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Twenty Years in the Pen.

MURDER IN SECOND DEGREE.

1895,

Perry Coffey is Found Guiltyof Kill-
ing his Brother Drury, on the
29th of Pecember 1894

The trial of Perry Coffey for
murder-of his brother Drury
Coffey, was begun Friday
morning. The evidence was
completed Friday., and the
pleadings of the lawyers and
the = Judge’s charge took
up the most of the day!
Saturday. The case was given
to the Jury about 5 P. M. Sat
urdw, and they did not agree
upon a verdict till Sunday
morning about 9 o'clock. A
bout that hour the court house
bell rang and the prisoner
was brought out to hear his
doom. The prisoner sat erect
and unmoved, and no one
could have discovered the least
tremor or twitching of his
muscles, and what thoughts
were passing through his mind,
none could guess from his
ls@ks. And when the verdict
was tendered, there was no
ghange in his appearence. The
wverdict' was that the prisoner,
Perry Coffey, is guilty of the
murder and felony charged, in
the second degree,

Monday afternoon the prison |
erwas broughtr out and. the
#*Judge sentenced him to twenty
years in the penitentiary
Coffey is a man of medium siz»
nd is about 35 years old. H |
will be over a half century (ﬁd
if he lives out his sentence
He has a wife and some chil
dren.

The following Jurors were
chesen from the regular jury- |
men and the special veaire: J
E. Blackburn, W. A Hubbard,
Wesley Joines, W. S. Hall, J.
1.. Johnson, A. P. Eller, R P
Yates, L. E. Phillips, L C
Hamby, L. M. Bauguss, A
Mathis and . E. Smoak.

The following  witnesses
were examined for thg State

Mrs, Drury Coffey, wife of
deeedsed, Zack Roberts, A. F.
Tedder, A. B. Wyatt, Dr.

“offjof his.land by the Ist of Jan,

 H
'speak he would give him some land,
.' aup
| they thought he had done it.

'r.hiuk that a2 man could fall and produce

‘faltling; judging from the description of

| bad weather and he could stay as long
he wanted to

White, Wm. Brown and J. A.
- Roberts.” The defense put. up
Dr. Turner, Dr. Doughton,
Peorry Coffey, (the defendant)
Mrs Perry @offey, Dr. Burke,
Frank®Hutchinson, Dan Hall,
Eldet'Wm. Hall, and Lundy
Owens.

 Synopsis of the Evidence

The wife of the deceased was the’
first witness examined. Perry and
Drary bad been chopping wood for
Zaek Boberts and came home about
dark. Perry’s and Drury’s
houses are some 200 or 300 yards
_apart. She heard them talking down
“at Perry’s, and. went out and _listen-
. ed for some 8 or ‘10 minutes, ‘Heard
 Drury say he had been accused of be-

ing voguish. Heard Perry's wife call
out ““oh Perry, Perry.” Soon after
they called to her to come down there
as Drury had fallen and nearly killed
himself. Sheé went down. Drury was
lying on the grouad, with blood all
overhmheedandtaee He could not!
speak; tried to carry hin in the house,
but conld not and ran after Alf Tedder
to hgip. When she got back Perry and I
- wife had gotten h!nﬂn the house. She by
. asked him several questions bat he
could not answer. - Perry told him *'if
: m};hlk'thm words to hm._‘ he

|

h

speak. They hollowed for Drury’'s
-w!fe to come quick.. They tried . to

i
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uploccasionally.

29th of Dec.

Thursday.
Perry had sent Drury a notice to get

and died

so:j:eumes had cross words, but never

'fougl:t and were soon in good humor.

'lhlere was a rock near Drury’s head
W licre be lay, and an ax between his
Ie@

ack Robgrts was next on the stand.
Perry and Drury had cut woed for him
that day. They eat dinner at 2 or 3

ock: Drury got him
notice he had

l- received to get off of
Periy’s land,

Drury and Perry got into !

a j;:m and passed several words, but he
would not let them fight. They made!

friends however and went off home
together scemingly friendly.

night to come over that Drury
fdllt:ll and nearly killed himself. He
went and found Drury on the floor.
beard Perry tell Drury if hie would |

saw Perry show his fist and ask lf
Perry
hah told him that Drury must get off
his land by the 1st of Jan.

h. B. Wyatt had talked to Perry
about and inquest and he had said that
it night stretch his neck, but he was
claar.

Dr. White, county physician, who
made the post mortem examination,
found a fracture of the bone in front of
the left ear, and wound on back part of
hend found clot of blood on top of
hra.m on right side of head; did not

sut¢h extensive injuries as he found;
could have been produced by some
blant instrument; falling might pro-
dugce the fracture at the temple but did

nut think it could, produce such extc:—,‘_

sure injuries. The two wounds cou
nom have been produced by one fall,
his judgment.

