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“American People Will Hold
It a Great Honor to Be En-

gaged in the Present Bat-
tle,” He Said.

FIGHTING IS THE
ONLY QUESTION

Gen. Foch Placed General
Pershing's .Offer Before
the Council at the Front,
the Report Says.

(B> The Associnted Press)
Parle, March 20—Gen
called on Gen. Foch at headquarters
yesterday, sccording to L'Information,
plaged at his disposal the whole re-
sources of the American army for em-
plagment In the battle now In prog-
ress,

“I come I'Information guotes
Gen. Perxhitlg us saylng “to say to you
that the American people will hold It
a great honor for our troops were they
ensltl in’ the present battle, 1 ask
it you In my name, and in that of
the Ameriean people,

“There is at this moment no other
question than that of fighting. Infan-
try, artillery, aviation — all that we
have are yours to dispose of them as
you will. Others are coming which are
a8 numerous ss will be necessary. 1
haye come fo say to you that the
American pebple would be proud to be
:{ g in the greatest battle in his-
ory.

Gen. Foch placed Gen. Pershing's
offéer before the council at the front,
L'Information says.

e WY [y s
FRENCH HOLDING ON T0
L THE VILLAGES TAKEN,

In Spite of German Counter Attnck.—

German Losses Very Heavy.

(Ry The Aspociated Press)
Paris, March 28.—Vielent -fighting
continued last evening and last night
in the reglon of Montdidler the war
office announced today. In spite of
the German counerattacks the Freneh
beld on to the villages whieh they took
yvegterday in this region. Moneel was
taken by the French troops. North of
Montdidier French and British- troop:

H nn the German thrust. g Ger-
statement follows:
bittle was continued fiércely
youterday evening and last night near
Montdidier. Notwithing  repeated
counter-attacks the enemy. Was not

rble to eject :nﬁ French from the

villages which they ecaptured yester-
day. The French ‘troops followed
their and took possession of

Mone after vallant fighting,

“In front of Plessler-leRoye there
has been violent fighting. All Ger-
man attacks agalnst this  village

broke before the Indomitable reslst-
ance of the French troops.
“Btatoments obtained from prison-
érs confirmedl the reports that the
z ermans, with-

losses suffered by the G

Mo the north of Montdidier Franco-
British troops continue to hold - the
. along the line of the Avre
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COLORED DRAFT MEN
LEFT THIS MORNING

Forty-Three Entrain for Camp Grant
—Farewell Reception Given Them.
The first draft of colored men, forty-

three In number, left this morning at

8:17 o'clock on their way to Camp

Grant, Tllinois, where they arrive on

Sunday morning about two o'clock

necording to time table,

These men, who have been classified
for quite a time, have been held here
by the local exemption board, await-
In instructions from the War Depart-
menl aw to where they were to be
pent.

Last night at the court house a fape-
well reception and sociable was gi
by the colored people for these men
who are going to camp, and much pa-
triotism and enthusinsm was manifest,
Addresses were made by some of the
of Concord,
and also by some of the white citizens
of this. city. A lurge flag was pre-
seuted to them by Dr. A. W, Verner,
from Beotin Women's College, and an
appropriate address by him. Some of
the white citisens had contributed to
a fund, and with it purchased box
lunches for the men who ave leaving.
After the weeting, the men cheered
and marched to the sound of brass
band mud drums, a most enthusiastio
bunch of fellows,

Those In the party who left last

night were as follows: Joln Howle,

Dallax Bost, Hugene Arnold, Mack

Forney, Glen Campbell, Henry Harris,

Bennie Douglns, Adam Harris, Alex-

ander Pleas, Mnarshall MeCollough,

Henry Allison, Archle MeMoore, Arthur

Davidson, Arthur Howie, Henry

Walker, Arthor Taylor, Hoyle Kent,

John Wordlow, Henry Davis, Charlic

Dry, Charles Johuson, Decatur Morgan.

Arthur Clawson. Arthur Cannon, Jesse

Cutton, BEugene  Johnhon, Richard

Brewer, Ira Brower, Sherman Guin,

James Phifer, Isaiah Willinm Elam,

Henry Dry, George Blackwelder, Mon-

roe Rocary. Jumes Davie, Rob MeLan-

ghlin, Machem Griggs, James Wilson,

James B, Fllis, Trox McCree, Robert

Phavr, Shirley Alexander, Walter G.

