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THE CONSTITUTION.
How, When and ﬁy Whom It
Was Adopted,

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

To Be Held in Philadelphia Sept.
15, 16 and 17,

History of the Movemont Leading to the
Adoption of the Documents==Iortraits
of Som#é af the Men Who ITad o IMand
in Its Preparation and Whe Toolk IPart
in the Adopting Convention.

Popyrighted by the Amurican Press Assocmtion
repders nre alreads apprised of the
‘ﬁ?ﬁrﬂlht it B propodxd to hold a contenmial
pelebintion of Ha adoption of the con-titu-
tion of tho Uuited Stutes, in Philndelpiia on
thio 15tk 166D el 178k of Beptember,  Not all
who know this are fuunling with the causcs
that led wp tothe adoption of the cousti-
tution and the histofy of the movement.
One huundred  yvears ago liwere was no
Dnitad States Of America. There was 1o
nation on this ecoutinent—only  English,
Fravich, Bpanish and Portuzness colonices
from Hudsou’s bay to the o de La Plutn
was in this country no president, no
no séngts and no nafional tressury;
mtfiu‘rr&:!i'@“t-, no power to creste
A national revepyie, uwo muthority to secure
union at home and respect abroad.  Fven the
piratieal Barbary stales sueered at the talk of
can power. The contribution box wns
passed Sunday aftor Sunday in New England
Mor meafz to rauvsom Americaas
sailors in Algerian captivity. The last—the
defini reaty of peace had Leen signed at
Versail Hept. &, 1755, and the arny had
been disbanded  with_a mere fraction of its
‘pay. None of the trenties regognized the ox-
:enco of a new mation—the indepewlence
voreiguty of thirtesn colonies, cach by
8, werd, separitely ackunowledgel.  The
public they were stemldily dectining, the
worn sollier of liberty sought his desolated
home with, only wounds and glory for his
y. XNot because the country was poor—it
admittedly rich in resources thao could
soon be converted into eash—but there was
no central power; there wers thirtevyy sepa-

rately ‘soversignties Louwd  to-
getlber onl ¥

gue something which

could not be en & charter of uunion, was
Mﬂﬁ&cﬂuﬁdvmti—m, and searcely
A1 title ol & league or compact.

Eath state had its owu army, its «ap
®urrency and banking systew, its own come-
mercinl marine, its own system of sl

' amd, above all, its own system
w&.mm state tarifling aguinst
o short, each state held in jtself

tho completa power of the sword and the
% A T_ Iy 5 ~mpdngiate of the

e s % ar and at such

and

The system
1 4o united provinces, and was
meuited to a'confederation in which
of asingle state was greater than
that of the Netherlands,

* Thero hnd been three governments—(olo-
1, Revolutionagy or Coutinental, and Con-
bad ended in revo-
flying to- British
ships and the people seizing the power; the
Continental began to take form in ¢be first
gongress at Philadelphia, September, 1774,
but could not bLe enlled complete (if it nll) till
& fow weeks after the Decluration of Inde-
pendence; and it expired peaceally in Maveh,
1981, when the last state (Maryland) acoesded
to the Articles of Confederrtion, nnd the con-
resy then in session at once proveclsd to
wct under its new powers.  The Coloninl had
expired in revolation aund the Continental luud
grown slowly into the Confedernted; and
pow the Confederation was dying of dry rot.
mly had power to “request” of the states;
h 80 sige. reguisition was met with
mee umtil, on Nov. 1, 1784,
mounced that he coukl pay
a0 Inte: ny foreign Joans and a very
small of the domestic clnims, and
that he saw no way of securing n revenue
the Confederation—then resigned his
‘a8 superintendent of the finances ina

tong that secmed like a wail of despair.

