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!FTER HIS DESCENT UPON THE ISLE OF ST. MARY'S
PAUL JONES CRUISED ALONG THE SCOTTISH COAST
AND ON THE MORNING OF APRIL 24,1778 THE "RANGER"
HOVE TO IN THE BAY OFF BELFAST, |IRELAND.

ONES WELL KNEw THAT THE"DRAKE “A FRIGATE
OF 20 GUNS LAY AT ANCHOR IN THE HARBOR.
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’E"DRA!(-E" OBSFERVED THE STRANGER|

IN THE BAY — AND HAVING HEARD
OF THE DEPREDATIONS OF THE

“RANGER"— HE SENT OUT AN
OFFICER N A BOAT TO EXAMINE
THE STRANGE CRAFT.

OFFICER CLAMBERED UP THE
LADDER AND VAULTED THE TAFFRAIL
70 THE DECK OF THE "RANGER"” —
HE WAS ASTONISHED TO SEE PAUL
JONES AND HIS LIEUTENANTS IN FULL
UNIFORM STANDING BEFORE HIM,
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ROM HIS CAPTIVE JONES LEARNED
T THE“DRAKE" HAD REINFORCED HER
CREW PREPARATORY TO GOING OUT IN
SEARCH OF THE "RANGER" PT. JONES
NOTICED COLUMNS OF SMOKE RISING

FROM THE HILLS — THE ENGLISH OFFICER
SAID THAT THEY WERE ALARM™M FIRES.
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N THE ATTENTION WAS DIVERTED
TO THE HARBOR THE"DRAKE"
SEEMED TO COME TO LIFE — THE BOATS-
WAIN'S WHISTLE AND THE TRAMP OF
MEN AT THE CAPSTAN WAS FAINTLY
HEARD OVER THE WATERS AS THE SAILS
WERE SPREAD TO CATCH
THE BREEZE.
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WAS
DETERMINED TO HOLD HIS POSITION AND
GIWVE BATTLE TO THE EANGLISHMAN.

GUNS WERE LOADED AND PRIMED

CUTLASSES AND PISTOLS WERE PASSED OUT

TO THE MEN — AND POWDER-MONMKEYS
STRIPPED TO THE WA‘S.T
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E AT ONCE PREPARED THE SHIP FOR ACTION

S AND SAWDVST AROUND
THE DECK TO PREVENT THE
MEN FROM SLIPPING AND TO HELP
IN DECK FIGHTING ALL HANDS
PREPARED FOR THE BATTLE...
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MADE SLOW HEADWAY BEA DOWN THE
CHANNEL — WHILE THE MEN ON THE
“RANGER" STOOD 6RWM AND SILENT AT
THEIR QUARTERS WAITING FOR THE
FIGHT TO BEGIN.
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