B DARK' night lm ﬂig
‘small auto truck was driven
lolg the alley behind the Philadelphia

ofrautomobile ignition locks in the| &
country. There was a quick manipu-
latlon of keys, bandled expertly, and
“a back door of the establishment was
open. A large folded sheet of card-
‘board was handed from the car and
taken inside.

The cardboard, when unfolded, was:

an exact reproduction of the safe
which stood under lights in plainylew
of the front window. It was but‘the.
work of seconds to set it up 2§
screen in front of the safe, and a safe
cracker went to work on the combixi-
nation in comparative security {rom.|
interruption, In the meantime Ms
companions unbolted -a machine
welghing hundreds of pounds from
its moorings in the dark recesses &t
the back of the shop, and carriad it
out to their truck.
“ There was an almost unnqticeahle
explosion as the safe. which had
proved stubborn, was blown; a hasty
sorting of its coatents; and t,he
cracksman, disregarding apparent
valuables, carried a heavy volume out
to the car, which was driven rapldly
away.

Thus was perpetrated one of the
most daring and disturbing robberies
in the history of Ameriean crime.

Micsing a Rich Haul

It was aimed at no petty loot, such
as two or three million dollgrs ip
bonds or currency. It was intended
to place at the mercy of the criminal
element of the country automobiles
with a value of hundreds of mlmdnl
of dollars.

' The machine stolen was gne of a
half dozen in the United States used
in making keys to the ignition locks
on 80 per cent of the high grade au-
tomobiles manufactured. The book
songht in the safe contained the code
letters and pumbhers of each of these
locks. Simply by looking at the num-
ber on the lock of any of these cars,
and tracing down that number in, thé

,er's could be manufactured.
Possess®n of these keys would not
only make the actual stealing of these
cars more simple, but would aid the
organized bands of thieves greatly in
disposing of stolen cars without Sus-
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' branch ‘of the largest manufacturers,|’

code book. keys duplicating the own-|
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enious plot, 1o which

ntly been 'dedicated,
 clerk in the ignition

t disobeyed orders.

bns had been {ssued
k, with its almost
abu. “sbonld always be

LE qu when not-{n use. |

afe en slocked! for the
_when this ‘cler! worling late,
“to put it baek.- Yol artep-
mmsd for not having ' replaced ft
earfier, ‘e did not telephone. one of

Meads of the establishment. to.re-
turn‘and open the safé, but trusted to
lu to get it back. next day wmsout
ation, and tucked it on a high
M)f Luck was not only with him,
but with the establishment and the
‘couniry’'s automobile owners. = The
“code book™ which the thieves blew
open ‘the safe to obtain turned out to
be an accessory catalogug.

The key-making machife has never
been recovered, but it is ugeless with-
out the book. The thieves mailéd the
catalogue back with a polite note of
regret.

The failure of this gigantic plot did
not prevent thieves stealing $100,000,-
000 worth of antomobiles in the Unit-

S

ed States last year, atcording to a
earefu} computation made. by the sta-
tistical department of the Aeioa Life
logurance Company,~a figure which
is inereasing at a rate which atnggers
the imagination.

of the criminal pro- |
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Motor Thefts Increasing
“The police, despite spiendid efforts,
are unsble to cope with the situaticn,
Automoblles, :
them by ather than lawful means. are jop ation.
increasing out of all proportion<o the | type of lcck

ing to piach

(]

|
|
max:u.'aclured. K
police departments’ are al-
m'ul stationary.
“If you leave yoyr bank \mll lean
ing against the curb, somebody's it
e |
situation by a thief, vow a2 New
| York State-prison
and these who acquire | 000 worth of cars
He bodsts that there

; increase in police departments. As
3 tha number of cars which eaeh police
man  must guard grows larger, the |
number of stelen mounts angd the per- |
=2 centage recovercd dwindles.

G There "has been 2 tenfold increase
' in autemabiles

in ten. years. This

3,500,090. autoriobiles

As compared to such

is a summary of the

who siole
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It used to be a penitentiary offense
—in some s®ctions an offense reward-
ed with informal hanging—to steal
a $50 horse. Now six months in jail
is heavy for stealing a $5,000 car.
That is one reason why automobﬂe
theft is on the increase.

