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SMART Nl

(A Short Story)

By RICHARD HILL WILKINSON

It looked to me like a pre
hopeless case and I said so. I

“That’s because you ain't a'
detective,” Moriarty said.
“Thank the Lord!” I told him.
"See that!” he said, pointing
150 the marks made ‘
1n the soft earth.
YeSure” I said. “I've been look-
INg at it for a couple of hours.
“So've you and nine other
pers. So what? Jack Newbury is!
still dead and the killep’s still at
large and you're stuck as to how
to catch him.”

“That's the imprint of a Brim
stone tire,” said Moriarty., “We
know that whoever killed New-
bury brought him here in an au.
tomobile and left him, figuring |
the body wouldn't be discovered

by a tire'

N —— - a—
tty | @nd find the body.”

. and

cop-,

for weeks. He figured wrong. He
forgot that the hunting season |
was opsn and that a couple o
sportsmen might happen along

——

“Smart,” I said. “Where do we|
go ficm here? I don’t im-:lainsl
there's wmore than 10,000 auto
mobiles in the city of Hayden
surrounding country using
Brimstone tires.”

“W:ll, we know the automo-
bile was blue,” said Moriarty.
“See that tree. The car scraped
it and rubbed some of the paint
off.”

“My, my.,” I saidsnreastically.
“Blue's such an unusual color.
I'll bet not more than 5,000 of
those 10,000 cars using Brim-
stone tires w:re painted blue.”

The next morning the murder
was spread all over the front
pages of the papers. I read the
account and discovered that Mo-
riarty had becn holding out on
me. The son - of - a - gun! He
had checked up and discovered
that there was only one parti-
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Hickory Logs
Effective immediately our prices are increased to:
NO. 1 LOGS — $50.00 PER 1000 FEET
NO. 2 LOGS — $27.50 PER 1000 FEET
BRING YOUR HICKORY NOW!

Can use any quantity delivered between now and

Hickory Fibre Co.

Quarterly Yearly Benefit ||
Wne to Ten Years ________ . 40 $ 50.00
“Ten to Twenty-Nine Years .20 .80 100.00 ||
Thirty to Rifty Years ____ .40 1.60 100.00 ||
Fifty to Sixty-five Years .- .60 2.40 100.00
Wanted

Residence: Dial 3661

Dr. D. E. Hightower

Veternarian

announces the opening of his office in West Jefferson at

Farmeré Supply Co.

Office: Dial 3201

| How many blue Qhalmers of that

Many Guests At

Healing Springs

j Thumas S. Johnsten, Jefferson;| Mrs. J. K. Wharton and daugh-

Sidney Gambill, Pittsburg, Pa.; all of Galax, Va.; Mr. and Mrs
Rowayto, |[ P. V. Breaeman, Statesville and

Miss Mr. and Mrs. Richard Griggs,
West J:fferson.

Mr. and M:s. B. L. Mauney. ter, Nancy, Raleigh; Miss Betiy | Cornelia Spoelstra,
Taylorsville; Mr. and Mrs. Bax- Ruth Shepherd. Crumpl:r; Ho-! Conn.: Fred J. Roberts, |
ter Hayes, Taylorsville; Mr. and: mer Williams, New Hope. ! Grace Bishop, Miss Lelia Bishop, |

Gu.ets at Healing Springs Ho-
tel last week include the follow-|
ing: Rev. and Mrs. L."D. Ussery,
Mouth of Wilson, Va.; Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Osberne, Mr. arel Mrs. |
Irsac Duncan, Mr. and Mrs. J.|
G. Greene and son. Robert. |
Gwyn Gambill, and Mr. and Mrs. |
M. F. Rhodes, all of North|
Wilkesboro; Mr. and Mrs. Roland |
Pope, Claremont; Mr. and Mrs. |
Doyt Owens, Statzsville. |

Marvin Sasser, Frances Sasser, |
Clinton Sasser and P. D. Watts,
Indian Trail; Mr. and Mrs. Ira|
T. Johnston and Mr. and Mrs.

cular year that the Brimstone
people made tires bearing the
pattern that was found in the
imprint near the body. And tha?
yvear the Chalmers automobile
company had equipped all their |
cars with Brimstones. The order
was a big on: and, coming unax- |
pectedly as it did, the Brimstone |
people weren't able to meet the
demvands of retail dealers. Henee, |
in that particular year only Chal- |
mers cars had Brimstone tiree,|
and most all of that model were |
blue. |

It was easy, of course, to find
out all the blue Chalmers of that
vear that were registered in and |
around Hayden. It narrowed 1he’|
list of possible suspects down |
to 250. !

Even so, the next time I sawl‘
Moriarty I snorted at him. “You’-
ve got a fat chance of collecting‘
this guy,” 1 said. “Suppose he
came from out of town? which |
is likely. Suppose he came from |
Deiroit or some place like that?

vear do you thhk are register-
ed in Detroit? Oh. my! Or sup-
pose he borrowed the car or
stole it or something?”

“Wis've aweady got the guy,”
he said.

