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CHAPTER XXIV,
The Time o' Night.

Not 1li-plessed (0 be left to hin own
devices (whose propomed character
Dighy would never have approved had
he so much s suspected them) Alan
sone tbe less deferred wmction wuntil
after midnight.

And esplooage was all he feared—
save and except always, of course, fall-
ure 1o find his Rose.

It was about one in the morning
when he arrived Inconspicecosly (but
not 0 much »o as (0 seem deserving
of police murvelllance) In the neigh-
borhood of the Riverside drive home of
his mortal enemy, & grim white house
that towered, stark and tall, upon a
cormer.

His preliminary reconneisance pro-
vided little more than comfortless ex-
ercise. Huge, ntill, (ts wall batbed in
the milk and Ink of moonlight and
shadow, all Its windows dark but
one—and that one, In the topmost tier,
showed only a feeble glimmer, so slight
that Alan almost overlooked it

But once discovered, it Tocused upon
ftaelf his thoughts with a power little
lesa than hypnotic,

He believed with small doubt that
Rosse was a prisoner within those
walls; that Judith must have con-
veyed her there with all speed.

And, thie being the presumptive case,
that small, high window of the light
might well be hers, .

Directly acrosa the sireet from the
Trine residence, on the opposite cor-
ner, & colossal apartment siructure
stood half-finished, stonework to lts
second story, gaunt lron skeleton rear-
ing above.

To his Infinite disgust, Alan found
the guardian very wide awnk®, very
much on the job: no chance here to
sleal unsreen into the bullding.

This In f(taglf might bave been
deemed & susplcious clrcumstance:
not for nothing does an honest night
watchman 8o deny the laws of nature
and the teneta of hia erafl. But Alan
merely pralsed the man while corsing
the very fact of hin exlstence; and, ae-
custing. overcame with bank-notes

what seemed an uncommonly stubborn
reluctance, and got his way,

He could not know that another
skulked behind a barrier of lime bar-
rels and overheard all that paseed and,
when Alan had ducked smartly into
the unfinished bullding, rose nnd stole
after him with footsteps as nolseless
as & cat's and & face that had the suv-
agery of a tiger's ‘when it was. tran-
sléutly” revéaled In & *SHATrof “moon~
light. ’ ; 7

At length Alan galned the gridiron
of girders on,a plane with the lighted
window across the way, and crept
along one of these, gingerly on his
hands and knees, until he came Lo its
end and might, it he cared to, look
down a hundred feet Lo the sidewalks.

That view, however, did not tempt;
he kept his eyes level, und was re-
warded with a bare glimpse of a pret-
tily-papered wall, framed In the lace of
baif-drawn curtains,

And of sudden—whether through
fortuity, or instinct, or the psycho-
logical attraction of his steadfast con-
centration—the tenant of the roor
eame to the window and stood thers
for a little, Yooking pensively out, alto-
gether unconscioua of the watcher in
his serial colgn. |

Agaln a horrible uncertalnty har
sssed him. Was the woman Rose
or Judith? That she was one of these
he eould plainly see. But which? Dared
be mssume his hopes fulfilled?

With dificulty he detached his
hungry vislon from her, and drawing
from his pocket a small notebook, tore
out a blank page, placed this flat on
the girder, found a pencil, and with
the amslatance of a ray or two of
moonlight serawled & message of al-
most stenographic brevity.

When he looked up from this task,
ahe had vanished.

BSitting up, astride the girder, he
took his watch—a cheap affair he had
picked up when reclothing hims@lf in
the garments of civilized soclety, at
Providence, that morning—opened the

back of the ease, and closed It wpon

the folded message. >
Then drawing back his nrm, he
breathed a silent prayer to the god of
all true lovers, and cast it from him
all his might—with such force

-
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that Is, It dropped away and cleared
bis vision, Alam had bent forward and
grasped the wrist of the hand that
held the knife.

