formid.
able armament by land 6r by sea for the sub-
jugetion of Texar. Eight years have now
elapsed since Texas deflared her indeper-
dence of Mexico, and during that time she
has been recognized us a’sovereign power Ly
seyeralof the principal civilized states. Mex-.
ico, neverthel:=s, perseserés in her plans of
reconquest, and refuses ty recognise hier fnde-
pendence. The predatory incursions o s bich
[ have alluded, have be#n sitended, in cne
instance, with the breaking up of the econrts
ol justice by the seizing ‘upon the persons ¢f
 lie judyes, jury-and officers of the court, and
dragging them along withiuanrmed, and there-
fore non combatant citizens, into a cruel and
np?reuiu bondage, thus!leaving crime . go

uppunished and i:nmortality 10 pass unrepro.
vﬁ" A border warfare 'al’eul::nn e I.op he
deprecated, and over sucl & war as has exig:
ed forso many years bétwaen thése twaS:gice,
humanity has hanL‘ru; ciuse 1o lament. Nor -
is such a condition of things 1o be deplorid
only because of the individusl suflering atien-
dant upon it.  The effi ctslere fur mp1e exien.
sive. “The Cren'or of the/Universe has given
man the Earth for hie'ressing place, and i
{ru’i:a for his subsistence. Whatever, there!
ore, shall make the firs) orany part of it o
scene of desolation,. affgets injuriously hig
heritage, and may be =9 x genernl
calamity.  Wars may sometimes be necessa.
ry 3 but all ustions have afcommon interest in
inging them speedily 10 8 close. “The U. S,
have an immediate interést in seeing wn énd
put v the slate of hostilities existing between

of the séme continent, with whom we sre not
only desifous uf cuhivsiing the relations of -
amity, but of the most exiended commercinl
intercourse, and to practice all the rights of 2

neighborhood hospitality. ? @ur own interests

are deeply involved in the ‘matter, since, bov -

ever, neutral may be aur course of puliey,

of jealousy oa the part of both of the powers,
fact that a-warface, such ay is waged betwern
those 1wo natiens, is calenlated to weaken
both powers, ang Gaally 16 render them, and
e«peciully the weaker of 1he two, the st bjects
bmulfrrrd'ce on the 1&! of stronger and
more powerful nations wit, intent ouly on
advancing th'ir own pegulfar views, may

plinnce with terms, as the condition of heir
iner pusiion, sliké derbgatory to the nation
grinting them and det.imental 1o the interests
of the United Sistes. ‘We could not be ex-
pected guictly to permit sny such interference
10 our dllmklil':t'ﬂ Cu'l';dlrin' that Texws
is seperated the United Siates by 8 inere

geographical e, that heg terriiony, in the

4
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tention of Cungiess o the repc;rl of the Sec- -

and the duty.on rice has been much reduced, -

garded as not a litle exiraordinary that the °

States. 1 designed to prevent Cangress from'

fer no apprehension of future consequences

ing to individuals, and Eave kept-the borders -

Mexico sud Pexus.  They are vur neighbors, -

we eannot hope to eseape the eflécts of a wpirit

Nor can this Government be indiflerent 1o thd

L of the Wi ‘tages to thie agricultural ingerests of the U0'S, -
In_the coogl of -Jha (Willisws ond and » more free and expanded field for coms

mercial operations, wi

public discti-sion, which'it has been please]l -

} L

sooner ur later attempt 1o bring sbout a comt ¥ .



