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Board Is Too Large

In January the 1970 session of
the Legislature will meet, offering
the Town of Warrenton an oppor-
tunity to amend the Town Charter
if the members of the board of town
commissioners so request.

We would like to see the charter
amended to reduce the number of
town commissioners from seven to
five, which seemingly would be
enough -for a town the size of War-
renton. Our neighboring town of
Norlina had managed to transact the
business of that only slightly small-
er town with only three commis~
sioners and, while we do not re-
quest it, we would suggest that War-
renton might be able to do the same
with little loss.

From our observation over the
years and particularly during the
past year we have come to the
conclusion that the size of the board
makes it unwieldly and interferes
with the administration of the town’s
business. If the entire county can

More Work

Warren County students who
have been out of school following
a racial disturbance at John Gra-
ham High Scheol returned to school
on Monday morning without inci-
dent and Warren County schools are
now operating with normal attend-

ance.
The stale of _eser _period
expired warren ‘over the

county early Monday afternoon and
it was the concensus of the board
of town commissioners Monday
night that conditions do not call
for their renmewal. For the first
time in several days there were
no pickets on the streets urging
boycott of Warrenton merchants and
in recent ‘days fire calls have been
few. _
Seemingly, and hopefully, peace
has returned to Warrenton and
Warren County after a disturbance
of several weeks which, if it ac~
complished nothing else, clearly

be operated with a board of only
five members, it would seem that
its county seat could be operated by
a board of the same size.

It has been demonstrated that the
only way large boards can operate
successfully is through the crea-
tion of a small executive committee.
Warrenton’s board may be too small
for the creation of an executive
committee, but it is too large for
the most efficient operation.

At its meeting on Monday night,
Town Manager J, Ed Rooker told
the commissioners that present
indications are that the town’s tax
rate, now the highest in the history
of the town, would have to be in-
creased for the 1971-72 fiscal year.
At a time when careful scrut’ -y
must be made of all expendit P
we feel that the more than .00
paid annuaily for the salaries of
two unnecessary commissioners
might be a good place to start
cutting expenditures.

To Be Done

demonstrated that there is much
work to be done by both blacks
and whites if we are to have race
relations esséntial to the maximum
development of our town and county.
Perhaps the first steptowards good
race relations would be for each

race to take.a goad hard look.at.-the |
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We do not intend to preach a ser-
mon about the racial disturbance,
other than to say that the time when
we celebrate the birth of the Prince
of Peace 1is not a time for the
building of hate or indulging in
self-righteousness, and to suggest
that the approaching New Year is a
most appropriate time for aresolu-
tion that we shall work harder for
a better understanding and more
cooperation and good will between
the two races bound by destiny to
live together and hopefully as bro-
thers under the Fatherhood of God.

Renaissance Of The Bicycle

many a small city and town across the land.
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disadvantages it has the advant-
age of a great deal of personal
experience, including a great
deal of the evolution of the Negro
race over a period covering
more than 50 years. While Jam
sympathetic to the aspirations
of any people to retain their
cultures, this has not been the
experience of most groups in
America and it is difficult
for me to see how the Negro
is going to keep his in an in-
tegrated society.

Every race and every group
that has been assembled into the
society of the United States has
made a genuine contribution to
the nation In what has not
been a retention of cultures
but rather a merging of dif-
ferent cultures. I have seen
this in Warren County with
the settlement of the Germans
in the Ridgeway Community.

When I was in my late teens
many Germans living in what we
then called Germantown had
been born in Germany and
brought their language and
their customs to Warren Coun-
ty. They were highly intelli-
gent people and through the
years showed the natives how to
farm. They took poor land and
by the use of manure and the
plowing under of clover crops
built their land to the point
where it became some of the
best in the county.

At the time when, Ifirst visit-
ed the community one noted the
small homes and the huge barns,
indicating that they were famil-
far with the Scandinavian
proverb: ‘‘A fine barn will bufld
a fine home, but a fine home
will never build a fine barn.”

Their homes were surround-
ed by 'viheyards ‘and acre after

‘acre of dewberries” webe to be

seen. From these grapes and
berries they made wine by the
barrel for home consumption,
with an occasional sale or gift.

‘They had good gardens and

they ate good homegrown food
with plenty of milk and. butter
and they largely confined their
alcoholic consumption to the
wines which they ususlly drank
in a civilized manner. They
were law-abiding people with a
great respect for authority.
They tipped their hats to my
father, simply because as
superintendent of schools he
was part of the authority. They
were and remain a fine people
with a rich heritage but they
are no longer Germans but
Americans, and only afew of the
older generation can speak or
understand German.

But for some 40 years after
the first of the Germans came
to the Ridgeway community they
retained their language and
much of their culture. When I
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on June 27, 1970. Mr, Thomp~
son summoned me to hisoffice,

less in this Democratic day.
And yet in spite of being proud
part of our heritage, I

The ancestors of most of the
blacks have lived inthis country
just as long as have my ances-
tors from Scotland. Some of
their African culture has been
retained and much of it has
been adopted by the whites,
such as their dances, their
watermelons and okra. But the
American Negro is no longer an
African. After more than a
hundred years of acommon lan~
guage, a common lilerature, a
common food and a common cul-~
ture he is an American, and not
an A!ro-Amarlcan,'any more
than I am a Scotch-American
or an English American.

James Baldwin, a brillant
writer and well educated, but
militant and bitter black, left
America and lived in France for
a number of years. While there,
he recounts in one of his books,
that he had several contacts

tle or nothing to do with one's
intellect.

there is not a Black nurse to
do their hair it is not done
by a white nurse - they say
they don’t know how to comb
their hair.

We had a meeting with the
members of the Board and they
wanted to know what kind of
nurse [ 'was. Mr. Thompson
replied, one of the best we have
at Warren General Hospital.
One member winted to know
if I refused to work the 3-11
shift. 1 was fired before I had
a chance to. Yet Mr. Thomp-
son said I broke the chain of
command,

I went back to work one day
- in Room 32 with a patient
when 1 was approached by Mr.
Thompson and was told, ‘‘Can-
dies, you were hired by the
Board to work in Dr. Bunch's
office, not on the hall.” [ said
Mr. Thompson, no one told me
this and I am not mad at you.”
He sald, *‘Candies, -I had
planned to hire you back, but
before I will be made to hire
you, ‘“Hell will {reeze over.”’

On that day I left and didn't
return until I went to Court and
went back to work under Court
Order. You would think I had
comm terrible.crime be-
Ion'tg.q* :
cision to reinstate me on my
job. But that’sthe consequences
you pay for being Black.

Twice I have raised money to
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‘80, Mr. Young, you wished Davis is also
know why I was tired — here
and the half asbout the al Region, North
hospital and Board still hasn't | Mental Health Associstion
told. . a member of the board of di-
have been back to work for | rectors and the executive board
:alllh:worm.mdl of the NCMHA.
ve to go back to Court
and try to get my back pay. | CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
(MRS.) CANDIES MILLER | The Mt.Pleasant Baptist Sun-
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