He seatched slmultaneously at the
other hand, but it eluded him,

Alan had this advantage, as long as
the knife might not strike—that his
right arm was free, while the assassin
had only his left. With this he strove
persistently to reach his knife-hand
and possess himself of the weapon.
An persistently Alan folled his purpose
by dragging the knife-hand toward him
and swinging it far out to one side. At
the same time he struck repeatealy
with his clenched right fist at the oth-
er's face. His blows did lttle dam-
agn beyond dizconcerting the other,
vut this proved a very considersble
factor !n the duel. In the end, they
served together with that steady, re-
Eistless downward and outward drag,
to break the grip of the man's locked
legs.

Abruptly he pltched forward on his
face along the girder, kicking wildly,
grasping a¢ the alr, The stiletto fell
from an Instinctively relaxed grasp,
and disappeared. And before Alan
conld releane his hold, or ease the
strain wpon the right arm of the as-
sassin, this last had slipped bodily
from the girder and hmg helpless in
space, dangling &t the end of Alan's
urm—with no more than the grip of
five fingers between him and death,

The shock of that unpresaged turn
brought Alin forward and fat on his
slomuch. And the straln on his left
urm was terrife, He doubted If he
could malotaln it for another minute
Nor was there any reason why he
should retwin it. The end he had de
tlrned for his victim wus merely hie
Just desert.

And yet Alan could not let him go.

Thus the battle began anew—bul
now it was a8 battle with & man half
cruzed and struggling so madly that
he wellnigh frustrated the efforis of
hls rescuer,

In the upshot the assasain lay lke ¢
Hmp reg across the girder, head and
armi dangling on one slde, legs and
feet on the other, spent with his ter
rific exertions and physically sick with
terror.

And in this state Alan left him: he
had done enough; let the man slhift
fur himself from this time on.

CHAPTER XXV,
Changeling.

In the vague, chill gray of that dull
and desolate dawn, Judith stirred ab-
rapty on the coueli” of. & sleepless
night, &nd with the rapldity of onse
who hns arrived at a settled purpose
after a long period of doubt and per-
plexity, rose and batied and dressed
hersell In negligee.

In the edjoining room she could hear
emall, stealihy nolses—the sounds
made by her sister moving about and
preparing agalnst the unguessable mo-
ment when her rescue would be at-
tempted, according to the information
conveyed in that midoight measage.

For chance had conspired with her
fngomnla to statlon Judith In the re-
cveds of her darkemed window, idly
viewing the gaunt framework of thd
unfinigshed bullding trom an angle
walch, when Alan eoged out along the
girder, showed him punly in silhou.
elte ggainst the sky.

In Judith's eyes his ldentity was un-
mistakable. She had npardly needed
the night-glassea whien presently she
brought to bear upon him at the mo-
meut when he was laboriously inditing
his message—while grim death stalked
Lim from behind.

She had seen him throw the watch
and had heard the double thump of its
Impact with the wall and floor of
Rose’s bedchamber. *

And she had withessed with wildly
beating bLieart that duel in the alr—
able to surmise Its outeoms only from
the fact that the victor spared the life
of the venquished,

The clock was striking six as she
left her room: across the street work:

ingmen wers streaming lnto the build- .

Ing to begin the labors of the day.

| same time she opened & band (] thea

Brushing uncéeremoniously past thé ,

droway and Indifferent guard In the
corridor outside the.door to Rose's
room, Judith turned the key that re-

mained in the lock on the outside, re§

moved it, entered, and locked the doo
behind her. s
Without any surprise she found y
sliter already dressed to the point of
donning her outer garments.
‘Rendered bhalffrantic by this unex:

~ "What do you want?" she.demanded

~*Po come to an understanding with
{  hor coolly.

