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‘. FLETCIHER wis ia the
\ SN0 Waidtine for’ Fala
O L, Lida lived with hor
thior, aud every time Fleteh-
tu see Lier either the Lrother's
s elilhdreon were in the rooim,
wis hever a chance to say
2 o Lhier alune.
owever, bis opportunity had
vias fhe day beiove Christ-
Mis, Batferd and the children

ne o hoer wother’s for several

with Tida left at heme with
seitvitiilts and her brother not
IR evening, Elotetier ceuid say
those thinzs be had becn lone-
bat which he conld noet
Linsolf to write In a lerter uor
‘e before the assembled family.
L after wnat seemod g very
TN, Ssne oue wWius comine.
& up and leoked eageriy to-
o ¢duorwny. The portiere was
a~ide, and in walked Teddy—
ho, in Fletcher's opinion, was
st pili in tae whole box as far
ving power and keen c¢bserva-
ere colcerned.
o, Teddy,” he said, not very
¥, "1 thought yeu had goue (o
PChristias with your gramdma.”
didn’'t =o." said Teddy.
1o expect a visit from Santa
ionizht?™”
N, 1 s'pose so,” wearily. “I'd just

e

PHes interrupted by dlisjointed remarks.
Finaliy there was total silence, Vietih-
er bhewt over so that he eould see 1he

'::;'%'.1\' fer; then he looked at Lida
sind smided,

They went on for a little in sllence.
Fletcher was tryinzg to compose his
speech.

“I don’t know how to say it” he
hiirst out desperately at lensth.  “I
woop forgetting how 1 look, and if I

say it the way I waut to it will be per-

feetly ridiculous.  And yet 1 mtust

sua)y it, for 1 may never have another
<hanee.”

She was looking at him, her startled

eyves dark and luminous in the star-

light.

“Perhaps you do not need to say it,”

she said gently.

“Do you mean that you understand
without my telling you?’ he asked
vilzerly.

“Ye¢s8,"” she.answered very low.

Wlhen they reached the house Fleteh-

er took Teddy in his arms and carried
him in. He laid him gently on the

couch in the hail and tarned away,

itinking the echild still slept.

“1 can step only a moment,” Fieteh-
er said. *Is it late?”

At that instant Teddy sat bholt up-
right, staring about him wildly. Ile

caught sight of iiis father in an ad-
Joining room.

*Oh, papa!” he cried, his veice ring-
ing out ciear mud shriil.  —Oh, papa,
Santa Claus is kissing Auut lLida!"—
Doston Herald.

sled

And conk the ancient doer,

<hose tuings are out of date for me;
They're now a shattered dream.
Ch, I'm as happy as can be

About r:y brand new scheme,

ULL soon across the boundless

plain,
Beneath the Christmas stars,
I'm going to travel on my train
Made up of baggage cars,

And they’ll be simply stuffed with

toys
And other precious things
For little giris and little boys
For whom I spread my wings.

That sets all hearts aglow.
And I shall call, and not in vain,
While stockingward I head
My mile a minute flying train,
*“The Christmas Limited.”

ON'T think thaf you are teo poor
istmnas. Yon ean’t be
80 pocr as all that.
Don't spend so wuch on Christ-
nas that you can’t got even with the
birteher and grecer nnril Marceh.

Don't vive presents that are a pleas-
ure for ten minutes and a burden and

|t worry for ten years.

Don't, young women, buy npeckties
for yeur mien folk: don’t encouracge
fiiem in being bizeer guys than neces-
STV

Lon't give a drum to the children of
your enemy who works nights, A
watehman's rattle is just as «onod, and
it is cheaper.

I3

Don’t gzive your wife something she
deesn’t care for just because yon want
it yourseif. This “don’'t” works the
other way just as well.

Don't forget that a basket of fruit or
a box of tlowers is just as nice a pres-
ent in many cases as something that
will Inst a good deal longer.

Don’t try to find the price marks on
the gifts you receive. If the gifts are

worth having they mean something

above dollars and cents.

Don’t forget the DBob Craichits and
the Tiny Tiimns—that is. unless you are
unregenerate Old Scrooge. in which
case lorgetiunlness ean be explained.

Don't put off everything to the last,
because vou had better for the joy of
vour friends give nothing than wear
vourself out and lLe as cross as two

NEVIER shali forget onr Christmas
dinner in a construction camp in
the vear 1900, said a former Colo-
ridoan. We were building a res-
ervoir ont on the plhins abont ten
railes east of Puebls,. We had 150 men
on the job, all white men.
We had a peor cook on the job and
counldin’t seom to find any other. As a

| result there had been men leaving,

every day and constant grumbling all

| the fall, and it eame to a head Christ-
| mas: ¢ay.

It was a beautiful, bricht Colorado

| Christmas. Tie men were to work
{ In the moerning, have a turkey dinner

at nosn and Iay off in the afternoon.
The old man had bonght three pounds
of turkey per man—430 pounds. Tha
birds had come out the day before.
About ten minutes after noon I heard
a kind of an angry roar outside. L
never heard anything like it before,
and it made me jump, It meant tron-.

' ble of some kind. 1 hurried out and

saw a surging mob at the door of the!l
cook tent. 'The men wese all shaking
their fists in the air and yelling with|
one steady. hoarse, prolonged yell. I
went around behind the tent and slip-
ped in. There stood the cook raging,|
fiehting drunk, brandishing a meat ax
and emitting a steady stream of pro-/
fanity. In front of him surged the
mob, just out of reach of the meat ax,
crazy mad. T didn't blame fhem.
They had come off work with their
mouths all made up for turkey, and
not a table was set, not a spark of fire
in the stove and 450 pounds of turkey
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