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it and inspect the Asylum and to as- al Asembly that the same objeCt nienbers tiese by the Grand Lodgze. besen fitted up ip the Saint Johw's ness. Many whom she served witl
Mamn woeillep it was expedisint and gnight be nicre cecnomieally accom- Brethren C. . Bwley, and J. {, -pujuliesdnS o(l Je) DUpiiig =Sogie) rise up and call her Llessed,
—— 1 .

Continued from first paze.

were net many miles of ralread
within ths State.
This difficulty of transperatatio

the desire to reach the great Wes-
tenn scetion for the causas, the offer
of building and grounds by the Trust
ees of Mars Hill School, Madison Co,
the healthfulness of the mountains
for some of the delicate children at
Oxford, were deubtless causes which
led to the establishment of a “wes-
temn branch” of the institution at
Mars Hill. This experiment iz raia-
er imteresting, but I shall not ge intc
the details of it here. It is procbably
sufficient to say that the subsidary
instution in the West begame burd-
ensome and embarrassirg to the werl
The property at Mars Hill after a
litlte mome than aa year, rvev rted
to the Trustees of the schosl there.
Forr a time an effort was made to
conduct the western branch in Ashe-
ville, as Rev. L. M, Pease of that ¢-
ty, had offered conditicrally, a site
for the institution. In 1877 Brother !
Pease proposed to,conduct,Orphanage
independertly and the property he
had offerid went back to him upon
Tite payment to the Grand Ledze for
the Oxford Orphanage of the srm of
five hundr-d do’lars for improveyas ot
which had been made on his propercy
at Asheyiila The work of 1he MAas-
ous was azain centered at Oxferd.

In 1876 the Crand Ledze chese o
Commiitee of three, W. E. Madevson.
J. A, Leach and F. H. Busbhes, to nea.
srnt the clainis of this effcrr for or-
phan children 1o the Gemneral As
bly and to urge an annual appropri:
tion to the iustitution at Oxford At
the followinz meeting 6f the [ezis-)
lature t-is Comittee performed its
duty, and while th= appropr ation) was
not then made .thesreport of the Com
mittee to the Grand lodge i) Decem- |
ber, 1877, indlcates that its members |
weme encouraged to beldieve that such !
an equitable, wise investment won'd.
later be made by the State. !

At the communication of the ( }-l"i—lld|

Lodge ir 1877 this resolut on was dis- |
cussed and adopted: {

it shall be the duty of ev-ry.l.odze
to pay the Orphan Asy®im fve dol-
lans for every person initiated, and
not #ess than five cents a month for

only member on its voll, and to.State

in its annuval returns to what extent
+his duty haas been verformed.”
Mamy of ths

mature of a tax impeossd upon the
membership of this Grand Jurisdie-
tion. They preferned to zive in a
more voluntary,manner the funds n-e

ed in excess Of the regular appropra- fsama

tion. L _ )

The year 1877 was an excepticmally
trying one on the Orphanage, The
tack of unity as to the methed of
cbiaining funds from the Masons, ihe
discussion of the matter eof a State

apropriation and other causes ente|confer

rand others

rdetermined

| In December.

i
e =% pend ) = A . . 3L
praciicsiie 1o centinLe thae work.

At tas sime time a Comnittee
compossd of Thes, S, Kenan, Zeabulon
B. Vance, Edwin Retdas, 4. M., Wor-
th, Bugsn2 Guscii, W, E. Andarsoiy,

J. A. Leach aad F. H. Busbes, was
appointed to bring again before the
Lezislature the matter of an appio-
priztien to the Oxfcrd Institution.
Special attertiicn
obilgat.cn
tion upcn

impesed by the Constitu-
the State of Ncorth Caro-

was ca'lsd to the

¢

ling to care for destitute crphan chil-:

dren) within its bounds.

In. 1877 the Grand Lodze was apprt
priat.ag 2,000 ard libsral M=ascns
outside the Fraternity
werz countributing to the cause, but
the reeds cf the wark had grown to

increased financial sup-
bort be gained. The benefits of the

effcrt had

| the institution.

'such an extant that it was essential |
. that largely

Orphanaee have never been r-srtictec

larze majeray eof irs beneficiaries
d'd not tave fathers who were Hmem-
b<:s of the Mascnic Crder.