But the big reason is that atea]lng‘
The next move is to get the s(olentm‘ automobile is-so easy, and capture
goods to a friendly garage. of which |iS 80 unlikely. Automobiles recoyer-
;Lhere are dozens in every large city, | ed does not mean apprehension of the.
|and remove all identification marks, |thieves. The recovered cars are al-
seraping the numhber from the hody most always :ieserted.
g7~ |and filing the number from the en- Revealing Erased Numbers
" gine. New numbers ars impressed A real step toward detection of*dis-
over-the old with steel dies, the body | guised cars, turned back into the
refinished ‘and tires changed, possi-|channels of trade, has been made by
: bly. and the car is ready for market. | perfecting a process for making wvis-.
Z If of a common make it is often sold |ible identification numbers that have
where stolen. Jf conspicuous, it Is|been filed away from metal surfaces.
shipped elsewhere. In rare cases|The professional thief’s first stéb is
i'stolen cars have been sold back to|always to file away the numbers
the owners. placed on the engine by the manufac-

A smzll investment, a quick turn-|turer and stamp new ones in their
over, anll a big profit, with mighty lit- | places. This is done so skillfully that
| tle risk. No wonder this is a busi-|[only .an expert caf detect that a
ness which is pressing bootlegging | change has been made, and the mere
for importance. detection of a change dces nothing

Lagt year 7,107 cars were stolen in|toward identifying the car.

New York City, and 3.220 recovered— Recently it was found that the im-
the lowest rate of recovery on rec- pression by. die of the original num-
ord. In 1918 there were 8,340 cars|her left an invigible compression in
stolen, and 2,578 recovered. In this|the metal. By - applying heat and
ope city an iccrease in cars perma-|acids to the surface, this compression
nently lost from 762 to 3,887 in five| was made visible in the form of the;
witted. He admits al|¥ ! These figurcs are in the DOS-|original figures. By use of this
oference fer ca locked—and | session of the Aetna Life I[nsurance|method the surest saiegu'm-d_or' the
there are plenty left that way—but | Company. thief has been removed, and‘although
made it a point to fcil all of the lock- Borrowing Cars for Banditry the method has only recently come in-
smiths dur his carcer, just as a| These cars permanestly lost were |to use, hundreds of cars have already
matter of | 1 pride. the grist of the profess'oral thieving |been identifiéd and returned to their
Laugs at Lecksmiths organizaticns. They are traveling|ownersg:?

pipe locks, steering |other streets, in altered ises. The| TLke pedrgree of a used car should &'
wheel v 1ined wheels, trans-|cars recovered were larzely ‘borrow always be traced by the prospective
mission locks—they are all pie to the ‘, ed"” for banditry or joyridinz. Your|buyer. The man selling the car may
experienced man, he avers. When he | up-to-date bandit seldom walls. He|be honest, but one or two steps back
took a fancy to a particular car, pm-[zoos about his business in some- |of him a thief may lurk.

f orted | body else's gasoiine buggy. In the Bringing to justice the men who
ng- \f racas in which he engages his li-|are getting rich in this business is
er, like any | cense number is frequently taken, and | the duty of every citizen. The police
hen, and trundled the ; this clue is of course run down, lead- |can’t do it all. They have too much

vay under the eyes |ing to John Smith, banker and church | else to do. The first step is for the
1 it once too often, | member. Smith'’s car is found by a|driver—the car owner—to be as care-
roadside, usually the worse for wear.|ful as the thief."
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he has not out

[ the law. e d

but it werked for 20 years.

& We came to Concord eight months ago and opened a branch furniture store.
E since that time we have enjoyed good busmess in fact more than we had expect—

ed. Now we are gomg into our new quarters next door to Joe Gaskel, where we

new store. Ther?e'fore we: can’t afford to mrove the stock we now have on hand‘

Come - early and get the f’urmture you need at One- thll‘d Off for Gash
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will be in shape to SeEve you better. We have bought our complete stock for the

Buffalo and Mccilg Strect
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World’s Biggeét Horse Shoe I'nrowtng 1ournament ac
Lake Worth, Florida, in February
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The greatest horse shoe throw-| W Akron,

ng contest in the world’s histery | f h h ¢

will be the “Tational Mid-Winter | i

Horse Shoe Tournament at Lakv |y

Worth, Florida (near Palm Ueach [,

n February. Horse glioe throv,ers [ !0
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Boy CRAMPION 7 M25..).E. FRANCISGO, WoMAN CHAMPION

World's | large entries in, the women's tour-
 nament and also in that for boys’
e com-
sosser; | petitors and ‘many others have
ampion of | signified their intentiont of being
Western stars will ¢om-
of shami, Fla.; Eete with experts from the New
zland -and Central states, 1n
d United States will o ovér tho

> -chumps, including | Unite
! gmo Pnabct

Loren | Assn. will hold their annual meet
Yrundege, Spencer [at Lake Worth at the same m.
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