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10 THE PRESENT CONGRESS

The President Makes Many Rec-
ommendations to Congress Con-
cerning the Country’s Needs in the
Way of Legislation.

The message of President Roese-
velt to the second session of the
sixtieth Congress as read in both
houses was in substance as follows;

To the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives:

The financial standing of the Na-
tion at the present time is excellent,
and the financial management of the
Nation’s interests by the Government
during the last seven years has
shown the most gsatifactory Tresults.
But our currency system is imper-
fect, and it is earnestly to be hoped
that the Currency Commission ;will
be able to propose a thoroughly kood

systemz which will do away with the
existing defects,

During the period from July 1,
1901, to September 30, 1908, there
‘was an increase in the amount of
monnev in circulation of . $902,991,
399. The increase in the per capita
during this period was $7.06. Within
this time there were several occa-
sions when it was necessary for the
Treasury Department te come to the
relief of the money market by pur-
chase or redemptions of TUnited
States bonds; by inecreasing deposits
in national banks; by stimulating
additional issues of national bank
notes, and by facilitating importa-
tions from abroad of gold. Our im-
perfect curreney system has made
these proceedings necessary, and they
were effective until the monetary
disturbances in the fall of 1907 im-
mensely increased the difficulty of
ordinary methods of relief. By the
middle of November the available
working balance in the Treasury had

been reducey to approximately $5,-

000,000. Clearing house associations
thorughout "the country had been
obliged to resort to the expedient of
issuing clearing house certificates to
be used as money. In this emergenecy
it was determined to invite sub-
seriptions for $50,000,000 Panama
Canal bonds, and $100,000,000 three
per cent certificates of indebtedness
authorized by the act of June 13,
1898. It was proposed to re-deposit
in the national banks the proceeds: of
these issues, and to permit their
use as a basis for additional?ecirculat-
ing notes of national banks. The
mora] effect of this procedure was so
great that it was necessary to issue
only $24,631,980 of the Panama
Canal bonds and $15,436,500 of the
certificates of indebtedness.

Continuing on th# subject of fi-
nances, the hope is expressed that the
Currency Commission may report a
measure that will meet fully the needs
of the country.

In the matter of corporations, the
President uses this significant lan-
guage: _

‘“ As regards the great corporations
engaged in interstate business, and

especially the railroads, I can only

repeat what I have already again
and again said in my messages to

the Congress. I believe that under.

the interstate clause of the Consti-
tution z_l;p : United “Btates has*com-
plete. and parameunt:right to control
all agencies of interstate commaerce,
and I beliegg,that the National Gov-
ernment alone can exercise this right
with wisdom and effectiveness so as
both to 'secure justice from, and to
do justice te, the great corporations
which are the most important factors
in modern business. I believe that
it is worse than fol'» *- attempt to
prohibit 21l combinations as is dona
by the Sherman anti-trust, beecause
such a law'ean be enforced only im-
perfectly and unequally, and its en-
forcement works almost as much
hardship as good. I strongly advocate
that instead of an unwise effort to
prohibit all combinations, there shall
be substituted a law which shall ex-
pressly permit combinations _which

are in ‘the interest-of the public, but

shall at the same time give to some

agency of the National de__erm.n?nt
full power of confrol and supervision
over them. One of the chief featu;'es
of this econtrol .should be, securing
entire publicity in all matters which
: ow, and

the public has a right to kg_b _an
furthermore, the power, not by judi-

cial but by executive action, to pre:
vent or put a stop to every form of
improper favoritism or other wrong:-

doing. N

It is very

|
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. ;bnsjness ;
 policies that would be fraught with

{ destruection of one of the most essen-

earnestly to be wished
that our people, through their rep-
resentatives, should aet in this mat-
. ter., It is hard to say whether most |§

governmental power in a way which
would do injustice and wrong to the
corporations. Both th epreachers of
an unrestrieted individualism, and the
preachersh of an oppression whie

the just reward of their initiative and
sagacity, ~_are . advecatis

the gravest harm to the whole coun-
try. To permit every lawless capital-
™, every law-defying corporation, te
take any action, no matter how ini-
puitous, in the effort to secure an im-
proper progt and to build up privi-
lege, would be ruinous to the Republie
and would mark th abandonment of
the effort to secure in” the industrial
world the spirit of democratic fair-
dealing. On the other hand, to attack
these wrongs in that spirit of dema-
gogy which ean see wrong only when
committed by the man of wealth, and
is dumb and blind in the presence of
wrong committed against men of
property or by men of no property,
is exaectly as evil as eorruptl yto de?
fend the wrongdoing of men of
wealth.  The war we wage must be
waged agninst misconduet, against
wrongdoing wherever it is found; and
we must stand heartily for the rights
of every decent man, whether he be a
man of great wealth or a8 man who
earns his livlihood as a wage-worker
or a tiller of the soil.