The special Committes, consisting
of W. R. Cox, Jchn Nicheols, Z. M.
Paschail, J. B. Neathery and R. T.
Grady whese duty it was to v
¥ ‘nstituticn ard advise as
e continualce of the werk, =2t

- e

the meetineg of 1878
RINRFTEIEmet 2ang st

tinuzwica of the
mittee, &t this tig a0y
menticn ¢f the gencresity of the
grod people ef Oxferd and Gramville
Ceounty, who weie so clge to  the in

scivition ard @0 cen-cicus of its need
ie. ragular Crphen Asyluom Com-
mittee. in its  report that year, re-
solved “that theve is pro DUl pose Gl
the pact of the Grand Ledge to aban-
den the erpran werk, W
resoitticn to maintan
ard suppert it with all the
21l viZzer our rseouress will permit.
The Committas whsely SugEestog that

it would e well fer the talk of d's- | ;i
terest In

centinuance of the werk to stop, as
such talk was of ‘njory to it The
Grand Lodge heartily adopted the
report of th= spesial and ragular (‘ll
mittees coy Orphan Asvlium.

n 1878, the mlan for
ga.ang  suppert for the instifution
t::orn the suberdingte lodges was
caanzed. Crpham Asylum Committee
was to be appointed in the lodzes to
lead in ths end:zavor to inecrease in-
(Terest in the undertaking and  to
get aild for it. These Committees

Masons throughonrt | were to report monthly the amount
the State rather regarded this in the |

raised and to transmit it to the
Superintendent. Aid to the Orphan
Asylum was to be a regular order
I business at the stated communica-
t.oms cf the lodges. Pnactically the

methed is in operation today
and. when the local Orphan Asygm

Ce qmittess 2rs commised of zesalous,
| irfiuential, active hellpers of the caus
the plan werks in an ideal way.

In this s2me mecting of 1878 Grand
Master W. R. Cox was requested to
with Governcr Zebulen B.

ed in to test the hold of the insti-| Vance with regard to the constitution

tution vpon the Fraternity and the|

al chligaticn of hte State to provilde

other people of Norih Carolima. At j for orphan ohildren, and t suggest to

the meeting of the Grand Lodge in|him the propriety of a statement in |

to the children ef Masons, and a very |

| tienal

i it s its

BNErZY

pl.sited by an anprepraticn to a'd

rha Ciphan Asyvium st Oxtford, The
Crand Master cenfsted Woth  Goyr-

gr Vanze., The dGoverticr in his mces-
sige broafly presemzed toe matier.,
W, S. Harris, Senator from Franklin,
intreduced a reseclut'cn making ap-
provriastion ef $35.000 per anntan. Wit
singular unaninsity the medsure
vasscd both Hcouses. In 18831 the a-
mcunt was raised to $5.090 and fn
1885 to $19,000, which is the appr opri
tion at this timeo,

As far back as 1879
been made.
raise an
The regu =m manten-

some slight
without much
result, to

Carrin, and the pres-ni
the part of the Gramd
rhten, T. A. Gre-n,

Royster. Thae

ex-officio

J. W. Coiteny atid B S
rard Master of DMascus is
Chajrm e of tha Boord,

In 18493 the Grapnd i.odge requestsd

, Governor. Caarr to appoint three Dilec-

tory on the part of the Stdate and he
Ramsay., ¢f Seabcard and Fielding
chose B. N. Dwuke, of Durham, J. N.
Ramsay, of Seawboard, and Field ng
Kunett of Oxford, Upen ths resigna-
tion of Mr. Knott in 1896 C. W. Toms

| of Durham was appointed his success

endewment for |

anc> of the Crphanage was the obli-|

gatlon move directly uvpen the hearts
zrd bkands ef the Maszcns and thesr
fellcw: hizipers.

In the year 1879 a house 1o be set

apart icr hospital use was ccnstruct-

ed. The following year the

Grand |

Lodge approved the recommendaticn |

of Brother Mills that a separate build

1y for the boys of the Cryhanacge be
erected. The sale of a aprt cf the
unoccupied land cont.guous to the
town of Oxferd was guthrized to
help meet th eexpense of this addi-
burilding. The swaly amount

cf enilowment furd was pl2ced at d's |

po=al of the Committee on boys’ builc

inz fer investment ip tu's UNProve-
ment or in land. The new building, '
lzeeted on a hill soeveral hnndr-d
varas frem the Saint John's (ollege |
DeiMicg, was completed in 1S8S2 To |

aid in payine fer this adiitonasav-

én acras were scld fer #2.500, Seven |

agres.  cut  near the boys” building
site were bought at $200. k|

The resclut en passed Ly the re-
lzicus denem’maticns of the

at their satherings in 1879 and 18350

Were sirvoug in their com:nendation
ct the werk at Oxford 2xd cf their
purpos»  to,continve apd. inceregse.theia

aid to the ecause. Durinng these

{ Years there was a quickenirg of in-
the |

Orphanaze werk in
State,

From 1372 to 15884 the

ent of the instituticn reported direct !

to the CGrand Lecdge by which Bedy
he was anmually elected. The manage
ment of the work was to a great ex-
tent vested in thes Superintendent.
alley 19—119.