House.

W. B, 8

DEBATE TONIGHT.

To Be Feld at Central School Andl-
torizm ai 8 0'clock.

The followlng will be the progeimme
of the High School debate at Central
Nohool this evening a8 o'clock @

Resolved,-*That Congress should en-
net o law providing for the compul-
‘“ory wrblen®0n vl dudustriad  dis-

putes.”

The Marseillnise — High School
Chorus.

Affirmative — Concord: Miss Mar-

garet Rebecea Dayvault, Mr. Luther
T. Hartsell, Jr.

Negutive — Rtutesville:
Wooter, Mr, oy Brown,
Duet—Misses Fannie Pearl Widen-
house und Dorothen Wolfe, -
Rejoinders In same order.

Decision of Judges,

Chairman, Mr, F. W, Terrell
Becretary, Miss Faunie Pearl Wid-
enhouse,

Time Keepers: Mr, M. E.
Mr, Clarance Winecoff,

The Star Spangled Banner,
Admission, 10 cents,
W. 8. 8.

PRESIDENT ASKS FOR’
CLEMENCY FOR MOONEY.

Whe is Under Death Sentence for
for Bomb Explosien.
(By The Assccinted Preas)

Bacramento, Cal, March 20.—Presi-
dent Wilson has telegraphed Gov. Wm.
D. Btevens, of California, asking exe-
cutive clemency for Thos. J. Mooney,
now under death sentence, it became
kuoyn here todsy. Mooney was con-
victed in connection with a bomb ex-
plosion in Ban Francisco in the proe-
paredness parade July' 22, 1016, which
caused the death of ten persons and
injured forty others,

—_—.E

dapan fo Supply Ships for American
: Uses.
Tokio, March 26,—The question of n

supply by Jupun of shipping for Ameri-
cn uses has virtually been. settled.

Mr. Leland

Yount,

The government is actively in
ehartering vessels for this purpose.
" The war board has 150.000 tons of

: chartered. All shipbuilders are

g to the cause, even Incar

gses, which the Japanese
make up.

by et
.| Fietes Atr Fighting st Front Continnes.
London, Mareh 28.—The contlnnance

4n the battle area

GER BELL SIS THE
WTHORAMAL S OVR

British Withdrawal Was Ac-
cording to Pre-Arranged
Plans, He Tells the Senate
Committee.

RECENTLY CAME
BACK FROM FRONT

The 'Allies Knew of the Ger-
man Preparations for the
Present Drive Soon After
They Were Begun.

(By The Associnted Preas)
Waushington, Murch 29—The Brit-
ish withdrawal before the German ad-
vanee was made according to prear-
ranged plans, and “is all over now,"
Maj. Gen. Fravklin Bell today told the
Senute Military Committee, He saiil
the allies have &nown of the Germans
soou after they begui, and made ne-
tive preparations to face (. Gen Bell
recently returned  from  the  battle
frout,

———W, B, f
STILL EXPECT ALLIED
COUNTER-ATTACK SO0ON

Likely Substantial Ameriean Forees
Will Take Part; Haig's Report Re-
lieves.
Washingtop, March 28 —Aunnounce-
ment by Fleld Marshal Halg  tonight
that the German war machine along
the whole British frout had been beas-
en off today with heavy losses, gave
new zest tonight to speculation here as
to the allied counjer assault with of-
ficers feel covtain will not long be de-
Inyed.
War department ofiiclals generally
appeared to be satisticd that substan-
tinl American forces woulil enter the
battlelines with the French when the
signal for the counter blow is given.
Major General March, pcting cohief of
staff, stated flatly, however, that he
was not advised as to the numbers or
dispositions of American units which
may be employed with the French army
of attack.
The new outbreak of the German
thrust at Arras, reported early in the
day, caused gome apprehengion here
lest the allies might find it necessary
to favther delay their, effort to seek
victory after bitter days of steady
ol bl Datigite word from
General Haig that thie new drivé-alzso
had been checked added toO-the grotv-
ing convietion that the strategy of the
allies will trimuph. -
If their reasoning & correct, the Gep.
mang face the prospect of seeing their
third great effort on the western front
sinee the beginning of the war meet
the fite of the others.

