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We're Not Better Off

Unfortunately nice people do
things that are not always nice,
and wise men and women often
do foolish things. President and
Mrs. Ronald Reagan are charm-
ing people, and I have liked
Senator Howard Baker since
Watergate. Senator Robert Dole
appears to be both wise and
handsome and Mrs. Dole, a
North Carolinian, is an unusual-
ly charming woman. In fact, the
speeches of Senator and Mrs.
Dole were the only ones we en-
joyed during the Republican
Convention—his because it was
very brief, and her’s because of
personal charm and her lovely
accent.

One must wonder how these
charming people have gotten the
nation into such deep trouble
within a four-year period, and
how they have continued to sell
the people a bill of goods. The
people of the United States are
not better off today than they
were four years ago, with a debt
of one and a half trillion dollars,
and with a constant growing list
of those below the poverty line—
as the number of millionaires
are steadily increasing and acid
rain is &dting ‘away the marble

ildings and monuments of our
beauttfal Capitol.

They tell us that ‘‘he has
abolished inflation,” while we
are in the midst of ‘what is
perhaps the greatest inflation
that the United States has ever
known—only exceeded by the

people who were citizens of the
late Confederacy, which also at-
tempted to run on paper money.
While inflation is to be found in
retail stores, we suggest that the
curious ask the man or woman
who now buys an automobile on
a five-year credit term; strug-
gling parents who find them-
selves unable to pay college fees,
or those unfortunate people who
not only find their hospital bills
constantly increasing, but the
government’s share of such bills
constantly decreasing. In ad-
dition, there is the steady rise in
electrical rates, and in both in-
terest rates and for bank ser-
vices.

And the handsome and friend-
ly President, with a smile and
wave of his hands says just
“trust me,”” while he appeals for
a Constitutional Amendment to
force a balanced budget, while
he conveniently forgets a one
and a half trillion dollar debt,
and the greatest imbalance of
trade that the United States has
ever known,

True, the way to have prosper-
ous times is to get money into the
hands of the people, and the way
for a politician to get elected or
re-elected is for the country to be
prosperous. One way to get
money distributed to the people
is “pump .”” In Roose-
velt’s days, a slogan of the brain
trust was to tax, spend and re-
elect. But now tax is treated as a
dirty word.

Some Friday Stories

By JAY JENKINS
In The Southern Pines Pilot

A few anecdotes about President
Billy Friday of the University of
North Carolina, who has been in the
news recently:

One of Bill's classmates, living in
California, became the father of a
son. Bill wrote him a congratulatory
note, telling him among other
things: “I'm going to enroll him now
at Chapel Hill.”

Eighteen or so years passed. One
day Bill got a call from a young man
at the registration office in Chapel
Hill. He complained that University
officials were requiring him to go
through the registration rigamorole,
despite the fact that Bill had enrolled
him at birth.

P.S.: the boy got in.

Bill is a genuinely modest fellow.
On weekends, visitors seeking the
main campus sometime mistakenly
turn in at the General Administra-
tion Building on Raleigh Road. It
isn’t unusual to see Bill in the park-
ing lot handing the visitors a map
and giving instructions. The visitors
depart, unaware that their guide was
the President of the University.
When construction of the General
Administration Building was com-
pleted, a parking space next to the
building was marked for Bill:
“Reserved at All Times.” He or-
dered the sign removed.

Chapel Hill Newspaper in 1976
reported that the Christian Science’

The Chapel Hill Newspaper added,
‘“There has been no report as to how
the lady reacted, but knowing Bill
Friday as we do, we are confident
that the whole incident created no
problems on the part of anyone.”

Bill carries 3x5 cards in his shirt
pocket. He’ll fill at least a dozen per
day with notes to himself. They may
range from a reminder to write a
congratulatory note to a retiring
waiter at the Carolina Inn to a
notation about a letter to the Gover-
nor.

Bill is unusually effective in deal-
ing with the General !

mation. Former State Senator John
Burney of Wilmington said, ‘““When
you ask Bill Friday to do

he does it when he says he will and
he does it right.”

When Bill was installed as Presi-
dent of the University in 1956, he was
at 36 the youngest President of a
major university in the United States
(and probably in the world). He has

major public university than any
other president in the country.

Smoking

Gun Of Unfairness

Points Towards Mr. Reagan

By WALTER any better now? Is there poverty in
In The Smithfield Herald California?

The national poverty rate has Let’s look at Roma, Texas—a state
reached its highest peak in 18 years,  rich in oil wells, ranches, and plenty
according to a 1984 Census Bureau  of petty cash. In Roma, an unem-
Report. From 1982 to 1983 the num-  ployed mother of five children, Anita
ber of Americans designated as . Navarro, scavenges through the
“poor people” grew by 868,000—  local dump every day for aluminum
from 34.4 million to 35.3 million. The  cans that she can sell for about $50 a
national poverty rate was 15 percent  week, her only source of income for
in 1982, but 15.2 percent in 1983 feeding the five children, aged 3 to 9.

While the Reagan Administration  She also hunts through the dump for
either blames the high poverty rate  old discarded clothes the children
on the previous Carter Administra-  can wear to school.
tion or suggests that poverty doesn’t Ms. Navarro in Texas was luckier
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than Ms. Holley in California. her
five children are still alive, And the
publicity about her ‘“‘poverty” at-
tracted the attention of 47-year-old
Wayne Sutton in Northfield, N. J.,
who collected 80 cartons of clothes in
his neighborhood, rented a truck and
drove all the way South to Texas to
help Ms. Navarro’s children.
‘‘Helping one another is what I feel
America is about,” he said before he
left home. “There are a lot of

brothers. Several times he told his desperate people in need and yet
mother: “If there was one less some of us have so much."”

mouth to feed, things would be bet- Is there poverty inthe U. S.?
ter.” The other day Danny har!ged If there is, shouldn’t we be doing
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Mostly Personal

something about it?