I b n‘:':-ﬁmdumh

_‘p;tg__-'-m‘gnmthuu well as

iad returned with it to the table that
sccupled the middle of the Scor Al the

fast clenched and disclosed & small
blue bottie with & red label shrisking
the werning “POISON!~

“Strychoine.” sbhe explaloed com
poasdily, “la sodution™ Aund emptied
be bottle Into 1he glass

A measure of cournge returned to
Ross. “Do you expect 1o be able 10
make me drink that™ she demanded
contemptuously

*Not 1—but Destiny, If 1t will! See
hera™ From a pocket of bher dresaing.
gown Judith produced a sealed dock of
playing cards. “Let theso declure the
will of Destiny toward un. | will break
the seal, shufMe the cards, and deal”
she axpiained, suliing action to word

*The one who gets the trey of hearts

will drain that glasa. Is 1t & bar
Enint™
“Never! Ob, aow [ know that you

are altogether mad!"

“Perbaps. Are you ready? And
Judith made as if to deal

“No—never! 1 tell you 1 refusel”
Rose chattered, terrified,

“You dare not refuse.”

“Why 1"

“Because of this."

Whipping & small revolver from an-
other pocket of her dressing-gown, Ju-
dith placed it on the table, ready to
ber hand.

sent™

“Not you—but him. If you refuse,
Httle sister, 1 will shoot Alan Law
dend when he comes to keep bis ap
pointment with you"

“Ah!" Rose cried In mingled fright
and amazement. “low did you find
out?

“Never mind. Is It a bargain, now,
about ‘the trey of hearts? Hemember,
I shall keep my word about this pis

stes we'll he af Ihe forry, in farty
over ig Jresey, within an bour mar
riesl. willin (wur boars sale ai sea’’’
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With a shudder Rose bowed her
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bead.

“Deal,” she muttered fearfully, "and ¥

may God judge between us!”™ 13
Oua by one she siripped the cards -

trom the top of the deck, dealing first ';.';',1.“'.'.'_..‘.'.',..:.:."t”.'.';ﬁ'.-,."ﬂ.','.‘.’::"l 0 1

to Rose, then to hereelf. | 12 and 2 1o G Other hours by
One by one they fluttered to the appaolitig nl!._hn;:l?'u.lllulIun frew '

table on either side the glass of poleon, T s I k |

and fell face uppermost - RSk .

The trey of hearts fell to Judith

There was an Instant of sllent dread,
ended by Rose, as Judith's hand moved
steadily toward the glasa.

“Judith!" she implored. "Don't—I
beg of you—I dido't mean It—I1 take
back my consent—"

“Too late!™ sald Judith, lifting the
gines and eyeing its contents with a
strange smile. |

“Judith! you cannol mean lto drink
i

“Can't I, though?" the other laughed
mirthlessly, “Just watch me!"

With a strangled cry Rose covered
ber face with her bhands to shut out
the slght, stood momentarily swaying,
and dropped to the floor In a complete
faint.

Delaying only to recognize this phe-
nomena with a pitying smlile for the
weakness of spirit that caused it, Ju-
dith's glance darted through the win-
dow and saw that which caused her to
stay her hand an instant longer.

On the topmost tler of girders of the
bullding opposite, Alan Law stood
amid a lttle knot of amused and anl-
mated laborers, one foot in the great
steel hook of the holsting tackle, both
bands clasping the chain that linked
it to the gigantic block.

And as Judith stared, he smiled at
something said by one of those about
him, looked back, and waved a hand
to some person invisible. I

Immediately the arm began to ft,’
the tackle to move slowly through the
blocks. Very gently he was swung up
and outward, . . . |

With & cry Judith flung the polson
heedlessly from her, leaped acroas the'
room, and snatched up the etreet gar.!
ments Rose had dropped at her sisers
entrance,

In another moment she was strug-
gling madly Into them., ~ (

Before the shadow of Alan, clinging
to the hook and chain, fell mnnuui
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window, she waa dressed and clam-
| bered out upon the sill.

