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Police Cruiser Is Damaged During
High-Speed Road Chase Thursaay

h S | i |
usprct | witll TR T i
offieer

Early last Thursdas mornin
Willie Thames, of Norlina, wa

irrested . placed  under

<
orfined L

bond and ordered
Warren Connty Jal on

i huarues
first- and second=derre

hurylar

and twoo counts of npury 1o por
sonal property

tmtteal confinerent

Sinee the

Fhames hiis
four traffi
BO mph ina 35 mph zone
and reckless fatlure 1
stop for blue light/siren and try
officer

Deen charg e
vinlation peed
careless

driving

ing to elude ar
According t

the Thursday

Harvuold Sea

man TTLOTTIITIRE «il
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For New Two-Year Terms

By THURLETTA M. BROWN
News Editor
Warren County's three magis

trates—Ulysses S. Ross, Carson
S, Pridgen and Curtis B Mustian
Jr.—on New Year's Day

edach sworn 1n for

WEeTe
another two
yvedr Lerm by Richart Hunter
Ir., clerk of superior court
Hoss, who has held the position
for eight years. is based priman
ly in the Warrenton magistrate’s
office. Pridgen, a 1%year veteru
in the position, mane *he Norlina
office, while Mustian, a three
works n both

vear veleran
offices

According to Ross, about 100
cases are handled each week by
the county’s magistrates

But, Pridegen noticed @
reduction in the caseload rou
tinely handled during his 19 years
of service. Prior to the reciprocal
agreements that exist now for
many states, “every tourist in
violation on L. interstate or on
UUS 1 was brought into this of
fice," Pridgen said

Pridgen recalled hus first day in
the position: I went to Warren-
ton to be sworn in and after
everything had become official,
I was talking with the clerk of
court The telephone soon rang,
and I was summoned to my post
by Trooper Wallace Brown, who
said ‘'what's the use of being
sworn in, if you are not going to
do your job." " Pridgen returned
to Norlina immediately to pro-
cess his first traffic violation

Since those beginnings, Prid-
gen has kept records of all cases
he has handled. "'l have a box
filled with notebooks and, al
though it might take a lot of look-
ing, one could search through
those files to find the details of

has

vach case [ have

handled i 14

As in other counties across Lhe
state, Warren County's maps
lrates are r'[FIF'|II\"f| by the ad

mumstrative offices of the North

Carolina Courts and are officer
of the distriet o

Their offices are the first through

county
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which potential o
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reaching anid
court
Hoss, Pridgs and Mustian
eiteh work five days per \\I‘r‘k anid
are on call for two mghts each
week. A new work schedule 15 ex
p\‘l'tl'li Loy e |II|[J]1. wented on Feb
1, but details of th
not available at press time
Magistrates perform a variety
of funetions, which include

changes werte

e Setting the conditions of &
using either
unsecured bonds

suspect’s release
secured hr[llir-,
or custody
guidelines that consuler county
residency, gainful employment
and other factors;

o Wriling crimunal sununons
and arrest warrants;

o Writing search warrants

o Signing vear's allowances for
widows;

o Wriling crinunal, as
civil, papers;

* Presiding over small claims
suits involving claims of less than
£1,500,

* Imposing jail sentences of up
to 30 days for contempt of court
and fines of up to $50; and

¢ Performing marriages, since
the elimination of the position of
justice of the peace

release—based on

will as

‘It is really interesting work,”
Ross said, "and we are all very
pleased to be are able to serve in
this capacity "'
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Leaf Referendum

Will Be Held Here

Flue iredd

a1 County

[obaceo growers
will vote Jan

R an i referendum to
fecude whether marketing gquotas

reage-poundage  basis
e, Lynn 8§ Carr,
ASCS executive director, said
this week. According to Carr, the
referendum
vears and must be approved by
twir

occurs every three

tabacen [‘lf_f:izl-.'t'l'h by a
thirds margin before the present
tobaceo acreage-poundage sys-
term can conlinue

Warren County will have 248
clhigible voters who will reccive
ballots '

1,7 Carr sad

mall arouned ol
Persons whe ar
considered as eligible voters for
referendwn purposes are those
who are currently engaged in the
production of tobacco by cash
renting or shareceropping. *Per
sons who receive a fixed cash
rent will not be
adered active in tobaceo produc
tion and they will not be eligihle
to vote,” he added

