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PARCEL POST RATES REGULATED
THROUGH SYSTEM’ OF ZONES

| of the postoffice officials that the par
| cel post system should be made of
| partioular use to persgons having farm
|and factory products to transmit to
I!cuatomers. It can be said in a general
way that anything can be gent which
g properly wrapped and which will

Uncle Sam’s New Enterprise Clearly Explained—How Charges Are |not Injure other mail matter with
Fixed and What Class of Merchandise May Be Carried
Through the Mails Under the NeW Law.

By EDWARD B. CLARK.

With the coming of the New Y?r
the United States government will én-
ter Into a new fleld of enterprise—
the transmittal of merchandise by what
ls known as the parcel post.

It {8 no exaggeration to say that
thonsands upon thousands of Inqulr-
les have been made of the postmaster
general a8 to just what the parcel
post will mean to thae people, It was
the law of congress establishing the
system which made provision for a
division of the cbuntry In zones
and into 35,000 units which are to be
uged as centers in describing the cir-
cles which mark the boundaries of
the zones. There has been no clear
understanding, . apparently, of this
ronc system, but really it Is a very
slmple matter,

The accompanying map shows the
couniry divided into zones from the
unit in which Washington Is sll-
uated, gs the center, Accompanying
the map is a table showing the rate
of postage per pound for parcels from
Washington to places within all the
Lones. 3

Fach unit contains an area thirty
miles square, Now each unit ia a
center from which the =zones are
drawn 'and so every unit in the coun-
try no matter whers it is situated will
hava zones drawn from it just exactly
a8 Washington has them drawn from
ft. For instance, take Keokuk, Ia.,
which 18 in a unit in the fifth sone.
From that will be drawn cirbles ex-
actly .as they are drawn from Wash-
fngton and they will be numbered from
Keokuk as number one, just as they

~are numbered from Washington as
number one. Of course, however,
Zons Six will bave a different geo-
graphical position as related tbo Keo-
“kuk than It has as related to Wash-

gton, but as the radius of the circles

X o

| drawn from

L ]

{eokuk [s the same

length as lha, radius of the clrcles

drawn from \Washington, Keokuk'

Zone 8ix will be just as far from its

center as Washington's Zone Six ts.
How FRates Are Fixed.

It ean be eeen from this readily
enough that the postal rates from
Washington (¢ its particular zone will
be the same g3 the postal rates from
Keokuk to its particular zones. Each
unit being abut thirty miles square

will of courge contaln in most cases a

number of postoffices, but each office
in the same unit is consldered as be-
Ing the center of the olrcles from
which the zones are drawn. The
rates of postage are fixed from the
unit in which the sending postofiice Is
sltuated, but the price to every place
in any zone ls just the same. To {I-
lustrate, It will cost exactly the same
amount to send a parcel from Wash-
ington to Hrle, Pas, that it costs to
send it to Atlanta Ga., because EHrie
and Atlanta with referénce to Wash-
ington are situate@®in the fourth
zone. The rates thereforsa are fixed
from the unit in which the postoffice
18 located, but they are the same
from that office to any point in any
one zOne.

It will be sean by referenca to the
table of rates of postage that i€ will
cost more per pound to send a pack-
age a long distance than it does to
send It a short distance. The rate in-
creased for & package welghing one
pound at the rate of one cent for
each vone, No package welghing
more then 11 pourds can be sent un-
der the new parcel post law. It
should be sald right here that on the
long hauls the parcel post may not
be eble to compete with the express
mmpﬂnieﬁ, but that on shorter hauls
it can so compete, It was the ex-

pressed desire of the legiglators and |

table, and when malled at this rate any
: 1:'”!."“- s SrEREal

RATES OF POSTAGE

Y dreda Wik N ilable at the rate’of ona
| ot e Sl of an ounce, regardiess of distance: Par
| cels welghing more than four ounces are mallable at the pound .

which it muay come In contuct.
Copy Forelgn Countries.

