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BOPLE who write about Kansas,

aus a rule, write Ignoraatly. and

speak of the sthate as n fnished
product. hansas like Gaul of wid, is
divided Into three parts, differing as
widely, each from, the other, ns any
three countries In the same lutitude
apon the globe. It would be a¥ un-
true o clussiiy together the Egyplian,
the Indian and the Centrml Americun,
a8 to spenk of the Kansas man with
out distinguishing between the eastern
Kansan, the centrnl Kansso, and the
western ka2 FEastern Knnsus Is a
finlshed coy ke New York
or Pennsvivpnia., Central hansas (s
finlshed, but mot guite paid for: wnd
western Kansis, the only place where

nity

there 1+ any suffering from Jdronght or
erop failures, I8 o new enuntey—aold
only In n phuck which 1s slowly con-
quering the desert,

Agqun Pura was a2 western Kinsas
towt, st hlelh up, far out on (he
pralrie It wns foonmded nine years
gty nt the beginning of the heoti, ol
by rowlu rutllyns ug Ly bon-
ent, e ol wottea, O
the s v st kel oout the town
wre, 1weo—l ST ol Dacringer
wore Hpsvaed o, or Ni VIS
from 1'rin i pha 1ipus,
Bemis, Brodley aud THeRs il vonue
Pron fikbnmel sfabe universijes Wlien
their wiv Vst tlivre wi i
Youssar reunion stul the st gll that

Fothie qi Y| | b
brought  the New York t
Thee town wias Dk dosens
Patie e Lop ontiin !!l
i wilivrness o rhat fresi,
green spring of 180,

They eallwl it Aqna Para, choosing
A Latin matoe to procioim o the world
that It was e g rewdy town Tl
new ellow pioe ot e HirTe !

plestinn] m the olvnr str It

b seen Cosandlos ona elesies wiarme diag ‘
s It stovgd upon w rise of gropnd ool |
Over in Mulee, six miles awar, e olee |
teie light= of Ay Purs, whileh o=t

out in the evempz before the town |
was gix nontdis wld, eculd e seen diss

tinetly, A sehoolliouse that cost twens |
ty thonsgml dollurs wase ballt bifure |
the town had seen its fiest winters s |
the first Christgs bhull in dgune Pora

wits el in e openg Do it cost
ten thousand,  Money wis plentitol
two ared three-story buildings rose on
each side of the main street of the
little pluee.  The fermers whn Tiid
tiken In Yonntey
arouml the tewn hud prosperdd,

Barringer was electold magor at the
nunleipnl elecrion In the spring of
87, and le platted out Barrhiger's
Additlon, and bullt o house there with
borrowed money in June, There wore
two thouzand people In Agqua Pura
then,

There was not & Hiwless element.
There was not a saloon in the town, A
billinrd hall, and @ dark room, whereln
cards might be played surreptitions-
Iy, were the oply Institutions which
made the people of Agqua Fura blush,
when they took, the Innwmerahie
“Eastern capitfilists” over the town
who vigited western Kansag thit yeur
These “capitolists™ were entertuingd
at o threestory birick hotel, equipped
with electricity and modern plumbing
I‘ol'llﬂr to exeel Malze, wherie the lio-
tel was on indifferent frame aMolre,