iyl INDEPEXDENCE HALL.
“ Al these years, however, the spivit of
; was growing fast. There had been
from the first a’ few who could “think cop-
ginentally,” as thg pbrase wus. They saw in
gatriotic fancy a‘time when all this country
mld form “an empire of free republics io-
solulily united.” Most active among these
were Washington, Hamilton, . Madison,
mr Morris and Geu. Philip Schuy-
- Thy bad many ardent supporters; but
E-I-' L of wmankind asquaturally decentrali-
40 citizen stands for bis neigh-
agninst the next neighborhood, for his
Uil s the state; ho loves .n'ls awn
stafe, and it i= not till it bocowes truly great
that Lis beart swells with pride at thougnt of
Rl nation” The states’ rights principle in our
& is one that needs little cultivation—
1 ;ﬁ_jntq.l}ipnt direction. So the “Strouz
[Government Whigs" as they bLogan to Le
galled, worked cauticusiy. « Every schoolboy
wa the repeated diflicaltiocs Washington
» appealed for a stronger central
wer, how often ho bad to_literally beg the
state quthorities to stan® Ly bim. And if
the Joecal feeling has more han once proved
strong within the memory of living mei,
jat must it have been when as yet no glori-
asemories clustered about the general
govermment, when thers was but a vague
_ Pror of union, but an ideal nation?
evertheless, there were a few conditious
made Americans one people. Though
“fu adverse interests nt intervals
" stretching over 120 yoars, with forms of gov-
ermmugnt varying from the extreme of pro-
yship to the extreme Democracy of
m&ml Rbode Islaml, represonting
ot least six great Lranches of Christinuity,
i extremely diverse social and industiial
conditions, the colonies still bad muny more
points of resemblance than of difference.

Ahieir sovoregguties, the states; how |

They all had the same language and substah-
tinlly the sama literatore; they all elzimed
the liberties of Englishmen and judged cuses
upon the principles of the English commeon
law: they were alli planted by men who
longwdl for a largor liberty, and were all
swayed by the same necessitics as against
wild nature and the Indians, and most of all,
perhaps, the native born Americnns were
similarly transformed from the Earopean
type Ly brenthing the air and seizing npon
the opportunitics of a new continent.  The
result was apparent in this: the animosities
of the Seventeenth contury between Puritan
and Quaker, md Yankee and Dutehnan]
Protestant amd  Catliolic had  yielded so
rapidly that in the middle of the Eighteenth
century but a trace remained; Catholic
Charles Carroll, Liberal S»phen Hoplins
and  Froe ~Thinking Yuvitany  Franklin
joined i the poblic levotions withous
hesitation, amd the new comer from Europe
remarkad with amazewent that there was
already the one Aweriean typo, with loeal
varintions less than marked the conutivs of
Englad, from Boston to Savannah. While
the Lincolushireman still aughed at tlie
“babble” of the Cormishman, snd both of
them regatided the Yorkshireman as au “out-
languidged vurrnwr.” it was but barely pos-
sible and seliom thaty in the continental con-
gress to distingaish the accenis of the Geor-
gian and the Bostonian, The written lan-
gunge was alsolutely one, the most acute
eritic cannot decide by the internal evidence
in which coluny any document of that time
was produced.  The smne books were read,
aml oftem exchnngwd the length of n conti-
nent, and at the foot of the Blue Ridze as at
thes Borul of the Hudson were many men like
Medizon and JefTerson, of powoerful intellects
and of vast and varied reading, The Awer-
jcans were one far more truly than the Eng-
lish of that day and smore than the English
aml Scotch now are.

MOVEMENT FOR A GENERAL GOV-
EANMENT.

It is not possilile to .rlr:ni,-,;l-. a1y exact date to
the movement for rgeneral govermaent -3t
was it the nir.  In 1685 the three New Eng-
lamd colouies joined in o short lived confed-
erney ngninst the Indisms and the Dateh. In
1658 n common movement against the six
nations of Indiuns united all the colonies but
South Carolina,  The attempt of James 11 to
restrict colonial liberties led to temporary
unions, but the British revelution of 106582
Lrought n Willinm and Mary, who restored
tho colomial chinrters.  John Locke then drew
up a planfor a cap-
tain genernl and
one assembly for
all the colonies, but
parlinment refusal
to consider it. In
1697 William Penn
(in England) pro-
posed a congress of
two members from
cach eolony, bnt
the ministry of that
day refused it In
1754 Benjamin
Franklin drewupa BEN. FRANKLIN.
very good plan of confederation, but could
pot get it considerad. In 1765 nine colonies
were represented in o conference at New
York. Finally, on the 5tk of September, 1774,
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jok wns frresistible till ‘the declaration of
dence, July 4 1774 p