—_—W fE—
DEATH OF MENINGITIS,

Mr. Dan Barringer Died Last Night
At His Home Here, °

Mr Dan Barringer, the young man
who had a ecase of cerebro spina
meniugitis, dled last night of the dis-
ease at his howe on Franklin Avenue,
He was about 10 years of age. The
funerul services were conducted from
the home this afternoon at 3 o'clock
and the interment was made in Oak-
wood cemetery.

Ho far as is known to the health
authorities here, no further cases of
meningltls in Concord have come to
attention. It is to be hoped that due
precautions will be taken by everyone,
to prevent a spread of the disease.
WA, A
NO IDEA OF ABANDONING

CAMP GREENE AT CHARLOTTE

‘Contracts Approved Today to Spend
$140,000 on Sewers and $80,000 on

My The Associanted Fresa)
Washifigton, March 20.—Apparently
the War Department hus no idea now
of abandoning Camp Greene at Char-
lotte, N. (., because contracts were
approved today to spend $140,000 on
gewers and $80,000 on roads. Thease
improvements, it is believed, will over-
come the objections raised against the
camp site.

——W.5.B.

Germans are Coneealing to Germans
Their Losses.
, March 26.—The German

DRGANZATION OF e
COTTONMLL COMPHA

The White-Parks Mills Com-
pany Name of New Com-
pany—Has Purchased Old
Lippard Mill Property.

CAPITAL STOCK
WILL BE $62,000.

W. H. Belk, of Charlotte, is
President, J. G. Parks,
Vite President, and Ed. F.
White, Secretary-Treasurer

The White-Parks Mills Company is
the name of 4 new company organis-
ed yesterday ut & meeting of the stock-
holders held of the Cabarrns Savings
Bank. This is the company that has
recently purchuséd the old mill form-
erly known as the Lippard Mill, near
East Depot street, bat® which untll ree

nge warchouse, .
The officers of the new corporation
were electinl yesterday as  follows :
President, W, H, Belk, of Charlotte;
viee presilent, John G. Parks, of Con-
cord ; secretary and treasurer, Ed, F.
White of Coneord,

the following of this eity : C. W, 8wink,
J. F. Goodman, John A. Cline, L. M,
Richmond, W, J. Glass andl Dr, J. A,
Patterson,

ready been orderedt, and it {5 the hope
of the manugement that war conditions
will cause no unusual  delay. The
bullding with a few. repairs will be
sufficient at the present to handle the

The prodnet of the mill will be No, 12
hosiery yarn. Unless unforeseen de-
lays ocenr, it is the intention of thowe
promoting thix business to have the

cord welcomes this new Industry. Of
special interest algo to Coneord peo-

behind this Imsiness, new con-
cern has the best wishes of this city
for its suceess; - .

—— LS
ENGLISA PEOPLE MORE"“

CONFIDENT LINE WILL HOLD
They Are Engaged in Defeating the

Egemy and Have No Time For Re
ports.
Hpecinl Cable to Greensboro News,
London, March 28—The Ewvenlug
Stundard learux on good authority that
though the battle ix fur from over and
that fresh enemy attucks are to be ex-
pected, the situation today is less erl-
tical than during lust three duys, 'T'he
enemy i8 operating ut some distancy

1| from rafl heads nud the battlefield

Is s0 congested that the task of pushing
new divisions is rendered slow and dif-
ficult. In the meautime the allles are
given time to get up reserves,

The British losses in guns captured
or 50 badly damaged s to be aban-
doned are estimated about 600,

The public may be assured that the
British communiques, though brief,
have told the whole truth of the situa-
tion as far as known at the time. The
(GGermans have naturally been the first
in the field with their claims and ad-
vaneing generals are always in better
position to record events than generals
with a reliring army. This is the case
with hepdquarters. Every division and
corps in the battle has had to be shift-
ed and new communleations bullt
again,

W, B, B
AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE -
NO CAUSE FOR ALARM

“Whatever the Present Ground Held by
the Germans, the Allles Wil Bee it
Through and Will Win.”