The railwavs of the country should
be put completely under the Inter-
state, Commerce Commission and re-
moved from the domain of the anti-
trust law. The power of the Com-
mission should be thoroughgoing, so
that it could exercise complete super-
vision and control over the issue of
securittes, as well as over the rais-
ing and lowering of rates. As re-
gards rates, at least, this power
should be summary.”’ . _
He continuej by.pointing out that
great harm may result to the general
public by too stringent attempt to
suppress all corporate aggregations,
regardless of whether or not they
obey the law. In other words, he
sets up the argument that under our
modern business conditions some
combinations of capital are neces-
sary, but that the executive depart-
ment of the government should hold

these wunder the most rigid over-
sight.

On the question of labor the Pres-
ident says that sonfe legislation look-
ing to the protection of employves. and
the regulation of the hours of labor,
as well as the complete suppression
of child labor, is now imperative.
He geplores the stand taken by some
labor leaders upon the legislation
needed, saying that to attempt to en-
act such,daws would be to bring abont
elass legislation of the rankest kind.

tack upon the courts of the land by
some leaders of labor. His message
is particularly strong in urging the
enactment of laws looking to the pro-
tection from injury of all laborers
employed in hazardous work.

At the last election certain leaders
of organized labor made a violent and
sweeping attack upon the entire judi-
ciary of the counry, an attack couch-
ed in such terms ag to incltide the

ed judges, no less than these of nar-
rower mind and more restricted out-
look. It was the kind of attack ad-
mirably fitted to prevent any success-
ful attempt to reform abuses of the
judiciary, because it gave the cham-
pions of the unjust judge their eager-
ly desired opportunity to shift their
grounj into a championship of just
' judges who were unjustly - assailed.
Last year, before the House Commit-
tee on the Judiciary, these same labor
leaders formulated theid demands.
‘specifying the bill that contained
them, refusing all compromise, stat-
ing they wished the principle of that
biﬁ or nothing. They insited on a
rovision that in a labor dispute no
injunction should issue ~xcept to pro-
tect a property right, and specifically
provided that the right to earry on
business shculd not be construed as a
property right; and in a second.pro-
vision their bills made legal in a
labor-dispute any act or agreement by
or between two or more persons that
| woulq not have been unlawful if done
by a single person. In other words,
thig bill legalized blacklisting and
boycotting in every form, legalized,
for instance, those forms of the see-
ondary boyecott which the anthracite
coal strike commission so unreserved-

the law throws over property.

authority of the courts.

tial functions of the judieiary in all
civilized lands. | _ '

The protection of our forests angd
the conservation of our natural re-
sources, as well as the most spetdy

* damage to the country at large would
~eome frem entire failute on the part
of the publie to supervise anthoat;ol _mnﬁeat ap
the actions of the great eorporations,

rivers ang harbors

or from the exercise of the necessary I

would deny to able ‘men of business |

Also he deplores the apparent at-

most upright, honest and broad-mind- |’

ly condemned; while the right to ear-
ry on a business was explicitly taken
out from under that protection Wl’;ﬁﬁh

e
| demand was made that there should
be trial by jury in contempt ecases,
‘thereby most seriously imparing the
All of this
represented a course of policy which,
if carried out, would mean the en-
thremement of class privilege in its
erudest and most brutal form, and the

and ‘intelligent improvement of our
“meets with the

3 f et

blinded to the future by desire to
make money in every way out af
the present, sometimes speak as if
no great damage would be done by

ests.. It is diffienlt to have patience

already. crossed the verge of a timbar
famine in this country, and to meas-
ures that we now take ean, at lenst
for many years, undo the mischief
that has alresdy been Jone. But we
can. prevent further misclief being
done; and it would be ir the highest
degree reprehensible to let any eon-
sideration of temporary convenien :2
or temporary cost interefere with
such aection, especially as regards the
National Forests which 'the nativn

con now, at this very moment cua-
trol.

It is pointed out that our nation
18 doing practieally nothing to foster
education. This i1s deplored.

_ The Indian agencies are 'fast be-
ing abolished, and thus these wards
of the government are being taken
from the realm of aetive politicians
and put under the management of
competent administrators who come
under the civil service.

The President declares that

¢“Action should be begun forth-
with, during the ‘present session of
the Congress for the improvement of
our inland waterways—action which
will result in giving us not only nav-
igable but navigated rivers. We
have spent hundreds of millions of
dollars upon these waterways, yet
the traffic on nearly all of them is
steadily declining. A This condition i
the direet result of the absence o
any comprehensive and far-seeing
plan of waterway improvement. Ob-
viously we can not continue thus te
expend the revenwes of the Govern-
ment without return. It is poor bus-
iness to spenq money for inland navi-
gation unless we get it.”’