We went into the inspecto®s
ofifice. The inspector was there
and two other coppers that 1
knew fairly well. We sat down
and waited and pretty soon a
couplz of plain-clothes guys
came in bringing a big husky,
good looking chap with them.
The husky was mad and indig-
nant. He yellet a lot about this
being an outrage and that sont
of thing, but vou could see he
wasn't quite sure of himself.

None of the coppers said a
word. They just sat around and
stared at him. Pretty soon the
husky stopped yelling and look-
¢d from one face to flle other.
and yvou could see he wasscared.
I felt sorry for him.

He asked in a quiet voice what
they’d brought him here for.]
and the inspector said for the
murder of Jack Newbury, andl
opened up his desk drawer anai
took out a hammer and laid it|
on his desk.

“This was the hammer that
killed Newbury,” he said. “We
found it in the tool-kit of your
car. Your fingerprints are on it.”

The husky stared at the ham-
mer a minute and then leaped
out of his chair with a yell and
began running wildly for the
door.

“We figured he'd br oa'kl
like that” Moriarty told
me later. “You have to try dif-
ferent systems on different guys.
This one was easy.”

“Smarnt, arzn't you?” I said.
“New tell me how you did it?”

“Why, it was easy,” said Mo-
riarty. It was that Brimstone tire
mark. We simply gave out the
story that the Brimstone peo-
ple only made tires with fhat
pattern for a particular year and
that Chalmers automobiles of
that year were equipped with
theam. Blue Chalmers. Then we
waited.”

“Waited for what?” I said.
“You mean that story you gave
out wasn't true?”

Moriarty shruggszd. “I dunno.
We gave it out anyway, and the
papers printed it. Then we kept
our eyes on all the paint shops
around, and after awnile a guy
with a blue Chalmers with Brim-
stcne tires that fitted the pat-

tern came in to have his car
painted. And that’s how we hap-
pened to pick up this jigger,”
he grinned.
“Smart, aren't vou?” I snort-
ed.
“Yeah,” said Moriary.
And we both grinned.
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MODEL 1150

| the finest, most modern Refrigerato?
you've ever seen. With Super Locker,
Pres-Toe Automatic Door, Swing'r
Crisp'rs, and many more exclusive
new features Never Seen Before.
From Top to Toe it offers more stor-
age, more features, more EXTRA con-

IT OPENS STAYS OPEN CLOSES
PRES-TOE AUTOMATIC DOOR

With both hands full, a touch of the toe to chrome
foot pedal — ond door opens. Put your food in
— fill your hands again, another touch of toe to
pedal, and door closes as you walk away —
AUTOMATICALLY

venience for only pennies more. See

it to:oy. " EASIEST
- TERMS

MODEL 1130

Here's giant, 11 cu. ft, storage from
Top to Toe, with exclusive new Touch-
A-Tap Cold Water, Swing'r Crisp'r,
Butt'ry and all the other New Gibson
convenience features. Designed to
fill your every need in a Refrigerator
— Yours for only pennies a day.

$344%  EASIEST
TERMS

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, FOR YOUR HEALTH
TOUCH-A-TAP COLD WATER

Cool, clear water at your finger tips day or night.

Saves water, ice cubes, refrigerator space — NEVER

NEEDS REFILLING

BUTT'RY
Keeps a pound of butter, sweet, and easy to spread.
Built into the door at convenient height,

MODEL 1100

l Your greatest value in extra large 11
cu. ft. Refrigerators. Full-width, full
view interior and cold Top to Toe
with famous Gibson Freez'r Locker,
Fresh'ner Shelf combination, Swing'r
Crisp'r, and many more new features
for '50. To get the most cold storage
for your pennies, ask to see this
beautiful Gibson Refrigerator, todayl

$299%  EASIEST
TERMS

SWING'R CRISP'RS

Super Market Swing'r Crisp'rs — swing out ot a
finger towuch. Move easily to your work space
Keep fryits and vegetables always moist and crisp.

-~

MODEL 890

Everything for your family in this big
handsome 8 cu. ft. box. From the
Freez'r Locker and Fresh'ner Shelf, to
the big, full-width Tilt Bin for dry
storage, this Gibson Refrigerator has
more features for extra convenience,
more storage for exitra valve than

“eoggrs  EASIEST

COLD FROM TOP TO TOE !
Every bit of space inside the cabinet is refrigerated.
Gives more cold storage in less floor space, for

ﬁv X
%ﬁg MODEL 700
Imagine! — big 7 cu. ft. of refriger-
ated storage in the space of the old
4 or 6 cu. ft. boxes! That's why this
Gibson is big in capacity, big in new
1950 features, and smaller than ever
in price! From Top to Toe, more real
Refrigerator value for your pennies
than ever before. Let us prove it to

EASIEST

o 95 L
189" rerms
GET YOUR FREE PIGGY BANK You May Purchase Our Electri-

Let us demonstrate the new Gibsons for
you — show you how they actually save
pennies every day. Take home a real
Gibson Piggy Bank absolutely FREE.

PR R

cal Appliances On R. E. A. Finance
Plan.

At your service [
at all times
TELEPHONE 2761

Roberts’
Drug Store

GESS FURNITURE STORE

West Jefferson, N. C.

West Jefferson, N. C.

LENOIR, N. C.

SPARTA, N. C. MARION, VIRGINIA
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