GHOST OR HUMAN?
[Exc’ha;age.] \

very one knows that all sallors,
‘even the most inteligent, are
,uiore or less superstitious. This

is the legitimate result of the hfe
. which they lead—Ilonely, monoton-
" ous'and full of the silent but awfal
. influences of the mysterous océan. -
~ It was when I wus first mate of
* the Golden Scud that I was perhaps
_anore forcible impressed with this
‘great fact than ever before. It was
one of those calm, dark nights which
- bring out all the dormant supersti-
410n that has lain awaiting such an
opportunity to torture your mind
_with horrid fancies and hideous se-
~mi-dreams until you are in a fever.
Every familiar coil of rope becomes
a hidden fiend ready to seize and
carry you to its abode, where horror.
 reside too great for the nnagma.tlon
~ to picture.

I bad the midwatch, and a llght
quartering air gave the vessel steer-
age way,but nothing more. There was
4 heavy swell seiting on the port

. bow and causing the ship ‘to rise
_and fall with a regnlar, easy motion,
yet it was heavy enough to make the
stern settle, as the bow rose, with a
doleful fswash, which seemed the
* proper,and fitting sound for such a
 night. The sky was overeast, and
_thick, heavy clauds slowly passed
athwart the moon. The air ‘was
heavy and oppiessive, and a faint
smell of sulplur seemed to faint the
~slow breeze which fanned our brows-

~lively imagination, yet to-night I was
a prey to superstitions dread.
I had walked the deck trying to
calm my excited mind, and afte:
~making a search of the sea with the
. glasses, and having seen. that every
sail was drawing to the best advan-
»  tage, I leanea over the quarter rail
trying to compose myself by thoughts
of home. My brain, however, was in
an' unmangeable state and refused to
- obey me. It would not seitle on any
tanglble horror, but seemed to roam
~over a wide field of horrible thoughts
~7in which corpees kept beckoning to
#me from the water, and then, open-
" ing their mouths as if to speak,
~would disappear, only to be followed
by others of even more hidéous
shape and appearance;
> 1 turned away with ' loathing,
- knowing, that, if I let my mind - rest
. on such fancies; I should become a
¢ glbbermg idiot. I walked forward
0 the break of the poop and fonnd

_-ha.u', stood erect a.nd my Iegs bare-
'upported me. With a mlghty
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| the’ forecastle. : § expla.med ‘_

| ter as best T could interruptec
once in a while by the the de

cal hail. - A ﬂashhght was showf_

It revea]ed nothing, bat only aﬂﬁdﬂ
to the weirdness of the scene, and all
of us felt relleveu when it was ei—ﬂ-
tinguished. Some of the hails were
distinet, but muffled. =~ Others ended.
in that awful gurg]e which chllled*
our blood.

We searched i groups, bemg 8-
frajd to seperate, and gathered cour-
age from each other’s presence.

Every horror that the 1ma.g1natmn
could concoct was snggested by dif-
ferent individuals as a solution. A
Norwegian named-Johnson collapsed
under the strain, and we were forced
to secure him, i

Under such a strain and excite-
menti our minds must either give
way or resume their . normal fune-
tions, = The captain. was the first to

ple. We were organized into small
squads and distributed abont the
vessel to ascertain the exact locality
of the hail. :
The squads which was stationed
aft soon reported that it came from

under the counter, We all rushed

aft, gathering courage from ourj|

namber, and waited silently to hear
the next one, which came soon, al-
though it was rather feeble. The
captain immediately answered the
hail with a hoarse bellowing “Ahoy!™
As the stern voice rose on a swell
the answer came:  “Send me a line!

A bowline was made on the tail of
the main brace lowered over the
stern. For ashort time it hung
limply from the rail, swaying with
the motion of the vessel.

