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Discovery of the earliest dated piece of American pottery
ever found elated scientists excavating sites at Carter's Grove
near Colonial Williamsburg. X-ray analysis indicates that the
dish was manufactured from Virginia clay. The plate, in-
scribed 1631, and hundreds of other objects found at Carter’s
Grove are shedding new light on the English settlers who
endured the hardships of frontier life in the 1630's and
1640's.

Search Is On To Identify
Colonial Mystery People

By DONALD J. FREDERICK
National Geographic News

New clues to some of America’s earliest unsung
heroes are surfacing in Virginia.

Just a few miles from Colonial Williamsburg on
Carter’'s Grove Plantation, clever archeological
detective work has uncovered artifacts that reveal new
knowledge of the lifestyles of early settlers from
England. A dish found at the site inscribed 1631 may be
the earnest dated:pfece of American pottery jet found.

Skeletal remains also have been unearthed of the
people who doggedly worked their hearts out to survive
in the 1630s and 1640s after the initial glow of discovery
and colonization had been extinguished.

Endured Many Hardships .

“Very little is known about the people who stuck it out
through disease, Indian attacks, and famine, so we’re
very excited about our finds,* says Ivor Noel Hume,
resident archeologist with Colonial Williamsburg, who is
directing the work at Carter’s Grove. His project is
supported-by the National Geographic Society.

“Up until now it's been assumed that the early English
settlers had to live off the land and make do with rather
primitive household effects and tools, but now we’re
finding ,they had a wide range of. sophisticated things
with them in the wilderness,”’ reports Mr. Noel Hume.

Silver and gold threads from clothing, Venetian glass,
a gold inlaid table knife, a piece from a suit of armor, and
the slipware dish dated 1631 are among the objects
uncovered by Mr. Noel Hume and his assistants.

““Many who came over here had land and servants,”
points out Mr. Noel Hume. ‘‘Some started out in silks and
satins and ended up in canvas. The high-quality cutlery,
delftware, and other sophisticated pottery we have found
may indicate ‘upstairs’ people’s possessions or maybe

they were just hand-me-downs. We just don't know who

these people were yet.”
Buildings and bones

There's no question that they were settlers from
England, however. Last year supervising archeologist
Eric Klingelhofer found evidence of nine buildings, grave
sites containing the bones of 23 people, and hundreds of
artifacts on an eight-acre site at Carter’'s Grove.

This yc .r, at a second location, separated by a steep
ravine from the first, the scientists have found a hearth
and additional postholes indicating one or two more
buildings. The new location dates from about 1630 to 1640
and is probably a little older than the other, estimated at
about 1635 to 1645.

Among the hundreds of newly found artifacts are the
curiotis 1631 slipware dish, links of chain mail, and an
elbow piece from a suit of armor.

““The dated slipware dish is a stunning find,” says Mr.
Noel Hume. ““Analysis of the clay material forming the
dish indicates it was fired in a local kiln, making it the
earliest dated piece of American pottery yet found.”

The dish bears a distinct squarish rim cut that is
similar to an undated plate found at the first site. There
is no evidence that the plates come from the same kiln or
were even made by the same potter.

“But one thing is certain,”” says Mr. Noel Hume. ‘‘Both
were made locally and by a man or men who were
accomplished craftsmen and had served their
apprenticeship in either England or Holland.”

The skill and artistry shine through in a remarkable
ceramic ‘‘helm” found near the undated dish. One of the
most unusual artifacts uncovered to date, the helm
formed the top of a three-part still which may have been
used to brew medicines.

Tile Tells Tale

Broken tiles bearing tell-tale scars from the pot that
rested on them were found in the same area, indicating
there was once a pottery kiln somewhere in the vicinity,
where the helm was made.

“The helm was shaped with consummate skill, and the
artisan who fashioned it was producing wares more

ted than anything yet attributed to American
ceramies in the 17th century,” observes Mr. Noel Hume.

So far the kiln or kilns that produced the plates and the
helm have not been discovered. The scientists would also
like to find traces of the town of Wolstenholme, once
located in the area known as Martin’s Hundred, but lost

ago in the mists ‘of history.
whole region around Carter’s Grove was once a
part of Martin’s Hundred. In 1618 the original Virginia

the James and York Rivers.
One of the Society’s founders was Sir John
Wolstenholme, and the town in the new land

grant named for him. The town was in existence by
FE22, but the archeologists have found no buildings that
old. So_the search goes on.
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CHOICE TABLERITE

ROUND
STEAK

S .99°
o LB.
)

~'BONELESS ROUND STEAK
CUBED ROUND STEAK
STRLOIN TIP STEAK
TOP ROUND STEAK. ....................

{f GOOD ‘OLE FASHION RED RIND

SHOP THE BLUE TAGS!

107014
LBS. AVE.

USDA INSPECTED HIAWATHA BRAND SMALL

HEN TURKEY
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5 8.
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PARTS

NECKS......... Ot
DRUMSTICKS. ............

swrrs o FRANKS
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LEAN PKG. ¢ BEEF OR MEAT ¢l
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I

.91.99

IGA
TABLERITE

MARGARINE

“"EYERYDAY LOW PRICE"

1 LB. PKG.
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CHEESE CUH‘S +CHEESE BALLS -

CORN CHIPS - PRETZEL TWISTS
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—_
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m
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COFFEE

"EVERYDAY LOW PRICE’

1 LB. CAN
REG.-DRIP-
E. PERK - A.D.C. .

1202 PRE

IGA LOWFAT OR ““EVERYDAY LOW PRICE
HOMOGENIZED M l I. K

wne$1,59

e (BISCUITS v SALTINES

= ZESTA
or Pillsbury Buttermilk Biscuits 2 LB. BOX

. SALAD '
1M DRESSING

- == (LIMIT ONE WITH $5.00 ORDER OR MORE)
— 32 0Z. JAR

24 OZ. LOAF

3/981

mess BREAD
HOT DOG OR
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BUNS - PKG. OF 8
s

SIMPLOT
FROZEN
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39

- -.“u't,aa,s!- ST Y
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I GA "E'W
0 PRICE"'

D 0 M I N 0 STOKELY

SUGAR TZHirt:
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No. 303 Can
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PLANTER'S

TEXAS
PETE

REBATL
FRICE

b4

12 0DZ. CAN

6/88°
IGA

WHITE OR
ASSORTED
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10 0Z. CAN
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e

o — =
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................ aLL-140z. 98° | NABISCO PREMIUM SALTINES. . .. .. 160z 57| PETER PAN PEANUT BUTTER. ... .18 0z $1.12
--------- 220z. $2.11 | CHATHAM DOG FOOD 25-b. Bag. . $3.39 |STOKELY CATSUP................14 0z 45
KEEBLER TOWNHOUSE CRACKERS. . . 150z. 69° | GARNER GRAPE Jelly. ............ 218.$1.00 ' TRELLIS SWEET PEASS..... soacan 4/$1
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IGA ORANGE JUICE. . ... sozcan33°

IGA FROSTED FLAKES. . .. 150z 79°IGA CORN FLAKES. . .... .20z 45°STOKELY FRUIT COCKTAIL. ..

IGA VIENNA SAUSAGE. ....s0z 33°IGA SALT.........
EECHNUT BABY FOOD straines 2/27¢ HI DRI TOWELS. ....... sigron 49° IGA ALUMINUM FOIL. .........12x251.03
ODDLER PAMPERS. ....2cr.1.49/IGA BLEACH.............ca. 63° |GA DISHWASHER DETERGENT. . . 35 0z 92°
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