It 1s probable that the government
will adopt a means of transportation
for certain kinde of its merchandige

{ much like those which have been
|adopted In parcel post countrles
| abroad. What the English call ham-

| pers, basket-llke arrangements;, prob-
ably will be adopted, and as these can

{be kept separate from the ordinary | .4 what canpot be sent and the tn-!
I mall matter it is belleved that tho|cietions for the preparation of mall- |
regulations as finally adopted will al-| ov14 articles with other “official ' ad: |
| vice" are given here as they have just |

! low the gending of ezgs, butter, dress-
ed poultry, llve poultry, honey, fruit,
and other produets of the country.

| The 11-pound limit for a slngle pack.

{age mmy work at first agninst any

| yery extended use of the pavreel post

| for some of the articles which haye
| been named. Of course, more walght
can be sent If it is sent in different
parcels, but the cost (n that case

| Postmaster General Hitohcock has ] quantities are asked to submit to the
ijnsr approved the Fegulations which | postmaster for approval a speclmen

{cover in detall the articles which may
|nr may not be sent by parcel post.
| The rules ss to what can be sent

Ibr-can prepared by the postoffice de-

partment In Washington.

for the first pound and three cents for
each addltionel pound to any point not
exceeding fifty miles from the office of
malling; the local rate, which Is five

would be heavier, because the In-

is not great up te 11 pounds, nnd
probably it would increase at no greal-
er rate if tha government were (O
ralse the limit of welght which ls now
fixed,

very postmaster In the Tnited

except that the zone linen will be
shown with the unit of his postoffice
as a center. All that a postmaster
will have to do when & percel is pre-
sonted for transportation is to find out
in what gone tha destination of the
package diea. His table will show
him instantly the rats per pound
from the unit in which his postoflice
lies to the zone of the package's des-
tination, the price, as has been ex-
plained hefore, to every postoffica in
any one zone being the same. The
parcel pdwt will fake nothlug but
fourth-class matter. Printed matter
Is sthl in the third-class des!gnation.q
Therstore books cannot be sent by the
parcel post system.
Rate on Sceds Not Affected,
I¢ should be sald that the act of

. shs. which puts a parcel post
m' ~into m"'dwnntlnm

1

States will have a parcel post map |
like the one which is”here reproduced |

way llnes. The rates Incresse for

each successive one of the elght zones, | ¥
the maximum rate being twelve cents | quantitics by the manufacturer, and f
a pound, which will casry a parcel | Hot in
acrogs the continent or to any of our
Parcels will be limited |
to eleven pounde in weight and six |

possesdlons.

feet in length and girth combined.
Mniiahlw"lrllhahls Articles.

Butter, lard 4nd perishable articles
such as fish, fresh meats, dressed
fowls, vegetables, fruits, berries and

matter, will be accepted for local de-
livery elther at the office of malling or
on nny rural route starting therefrom
When incloded In an inner cover and
a sirong outer cover of wood, met-
al, leavy torrugated pasfeboard or
other sultable material and wrapped
80 that nothing ean eseape from the
pactage, they will be mecepted for
malllng to any offices within the first

{zone or within a radfus of 50 miles.

Butter, lard, or any greasy or oily sub.
‘gtanco Intended for delbvers. at offices
beyond the first gone must be suitably

way affect the postage rate on seeds, | packed. Vegetables and frult that do
mm ®, rocts, scions ond|not decay quickly will be mecepted for
nts ms fixed by sootion 482 of the mailing to any zome d 8o na
osta! laws and regulations. fto provent otasie SEREIL s
he  class on of articles mall-|ter. Eggh W local
e “the weight limit, the | delivery wh ] i a
4 a' _gone .or gones l.ll'_l basket ¢ will
2« ~of maliability under | e pt e
resn, if the master | distande. ppod
1 “experlence. “that | geparat €r.
thom are such as 0|  7ip
' e de- | giied, of
render | gther mi
: In. ;E"
o within |
o T

Pard

|

Al

RULES GOVERNING MAILING OF
| P_AGKAE UNDER NEW SYSTEM

Aiter Jan. 1 One May Mail Anything Weighing Not More Than 11
Pounds by Parcel Post—Perishable Articles May Be
| Sent Under Specific Restrictions.

| Ing. 1

The minimum rate will be five cents

cents for the first pound and one cent | closed in boxes and so wrapped as to
for additionsl pound, applies te all | prevent injury to other
parcels the delivery of which does not | !or

ind on a single package _
creasa per pou gle | £ :zm-nlve their transportation on  rail- |

articles of a similar nature that decay |
quickly, when 8o prcked or wrapped !
as (o prevent damage to other mall |

of |

found In the mails, shall be Withdrawn

ters.

