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Historical Sketch of the Activities of the Church Membership

Lenoir Methodists Build and Pay for $ 2,000

lmrch

Buzldmg Within Two Years; Makes Unrivaled Record
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During the Period of Recon struction—Breaking the First
Ground and Laying the First Brick — Laying the Corner-
Ivey Delivered the Cornerstone Service
Sermon—The Opening Sermon by Presiding Elder W. A,
Newell — Other Interesting Facts Concerning Methodism

in Lenoir—The Church Buil ding Dedicated in the Presence
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| re methods, raised nearly
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iarich [hese subscriptions assured
' . f the new building, and
1 special quarterly conference held
1 the old church Dee. 11, 1916, the
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building committee to carry forward

Nelson, M. M

v, H T. Newland, E. F. Allen, W
. Ureer, A. G. Foard, E. €. lvey,

W. . Min and J, C. Seaple
() A pr 1 1917, the building
nm let the contract for the

i f the new church

On May 19, 1917, in the presence
of u large number of friends and
f the congregation, the
ret fifty-four bricks of the new
hurch were laid by different mem-

rr= of the congregation

A\ maost inspiring and touching

scene connected with this exercise

« the placing of -the first brick by
Mrs, Rose M. Cloyd, the oldest living
iwember of this church, and, so far
u#z we know, the only living person
who witnessed the laying of the foun-

lation of the old church. Mrs. Cloyd

s KO years of and haz bee

blind

one of “

age n par-
She is

the mothers in lsrnel”

tially for some years.
truly
The

muaterial used in the construe-

tion of the new building is of the
best, and the pews and other furni-
ture will be of like quality. In the
arrangement

zjze, construction and

auditorium, basement and
c¢lnss rooms ample provision has been
for both Sunday school work
and preaching and when
completed it will be one of the most

convenient and imposing, as well a8

mude

services,

attractive, church buildings to be
seert anywhere in western North
Carolina. As another has sgid: "The

building of this church, one of the
handsomest in the entire country,
shows remarkable enterprise on the
part of the local members and un-
meusured energy on the part of the
pastor, Rev. D. M. Litaker, who has
coupled skill with common sense in

arch of Lenoir,
Is

Court- |

than all the dwellings

ishop U. V. W. Darlington of H

qution of such

e, T. N Lvey, editor of the Nash

| i N0 - ]
(] 11} )
11 all, and who was pustor of this
hurek Jiar b T “R7 and
1888, formally Iaid the cornerstont
of the new church Sunday, Sept
M7, AL 11 o'¢lock D Tvey el
1 an pUropriate sermon an the
I ¢hurch At th of the s
the o ition repaired to tl
v building, wher renmors
Ly the corner ] l ] 511
First Service
| it il el th
new  church bulldingf was held
Easter Sunday, March 31, 1918, Thy
sprvice was conducted by Rev, 11, M
Litaker, pastor.  Pre: ¢ Elder W
A. Newell of Statesville was preser
and delivered the sermuon,
Dedication
I'he first preaching service held in
the new church building was held on
at 11 o'clock in the morning, Bishop
U. V. W. Darlington of Huntingdon,
W. V., preaching the dedication ser-
mon. His text was taken from the |

87th Psalm, the second verse:
loveth the

o |
gates of Zion more
of Jacob." This

for Methodism

Lord

was a great day n
Lenoir and Bishop Darlington was at
He 4

mon  and it

his best elivered a great ser- |

wits thoroughly appre-
¢inted by

The

the crowd present.
Presbyterian, Baptist and Lu-
theran ministers called in their ap-
pointments for this hour so that their
congregations might

attend the ser-

| vices and worship with the Methodist

congregation on this oceasion

This
act was thoroughly end sincerely ap-
preciated. The day was ideal and the

church building was crowded, many
coming from the surrounding county
sections.

The Methodist
in adidition to the pastor, Rev.

Sherrnill,

ministers present, |
R. D.|
were the following: Presid-
ing Elder W. A. Newell, D. M. Lit- |
aker, R. G. Tuttle, R. M. Courtney,
D. A. J. M, Downum, J. B
Craven and R. C,

The official members of the church
at the of the bishop stood
around the chaneel during the dedi-
The chairman of the
board of trustees, Mr. J. L. Nelson,
presented the house to the bishop in
the following words, taken from the
Discipline:

“We present you this house to be
set apart from all unhallowed or com-
mon uses for the
mighty God.”

