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Rapid Growth Of Elderly Population Is Reported In Warren

The elderly—defined as those persons aged 65
years and older—continue to be one of the
largest age groups in both Warren County and
the rest of the nation, statistics released recent-
ly be the Bureau of the Census have confirmed.

According to the report, the number of elder-
ly persons in Warren County had increased from
2,395 in 1980 to 2,702 by 1986. That growth
represented a 12.8 percent increase—while the
overall population for Warren County grew by
only 2.9 percent. Elderly persons constituted 14.8
percent of the population in Warren County in
1980, but by 1986, the percentage had increased
to 16.2 percent.

“I recall that in 1982, there were less than 100
persons registered to vote from the Roanoke
Township area,” Mrs. Ruby Jones, Warren
County board of elections supervisor said. “Now,
in 1988, there are 304 persons there registered to

vote and over 50 percent of them were born in
the 1920’s or before," she observed. "'I've also
noticed similar increases in the number of senior
citizens registering from the Nutbush, Six Pound
and Churchill-Five Forks townships.”

Nationally, the number of Americans aged 65
years or more increased from 25.5 million in 1980
to 29.2 million by 1986. At the same time, the pro-
portion of Americans aged 65 years and more in-
creased from 11.3 percent in 1980 to about 12.1
percent by 1986.

The rate of increase among the elderly popula-
tion from 1980 through 1986 appears to be greater
than the Census Bureau had projected earlier.
At the same time, the elderly population is not
likely to grow as quickly in the near future since
census statisticians project that persons over the
age of 65 will constitute 13.0 percent of the na-
tion's population until the year 2000.

The decline in growth will occur because birth
rates during the Great Depression were ex-
tremely low. Persons born during the Depres-
sion constitute the overwhelming majority of
those aged from 50 years to 85 years, and it is
this group that will become 65 years of age by
the end of the century.

A striking increase has been predicted na-
tionally in the early 2000's, however, because
that is when the “baby boomers” will begin to
turn 65, census officials said. Barring some ex-
treme change in the makeup of the population
of Warren County, it is most likely that this will
also be the case locally.

Undoubtedly, this continuing long-term in-
crease in the number and proportion of elderly
persons will have a substantial economic and
social impact both nationally and in Warren
County. For example, persons over 65 are

generally less likely to invest in new housing and
other major consumer purchases. At the same
time, the elderly are less likely to be poor, and
are more likely to spend money for services than
other age groups.

*In Warren County, according to statistics on
file in the office of the Coordinating Council for
Senior Citizens, 15.6 percent of the population
here aged 60 years or older is below the poverty
level,” Mrs. Bertha Forte, Coordinating Coun-
cil director, said recently. ‘‘Many more of the
individuals in this age group are at the poverty
level,” she noted.

Elderly females continue to outnumber elderly
males. For example, 986 or 41.2 percent of all
persons over 65 years in Warren County were
males in 1980. By contrast, 1,409 or 58.8 percent
were females. By 1986, 1,144 or 42.3 percent of

(Continued on page 12)
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Warren County Sheriff Theo Willlams, right, and Deputy Harold
Seaman are shown in the first of two fields of marijuana found south

of Inez on Friday afternoon. The tall plants

shown above were cut

and burned at the Warren County landfill. Later, the bulk of the $4

During Commissioners’ Hearing

Fire Service Districts Suggested

By THURLETTA M. BROWN
News Editor

Fire service districts may
exist next year in Warren Coun-
ty, if the voices of the area
citizenry convince the Warren
County Board of County Commis-
sioners that fire protection is
worth a few cents in additional
taxes.

The issue of taxation for fire
protection first surfaced some
months before the recent referen-
dum for a fire tax district in the
Churchill-Five Forks communi-
ty. By a vote of 90 to 58, the 15 per-
cent of the residents there who
were eligible to vote made a deci-
sion to nix taxation, whether the
ineligible, non-resident taypayers
wanted it or not.

“I know how the people in
Churchill-Five Forks feel,”

Churchill-Five Forks Fire De-

million harvest was destroyed where it was found. Lawmen worked
11 hours to harvest and burn the fllicit weed. See other photos on

Page 11.

To establish service districts,

(Staff Photo by Howard Jones)

ly feasible to provide service

Marijuana Crop
Worth $4 Million

Is Put To Torch

By HOWARD JONES
Editor

Law enforcement officers—
working beneath emergency
portable lighting provided by
volunteer firemen—completed
an 11-hour task of destroying a
marijuana crop valued at $4
million shortly after 4 a.m.
Saturday. :

Warren County Sheriff
Willianss, who released details
of what has been described as
the largest marijuana find in the
county’'s history, said the
mammoth undertaking to
destroy an estimated 2,400 stalks
of the illegal weed began after a
deputy sheriff flushed two men
engaged in processing the crop
at their field-side camp in Fork
Township.

The site of the huge marijuana
find, located a half mile north of
the E. A. Turner Road two miles
south of Inez, was relayed to
lawmen minutes after Chief
Deputy Bobby D. Bolton sur-
prised two operators of a camp
believed to have been set up as
early as last April. That was
about 3 p.m. Friday.

Bolton, acting on a tip from
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in a law enforcement

Proposed Jail Location Is Hit

Court Clerk Expresses Misgivings About Site

Warren County Clerk of Court Richard Mnmmht:mﬂu.lhlt mmmsmm.m?g;mm
E. Hunter, Jr. has misgivings  that the best loca proposed jail property already owned county
about the mww of a new site would be behind the court house inthe schools and soon to be abandoned by them.
county jail on property in downtown War-  vacant lot that is presently used for park-  As I recall, Mr. Exum voiced objections to
renton just west of the court house. ing. 1 still feel that for the convenience of that site, as it would be in a residential

In a letter to Mrs. Eva M. Clayton, chair- wﬂﬂ tothe courtroom that  neighbornood. I believe that the needs of
wmmw&d

reserva-
tions about the site, which would house a

discovered binoculars, two
walkie talkies, and a battery
operated television set inside the
olive-drab tent.

The tent was encircled with an
estimated 30 bags of debris, four
coolers containing food and
drinks, numerous bags of cloth-
ing and a gas grill.

Lawmen had hoped to bring in
either SBI or Highway Patrol
helicopters to aid in the search
for the two unidentified men
found at the camp, but all air-
craft were engaged in operations
in the western part of the state, a
sheriff's spokesman said. Efforts
to bring in area television heli-
copters to assist in the search
were not successful.

Deputy Bolton said that the
two men he found at the site are
believed to be residents of North
Wilkesboro. Bolton, who believes
more that these two were
involved in the giant undertak-
ing, said the investigation is con-

The two processors were be-
lieved to have been bagging

processed weed—having a street
value of $2,000 per bag—were
£ 1d near the two sleeping bags
. uvered by the tent.

As lawmen fanned out from the
tent site in search of marijuana
patches, containers of liquid fer-
tilizer and a hoe were found.
Then came the discovery of the
first of two fields which covered
approximately an acre.

Between the fields, growers
had pressed an abandoned well
back into service, and two por-
table sprayers were found near
this source of irrigation water.
In the larger of the two fields,
lawmen came upon a gasoline-

cultivator.