“Sweetheart! My bravest little
woman!" o

The hook hung steadily within six

DR. 5. 0. HOLLAND

Ostenpnthle Physiclan
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you an
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:;:u;. If he doesn’t know,
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i tion, are just-
ified i;ml:uyingmeluw ere.
Dealers who handle

Certainteed
&nea Roofing cemstesd

—do not hesitate to say who makes
it. In fact, one of their strongest
arguments is to tell their customers
that we are the manufacturers of
Certain-teed Roofing.
Certain-teed Roofing is guaranteed §
years for 1-ply, 10 years for 2-ply, and
15 years for 3-ply, and we sta hind
this guarantee with the biggest roof
and building paper mills in the wor

PUDBLICITY

fure Cure for Corporate Dis-
onsen.

The startling disclosures of oor-
porate mismanagenient in the |nst
tem years have brought sbout s
general feeling that publicity of
corporation affairs In bolh mneces-

and deslroble for the future
we“-mlnl of ull corporations. This
publiclly may bo aTected In many
waya and phould glve the public ns
well s the stockholiera such in-
formation as Wil ¢liminate all pos-
alble chanea for -orruption aod
mifmanagement. .

In the past, managers of some
0T tlonm have ocperated thelr
b In & more or loss arrogant
fashio persletently  refusing  to
make thelr scta known 1o the pub-
lio or even to their siockholders In
mont instances If thoso operations
had been mads public at the Ums,
many of the ills from which they
are now suffering woull not Jave

rred, and milllona 2f dollars of
T ment would h' vo been s

T elfect of corporute misman-
agement ls greatly magnified, how-
ever, when lin dincovory comes too
late by governmenial 1ﬂ“lt%
Generally. speaning If the
weare volumtarily made publie, or If

were made knuwn through .Il-
n
1

ed mothods of Eulmem-.
the regular course of businens, the
nagement of the corporn
wauld never ocour or It be
remodied Immedintely and the bad
effact of It would be comparatively

And so it Ia with many B ot
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FOR SALE,

Georgeville and four miles from Mid- |
land and Stanfield, 65 ncres in tall
old field pine that will ent 300,000
feet of lumber, 20 acres in cultiva-!
tion, 25 acres in branch and river bot-
tom that does not overfiow. The lnml|
is of a red clay subsoil. Tt all les
well and will produce fine crops of
cotton and grain, Cheap at $1,500.00.

Forty-three acres two miles soutl
of depot, between railroad and Na
tional highway at White Hall. Splen. |
did six-room cottage, outbuil.{ngs,
orchard and pasture. A desirable
place to live,

JNO. E PATTERSON,

w5

Tun commerce
and manufacture. are afrald
g.mblldlr-—a\‘rnid to have thelr
examined and to let
siatements or

n to
eape Is that the manufact
someth. to conceul, which, if
h‘mnldclnul bear oul as

ty In relntlon to all busi.
matters fn tan best m
aviln, Just an light
the germs of dinease,

A FINE FARM FOR BALE.
One hundreq and eighty-eight acres
one-half mile from National high.

way, 5 miles sonthwes{ of Concord.
['wo story dwelling, large barn, two
good tenant houses, two good stables,
windmill and water tank, good burr
mill, two cotton gins and press, good
orehard and pasture, Will cot the
farm to suit the purchasers, if we
have buyers for all of it.

JOHN K. PATTERSON,

NORPOLE BOUTHERN RAILROAD
Bchedule Effective June 11, 1914
No. 82 leave Charlotte 4:50 p. m

Leave Star 8:00 p. m,, arriving Ashe

Sore 9:10 p. m.

No. 32 econneots at Star with No. 70
srriving Jackson Springs 9:12 p. m
ind Aberdeen 10:00 p. m.

No. 71 leave Asheboro 7:25 a. m

|arriving Charlotte 11:45 s m.

No. 70 leave Aberdeen 6:35 . m

FOR

VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

SALE.