All ballots matled to
o producers must bw re-
Continued on page 71
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Warren Superintendent
Accepts Post In Halifax

Special Meeting
Held On Friday
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by the

aceepled
unantmously Warren
County board

Williams 1s an aluminus of the
University of North Carolina. His
teaching career began in Roa-
noke Rapids in January of 1967,
where he served for three and
one-halfl vears before acecepting a
position as principal at Enfield
High School i 1970, After two
vears in the Enfield post, Wil
liams came to Warren County as
principal of Mariam Bovd Ele-
mentary School

A believer in education, Wil-
liams since 198 has pursued
graduate studies, culminating
first in a master's degree from
East Carolina University, and he
will the Ed.D
degree from the Umversity of
North Carolina. With the excep-
tion of one course that was taught
nnlv during morning hours, Wil-
oo has completed the 34

wer hours of coursework at
IN eVeNning sessions

Following the retirement in the
spring 1978 of longtime Warren
County Superintendent J. R
Peeler, Williams began his ten-
ure in that position on July 1

During that 10*z-vear period of
time, building and organizational
projects have been completed
‘When I assumed the position of
superintendent, work had just
begun on Warren County High
School,” Williams said. *'The new

(Continued on paged)
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Warren County Clerk of Superior

“

Richard E. Hunter, Jr. (far

Warren School Supt. Mike Williams prepares to record the vote as
Hoard of Education Chairman Yarborough Wilhhlams, left, calls for s

show of hands of those members wishing to give approval to the

superintendent’s request that his letter of resignation be approved
durimg Friday night's special board mecting

New N.C. Report Shows

IStaft Photo by Howard Jones |

Infant Mortality Rate
Is Highest In State
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Called the “North Carolina
Rural Profile.” the report Is
drawn fron 100-county data-

base prepared for the Rural
Center by the Department of
Seciology, Anthropology
Soclal Work at North Carolina
State University

The report compares predorm-
nantly rural and urban counties,
showing that urban areas gen
erallv have lower levels of
unemploymient, are experiencing
faster growth in employment and
have higher levels of per-capita
imncome

According to the report, rural
areas lag behind urban areas in
educational attainment, access
to health care and quality of
housing

In Warren County specifically

e The infant mortality rate for
the wvears 1982-1986 was 20.44,
ranking it at the bottom of all 100
counties

and

* The percentage of housing
without plumbing n 1980 was
19.8, ranking it above only Gates
County with its 20.2 percent of
comparable housing:

e The ‘‘persons-per-physician’
ratio in 1982 was 8,218:1, sur-
passed only by the 11,224:1 rank-

ing reported for Caswell County;
dAnd

o The percentage of persons
level in 1980
was 301, ranking it the worst In
the state

In rural North Carolina as a
whole

s The proportion of population
in poverty is 60 percent higher;

¢ The proportion of population
with less than a ninth-grade
education is 48 percent higher;

® The proportion of elderly 15 23
percent higher;

e Unemployment 1s 44 percent
higher,

e Per capita income is 22 per-
cent lower, with the gap in per-
capita income between rural and
urban areas growing from $1,745
in 1980 to $2,692 in 1984;

e The proportion of housing
that 1s overcrowded is 49 percent
higher;

e local educational expendi-
tures per puptl are 35 percent
lower; and

e Job growth is
slower

below the poverty

36 percent

This report reinforces our
belief that many rural North
Carolinians are currently mis-
sing out on the growth and pros-
perity enjoyed by the state as a
whole, and that they will continue
to lag behind unless trends are
reversed,” Billy Ray Hall, presi-
dent of the Rural Center, said
recently. “As long as one in five
persons lives in poverty in parts
of rural North Carolina, we must
continue to strengthen and diver-
sify our rural economy."

The data used in the study were
obtained from public sources, in-
(Continued on page 6)

8. Ross, an eight-year veteran, and Curtis E. Mustian, Jr., & three-
(Staff Phofp by Howard Jonés)

left) swears in the county’s three magistrates for two-year terms.  year veteran.
They are, left to right, Carson S. Pridgen, a 19-year veteran; Ulysses