Wm. Brown and J. A. Roberts, on
Tulésdu.ﬂy; saw blood near the rock and
ah:fo solne 5 or 6 steps further down the
road

the defence then introduéed - Dr.
Tqrner a graduated physician of 14 years
prﬁctwe, Judging from the description
of the wound 'on the teniple he thought
it possible to be produced. by a fall, bat
hardly probable; a blow that

would produce the wound would
prplice the blood clot too; did not
think that the two wounds could be
produced by one fall.

Dr. Doughton, a graduated physician
of |10 years practice, thought it possible
thit the wound could .be produced by

in

t.hb:' extent of the wounds he thought it
ba:rely possible but not probable; did
pat think one fall would have produced
both wonnds.

The defendant Perry Coffey was then
put upon the stand He and Drury had
beéen to Zack Roberts’ to cut wood.
H;ul eaten dinner abcut two o'clock.
Drary told him and Zack he wanted to
seg them privately, and they got up a
digcussion about Drury .getting off of
Pérry’s land. He told Drary it was

. ‘He had got mad at

Dtury for a little while; for the way he
talked about his wife; but he had soon
ten in a good humor, and they -went
hatne together. We were friendly and
did not have any cross words at all.
They walked together all the way and
wreu they reached home he asked
Drury to stay all night with him but
D1 ury said he must go on up home and
ed him to go aleng with him* He
stepped up the steps and set his ax,
ddwn at the door, and about that time
Dfury who was 15 or 20 steps away go-
ing on home fell. He and his wife
went ont there and found him™ bleeding
all about his head. His head was near
3 tock And hisax which he carried on
shoulder was lying against his head.
Drury was uncoanscious and could not

him into the house. They then
hollowed for Tedder. Drury s:emed
o|revive a little and Perry and his
wife took hold of his hands and led him
into the house. He said he did say to
Drury if he would talk he would give
him a piece of land, because he liked
his brother and would do any thing to
zat him revived. His wife never called
o him *“Oh! Perry, Perry,” 'but did
ay, ‘'Lord, Perry, has he Eilled him-
se f” He bad sent Drury a notice to
3t off as Drury had told him he' would
n I.ramae another crop there and be
hted to get some ane else. He had

t , for the Doctor sudrdone anqming

h cpuld l’of‘l)rn:ry. nHe navar li.kf hu

They

to read the.|

| Lundy Owens, *vho had known
« F. Tedder says he was called that!
had !

Dr. Burke had wisited Dru-
ry on Tuesday and had admin
istered to the wounds. He
saw the rock; there appeared
scra.tches on the ice as if some
one had slipped and fell, and
‘the head would have about hit |
the rock., There was blood|
there. Thought it possible |
that a fall would produce the
wounds.

Frank Hutchinson, Esq. Dan.
Ball, Elder Wm. Hall, and

Perry Coffey and wife, nearly
all tbeir lives, testified that
their characters were good.

Th s closed the evidence.
Solicitor Mott assisted by Fin
ley & Greene prosecuted, and
Beubow and Benbow appeared |
for the defence.

Court Proceedings.

STATE DOCKET.
Gwaltney Nance,
guilty 4 months in jail.

Caynor Owens, a and b, judg-
ment suspended on payment
cost.

Mattie Jones, Laura Redman,
Mary Redman, affray, Guilty.
judgnent suspended.

L. H. Carter and Lundy Car-
ter, forcible tresspass, not guil
ty as to L. H. Carter, guilty as
judgment sus-

affray,

as to Lundy,
pended.

Benjamin Sparks and Char
lie Sparks, a and b with D. W,
plead guilty. $5 each and cost.

A. 8. Preston, tresspass, sub-
mits; judgement suspended. -

John Roberts failing to work
road, guilty, 810 and cost.

Jesse Fairchild, failing
work the road $2 and cost.

A. B. Wyatt, James Wyatt,
John Wyatt, Z. H. Roberts,
affray, plead guilty, judgment
suspended.

L. L. Daws assault with d w
guilty judzment $20 and cost.

W. A. McNeil, bastardy,
guilty, defendant pay Ma
tilda Rector, $50 and cos§ of
this action.

W. C. Rector, D. R. Rector,
assault, judgement suspended.

W. C. Rector, asault with d
w, judgment suspended.

W. A. MecNeil, ' seduction
pleads guilty, judgment to
pay Matildia Rector $%0, and
COSt

James
withd w,

to

assault
judgment

McGrady,
guilty,

3 monthy on public roads of |

Iredell.

Caleb Church, manslaughter.
pleads guilty, 6 months in jail.

John Garland, bigamy, guilty
judgment 12 months in jail.

Wm. Watts assault with d
w., submits ]udgment. suspend
ed.

P. E. Revis, Wm. Revis, for
cible tresspass, not guilty.

Enos Anderson, Cal. Ander-
son, Lila Adams, and others,’
breaking in house, not guilty,

Wesley Shores, James Shores
a and b, guilty, Wesley $10

James $5, and half cost each.
John Idol, Dave Mink, a and

b with d w, guilty, Mink $5 and
cost, Idol $10.and cost.