Itis not ensy to defing the powers of the

Contiuental eongress, they ware so augmentod

by necessity nnd so.sapplemented by the

coloninl legislatures and local committees of

§' Iphia, and _tiercafter the tendency oward

safety, which excrcised almost despotic
powers, The movement for o hetter organ:
izl government was already in progress
Tomn Paine issued his brilliant pamplilet in
favor of & nationnl govermmwent, sud Alex-
ander Homiltoy warmly scconded Paine's
argument i many ltters and addresses.
Paine was a revolutionist, Hamilton an or-
ganizer; Washington followed as the mod-
erator. He flrst ventured to use the word
“ampive,” meaning, as subsequent letters
show, an “empire of republics.” After tak-
ing command of the army he often urged the
members to consider “that power and weight
which onght of right to belong only to the
whole.” Wour years he continued to nrge a
gtronger central power, and in March, 1779,
wiote to George Mason, of Virginia: *1
lament the futal policy of the states cmiploying
theirablest men at home., How useless to put
in fine order thesmallest partsof a clock unless
the great spring whieh is to set the whole iu
motion is well attended to.

their country.” Yet it took the congress two
yenrs to complete the articles of confedera-
tion nud nearly two more to get them sanc-
tioned by all the states, only to find them in-
efficient within six months after their
adoption, :

On the 1st of March, 1781, the delegates
from Maryland subscribpd the articles; on the
secoud it was taken for granted that the new
govenunent was in fores, and within the
month several members complained of the
want of suflicient powers. On the 106,
James Madison introduced anew clause, that
the states should give congress the power to
compel a recalcitrant state to perform its
obligatiors. ©n the 2d of May it was re-
ferred to n committee of one from each state]
on the 20th of July they reporteda substi-
tute, that congress might in time of war Iay
an embargoe for sixty days awl nume receivers
of public money, after it lad been collected
by state officers. On the same day Edmund
Randolph presenied the resolutions of the
Virginia legislature, that congress “‘ought
to have more power.” In July and August
Hamilton issued a series of papers called “The
Continentalist,” in which be vigorously urged
a more complets anion, a central executive
and a maticnnl revenume. But all in vain
Soon after Cornwallis surrendered, the
British bastily concentrated in twoor three
ports, ready for embarking: every or» went
wild in expectation of an immedinte close of
the war, and the “more perfect union” was
ignored. Philip S8chuyler, Alexander Hamil-
ton and others had just before this persuaded
the great state of New York to agree that
duties should “be epllected in such manuner
and by such officers as congress should di-
rect,™ and Virginia had consented to a similar
measure; but the other states ws=ro =o
slow tlat the opposition had &ime to
rally, and both concessions were re-
voked or ignored. New York, however,
for the first, proposed a convention to form
a new constitution, Hamilton drafted the
resolutions, his father-in-law, Schuyler, urged
them vigorously, and they passed both houscs
of the legisluture by unanim sote, There-
after they were the platform,$he store house
of texis and arguments for the “Strong Gov-
ermment Whigs.” Finally all the states but
Rhode Isinnd consented to a national revenus
from customs duties; the negative of the oue
state ruined the scheme, and thus the weary
secsaw went on four years longer, till the con-
foderation was without cash at home or eredit
abroad, and was fast sinking into contempt,
In Virginia the issue was debated almost in-
gessantly for six years, Washington and
Madison leading the nationalists, Richard
Henry Lee contending for separation aud
state sovereiguty, Patvick Henry advocating
only a strengthening of the existing confed-
eration,