He also advocates the setiing apart
of the Appalachian and Whire Moun-
tain National Parks, and the re-for-
esting of worn-out lands.

The establishment of both postal

savings banks and the parcels post
are advocated. It is suggested that
these may be begun in a small way
at first on trial, and their gcope en-
larged as they prove successful, or
abolished if, after trial, they prove
a failure.

. The coming federal census should
be under the management of ecivil
service rules and should be taken by
civil service employes.
It is urged that the government
printing office be placed under .the
department: 6f Confmeree -and Labor.
It is highly advisable that - there
should ‘be intelligent action on the
part of the Nation on the question'of
preserving the health of the eountry.
To this end every encouragement and
aig should be extended to the board
‘of publiec health. «
The President strongly urges th
immediate admjssion into statehood
of both New Mexico and AriZona.

In relation to foreign affairs the
message says:

. ‘“This Nation’s foreign policy is

1 based on the theory that right must

be done between nations precisely
as between individuals, and in our
actions for the last ten years we have
in this matter proven our faith bv
our deeds. We have behaved, and
are behaving, towards other nations,
as in private life an honorable man
would behave towards his fellows.”

We have a good trade with the
Latin-American republics, and should
foster and enlarge it.

‘Regarding the Philippines, the pro-
gress of the natives under our gov-
ernment  has- been wonderful. In
Porto Rieo also our influence has been
felt towards progress in every way.

Regarding Hawaii the message
says:
¢“1 eall particular attention to the

of those islands is apparent, and the

ever been better perfor@d

erican people.”’ |

sible is the aim to be sought.

of Mz, Boosevelt.
pétsons, or pergons

‘-'. T
o d

the reckless destruetion of our for-|

with the arguments of these persons.
Thanks fo our own ‘recklessness in the}. °
ing | use ‘of ‘our splendid forests we have|

Territory of Hawaii. The importance

need of improving their condition and
developing their resources is urgent.”’
'¢“‘The work on the Panama Canal
is being done with a speed, efficiency
and entire devotion to duty, which
‘make ‘it a model for all work of the
| kind. No task of such magnitude has
ever before been undertaken by any
nation; and no task of the kind has
: The
men on the Isthmus, from Colonel
Goethals and his fellow commissioners
through the entire list of employees
who are faithfully doing their duty,
have won their right to the ungrudg-
ing respeet and gratitude of the Am-

The army and the national guard
should have the best of attention at
the hands of Congress. Some changes
are advised, in the light of recent ex-
perienees. The highest effictency pos-

The navy should be strengt_héned

the North Atlantic fleet around the
world has been highly suecessfal and
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, Congressional Summary. .
The business of both houses of
Congress was confined largely to list-

dent’s annual message but in- addi-
tion a few bills were introduced both
in the Senate and the House and in
the House a number of bills was sent
to conference, among them being one
providing for a new immigration sta-
tion in Boston. :

In addition, the Speaker announeced
the apointment of Mr. Higgins, of
Connecticut, to a place on the com-
mittee on the judiciary, in place of
Mr, Littlefield and of Mr. Martin to
a place on -the committee on Indian
affairs in place of Mr. Parker, de-
ceased. TRt Tk O

For the first time during the present
Congress there was a eall of the com-
mittees of the House but no measure
was reported by any of them.” =~
~ The miscellaneous work.of the Sen-
ate consisted in the main of the ref-
erence in exeeutive session of about
1,500 recess nominations, which were
sent to the Senate by the President,
and the adeption of resolutions of re-
gret on aceount of the death of mem-
bers of the House wheo have passed
away since the adjournment last May.
The Senate adjourned for the day at
2 o’clock and the House at 2:35.

Census Bill Passed.

F}n' nearly five hours the House of
Representatives considered. the bill
providing for the taking of the thir-
teenth and subsequent decennial cen-
suses, and passed it without material
change. From the very outset of the
debate it became evident that the
progress of the measure toward pas-
sage would be impeded.

Pensions iy Senate.

The session of the Senate was
chiefly devoted to the formal presen-
tation of departmental reports and
the introduction of bills.” The re-

time to time and the bills num})ering
352 were chiefly for.the granting of
pensions.

American Railway Company Asks
For a Charter.

Hawkinsville, Ga., Special—Char-
ter was applied for by a local attor-
ney on behalf of interested parties
| for a charter for ¢‘The American
| Railway Company,’”’ which proposes
building a line from Abbeville, Ga.,
to Winehester, in Macon eounty, Ga.,
via Hawkinsville and Grovania. The

State. It will tap the Seaboard at
Abbeville and the Gulf line at Haw-
kinsville. Work will begin at once,
it is stated. "
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Bees Laxative Cough ~ Syrup al-
colds, hoarseness, whooping - éough
and bronchial} and

is gently laxative.

ery home.