This is the story of the pis».  ar
ringer has told it o thousand Lites
Barringer believed In the town to the
lust,  When the terrible drought of
1887, with ita furnacelike hreath singed
the town afl the farms in Fountain
county, Barrviuger led the majority
which proudly claimed that the eoun-
try was all right; and as chalrimmn of
the board of countv commissioners, he )
gent a seathing message to the gov-
ernor, refusing ald. Barringer's own
bank loaned woner on land, whereon
the crop had falled, to tide the farm-
ers over the winter, Barringer's sig-
nature guaranteed Jouns from the East
upon everything negotiable, and Aqua
Pura thrived for a time upon promises,
Here and there, in the spring of 1888,
there was nn empty bullding. One
room of the opera house block wus
vaeant. Barrlnger started a man in
business, selling notions, who occupied
the room. Barringer went East nnd
pleaded with the men who had invest-
ad In the town to be easy on their
debtors. Then came the hot winds of
July, blowing out of the souhtwest,
gborching the grass, shrivellng the
grain, and drying up the streams that
‘had filled in the spring. During the
Tall of that yéar the hotel, which had
been open only In the lower story,
closedd.  The opera house begun to be
 used for “ald” mpeetings, and when ihe
wlmg wind blew dust-hlnckened
1 the desolote streets of Ihl
dittle town, It rattied @ hlﬂlﬂl‘e&l win-

hutiestdmls thv

Inge,
Barringer's

woere

Mtmto the blue of the twillght,

that
the county. Families were put

on the poor list without disgrmes—Iit
was almost a mark of pottieal distioe
tion—and in the Hntie town many de
vices were lu vogue to distribote the
copnty funds Juring the winter

Thers wus 00 Mmin thet wioter and

the snow was hard and dry. Cattle on
the range suffered for wyter and dled
by the thousands A procession {rom
the littlg town started eastward ecarly
In the spring
sought the rising sun.

White-canopled wagons,

Uhristmas eve, 15881, the entire vil-
fifieen souls in all, assembled ot
house. He was hopeful,

even cheerful, and talked bitteriy of
what “one good erop® would do for
the country; although there were no

furmers left to plant it, even If nature
had lLeen harboriog a smile for the
dreary land
that Christning promised much

The year that followed
There
wnd In May¥ the

spring  rains,

brown gross and the seattered poatchos

£ whent grow green aml folr (o see

Barrinzer  freshened up pereeptibly
Ll sent an acer of ks indeltedness
| nies-rul unitin paper—to his
eroillitogs in the East, and fairliGally
vasbi L thery that be would remit ull
he oweedl in the full. A few winmlerers
strnesled into Fountadn o county. Inred
¢the meeen fields wnd running brooks.
he pealrie woll gave up tl.. duge
o liman ocenpants. Lights in the
Tt rie bimg twinklind badg Linpwe 1o
the stats. Tiefore June thore wers w .
thousand pesple in Fountain eounty
Anquit Purn's business hyuses st
o Viven ape There was a0 Fourth «f
July  eelibration in own. But the
I orwim thor spodled the advertisel e
| works in the evening” wus (e last

shifting lght in
spake o
same speech
but it can't rain.
dry
Hutehlnsaon,
There
dried up
That's an old story In hell,
Johngon? Not here!l
Not here
ll."\!
Wlhere's
Hon

he I=, holding down g hot brick In a

ook Hke rnin,

uniwnls upon the broken walks,

the dvouth
Tlw

By May it had lost s color.
it war

floor of the hatel porch,
travelers,
country,

light,

He todd bis dally visitors that be was
keoping his bouka ’

Thus the winter passed. The gram
ame with the light mist of March
By June
brown, and the hot winds
came again in August, curvieg the
warped boards a liitle deeper on the
Herders and
traggling back to the green
w him sitting there at twi-
lovking toward the southwest, &
unkempt old min, with u
his eye. To snch as
he always made the
“Yes, 1t looks llke min,
The rain has gone
They say it mioed at
waybe so, 1 doubt IL
Is no Cnd wést of Newtun, He
in WL They talk lrrigution.
W here's
Where's Nickols?