Jack Mabe, ¢ ¢ w gmlty
judgment suspended. .

Rich Wellborn, larceny, guil-
ty 10 months on roads of Iredell.
- Benjamin Brooks and Gord
Nance, aand b with d w guilty
60 days in jail each.

J. H. Adams, -reta.xhng guxlt.)'
075 and cost., -

]sat.h Tidhne, larceny, not.

g.ulty. %
Jah n so n- €

'‘the list,

Drury was burt, the She and Drury were always cases, judgment suspended.
on the next friendly, except when Drury .
'was drunk. [

W. - A, McLean, retailing, 7
cases, guilty, judgment sus-
pended on payment of cost.

Wilkes has made a court re-
cord this time heretofore un-
known within our memory,
not a single f and a aase (forni-
cation and adaltery) on the
docket. There is, perhaps not

another county in the State
that can say so much.

It has not been our pleasure
to see the list of Wilkes county
Magistrates yet, but we are
confident that if our man Hen-
derson has done hig duty, Gen.
Charles Williams, colored, is
one of the most prominent of
judging from his
valiant service in the cause of
tusion, and the way they have
rewarded ‘“negro healers’” in
other counties with the office
of magistrate, over intelligent
white men.

s L S
Grand Jury’s report,
Jail,—They visited the jail
and found it kept nice and
clean and the prisoners well
cared for. They recommend
that sewers be placed in the
jail to run from the upstairs to
the ground and that some re-
pairs be made on one of th up
stair windows. 4
Home of Aged and Infirm;—
They found the home of aged
apnd infirm in good condition
and the inmates well cared for.
Clerks Office:—They found
this office in good condition and
the papers and books well kept.
-~ Register's-office;—This office
they found in good condition
and the books and records
neatly kept
Court House:—The Jurors
recommended that the court
house be enlarged by extendinz
upper and lower floors to the
outside wall and running steps
up on the outside of the house.

50 Slm ple.

S8 Nine times
' | out of ten
whenwe are
out of sorts

our trou-

| bles can be

il removed
¥ by that re-

| liable - old

Brown’s
Iron Bitters,

which for more than 20 years
has been curing many people
of Dys psia, Biliousness, Ma-
Frﬁ ure Blood, Neural-

gia, Heagache, leer and Kid-
ney troubles. It's the peculiar
combination of z7ez, the great
strength-giver, with selected
vegetable remedies of true
value that makes Brown’s Iron
Bitters so good for strengthen-
ing and purifying the system.
It 1s specially for women
and children—it makes them

Tiven Hu m'im."t-nuhmu.\
free for Sc. stamp. o

Heaﬂ uartars Far

STOVES AND TINWARE.

I have opened up a full line of Tin-{

14,

1895.

Low Tariff Goods
and ‘

L.ow Tariff Prlces
WILL QU[CKEN BUS[NESS

Our entire stock for the sprmg will be ready hy Jan. lst.

All new and handsome goods throughout and prices thg.é 3 ."3";-;'
will make the heart glad. Pl

——

Every customer may rely upon getting the full benefit of a’!
reductions made by the new tariff la.ws.

Do not fail to see us before placing any’pact of your sprmg
orders.

We promise to make it proﬁta.ble for you.
Very respectfully,

WA LLACE BROS

STATESVILLE, N. C., Jan- _1st, 1894,

lo hmg' Clot!

‘We want to call attention to our stock of

g Eh‘A LL AND WINTER CLOTHIN G
ought at
LOW TRAIFF PRICES,

we are in a position to sell Cheaper than ever before.
A good suit for $3.50; better at $5, $6, $8, $10 and up to $20,
See our line of Shoes, Hats, Shirts, Umbrellas and M.lllir’ k2
nery. We can save you money.

THE HIX CLOTHING HOUSE.

THE WILKESBORO FURNITURE Gﬂ

CAFFEY & PRITCHETT, PROPRIETORS Ly
NORTH WILKESBORO N.C.

0 A
We are now located in our new store opposite McGee’s store :nd farnish
thing to be found in a first-class Furniture Store. =
‘We intend to ofter special bargains in the best SewingiMachines on'the
for the next 30 days, f
Standard grades of Pianos and Organs, fully warranted,
We make a speeialty in finishing Coffins and Caskets. :
Be sure and call if you a cart, buggy, wagon or a nice set of hs.rnue. -
We are better prepared than ever to furnish kerosene and lubricating
sver before, by the barrel. Standard brands Guansa at starvation pnoesi

Thanking youn for past patronage, and hoping by fair dealmg to haﬂre :
inuation of the same, we are yours for b amess, ' T

}
(.
L
5

ware of every description, and Cooking}

and Heating Stoves of all kinds, in the

mwm&ﬁbhm on ‘main sb., |

| where I will wwmma—g cue-| A