Then it was drawn under thel

stern, and afterashort time it swnng
out_clear’and dangling. On the end
wsa an indistinguishable mass.
Although very dubious in our
minds as to the.object we were about
to haul up, we lay back with a will |-
and soon a human figure was brought

vzd‘eﬁ begweén several m}depedéni: h:it
jea’loua and hostile ~States. AP
with haer msnmne supremacy, her| |}

@tt., archlteewre- and literature, was |

Oh"led and more or less hated hy AL

f.hen‘l all After ‘various, fortunes

Fshe, with the other States of Greece, |
fell under the sway of ‘.ihe Macedon-|

jan Empire. That empire was over-
thrown by the Romnans; and at last,
amid the successive changés of war,
and pea_.ce,. QGreece, with a considera-

ble portion of Southeastern Europe,|

was onquered by the Turks.  That

i . A i
event occurred about five ‘centuries

ago—A. D. 1453-1460.

- Now, after the Tapse of ages, when
her earlier conquerors have disappear-
ed and the latest conquerors have
fallen into decay, Greece, d&nd a con-
stitutional King, reappears in ' the
theatre of affairs;. and who shall say
that out“of the tumult which is per-

plexing the Powers she may not|
enlarge Licr dominion both on land |

and sea, regain Giete and the Aegean
and Ionian Islands and become a
powerful Staté? It is true that the
jealously, the ambision and territor-
ial greed of the Powers would stay
her march and prevent her acquisi-

t:on of any considerable portion of|

Turkey proper. Russia, standing at
the gateway with fleet and army,
would demand the lion’s share of
the spoils. = Nevertheless, in case of
a successful war Greece would nec-
essarily enlarge her boundaries. The
Greeks number about six millions.
They are not, to be sure, all jnclud-
ed within the limits of Greece. They
are scaitered. ‘Some live. o the is-
lands, some in Turkey, in Macedania
and in other ' parts of the 'world.
But they are very proud of the his-
teric land, and with the patriotic
ardor will enlist under its banner
and fight in its cause.

The Greeks of to-day can bardly

over the rail.

It was a man. An aundible, deep
drawn sigh of relief came from all
hands as we clustered around the new
comer, who lay on deck, too weak

A stiff glass of grog revived him
so that he was soon able to answer
the captain’s question of “who  are
you?”

He replied, “I’'m Ole Hansen,
gir,” . -

“Well, what you doing overboard'P
Were you wrecked?”

“No, sir. I fell overboarda from
the forecastle, sir, and canght the’
rudder chains sir!”

“What ship are’ you from?”

“Why, this one; sir, the Golden
Scued.” -

“Why, Mr. Blake,” said the 'cap-f
tain,turning to me, is this one of our
men?”’

I struck 4 match and holdmg\. it
{o the man’ g face 1 recognmed ‘the
well known features of the stnpld-
est, clumsiest lout I ever aaw, ind
.| whom I unfortunately ha.d i m;
watch.

I was almost too dmgusbéd te 16

- By

; I

pl ¥ but 1 managed to aa.y- “'i’es,,alr. .

be called the decendeats of the
Greeks of the classic ages. The
waves of conquest have swept over
their land, and the mingling of the
blood of various races in saccessive
ages has left but an infinitesimal

residue of of pure Greek blood in
their veins; but thc soil of Greece,|

the air, the mountains, the seas that
wash her shore dre all condacive to
intellectual energy, and thé progress
which her sons have made since re-
lieved of the Tarkish yoke shows|
their quality and " suggests a future
full of hope. _

Commnierce and commercial ‘enter-
prise are a henl:age ‘and an . 1instinct
of the Greek." In the earliest htﬁtory
of the country’ as honest merchant

or danng pirate he was aboard in all |

the seas. Even Homer, it is said,

| was probably “a considerable share-
- | bolder in the joint stock privateers

from tenedos.” ' Let = Greece realize|

her - ‘aspirations. Let her < become|

possessed of the G;eek Ia}ands let

'her boundaries become enlaroe& on
 Live mamlands, and she would with-|

| out donbt, dev,elop into . a nmr'f
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