The bishop then promounced the
“gsentence of dedieation,” after which
the congregation knelt while the ded-
ieation prayer was offered. Benedic
tion was pronounced by the pastor.

Thus ended a service ﬂuimﬁ
& epoch in" the history of thi|

Lewis,

Goforth.

request

cation service,

worship of Al

which was formally dedicated Sunday

morning,
untingdon, W. Va,

OFFERS DONATION FOR
PIPE CAGAY FOR GAURCH

Carnegie Corproat on Offers Meth-

odist Church £1,150 Towards

Payment for a FPipe Organ

for the Mew Church

Phe Car ralion of New
Irs e tf I 11 DA
[ the First M I irch $1,150
Lodanad Wl for a
pipe wrean for th h o The It
T aking th | recent|
Ievn 1 [ Liv 1 I b werrill
{ PaEioar 1 W
“Responding to your appeal, Car
nepie Corporation of New York will

glad to provide the last half of the

cost of an orzan for your church, at
the price of $2.000 when the first
hulf has been collected hy the con
rrogation and pavment of the organ
beconies L“llll‘.

“This promire expires on Sept. 30,
1920, 1f the conditions attached to 1t

are not fulfilled and the contrmbution

of the Cuarnegi

» Corporation paid be

fore that date

“Should the congregation decide
to Tr'-.ir-"h:l.ﬂ' A MoTe € ‘.ii"Tﬁ" Ve instru-
ment at a price not exeeeding $3,300
Carnegie Corporation will be glad to
| give the same $1.150—to-

ward it, but the bulance required

must be in hand =0 | when the
contribution of the ¢ Corpo-
rution of Noew vkl there

ht: no debt left on the |u

further moneys colicctod.”

will | .

|
trument or

|Hl|llﬂlNE NEFECTS MG

- GREDIT TO COMMUNITY

|
| Built With Great Care and Planned
for Convenience—Main Audito-
rium Has Seating Capacity

for Twelve Hundred

| ling a paying for this
5 rch building the Methodists

f nr have in all probabilit
il d a record not to be equalled
iy other congregation in_the
wuntry. The building cost approxi-
32,000 and was built and
thin a period of a few
weeks over two vears. The same
wiilding today would cost more than

250,000
The

thoroughly

It is
and was planned

building 15 a large one,

modern

with the greatest care. It was plan-

ned for convenience. The main au-

ditorium has a seating capacity of

1.200 persons, while the Sunday

school room auditorijum has a seat-

ny capacity for nearly as many.
There are twentv-one rooms in all,
which include a Sunday school class
room for each class, a ladies’ parlor
v zirls' parlor, a postor's study,
ri rooms, tneluding n kitchen, ete
There are few handsomer church
witdd roh found It reflects
it erel upon the membership
vl wihao took part in 1its con-
ind it does greater credit
y th in whivh jt is
it
I Wi s situated on prop-
that seems to have heen ar-
r | for just such a purpose, It
1 a corner lot and faces south
imd east. It is easily accessible w all
P f th tv. The entire people
f \ il community take
nuch pride in the building.
e of the outstandiog features of
proat undertaking by the mem-

her<hn was their undivided support
Rev. D. M. Lit-

taker was equal to every

of the then
Mr. L

futy placed upon him,

pastor,
aker

He displayed

skill ns nn organizer for such a
tnsk VI preliminary  plans  waere
sorked out and the proposition was

| placed before the church membership
to receive their unanimous approval.
In a single Sunday the funds were
pledeod, nearly a sufficient amount

for the completion of the building.
Mr., Lit:

[ other man, Rev.

tker was succeeded by an-
R. D. Sherrill, who
alsa proved his ability. He has
To Mr. Sher-
of

rthe money to make the final

haus
completed the finals.
rill

togethe

roes the distinction

getting

piyment on the building.

According to airplane passengers
Methodist church build-
1 is the most prominent building
in the city. It shows up to the best

wilvantage, they say.

week the
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REV.D. M. LITAKER
Pastor of the First Methodist Church from 1915 fo 1918, and

church,

Al

under whose pastorate the church building was’

begun and

completed