Pressure from withont had Lept Americans
united duritg the war; a renewn of that

Let this voice |
eall forth you, Jefferson and othersto =ave |

pressure was ne«ded to forcea mora perfect
miion, amwl it cne exactly at tho vight time,
When the Dritish parlinment met: after the
peace of Versailles the liberal element pro-
posed a renewal of close interconrse with
A meriea aml “free trade on liberal princi-
plee.®  When asked what guarantecs they
could secure, they were foreed to yeply that
they kunew of no power fo bind thas separate
eolonies: a reaction setin and ceased not till
Gireat Dritain had adopted the most stringent
tion laws and every practieal method
of erippling the trade of Americans, When
tlis was known in the states; the mumber of
who coukl “think coutinentally” in-
ervasind smldenly and rapidly, Virginin os-
pecially advancal towand extrenme n:t:inl_m]
vicws, JeiTerson said that his fiest choice
would be no navigation inws, no distinetion
between ports and
froeost ]'U‘-E\il'fl'
but as
in had
othorwize,
we nist have a
 movermment thnt
could meet her in
the same spirit
lihode Island, as
usual, resolved that
ey, autel state shoulid do
3 its own retalinting;
biat almost every-
vl where there
ALEXANDER BAMILTON., Wis o novemncnt
townrd union.  The states hegan measures to
surrender their western s to the general
government, awd the movement progressed
so rapidly that it was completed Doefore the
constitution,

Congress had already estabilished a mint
and Federal coin. The Bnonkof North Amer-
ica had been set up.  Settlements in the west-
ern tervitory were inoropid progress, and the
settlers wore impationt for exact stntements
of their relations to govermment.  Alveuly
Spain was hayassing the border with -
friendly legislation. Treaties with the In-
dians were imperative sl wars probable.
Kentueky and her neizhbors were demanud-
ing, in daily londer tones, free navigation of
the Mississippi, or On all sides foreign
anld  desiestic questions pressed the demand
for a stronger centrul goverument; yet a few
states held back and the others delayed out
of deference to thym, Mganwhile Pitt was
enforeing the British uanvigation acts against
the United States with the utmost severity,
and the “Strong Government Whigs" were
making converts. The powers of established
churchies in the several states were groeatly
curtailed; religions freedom became gencral,
and by loenl acts the rights of a citizen in any
state were freely acconded to immigrants from
other states.  And the clause on this sulject
in the constituntion ™ the only one more ob-
senre, at auy rate more awkwandly worded,
than the lnws it superseded, Commerce La-
tween the states avas being better system-
atized. In short, the conntry was traveling
slowly toward n sprt of unity. Bat the war
between debtor and ereditor was raging with
great severity; the mouey men” of
many localities dremded a general govermment
which would abolish legal tewder paper; there
wers riota in divers places, and Capt. Daniel
Shay’s rebellion in Massachusetts. Come
merece, finnnees and foreign nffairs demanded
a stronzer govermnent

On March 24, 1785, comimissioners from the
two states of Virginin sud Maryiand et
at Mount Vernon to form a plan for the joint
navigation of the "Potomac—Geor Mason

thiose

the
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at Alexander Henderson for Virginin, Dan.

iel-of-St.-Thomas Jenifer, Thomas Stone nnd
Samuel Chase for Maryland, all assisteld by
Washington, Their special work was quickly
done, so they discussed general polities, and
ended by drawing up & plan of union for the
two stutes involvipg uniform money and
taxes. Moryland promptiy acceded and nsked
that Delzware amd Penusylvania might be
added, Virginia argned these matters till
Jan. 21, 1756, then Ly large majorities in both
branches fnvited all the other states to meet
her in conveution at  Amnapolis, Md., on the
first Monday of the next September. The
sixth congress was in session, aud South Car-
olina, by Charles Pinckney, led the move-
ment for a new government, He proposed a
utmber of amendisontsto the artieles giving
the central government more power, but was
defeatod by the extreniists. Those who santod
no change and those who wanted an entirely

_new svstem waors alike opposed to reform

The Aunapolis econventicn met, but  three
states =ent no  delegates and others ar-
rived so late that the short sitting
was over before they could act. The
few present united inan able appeal to cou;
grass to onler a national convention. Even
this action excited wviolent criticism. The
Nutionalists were in despair, when Madison,
of Virnginia, roised them again to bope. On
his motion the general assembly unanimoasly
resolved on n Federal convention, to meet at
Philadelphia, May 2, 1757, and draft an en-
tire constitution to be presented to the states,
As soon as the news reached New Jersey that
state, on the 23d of November, acceded and
chose its delegates. Peunsylvania followed
in December, North Caralina in January and
Delaware in Felbrnary. Congress next ap-
proved the measure, and then the states fol-
lowedd one by one—all but Rbode Island,
which yefused to act ox usual. But Mary-
land, distracted by a fizht over paper money,
did noc elect till near the end of May, and
New Hampshire was a few days Jater.