‘One Man, One Vote’

By BIGNALL JONES

In its efforts to carry
out the “one man, one
vote’’ policy of the
federal government, the
Supreme Court ruled
that a number of coun-
ties in North Carolina
must be split into dif-
ferent political districts.
Whether or not it has
accomplished its pur-
pose may be debated.
That it has caused a

great deal of confusion

and some additional ex-
pense is not debatable.
The reason I mention it
is because a few days
ago in glancing through
the North Carolina Con-
stitution, I found that
such division of counties
is forbidden. However,
the United States Consti-
tution clearly states that
where state and federal
laws conflict, that the
federal law shall
prevail. I thought it may
be interesting.

It is a pretty safe bet
that a recent article in
The Washington Post is
not going to please
either President Ronald
Reagan or former Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter. The
article was written by
J. C. Anderson, and
reprinted in The
Charlotte Observer,
from which the

following excerpts are
taken. It is headed
‘““Carter, Reagan
Policies Very Much
Alike,” and is illustrat-

ed with President’

Reagan holding and
looking into a hand
mirror in which is the
reflection of former
President Jimmy Car-
ter.

great change in the style
and direction of politics
in this country was not
in 1980. It arrived four
years earlier.

“Run your mind back
to the end of the 1960’s.
While Richard Nixon
always talked like a
good conservative, he
presided over the fastest

States pulled out of Viet-
nam. It was Gerald
Ford who marked the
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for pulling it down.
Really? The struggle
against inflation began
in 1979, when Carter ap-
pointed Paul Volcker
chairman of the Federal
Reserve Board. It is dif-
ficult to think of any
great contribution that
Reagan has made to
lower inflation, other
than endorsing from
time to time the Federal
Reserve’s monetary
policy and after a long
quarrel within the ad-
ministration, reappoint-
ing Volcker last year.

“What about deregu-
lation? The most con-
spicuous example,
deregulation of the
airlines, was accom-
plished under Carter.
The key legislation in
the deregulation of in-
terest rates was enact-
ed in 1980.

“Obviously there have
been important differ-
ences between the Car-
ter and Reagan admin-
istrations. But the con-
tinuities have been more
important, and they
were not limited to the
econom}'."

WE' -a:'
ANTS!

Almost Everywhere

Trillions of ants--between
12,000 and 14,000 species--
occupy almost every
habitable piece of earth, Na-
tional Geographic reports.
Only permanently snow-
covered mountain peaks and
mr regions are uncolon-
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our future. It would coordinate efforts by local
communities in a united national x

In the highest sense of the word, this legislation
would also enable the Congress to provide for the
common defense. Our national defense rests on the
knowledge and wisdom of our people. It demands an
informed interchange between our people and our
government for the selection of policies that keep
our nation strong and free. The American Defense
Education Act would help America remain a
nation that is not only well-armed but also well-
informed.

Critics of this legislation point to its costs, Yet we
as a nation can meet these costs by reducing expen-
ditures for other big programs, particularly, for in-
stance, excessive spending in foreign aid. The
prime responsibility of Congress is to legislate for
Americans here at home.

I am urging my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to support the American Defense
Education Act for its potential contribution to our
children, our future, and our national defense.

Letter To The Editor

Integrity At Stake

To the Editor:

The right to vote is protective of all other con-
stitutional rights. It is therefore imperative that the
integrity of the ballot be ensured. Effective ballot
security programs can minimize or even entirely
prevent voter fraud-ensuring a fair election and
avoiding unwanted post-election actions such as
recounts or legal challenges.

However, no program to combat voter fraud can

be successful without the support and participation
of local party officials, on a precinct-by-precinct
basis.
I fully realize that times change, but this should
not be reason for less dedication to the that is
entrusted to those officials who are the
polls, nor to the check and balance system of having
?litﬂe conscious poll-watching to keep all elections
air.

There is some reason to believe that false
mgistaﬁmmmthehmn.ﬂfm:.@&:
never happens here. It is always
places and we seem to be real shocked if it does hap-
pen. Let’s be sure that it does not happen here. Only
you who are closest to the situation can control it.

At the polling places, suggested things that we
could take more care with are: permitting voting to
be in open, thereby making a secret ballot im-
possible, failure to carefully compare voters’
signatures with registration or otherwise identify
voters, election officials illegally informing par-
tisan get-out-the vote callers that certain voters
have or have not voted, and failure to require a
completed oath before assistance is given a voter.
I’m sure there are others and I would be glad to be
informed of them.

Looking Back Into The Record

September
Congressman John H. Kerr said today that he had
released his secretary, Joseph G. Butts, Jr. to

il

associated with a

leading law firm in
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* appear in a song recital at Warrenton

Center on Thursday evening, October 5, at 8 p.m.,
Winnie B. Williams announced yesterday.

Members of Warrenton Rotary Club will have an

Herbert J. Moseley, a of Warren

ton’s Farm Credit Service office. ' '

House Candidate T, . Clayton of Warrenton has
S e

especially a burden to the disadvantaged.” \