66 acres two and balf wiles out wiles northeast of Davidson, dwell-
of Coneord tronting on two  publie jicg, barns, out-buildings, 50 seres
toads, gowd  dwelling, double  barn i euitivation, 35 acres in pasture, 13
sod severnl ont bwldings,  The enl- [ueres meadow, balunce in good heavy
tvated lad 15 red and lieg well. 5 | fOmber.  Price $4,500, halt eash, bals

aeres bottom nnd plenty of timber,
10 beoutital building lots fronting

on South Crowzll street at the Koller

Fine large water
These are desirable
Fighty-five acres, two miles from builiing Iots and we will sell thew

Mulis, 6dx134 leet.
itk shiade trees,

a1t speciel bargains daring the pext
30 days.

4 building lots ut corner of South

Crewell and Young
feel.
One bnilding lot on Soutl side
Crowell streer 32x150 leet.
Three room eottage 1n
Pleasunt adjoining A. M. Nussman a

eireets  G0x158

ard two vears,

Ope nice vacant lot  on  Mount

Post Oflee lot.

INerr street,
desirable for homes or for
purposes, and will make a fine invest-
ment,
easy lerms,

Sixty-four acres fine land

Pless. Two story dwelling  doubl

tom, balance in fine forest timber
Cheap nt $2,100, one half cash, bal
ance in 12 months.

#1,500.

street at a bargain.

about one acre, cheap at $1,500.

house, good dwelling, barn and out

aere.

Mount

230000, vue half eash, balance in one

Pleasnnt Road, 75 by 200 feet, $160,
Une beautitul lot on South Union
street, (20 by 230 feet adjoining the

Three good five room houses and
lots fronting on eur line and Norge
These houses ure very
rental
We will sell cheap and ea
with
elay wsubsoil, comparatively level in

No. 5 township, adjoining Augustus

burn, onthuildings, 30 acres in eulti-
vation, 15 acres in meadow and bot.

Five-room cottage on east side of
North Union street, lot 56x195 feet,

Four-room cottage on West Depot

Two story dwelling on East Deput
street, lot #1 feet front and containsg

One hondred and twenty acres of
land, three miles north of the eourt

buildings. Some timber: $25.00 per

ance in 12 months.

| 305 weres of lund on both sides of
China Grove und Organ Chureh pub
lie rond from three to four miles
eest of Kanoapolis, Landis and Chins
tirove, two story 12 room dwelling
two double burns, two tenant dwell
ings, several out buildings, quartas
wile to good school, 2 and 3 miles to
churches, 75 acres in cultivation, 2(
aeres meadow, 175 acres in fne vin
#in pine und oank timber, 40 acres
pasture wired in, good orchard., The
land lies well and produces fine cofs
ton and grain.

A farm in Randolph ecounty
daining 123 acres, Well watered,
about 40 acres in cultivation, soma
ounk and pine timber. Land
|level, part rolling, soil light with
low and reid clay subsoil, suitable for

genernl  farming. One mile from
church and good 8 months high
school. Postoffice and general store,

one-hall mile from good water graim
aud suw mill, good moral community,
4 miles from the town of Coleridge,
8 miles south of Ramseur, Good
barn and stables but no dwelling.
Dwelling ean be built very cheaply
with timber on place. A fins plase
for a family with children to edncate.

166 neres one-quarter mile from the
new station at Bethel Church, very
desirable, Will suit as a whole or
cut the property to suit the pureh-
user.

100 acres on Big Cold Waler Creek
known as part of the Ed Lipe lands,
fine meadow to be druined,

2,000 acres of level farming land
in Moore connty. Sand elay roads.
Farms near by produeing 50 bushels
of corn per were or one bale of eot-
ton per acre. Price §12.00 per sere
in 100-acre traets.

Seventy-five acres land, five miles
southeast, of Coneord, fAve-room

+|dwelling, stable, granary, cornerib,
cotton and smoke house, "45 acres in
cultivation, plenty of timber for use

The Dr. Gouger farm, 156 acres,|on the place, $2,250, half ensh, bal
four miles south of Mooresville, 3 months, '

JNO. K. PATTERSON,

215 acres land at Bear Poplar, Rowan
between Moor-