In Janmary, i884, upen recommeanda
tion of Grnad Master Bimgham and
the Orphan Asylum Ccmittee, the
Gramd Lodgeappointed a Bosgrd
Directors for the imstituticn. Brother
Mills was at this time re-elected by
the Grand Lodge, but he declined to
azain accept ths Superintendency.He
agreed to remain in charge unt’l the

Board could meet amd provide for
Asy- |

the further
luam.

The Iidrectors first ef-cted were:
H. ¥, Grainger, Goldsboro.
Julian S. Carr, Dvrham,
Thos. Kenamn, Raleigh.

A. H. A. Williams, Oxford.
H. H. Munscen, Wilmington.

H. F. Grainger withdrew, and H.
T. Bahnson, of Salem, was selected
as his sucessor. &

Since that day, in addition to the

crgamzaticm f the

|

State !
| ther

r. Pr. Rimsey died in 1904 and E. F
Lovellof Wonto County, was chosen
to fill the va2cancy, When Ben
resiened in 1901, en accoumnt of his
remeval from the State Dr. FredPea-
cock, then of Greensbecre was chossn
by the Goveunnor as Mr. Duke’s succe
SSOT.

In. 1889 an Advisory Board of thre«

CGranville County mascns waas Crea- |
ted by the grand Lodge. Thie first me |
mbers of that board were John W. H '

N. A. Cregory and J. M. Currin. S. H
Smith and W. L. Mitchell have renrd-

ered service on this board and it is
Booth |

tocday composed of T. L.

{ ¥, P, Hbgosd and W. B. Ballou.

Since the beoa.d of Directors and the

Adviscry Boarii were establ shed the
chanzs ‘n thel perscomel have Dbesn |
remarkable few. The institution has
been ereatly olesssd in the uappoi-

ntment of goeil business nien, of a
high crder of 1ateligance and charac-
ter and deeply aterested in the “well
fare of the imstulion.

Cae ¢l ine first acis of the 11;»\\_'1}'
created Beard of Dirertors ot izt
aneeting Javuvary 25 1884, was the re-
lection of Jochy #H. allills to the Su-.
perintendency cf the Orphanaszse. Bro-
Mills was stT1 cocmainced thag
the time hard ome fer him to with- |

'draw, He dec’ied to accept the posi-
tion, but remaizcsd until his successo-,

|
|
|

|
.'

r

1

1877 a Committee Was selected to vis | the Governor's message to the Gener- | above named, the Board has had as !

or could be secuxm=2d amd stalled, ;
After Mr. Milis nad laid down t.l*..e!
work at Oxford. he became prechbbhably

uperintend- | the greatest human agent in the op-|

peirtume ond successful movemeni to!
found the Babtist Orphansage at Then
asville, an instuticm which has grown |
to be one of largest and most efficie !
in all our Southland. Since that time |
all of the leading denominations cf |
North Carolina have established or-)|
phans homes of their own, and by do
ing this they have greatly pro,!mate{ll

of l the work in the State.

Dr. B. F. Shelby,now Auditor of the
State of North Carclna, was the |
choice of the Beard of Directons for
Superintenden to succeed Mr. Mills, !
He entered vpen his uties April 1,
1884, .'

Mrs. Letitta Morehead Walker in
1841 offerd a thousand dollars to be |
invested in a bath house at the Or-
phanage as a memonial to her som,
John Morehead Walker, This amount
was gratefully accepted and. later., by
consent c¢f all interestad, was used
in the Walker memor.al residence, th
home of the Superintendent. Still late
this building was added to and it |
was the residence of the Subpenin- |
tendent until 1904 when i twas conve:
ted imto a hospital, rooms having |

Duke |

| ticn

- performed a

[W. 8.

ent =2mid h's fam:ily.
in the 1834 the instution ac-
aunived by
ard wife 1125 aores cf land adjoining
its grounds. In additicn o this, the
Orphanage acauired a small traet of
lasud of gbeoutisn-144 axes from L. C.
ard wils, i tha instu-
tution abou t242 i,
Among the pregresszive sts=p takem
gt tiizx time W23 the tmproveiuent
pia i ett;, ar wdvence s vY.nTALs S
ronzly by Dr. Dixon cnd Grand Mas-
nd approved by

year

Tavicr

ter Bimgham the
Fraternity,

The corper stons of an industrial ;
, building was laid Jurs 24 1835., with

Gov. A. M. Scales Presideni, who pai
stitution.This build'mg was occupied
about March 1387. In M2y a sheoe ma

kKirg and reparing depariment was
added. ‘The boys then bkad opportu-
nity for Industrial training in the

printing office which had been estab-
lished early in the history of the

instution, in the shoe shep amnd on
the farm,

Dixcp, in his re-
1860, gdvised the

Superintendent
port December 31,
continuance of all of the imndustrial
faatures and the additiom of other
new cnes az fast as possible,

Durirg his progressive administra-
the nuniider of childron
for went 2s high as 264, He and his
wite, a faithful, capahls, helndmeet
stnvice of lasting, in
caleulable value.