Wa March 28—In a state
ment tonight Major General Mareh,
ucting chief of staff, assured the

: le that there is ro cause
for alarm in the advances made by the

Germans in the

E

POSITIONS ON SOMME

Also Have Gained Ground in
Places By a Successful
Counter Artatk, the War
Office Announces.

GERMANS SUFFER
HEAVY LOSSF\S

British Held Their Line All
Day Yesterday in the Face
of Repeated Assaults of
the Enemy.

(By The Asseciated Preas)
London, March 20,—On the Somme
the British have malutained positions
and guined ground in places by sue
cessful counterattucks the war
announces,

After bolding their line all day iu
the face of repeated assaults but num-

fice

retired a sbort distatice from thelr ad-
vande positions ut some points,

The Germans aguiy suffersd excesd.
ingly heavy losses. The Britlsh took
prisoners.

The statement follows :

“Further strong attacks were wmade

The boned of directors Is composed | by the enemy yesterday ufternoon und ||
of the ahove nnmed officers, and also|evening at several points along the|asked, But it is practicaly certuin no

battle front. North of Somme our
troops have maintained thelr positions,
and have galped ground as some
places by successful  counterattacks,

ing,

“The enemy agiain suffered exceed
lngly heavy casSualties. His freguent
attacks which were pressed with great
determination throughout  the day

2,000 spindles that will be placed n it.| gained only our outpost lines after|nge .

several hfurs of severe hand to hand
fighting. His reserves were then sent
forward against our battle positions,
aml were everywhere thrown back

new mill in operation by Septemebr 1.| with great loss. Our machine gun, ar-| Toepleman, of Henderson, N, (.
It s not necseary to say that Con- | tillery, and rifle fire did great exeeu- |}

tion upon his ranks,
“South of the Somme ulso heavy

distance
tlons,”

from their advance posi

———W.8. 8.
SOLEMM SERVICES
MARK GOOD FRIDAY

Observed in New York in& Manner
Customary to the Oeccasion.

New York, March 20—Good Frituy,
which murks the close of the peniten-
tial season which precedes the greal
Christinn festival aud hollday of Bas-
ter, was observed lu the metropolls to-
day In & manner customary to the oe
casion. The stock exchanges, schools
wnd many public offices remalned clos-
od for the day. The churches were
thronged for the services, particularly
the three-hour passion service. At Old
Trinity and St. Paul's Chapel in Hroad-
way, ut 8t, Patrick’s Cathedral in Fifth
Avenue, and St. Franels  Xaovier's
chureh In Fifteenth and Sixteenth
streets the crowds gathered to attemd
teh elaborate services and enjoy the
ontable programe of religlous music.

That the great conflict in which the
nation Is now engaged has had the ef-
fect of turning the popular mind to
serlous thoughts is indieated by the
fact that never within the memory of
the present generation has Holy Week
been 80 generglly observed in New
York us it has been this year, Churches
of nearly all denominations have ob-
servedd the occasion in some special
manner, There have been dally services
in all the Roman Catholic and in most
of the Episcopal churches, and difer-
ent sucred cantatas have been  given,
and ju other Protestant churches there
have been special organ recitals, Great
erowds have been present at these re-
ligious services while, on the other
hand, the theaters and places of amuse-
ment and entertainment in general re
port a week of unusually poor business.

., B B———
DEATH El" MRE. R. L. YOUNG.

Ocenrred Today at Noon at His Home
On North Union Street.

Mr. Robert L. Young, after an ill-
ness of several weeks, died at noon to-
day nt his home on North Union street.
He was the son of Mr, and Mrs, Jo"n
C. Young, both of whom died some
years ago.

