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the past decade. These thinkers
seem to be winning out. From what
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= in the past few days, it is only a
o S === | matter of time until State becomes

(as well known for its football team
as for the fine basketball coaches.
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THE APPOINTMENTS . . . .|

With 15 highway divisions, North |
Carolina is getting set for a long
haul on improved highways. This|

applies particuiarly to the . big pri-
miary ronds which earry heavy com- |'
mercial traffic and tourists by the
thousands each summer. i
New Highway Chairman B8andy
Graham gave the hint shortly af-
ter his appointment last week when

l N s U R A N c E N E E D s he said that maintenance of the
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scares the new highway commis- |
sioners—just how much money it's |
going to take each year to Keep the |
Scott roads in tip-top gonditioa.
Some of them are already breaking
down. Contractors who had no part
in the construction of a large per-
centage of the rural roads are al-
ready coming up with the I-told-
you-so's. A long look will be taken
at Scott roads.
Governor William B. Umstead is
receiving praise in all quarters for
his highway appointments. By and
large, they come f{rom counties
which have not figured prominent- |
ly in the highway appointive realm. |
They know the needs in_their re- |
spective areas.
It is apparent that the Governor
disregarded in some instances
heavy political endorsements and
selected men who were for him
from the “little” counties in order
to reach down into the grass roots
for the basic needs of agriculture
and industry.
By naming Sandy Graham, the
Governor made happy some of his
most loyal friends. Mrs. Graham
didn't want her husband to ‘take
on the back-breaking job which hel
handled so capably in 1944-48. He
had a good, solid law practice. He
does not need the job..The two
« |main factors which sent him back
to his eld position are that he has
a good law partner in Dumon Esk-
ridge — a - Yadkin-Surry native
who can handle the business—and
he wants to get on with some ideas
which he had in 1944-48 w.ien war
and post-war prevented his getting
going. X

Consensus here is that Governor
Umstead will not make a finer ap-
pointment. Sandy Graham won’t
have 200 million dollars with which
to operate, as did his predecessor,
but he is expected to do as much
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