Bemis? Not here! Hrd-

here! Hicks? Not here!
handsivne Dick Barringer,
Richard Barringer? Here! Iere

grizzled,

him

here

Not

ooling room of hell! Yes, It does
doesn’t 171"
rosmed the

bLut the stumbling

in the
ol the

Cuttle sireets

rly spring,
did
and the winds ;||:‘-.II
diove them awny.
wiesseigper With provisbons cawe
The summer, with lts 1

wt Msturls Lilm

VOLY ToEning

pwlul hent, begun to glow The Light |
ping aml the thunder Jokeid Insolently l
oo thee dlistanee at noens s aned the ‘-i.nT’ui
w o the deeps dry bine Jooked down and

mockead Lhe
sur, at night, on his ricke
He
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ulil winn's proyers ns he
iy =entry hox
the  ales

Nizht

mgh
roll,
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*The Old Man's Lamp Was Seen by Straggling Travelers Burning Far Inte
the Night.”

thnt fell until winter. A carload of

alid from ecentral Kongns saved a hun- |

il
year,

When the spring of 1804 opened,
Barringer looked ten years older than
he looked the epring before,

It wos lils linblt to slt on the front
poreli of the deserted hotel and look
aerogs the pruleles to the soutliwest
and waleh the breaking clouds sogtter
He could
see the emply warer tower silliouetted
agninst sky, The frame buildings that
rpse In the boom days lind all been
moved nway, He sat und waited, hop-
ing fondly for the realizatlon of a
dream which he feared could never
come frue.

There were days when the postmas
ter's four-year-old child sat with him,
The old man and the chlld sat thus
one evening when the old mantighed :
“If it wonld only rain, there would be
haif a erop yet ! If it would anly rain!®
The ¢hild beard him aod sighed imk
tatively: “Yes, H I would only rain—
what s rain, Mr. Barringer?" He
lovked at the child Blankly and =at
for a long time in pllence. When he
grose he did not even have a pretense
of hope, He grew despondent from
that hour, and a sort of hypochondria
selzed him, N

That fll wheri the winds piled the
saud in the rallroad. "cuts” aud the
pralrie was as hard and barren as the
ground u‘r:und ?‘uhln door, Barrin-
ger's duughter died of fover. The
man seemed fittle n!ml by "u

lives In Fountaln ecounty that

|

night he walked to the red clay groida
of the uncompleted “Alr Line” nnd
louked over the dead level siretehey
of praujrie. Ile would have gone away,
but something held him to the 1own,
There he hnd risked all, Here, por-
haps, In his warped fancy, he hoped
to regaln atl. He had wrliten so often,
“Times will be better in the spring,”
thut it was part of his confession of
fuith—that and “One good crop will
bhring the country around all right”
This was written with red clay in the
old man's nervous hand on the sida
of the hotel, on the faded signs, on
the deserted Inner walls of the stores—
in fact, everywhere In Aqua Pura.

The wind told on him; It withered
him and sapped his energy.

One morning he awoke and a strange
sound greeted Yis edrs. There was n
gentle tapping In the bullding snd n
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Announcement

The Citizens Bank and Trust Company will occupy its
" new quarters at

Wednesday, January 31 ]

No. 24 South Union Street

on

1923

’

This building has been plapned, erected and equipped ‘
throughout for the service and convenience of this com-
munity, and we cordially invite you to call on the Open-
ing Day and to inspect the arrangements we haye made

1 your interest

The building will be open for inspection Wednesday
afternoon from two until four o'clock.

The formal opening will be held Wednesday e'vening
from seven thirty to ten o'clock,, to which the public is
Music and souvenirs.

cordially invited.
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rour that was not the guffaw of the | Radio Trupsmission Underground Muy

wind, He rushed for the door, He
saw the raln, and bareheaded he ran
to the mlddie of the streets whers It
was pouring down., The messenger !
from Malzdé with the dny's snpplies;
found him standing there, vacantly,
almost thoughtfully, looklng up, the
rain deipping from his grizzled head,
and rivulets of water tyickling about
his shoes,

“Hello, Uncle Dick,” sald the

“Enjoylng the prospect
River's risin’; better come back with
me,"

But the old man ouly answered,
&m& Not herel Nickols? Not
ore]  Be Not  here! mr

wﬂm‘! Not  here! .
't Mere! And
“rain beit
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Help Miners
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