E

The decensed was born in Coucord on
February 22, 1848, and was, therefore,
70 years of age, He Is survived hy his
wife, Mre. Margaret . Young; and
dm‘]lln. Robert Corslne of

R, Young, of Greens-
¢, Young, who

GERMANS ABOUT TO DELIVER
ANOTHER BIG BLOW

-7
Un Another Part of Front Which “Wiil
Tear a Hole” in Allied Ring.
1By The Associated Preas)
Awsterdom. Marcl 29
supreme commaind is about to deliver o

The Gy ian

pew aind mighty blew ou another et
of the front which will “tear a new hole
in the already plercsd enemy ring”
the Vossliche Zeitung. of  Herlin
clares,

e
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MOBILIZATION OF 95,000 MEN

First Increment of First Draft and 15,

000 of Second.

(By The Associnted Preas)
Waushington, Murch 29—Whh the
exception of a few districl= v large
eastern citivs where delays have been
permitted because of religious cervmo
nles at Easter times, wobillzation of
85,000 men. comprising the first nere-
ment of the first deaft aml 15,000 men

cently had been used as a cotton stor-| erleally superior forees, the British|of the secon begnn to get uider way

todlay. The first TOMM white men, and
25,000 pegroes Degnn moving (o nption
al army cantonimends,

The first wen of the seemd draft
are ealled, despite the fuet that Con-
gress hag ot yet amendsd  the law
to change the basis of apportionment ns
'rovost Marshal Genersl Crowder has

more will be ealled nutil the guaestion
is settied.
The 5,000 men now culled, It is une

derstomd, are nedeed at opee to 8l up

The new enterprise s capitulized at{ A number of prisoners and machine | divisions of other units, or to take
$62,000. The machinery for it has al- guns were captured by us in this fight-|

plees of men  trapsferred to other
livisions to make np deficioncies,

W, K 8 —
RILLED BY COMING IN
CONTACT WITH LIVE WIRE

(. Toepleman, of Henderson,
Meets Death at Newbern.
(By The Associated Press)

New Berne. N, O Marel 290

F. 0,
viee
wresident and general manager of the
Home Telephone Compuny, which op-
erates throughout castern North Car-

ple is the fact that Mr. W. H. Belk |and continuous fighting took place un.|olns and parts of Virginla. met -
the wealthy merchant of | Charlotte, | til late In the eveping. Our troops af-|#tant death heve thi< worning by cow-
who i head of the big Belk chain of | tor maintaining the line all day in the|i
stores, is Interested In the enterprise, | face of repeated assualts by superior |ed electric wire. My, Toeplemun, who
and s putting his money -and cnergies | enemy forces have withdrawn a short | came to New Berne a few days ago to

ng 4to contact with a heavily clinrg

supervise woving the telephone  ex-
change Into new quarters, was on top
of 0 pole making inspection prepara-
tory to vunning # caulle into the new
eschinnge when he struck a Mve wire,
His hamls were severely burned, and
in falliug from the pole he sustained
u fruetore of the skall,  He leaves a
whlow at  Hemderson, aml  one son.
Lieut F. €. Toeplemn, ot Conp Jaek-
son, W, 0,

—— W, K. 8-
FOUR GERMANS ARE :
CAPTURED BY AMERICANS

The Germans Put Down a Barrage on
American Positions.

(By The Associnted Preas)
With the American Aviny in Fronee,
farch 20.—Four prisoners were cup-
tured Ly the Amerieans on the front
nortwest of Toul sometime duriong Inst
night or early this morning, acording
to reports filtering back from the loe
It is not known whether the prisoners
were enguged Inoan attempt (o radd
the American positions,  or  whether
they were bhrought in by an Americin
ralding party.
The artillery fire was heavier dnr-
ing the night. the Germans putting
bareage on the Ameriean positions,
W, 8, 8.

Many Hear Bickett.
Mooresville, March 26.—Despite the
lnelement weather Saturday night, the
sehool anditorium was packed to hear
Governor T. W, Bickett speak in the in-
terest of the war savings stnmps. The
address was one of the most powerful
that has ever heen heard here. At the
econclusion of the address Hon, W. A.
Bristol took eharge of the wmeeting and
§9.200 was subseribed, Music was fur-
nished by the Moorexville bal.
W, R, A
To Provide for C
ll‘lil'l]ll{.

(By The Assoviated Prens)

parently favored the amendment to
the deaft bill which would provide
for compulsory military training of
youths between 10 and 21 years of
age, by defeating, 36 to 32, a motion
by Senator Jones, of Washington. to
table ir.

