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Woretp Recarps L.
From tlie London Quarterly Revies.

Bat the other day Jetlerson Davis was
onve of the world’s toremo-t men, admir- |
ed as a statesman, respeeted as an earn-
est Chiristian, the Washingtan of another
ceneration of the same race “ N, |
none so poot as to do him reverence.”
Ju this country, happily free From ex-
citement, we can  cihudy  weigh fae s
which othiers see for the time Ilu‘n--gill
the disterting media of  prejudie and |
yassion.  defferson Davis s mply follow
od the example of Georee Wishingran,
Both were Soutleraers, both slave-own-
ers, botls levied war against an alder|
covernment, Washington, & subject of
the British Crown, nuder which ke held
o commission, conneitted an act of un
quustimmble treason.  dJefferson Davis
was never the subject of Abralam Lin-

lle was the chosen ruler of mill-
f the American people, twice as

coln.

from this country. Over them he ruled
for years under all the |11<;5t'¢.:r411nle|c
forms of constitutional law. That such
a man should be hunted down as a fel-
on, is ane of the dark spots that will be
left by this strnggle ou the page of A me-

rican history—uot all the darkest. The!

charge which President Jolmson  at—
tempted to fasten upon a fallen foe has
been scouted on every hand. The
eassin of Mr. Lincoln was a :-ﬁliilgu-:in'ic]{-
en fanatie, incapable at the time of see-
ing that his erime would be ruinous fo
those he thought to serve. After the
currender of Lee, even if the whole Nor-
thern Cabinet had perished, this could
snly have influenced the resut by ren-
lering the irresistible armies af Crrant
and Sherman more revengetul, and add-
ine to the sufferings of the vanquished.
Gooth was not a Southernes, had no eon-
neetion with any State of the Confeder-
acy. had endured no outrage, sofiered
no loss. It was well known that his fa-
ther's intelleet was disordered, and that
Lo had committedacts of violence. Toe
circumstances of the crime—the theatre,
the stage, the flonrish, the quotation, the
snan’s Life, his letters, Iiis dying request

HEY

toy ]:i']i!;,: ah i:w”';u'v:l-':]u sriin npon the

his country. Lt bears the aspect of an
a defeneeless man.
the practice to gloat over the tortures of
the defeated, 1o mnke o turget @ The
Lquivering body, and to trmstix it wil
ArrOWs s o pastine.
usnally treat the vietims of war wi h hu-
manity, even with generosity, The whole
onduet of the Government i this mat
ter of the conspiracy trial is paintul in
the extreme—the trial - of an ofience
teliolly unconnected with'warhvi court
its President, its reporter, the tittle -rasle
received as evidenes, and, beyond all,
the seercey attempted—cearry us baek to
the worst usages of the darkest times.
Jetierson Davis is now in thé handsof
liis encmnies, and remains to be trie | for
I he had commaitted this erime

Lreasolnt,

he would then stand on a level with
Washington, Kossath, Garibaldi and

othiers, hitherto the objeets of Nmerican
adwmiration.  Can the same thine be a
virtue when others sufler, avd the black-
est of ermes when it injares omrselves?
t he be treied under the present excite-
ment, there ean be it - doubt as to the
verdiet 3 but it cannot be supposed tha
the Ameriean people wil commit suel
an act as to take any man’s life tor sim-
ly following thie exivuple of their own
idolized hero, and exercising a right they
are all tanght to ¢ ainy = most =acred
richt,” as M. Lineoaln declared it to be.
A-d as Mr. Johuson reiterates that trea-
son is the greatest of erimes, we are led
te examine how it is regarded by the
Constitution of the United Stares. Here,
so far from beifg thus accounted, it is se-
leeted trom all other offences, not to he
stigmatized, but to be dealt with gently,
sand Lhedged vonnd with proteetions tfrom
extreme punishment. Thas, Avi. I, see.
9: “No bl ot attainter shall be piss-
eld.”  Art. L see. 30 No person shall
he eonvieted of treason unless on the res-
thimony of two withesses to the sawme
overt act, oron contession illt)]}(‘ll conrt,”
[ Avt. 1Losee. 4 it is classed with byi-
bery s and the oOth- Awfendmert of the
Constitution requires that  the aeensed
shall have the rvight to *a speedy and
publie veinl by an impartial juey of the
S ate and distriet wherein the crime
shall lLave heen eommitted.”  Aver 111,
~ee. 3. ordains that “no attainder of trea
=1 .‘-‘]i:l“ \\'HI'I( Cfl"i‘H'-]!ii'Hll t-f. 1!}”-:(] 0o foyr-
feiture, except during the lite of the per-
S01) Il”:lillk"l “ Andd it this trial isto he
condaeted calmly as an affaiy of State,

