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;{\ttorney W. B. Rouse offers the following letter addressed to Congressman S:*M. Brinson in reply to his ad-

vertising carried in various papers on Friday and today in order to show the people and the soldiers just what part

- he has taken in behalf of the rights of the soldiers and to show that he has no part whatsoever in the political fight
. going on between Candidates Brinson and Abernethy: o £ -

"HON. S. M. BRINSON, = 23 December, 1919.
New Bern, North Carolina.

My Dear Sir: 1was very much surprised to learn tonight the attitude you are taking in regard to the matter
you spoke to me about at the station last evening. Before there is any further misunderstanding and misrepre-
sentation regarding my position, I wish to set forth in unmistakable terms just what my connection in the contro-
versy was. -

.. You will remember that while you were in New Bern some time during the summer I called you on the ’phone
and asked if you would call at my office to personally see two ‘wounded soldiers, and at the same time 1 solicited
your personal efforts to try to help collect the government insurance for the boys. I told you that if it was incon-
venient for you to come to my office I would take the two boys 2rc "~ , your home along with my files in their
cases. Your reply was that you did not have the itme and furt’. : - s was not necessary, and then asked me
to write you the “facts” to your Washington address.

: It is obvious that I did not comply with your request; because, frankly, I did not think that you as our represen-
tative in Washington showed the proper willingness to serve these helpless soldiers. I criticized you then and I
criticize you now for the attitude you took regarding their needs. Those boys had backed their country with their
blood, and I and they feel that you should be willing to do anything in reason to protect their interest.

Now, Mr. Brinson, I have written these facts in order that you might know exactly my part and feelings in
the matter. In behalf of those two wounded soldiers and in my own behalf, I ask that you open your eyes to the
facts as they are and to be a little more careful how you brand them as a “lie.”

l.shall thank you for a written acknowledgement to this letter. Respectfully,
W. B. ROUSE.