When in September, 1360, he Te-

Drrham, asan aable and devoutr man,
was elected by the Beard, Brother
Marris nang hardly etered Lis fwe
vield, wWoren wn MLsimiber 1914 (s

wis Cai'c1 F am- 413 earthly I8n - 3 p

Lis heavenlsy reward.

Dr. Inixen was again appointed to
[ adnunister affairs unti! Dr. Harris’
succeseer could be secured., He ac-
cepted the wrust and remained in

charge until Japuary 1, 1881, when D
Black .ef Raleigh, who had
beemny agreed uporn by the oBaard as

lthe man for the plice, came to take

up the work.

Iin his administration, Brother
Black and the instituticn were help-
ed and blessed beyend estimate by
the splendid serviece of his consecrat-
ed wife, known throughout the State
as “Aunt Mary."”

Upon Dr. Black's advice. the aze of

| discharge cf gzirls from the institu-

tion was raised to elghteen ¥years.
Early in life of the Orphanage the
minimum,age for reception,of children
had been fixed at six years and six-
teen had been up to this tiime the us-
ual age of discharge,

The Board of Directers in 1891 ap-
pointed A. H. A. Williims, of Oxford
Treasurer of the Orphan Asylum. Up-
¢ Brother Williams® resignaticnm in

1892, Brother ;. Rosnehtal, the pres-

ent Treasurer. was cho=en,

Tha improvement and enlarzemoant
of the ‘mdustrial featurzs of the Or-
pharage ccontinued vnder Iw. Black,
a known factory geing one of the
leading additicnal industries. The
broom making was, after a2 number o
vears, abandoned.

Mrs. Black died October 21, 1893,
Her life had counted for righteous-

puvcha-e from RO, Grezory

canred

By May 1804 Dr. Black gave up
the work deeply interested.in.its fur-
tcral and peraching ministry of the
Mezthodist Chureh,

Th= Board slected Mr. N. M. Law-
rence, of Tarboro. Superintendsnt.

he [pstituticn had becclime more and
more thorouzhly established and
in a strenz, vizorous, healthv con-
yditicn, and the Orphanage work.inthe
State had enlarged greatly throug!
tha establishment of Orphans' Hom-
e Dy the Baptist, Prsebyterian and
Ep'scepal Churches.

Teday the Eastern Conference of
the Dlethecidst Church alsop has an
 Crphemage and a movement is well
{under way for the establishment of
such an institution, by the Westeru
Cenferemee of that Chureh,

Early in the administration of
Ercther Lawrence, the institution
was ‘ncorporated as “The Oxford Nov
th Carelinz Orphan Asylum.” but was
later cha: ged to The Oxford Orpha
Asylum.

In 1836, the Hundley Bros. Wood-
working shops were purchased to be
| conducted by th einstitution mors
| for the industrial training of the boys
thamn as a commercial enterpnise. This
is one of the leading industries of
the Orphanaze.

Amng the many &ifficultt asks ¢
wiiich Mr. Lawrence applied hims.lif
Lenergetically were the mere thoroiieth:
| organizaddon nad systematizing of
 the institutien and its transforma-
it from the congregate or bamracks
sysiem to the mior eefficient and finosl
ci'ne cottaze svstem.

! Ar, Benjamin N. Duke. a
of the Institution n the part of the

State, a man of large means. Wis
muech impressed with the worth
the work deeply interestedin its. fiur-
ther development and improvement,
and keenly conscious of its great

wWas

]Ji"l'f‘1lr ¥

nced of meore buildings of suitable
construction and better equipment,

' Mr. Duke, desirous of rendering
most permanent aid to the instir:-
tion in thorough co-operationy with
-t'hg-» Masonic Fraternity, made propo-
sitions to th=G rand Lodge to contri-
bute 'ha‘lf of the funds required for
the buildings needed and planned,
and urged by Brother Lawr anee,
the Superintendent. The Fraternity

gratefully accepted Mr, Duke’s L.
Ier'a:rt offers and together they erected
,fqu-r cottages for boys and a central
demi.n.g room building, and later on.
| four cottages for girls. The boys’
cottages and the dining room buill-
Ing weare completed in 1897. The girls
cott,ages'wnm not finished and occ-
_pied- until 1893, Thege additions and
1mproevments to the material plaant
Were essential to a better grade of
work, a._n-d Mr, Duke, and the Masonic
Order in recognizing the value of
such improvements and uniting to
maka it possible for the imstitution
to secure them, increased the effect-
1vemess and the possibilities of the
Orpp anage immeasurably,

Since the organization of th-
work in 1872 the gifts from Masons
and other charitable people through-
out the length and breadth of North
Carolina have been mamy, In thisg

Lh ]

Continued on page 8.
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