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PLEASANT SIGHTS . . . Myr-
tie Chamblee fitting a darling lit-
tle dress on her granddaughter,
Neil's little girl .

. . Viv Driver
doing some fancy yo-yo-ing . . .

the excitement of being the winner
of a washing machine shining in
Nell Creech’s face .

.
. Maybelle

Eatmon turning her head away
and refusing to look at the burn-
ing of Atlanta in the GWTW pic-
ture . .

. Lola Tippett helping
guide the beginning steps of her
young grandson, Johnny, Jr.

•

ABOUT FUNERALS .
.

. they
were chattering away, these com-

munity women, about funerals .

. . “I just don’t enjoy a funeral
unless I can see the body,” said
one pushing her glasses farther
on the bridge of her nose ... an
inquiring nose . . . the last time she
had gone to a funeral she had ar-
rived too late to view the corpse
and was simply ill with herself
and proceeded to ask everybody
she came in contact with how the
body looked, how the hands were
folded, the color of the shroud,
how the hair was fixed, et cetera
. . . “Oh, the flowers are what I
go for,” said another as she made
herself more comfortable by yank-
ing at her Spencer which seemed
to be a little too tight ... “I al-
ways count the designs either while
they are in the church or after they
have been put on the grave .

. .

you can always tell the person’s
prominence by the number of
flowers they have.” .

.
. said anoth-
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er reaching for a king-sized cig-
arette and emitting a dragon-like
cloud of heavy smoke, “I go to
see how the family takes it . .

.

the last one I went to, why this
particular person, and you all
know him well, why this person
did not shed a tear, not one tear” <
. .

. “Not me,” said one straighten-
ing the seam in her hose and to
her horror finding a run, “I go to
see what is worn . . . did you see
what I saw the other day? . .

.

my, but I wouldn’t have been
caught dead in that get-up she had
on . .

. really girls, it was outda- <
cious!”

And I wondered to myself if
there is anybody today that goes
to funerals out of mere sympathy
anw not out of sadistic curiousity.

•

ONE MAN’S IDEA OF SPRING
.

.
. with the days beginning to \

warm, the buds beginning to burst

forth, and the earth in its renais-
sance, men in our community have

begun to turn to farming.

Since all the farms today are

more or less mechanized, they talk

about these mechanical imple-

ments, of what they can or cannot

do with them, of how well they

can cultivate or not cultivate with
them, and many say they don’t see

how they got along without them

all these years. These conversa-
tions sometimes go on for hours,

especially if it is a rainy day and
the men are congregated in some

country store.
One man said that even though

his own farm is mechanized with

all that he can afford and a little
more than he can afford, to him

there is still nothing prettier than

a shiny black strapping Negro

holding to bright red plow handles,

a plow with a slick new wing, and

two well-kept white horses turn-
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ing up fragrant rich top soil, ready-

ing it for planting.
•

TOPICS .
.

.
having attended a

number of quilting parties in this

section during the past weeks, I

found that the general topics of

conversations ran thusly . . . oper-

ations, preachers, dieting, children
and grandchildren.

•

OBSERVATIONS .
. . sitting in

the choir and looking down on the
congregation . .

. noticing audience
reactions . . . and looking at the
feet of the women under the first
and second pews . . . some with

their shoes off, some crossed de-
murely .

. . some 'resting their
ankles on the floor . . . some fidget-
ing . . . feet tell a lot.

According to U.S.D.A., lack of
sulphur has been detected in some

1 southern soils.
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