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Multiple Office-Holding Questioned 
H\ taijviaim.k KDWAKDS. JK 

How many positions of public trust and responsi- 
bility . <iii in should oih' [H'rson be permitted to hold at 
the same time" 
This question was raised at a recent meeting of the 

\rea Mental Health Board of Vance. Warren, Gran 
vilie and Franklin counties, .lack Harris. Warren 
i lunty commissioner, was reelected chairman of the 
mental health board at that meeting 
Harris is currently the chairman of the Warren com 

missioners as well as the policy board of the Region K 
Council of Governments He therefore holds member- 

ship or. one elective policy l>oard and two appointive 
boards, and serves as chairman of all three 
Harris also served on the Warren County Board of 

Social Services from 1978 until July 1. 1980 During this 
period, he was also a county commissioner, COG 
board member and a member of the mental health 
board 

The North Carolina Constitution addresses this 

question in direct fashion It prohibits a person from 
holding r.ore than one elective office or from serving 
in more than one appointive office in state and local 
government 
The constitution also prohibits any combination of 

elective and appointive offices unless the N C. 
General Assembly authorizes an exception by general 
law 

The General Assembly has modified the constitu- 
tional restrictions on dual office holding by authorizing 
one person to hold two appointive offices or one 

elective and one appointive office, with some excep- 
tions Serving concurrently in three or more public 
offices appears to be a violation of both the constitu- 
tion as well as subsequent laws enacted pertaining to 
public office holding 
I-ouisburg attorney I,arry Norman, a member of the 

mental health board, said he was familiar with the 
state statutes in this area He was asked by Harris to 
obtain an interpretation from the attorney general's 
office about the legality of Harris serving simultan- 
eously on three public policy making boards 
The question about multiple office holding can also 

I*' raised in KrankliH ( ounty Former commissioner 
Bruce Honeycutt held appointive positions on the 
health board and the ('(Hi board in addition to his coin 
missioner duties Rol>ert I ,ee Swanson serv ed on the 
social services, library and Franklin-Vance- Warrcri 
Opportunity. In( while also serving as a 

commissioner 
If membership on boards of such non-profit corpora 

tions as Franklin-Vance-Warren Opportunity ami 

Region K Senior Services are viewed as positions "f 
public trust," other commissioners and local c lti/ens 

ma> l>e in violation of state law Both of the above 
programs came into existence through local govern 
mental initiative, and are almost totally funded from 
federal, state or local tax sources 

Cases Are Tried During 

Session Of Superior Court 
Judge (feorgt I- ouritain 

disposed d! the Nillow ing 
rases durum a term of 

Warren Count * Sufwrior 
Court uhi'h betian here 
on I >eceiiitx't 15 

\l\is Ha> l.Muh two 

roui is of probation viola 
ti.m. piobation and su 

s,jended senter. e rev.ok 

ed 

hid Jones, probation 
. lolation probation and 

susjx'nded sentence re 

voked 

Wdliamlsaa 1/eMster 

probation violation pro 
bation and susp<'iided 
sentence revoked 

Gregory Hicks seven 

charges of forgery and 

uttering voluntary dis 

missal 

Jerry Swain, breaking 
.titil enter ing and larceny 
found guilty of misde- 
meanor breaking and 

entering and larceny 
ordered to jail for IK 

months 

Jerry .lones. assault 
with a deadly weapon 
with intent to kill inflict 

ing serious injury found 

guilty of assault with a 

deadly weapon, given IK 

to 24 months in jail 
Ivfendant gave notice of 

appeal and bond was set 
at 

Arthur I/v Jones 

misdemeanor larceny 
not guilty 
Elton Fuller, assault 

with a deadly weapon 
with intent to kill inflict 

ing serious injury', found 

guilty of assault with a 

deadly weapon, ordered 
to jail for two years, 

suspended for three years 
and defendant placed on 

probation for three years 
on condition that he pay 

(Continuedon page 3) 

Norlina Guests 

Mrs R H Fuller had 
as guests Mr and Mrs 

Roger Currie and Ra 

berta Currie, Mr and 

Mrs Charles Gupton. 
Lisa and Chuck, Mr and 
Mrs Lee Currie and 

Jimmy Page of Alexan 
dria V'a 

Claude J. Paynter, agent with Home Security I Jfe Insurance Company, center, 
receives a certificate for having completed the company's sales management 
development program. Making the presentation are W. T. O'Berry, right, district 

manager, and Robert V. Allen, local sales manager (Staff Photo) 

Thre Are Injured 

Child Is Victim 

Of Norlina Blaze 
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Highway Patrol 

Reports 2 Wrecks 
Two automobile acci- 

d -nts pr°viousl\ ntir^ 

ported in The Warren 
Record occurred in War 
ren County on Saturday 
before Christmas, ac- 

cording to Highway Pa 

trol records at Hender 
son. One wreck involved a 
Henderson man and the 
other a Norlina man 

Trooper W C Palmer 
sas the reporting trooper 
N ih accidents 

t aimer said a 24 yea r- 
old Henderson man su! 

fered serious injuries 

Saturday around in 4<) p 
m when his car n\erturn 

ed on SK 1620 about 12 

miles south of Warrenton 

Bobby Hilliard. 24 of 

:uw Booth Street Hender 
son. was taken by private 
car to Maria Parham 

Hospital in Hender.-on for 
treatment of his injuries 
the trooper said 

Hilliard was travelling 
west when a deer 

reportedly ran into the 

path of his vehicle and he 
swerved the car to miss 

hitting the deer The car 

went onto the left 
shoulder of the road and 

struck a ditchbank 

travelling some 10 teet 

before i)'.erturning and 

'•oniing In i r»-sl 

llamas to the car 

were estimated at $ltv*i 

Trooper Palmer said a 
W year-old N'orlina man 

suffered serious injuries 

Saturday when his truck 
overturned as he was 

being pursued by the 

highway patrol 
Clarence Sheann of Ht 

2. \(,rlina. reportedly 
was travelling west along 
Rural I'npaved Road 1232 
about two miles north of 
\orlina lx-ing pursued 
ii Trooper Palmer, when 
the accident occurred 

Sh< <rin entered a 

I'urv e oiMthe hi£ 
lost font! 
causing 
overturn cu| 
come to rest^ 
Palmer said ol 
m accident 

Sheann was 

w ith driving 6# ij 
hour m a r>r> mj^ 
and was also 

with driving undl 
influence of into* 

Palmer said 
Sheann was 

Warren General 
for treatment 

injuries 

Hypertension Pn 

Expanding Servici 
The Hypertension Pro 

gram of the Warren 

County Health Depart 
ment will V expanding 
services offered to the 

general public 
Beginning Jan 5 the 

Hypertension Program 
will have a new schedule 
The hours of the general 
hlood pressure clinic will 
be as follows Monday 
afternoon, 4 00-6:30 p 
m Tuesday. 9 00-12:30p 
m and 1 30-4 00 p m 

This will be by appoint 
ment only 
The new Monday after- 

noon hours are provided 
so that persons who work 

during regular Health 

Department hours may 
have opportunity to have 
their blood pressure 

checked 
One of the 

Hypertension 
to better servel 
A second 

provide the 

counseling 
in order to 
aware of 
health probb 
tension 

Group cL 
offered each 

evening from 6 
m on alternate 
The present 
as follows First 
third Monday - We 
IjOss and Calorie 
tion Diets, second Mo 
day Exercise and Stress 
Reduction, fourth Mon- 
day - Your Blood Pres- 
(Continued on page 12) 