W, 8, Bo————

Women lawyers and judges in the
United States total well over 800.
A

->.

PRICE OF ICE EFFECTIVE
APRIL 1.

FAMILY TRADE — 20 to 100
pounds. 50 cents per hundred.
Less than 20 pounds, 60 cents
per hundred

‘Cafes—100 tb, lots, 43¢ per hun-
dred. - Less than 100 pounds, Gie

hundred. y £

H PRICES TO MEAT

: ETS AND WHOLESALE
ICH DEALERS,
Bookn.

. \Coupon B .
1bs hook, 10 Wb conpons $1.25
o ha, hook, 10 b, coiipons 2,00

SOUTHWEST THRUST OF GERMAN WEDGE
- ALLIED LINES HAS BEEN Grmrree

‘ompulsory  Military | 7

Washington, March 20.—Preliminary | §
to the final vote today the Senate ap-|3

undred. _
MERCHANTS, HOTELS. AND {.

=

.:’
‘.

Despite Continuous Counter
Attacks Last Night, Ger- 8
mans Were Unable to Dis~
lodge Petain's Men.

GERMANS 'ARE 57 P
" MILES FROM PARIS

Germans Continue to Sacri-
fice Their Men Recklessly
in Efforts to Bretk Anglo-
French Barrier.

-

-

(By The Associated Preas)
The southiwest thrust of the Ger-
man wedge fnto the allied lines has
been stopped short of Moutdidier. The = 8
enemy seems detinitely held here, 53 8
wiles from Paris, by the epclosure of
the town within n pocket formed by &
wries of villuges valluntly captured
awd held by French troops,
continuens counternttucks last night,
the Germans were not able to dislodge. . =
Petnin's men from these hamlets o =
the hills about the town,
Between Montdidier and the Somme
the Germans seem to have gained some
ground since vesterday in thelr west-
ward push toward Amiens, the great
allled supply base, but Parls declares
the Auglo-French forces are
the encmy firmly along 8 well h
line which at no point is less than 12
miles from this objective, "
The German purpose now that the
thrust to the southwest s been
o, apparently is to close in within the
aungle formed by the rivers Avre and
Somme, with its point at Amiens. It Is
in this triangle, therefore, that further
fighting of most intense nature is to be
looked for in the immediate future.
The Germans continue to sacrifiee
thelr men recklessly in their dﬂ
attempts to break the Anglo-
barrier, a8 the reports from boih
Fremch and British war offices
North of the Somme, the H
front has not only been stiffly
tained, but have,  been advanced
places. Toduy's sthtement from
war office emphasizes the success of ti
British In folling the Germans M 3
1o embarass the allled defense by o8- i .
tablishing a moveable line in the Area 3
region through great assualt. ' L 1
man reserves were thrown in’ s
penetration of the ontpost lines
crumpled up in the battle
devasting fire of Field Marstial B
artillery and machine guus, and w
ek with great loskés. v
Attention is tivided between' Geérmas
attneks nlong the Searpe tonwrd Akras, =
and the probability that the ench
wovement In the south is !
a connter offensive on a large seale.
On other battle fronts theve has =
been no change, Northwest of Tonl

&
b=

=

vl
g
‘o

the Ameriean artillery keeps up _"-l.‘__‘L
strong hombardment of the enemy
lines. but there has Deen no

action,

W, R, 8.

At the Theaters,
Ben Wilson and Neva Gerber a
New Pastime today . “The
This s the tenth episode of
serlnl “The Mystery Ship”
Henvst-Pathe News Eerviee.
“Madame Spy.” the Jack Mulhy
production which comes to The Tk

torinm Theatre today, 18 a ﬂm.s
ject. It deals with the subject 3

man propagands and secret servios:
this country. ami with is d
through a clever female Impersor
scheme. ’1‘umo?w “Hell's
starring Willians 8. Hgrt,

shown,

w. R f—
Two More Flyers Killed,
(Ay The Ansociated H-D

Fort Worth, Texas, March 20.—¥,

Dwyer and J Seott Rowan, hoth

bers of the Brtish Fiying Corps

killed in aviation accldents toﬂg..
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