Intoxicants, Polgons and Inflammab
Materiale, i~
Spirituous, vinous, malted, lerment-
ed, or other intoxleating llquors of any
kind; poisons of every kind, and artl-
cles and compositions contalning po:
gons, polsonous animals, lusects and
reptiles; explosives of every kind; in-
.inflammable material {(which are held
to include matches, kerosene oil, gas-
oline, naphtha, benzine, turgentine, de-
natured aleohol, ete.), Infernal ma-
chines, and mechanical, chemical or -
other devices or compositions which
may ignite or explode; disease germs
or scabs, and other natural or artifi-
clal articles, compositions or mates
rlals of whatever kind which may
kill, or in any wise injura another or
damage the mall or others property.
Postmasters will refuse to recelya
for malling parcels not properly io-
dorsed or packed for safe shipment. =
Pistols, Animala and Birds. i

Pistols or revolvers, whether in d

tached parts or otherwise; live

dead (and not stulfed) animals, hirg-_
or pouliry, except as elsewhere pro¥is

I

pireel showing the manner of pack-

Queen Bees and Nursery Stock.

Queen bees, live ingects, and dried
reptiles may bs mafiled In accordance
with the regulations that now apply to
ather olasses of mafl.

Seeds of frult, nursery stoek, and all
other plant products for preparation
may beé malled under the same con-
ditlons.

Confectionery and Soap.
Candles, confectlonery, yeast cales,
goap In hard cakes, etd., must be in-

mall  mat-

any article having a bad odor §
not be admitted to the malls
L) insurance on Parcels,
A mallable parcel on which tk
postage Is fully prepald may be ins

Sealed original packages of propri-
v artieles, such as soaps, tobacco,
taublets, ete, put up In Axed

el

.:_;‘-

sured against loss in an amount eguiys"
alent to its actual value, but not |
exceed $50, on payment of a fea 3
ten cents ln parcel post stamps,
stamps to be aflixed.

I'atcels may be remalled or
warded on the payment of adi 1
postage at the rate which would
chargeable If they were origing
mailed at the forwarding office,
which casc the necessary stamps
be aflixed by the forwarding post
ter. Payment must be made @
time the parcel |8 forwarded, = =

Maps and Guides. ;‘_s

Parcel post maps, with accom)
ing guldes, are to be sold to the.
e at thelr cost, 76 cents, thro
chief clerk of the post offica |
ment, In ordering maps care
be taken to specify the post:
from which tire pastage rh&lh'

themselves unmallable, will
he pecepted for mailing when propor-
Iy swrapped.

Millinery.

Fragile articles, such as millinery,
toys, musical Instruments, ete., and ar-
ticles conslsting wholly or in part of
glass, or contalned in glass, must be
sceurely packed and the parcel stamp.
ed or labeled "FRAGILE.”

Unmailable Matter.
e following matter 18 declar=1 yn-
muilable by law:

Mutter manifestly obscene, le\y,’ or
laselvious; articles Intended fo¥ pre.
venting conception; articles intended
{ot Indecent or Immoral purposes: all
matters otherwise mallable by law, the
outside cover or wrapper of which
bears any delineation or language of
a llbelous, seurrilous, defamatory, or
threatening character, All such mat-

3!

ter, when deposited in a post office or | be determined. 4
FACTS ABOUT THE NEW PARCEL POST =
The new parcel post goes into operation January 1, 1‘l18.‘ _-_J-"L:%i

Only mall matter now included in fourth class, or !
be handled. T e
Perighable articles such as butter, lard, fruits, befries and
fowls may be gent ghort distances. AU
E or lacal delivery when packed In contalners m‘.

packed | ‘may be sent any distance. Y
Freancin  aent only In the first xone (50 miles).
hera: tions: of ~dried or oured mei
Mil instruments, glas ¥

must - el A S s |

; |m et o

and sent to the dirision of dead let o

viled: raw hides or pelts, guano, ors.