disproving the right of a sovervign State
to withdraw from ite Union with theoth-
ers, if any counsel dare to use the argu-
ment. It is not generallv bLelievad in
this country that such aright exists; but

attempt to dssassinate the l‘uj-!lf:{Ti--!: of
Amaorg savages 10 1s | &

[cii_'_:ult‘\' ol h s ofice and the history oft ™

Civilized nuatings]!

the ditfienlt "a<k must be cuconnrered of

Cthie fery thetin the carly debates of Con- | he was, to 1)

l

Cije a party 1é®the

Vive

A inderstanding existed with tha fia

to whom  certain limited porwers were
degated by the Statesy  The recipi-
fa i{L'l'.":_':'lH'li poawer cannot he su-
r to those of whom it the dele-
_ This wonld be ta put the azent
airoye the prineipal; or the servant above
the master ; and where a sovereign State
v delegates” limited powers to an agent
L eertain ends, it 1s diflicult to see that
withdraw them when those
ewdsare no!  attained. This ,right to
withdraw, *“to resyme” them, was as- |
Serped by Virgigia ®hen 4hat State be- |
Constitutiong, aod it
ted & s solemn. TP

T,y ﬂ.um_' ‘iuo-.-tl'u—np-. 'n_--..‘ﬁ‘jk y
Union, simply exereises the right which
poserved by Liw wlhien she entered it, |
[t oy bre said that this law has no tforce |
Dbeyveoad her limitsy but they who aceep- |
lTr»‘l Lar adheston to the Unioe, with this
yoseived right, solemmly pro<laimed 1o
the vorld, cannot now complain that it
b eacreised 3 and, indeed, it s difdi ult
State :.'-n::l'I have
cornpact withont the
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b see how e stered |
ii;'n '11!' !i !"l.i].
power of withdrawing ifits terms were |
broken.,  This the only ]HH:-Elll('.
means of red ess or eseape from wrong
If ¢ nmmitted by the majority, One ot
?i"[--r nts of the Constitution will illus .
e this. The smal: States isisted that
l‘:II;L \\'h;glv\‘ct' B ES r-iZ'._-. ﬁllnlllll ]l:;t\'c
el weight in the Senate, and th .t this
shogld never be alte ed o the prejadice |
of any- State without its own consent.
ras is lll:?[ the Lotle stii; of soil, Dela- |
wire, s it~ two members in the Senate |
cipally with New York, a State exceed-

Wils

ingin all respects several of the King-
dius of Europe.  And it the whole of' |
tieother thivty-five States shounld desire |
itdhey cannot rightfully alter this with- |
ot the cousent vf Delaware.  But sap- |
Pk they dn so, with or ‘'without right, |
wilit redress has Dolawace 2 She coud |
o vutvote or light the others, and must |
cifley subimit to a bre«eh of the compnet |

‘Miont redress, or retive trom it, This |
sexplain the remarkable starement |
Lowle s This right (that of sece sion) |
@ be considered an ngredient in the |
orizinal compogition of the generitl Gov-,
ertment, which, thongh not cxpru:&aml.i
wibs mutually  understood.”  That such |

1

|

e of ihe Constitution, is proved by

ares, nuder the existi o Ul!ll#lilllfinll.r
the thyeat of seceding was made more |
thaty onee, aud the vight to do so was not '
questioned. Ju the Constitniion there is |
o peieiple that permits the eoertion ot
i b':llt'. W hin 5..|13_5-_£r,-,-:tu(], 1 was llL‘“]l‘
}"'mt‘lj' excluded ; ."Lllhl it there be naoth-
ing that can lawfully coerce a Stats o
retiain, what can lawfully prevent its