Morris’ Brug Store. -
The Evacuation of Cuba.

gin ‘of January st and will Be
pleted by April 1st. (.. =

by the immedidte econstruction o e : SR
four battleships of the largest and| “If yon gre a sufferer from that
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ening to the reading of the Presi- griculture to the need of the Fed-

.reserves in the White motntains and

‘emphasis nupon the ability of the gen-

ports. have been made public from | of law for the general welfare of

‘proposed road will traverse one of
the richest farming sections of the

- | story -tenement at 330°' Sixty-third -
Pope Pius Blesses Mr. Taft and His 3

Rome, By Cable.—Pope Pius bless-
ed President-elect Taft and his fam-
The blessing was declared in
the presence of Archbishop Glennin,
of St. Louis, who told the Pope that
he had received a letter from Taft
'in which the President-eleet express-
ed cordial friendship for the Catho-
lics. ~The Pope received the news
with unfeigned delight and pronoune-
ad the blessing upon Taft and family.

ways brings ‘quick relief to coughs,

throat trouble.
Mothers especially recomended it-for
children, as it is pleasant to take, It
Should be in ev-
Guaranteed. Sold by

Washington, Spécial—At the War
Department the first details regard-
ing the withdrawal from Cuba of
the American army of pacifieation,
 which has been on duty -there since
the fall of 1906, were made known.

The movements of the troops will be-*
com-

} form for malaria, chills, and fever,

o B

e
ing benafitted we can safely qay that |
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Washington, Special—A distin- "
guished assembly of witnessed tes-
tified before the House committee on.

eral government, establishing forest

in the Southern Appalachians. It
marked the opening of the fight in !
this session of Congress for the erea- .
tion of -these reserves to profect the
navigability of navigable streams, a
purpose which the committee conced-

ed is eonstitutional. = .

Besides Governor Guild, of Massa-
chusetts, -who was the spokesman
until he was compelled to leave the
city and turn his duties over to Col.
William S. Harvey, of Philadelphia,
Governors  Chamberlain, of Oregon;
Ansel, of South Carolina;; Foke Smith -
¢f Georgia, and Johnson, of Minne-
sota, former Governors George E. .
Pardee, of California, and Blanchard,
of Louisiana, and Dr. Edward Ever- '
ett Hale, chaplain .of the Senate, were
among thsoe who appeared. - Chair-
man Seott, of the committee, said the
committee appreciated the publie
sentiment in favor of the project but
that ‘the problem of obtaining the
desired end was diffietilt.
Representative Scott explained that
the House committee on the.judieiary
had questioned the econstitutionality
of action on the part of . Congress
looking toward the purchase of land
for the conservation of forests, what-
ever it!might do toward protecting
the navigability of the streams of the
country. -

Governor Guild, in responding, laid

eral government to undertake pro-
jects for the general welfare of the
country, saying the appeal come i
from all quarters of the nation. :
It is probably the first time in his-
tory that the Governor of 'South Car-
olina and the Governor of Massachu- -
setts have joined hand in hand to ap-
peal to Congress for the endctment

the United States,’”” said Governor
Guild, as he bowed to Governor An-
sel. of the Southern State.

President Van Hise took the posi-
tion that the peculiar rapidity of
erosion in the Southern Appalachian
mountains necessitated the establish-
ment of a reserve there, for the pres-
ervation of the navigability of the
streams and the proteetion ef the
harbors. He gave it as hig opinion
that the gerucial area to be purchased
was the lower slopes of the mountains
where the inelines are so steep and
erosion so rapid that their use for
agriculture is less important than the
preservation of the streams.

o

Nine Injured by Bomb.

" New Yor
the roof to

pecial.—Creeping over
n airshaft in the five-
s;%oet, a Black Hand agent dropped
a’‘bomb to the ground. The explosion
that resulted was terrifie. The walls
of the building reeled and tottered,
almost falling, and every _ window
within a block or more was shattered.
Nine people in the building and in
the street were injured by ‘the ex- -
plosion of the bomb, some of them
seriously, although it is not thought
that any of them will die. "It was a
miracle that no one was killed out-
right. -The police are investigating + -
the case and they have come to the
¢onclusion that the bomb dropping - '
was the work of the same Black
Hand agent who three years ago kid-
napped the small son of an Italiam .
banker, who owns and, ocenpies a part °
of the building, and that the motive
was revenge, the banker having re-
fused to ransom his 'son. The<bomb-
thrower made good his eseape, but the '
police believe that they have elues
which may lead to his capture, or pos-
| sibly. to the breaking up of a Black
Hand gang. SR g
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|" Wood’s Liver gedlc'int in

regulates the liver, kidneys. 2
der; brings quick. relief  to: Dili
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