: tempts to overthrow ir.

wa 4. "'_.‘--I'N.ta-
e THOSP e

Leaid that all this was

groitie §

Aud ify as De Tf-‘c‘liw"n'lé _-]l".m' {lwlslw
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right of eecession cannot be disproved, it
follows that when the event occurs, the

: State becomes a foreign power as regards
the rest; and if war ensoe, the acts of its

citizeus are acts of war, and not of trea-
son. The difference produced by the step
is very material. If a citixen of Mary-
land were now to take up arms against
the Federal Government, he would com-
mit an act of treason. DBnt if that state
should first secede, and call ont its fore-
es toresist invasion, he must then respond
to the eall, in obedience to the laws of
the land. Can he commit treason by
acting in obodience to law ¢ According
to the Washingion theory, the position of

the Southern man would be hard, indéed;

for it he obeyed the Federal call, and
shonld be found in arms against his State,
he would be gnilty of treason againet the
law of that Stare ; and, it he obeyed the
Stae call, he is now charged with trea-

son against the Federal Government.—§’

Such a position cannot be tenable. Th
law of the States plainly absolves the cig
izen wlo has no choice but to obey it.-
Against the State itself redress mgay b
desired an' demanded ; but it cannot D¢

found rightfully ip that Constitation fromy |

which the voareion.of a State was exeln-
ded. A traitor; too, takes up arms against
the Government that is ovér him, and at-
We cannot find
that anv one attemnted to ovearhrow the
Washing on Government ; on the eontra-
ry, strong efforts were made by the Sontly
to enter mto amicable relations with git.

' But srzuments of this kind are not likely
to obtain mueh uttention at a period of

stich excitement. One that cannot he

| overlooked is the faet that a state of war
' was recognized by the Federal*Goyern-

ment. It was so. adjudged _aat only by
the prize courts, but by thé Supreme
Courty whose decision eannot be set aside,

BCO ¥ (1.
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RIg manner by President
Lincoln and his Secretary of State, who
went in pe:son to treat with the eammis-
sioners of Jetferson Davis. [t has been
done under the
pressuve ofievents, leaving original rights
in abeyance, wiigh may now be reaived.

' By this kind of arcument, almost anvy

breach of faith eould be defended.—
Wh tever the maotives, there is the fact.
It is impossible to say that Pres:dent Lin
¢oln \\‘1--11.‘ to I]L'j_{‘{nii;lfc with emlb issors
appsinted by a traitor.  Whoever treats
with the embassadors treats with the Gov-
ernment, and with the head of the Gov-
ernm nt 3 and, atrer this, Me. Johnson
has no more right to charge the head of
et Government with treason than we
st to charge it upon the 1‘:“!110!'(!]' of
Russia af the ciose o the Crimean war.
We cannot take opposite principles,
change them about, reverse them, leave

lthem, retura to them, to suit the conve-

nience of the day.  No goverpment can-
not play fast and loose in matters of life
or death.

There are other eonsiderations.  Tor
fone vedrs Jetierson Davis was the ap-
[nlim'mi raler o eléven  great States—
Siates, several of which tad been ac-
knowledeed ustree, s vereign and inde-
pen lon "l'm\\'urs by the Governments of
Euroce.  1is dominion was no mere in-=
sureent distriet, bat # region i e
enough for many Kingdoms. [le sent in-
to the tield great a nues, made illnsirons

by brilliant victories, and leaders of en-

anpm-tc(l by a nnani—

during renowi . ! :
| strier conformi-

mous people, he ruled in

Lty woth the laws of the tand and its Cou-

Wheo vehemen ly urged, as
ipress the I‘Ill‘lilai[iﬁ-ll papers.
which were ever huzzing and stinging at
Richmond, ereatly to the profitof the en-
emv. he resolutely retased to inteifer:
with the freetdom of  the  press. When
urged to reraliate the warder ot tei e,
chot i+ eold hlood at Palmyra, by the
Federal MeNeil, nnder eircnmstanoes o
otrocity that none can read witliout o
shudder, he refuged to listen to ”'.c vOies
of natural indignation, and declined to
d onedrop of blaod excepton the open

stitution.,
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