On the 14th of May, 1757, the day finally
sot, only Pennsylvania and Virginia wers
represented; bt thelr delegates jepsiired 10
the state house, organized and were soomn
joined by others. On the 17th came South
Curolina, on the 15th New York, on the 21st
Delaware, on the 220 North Carolina. On
the w5eh William Churchill Houston. of New
Jersey, previously detained by illness, arrived,
and 50 the seven s'ates necded for o quornm
were representoidl—from the south, Tour states,
with nineteen members; from the north,
ehiree states, with ten members. (n 1notion
¢t Benjamin Franklin  Washingtms was
umanimously chosen president of the conven-
tion. On the 25th the delegates from Mnssa-
chusetts il Murylend arrived. 1t was a
convention of learned men.  There were nine
rraduates of Princeton, four of Yale and six
of other colleges; at least seven were of some
eminence in literature, one, a native of Seut:
Lnd, had tangbt in heg first poiversities; a
very large proportion were well read Inwyers,
and vearly all had bad long and.valuable
{raining in the stete legislatures or congress.
Aund to these men was submitted this prob-
lem: Iow shall we conibine these sovercigns
into one sovereignty? How shall we take
just enough power from the thirteen to form
a government suflicient for all genceral con-
cerns, especially commerce mul foreign
affaivs, and yet leave all other powers unini-
vaired in cach statet

THE CONVENTION.

Their work may be detailed historically or
analyzed by themes. For many reasons the
second plan is the better, chicfly because it
avoids detail and makes the conelusion ¢learer,

Four geuieral schenies wore suggested:

First—The extreme Federaljst or Natioual-
ist plan: That the states should be practically
abolished ; reduced to mere departinents, and
on their ruins one strong govermment estal-
lishiedl—*on the British model,” added Homil-
ton. The convention tock one good look at
this plan and rejected it—umuanimousiy. It
does not appesa that they did more than
merely listen o its presentation

Second=-Tha extreme states’ rights plani
That the Confederation should be strength-
anedd n little, so (ar as to have an independent
revenue and exercise some control over com-
mieree, ench state to rotain its absoluto sove-
relenty as beffpe.  The convention con-
sidered this at Saine length and rejected it,
not quite unanimonsly

Third—The moderate Nationalist plnn.

Fourth—The moderate stntes’ rights plan.

Out of the last two, by compromise, tho
onvention wvolved the present constitution,
with the undorstandiog that it was to be con-
strucd accordivg to the pilnin meaning of the
wonils on these thiee Lgsts prineiples;

First—That the power of the flag, the
swword and the national purse (and these con-
stitute sovervignty) should be wvested exclu-
sively in the nationnl government,

Second-—That as to theas, the public prop-
arty, espevinlly the lmud, certain general
functions, and ail foreign affairs, the people
of the Unitl States should constitute one
nation.

Third—That just enouigh—nnd no more—
powers shonld e wiken from the states to
ronstitute A govertac=ur for these general
purpsscs aml all otber powers remain in the
states as hefore,

Jones Madison came with the outlineof a
*onstitution already JSformed and employved
the days of waiting in urging its main poiuts
apou the delegates who first arrived., Ed-
mund Randolph had elnborated certain prin-
siplesin addition to those of Madison.,  Wash-
ington bad drawn up: the heads of these con-
stitations.  Paterson, of New Jersey, had a
plan which was merly to strengthen the
sonfederation. Aud it was known that Con-
necticat wns - coming with still another.
| *The New Jersey system,” said those who
spoke first, “is federal, the Virginia system
pational; in the first the powers flow from
the state governments, Lint in the latter they
lerive authority from-the people of the
states.” And even before the convention
met, the extreme states’ rights party bad
ounded an alarm about the Virginin plan,
Williaan Jones, of North Caroling, refused to
serve, ns he understood the conveution was
designed to subordipate the states, and was
veplaced by Hugh Willinmson, aun *‘orngiual
free soiler,” who wanted slavery excluded
from all new states. Patrick Heury, Thomas
Nelson and Rivhard Henry Lee, of Virginia,
refused to accept thieir appointments, us they
would not act under the Virginia resolutions,
and were replaced by men of much less note
but ardent mationalists. Pdmund Randolph
wavered. His frst intent wis to vote for a
mere strengthening of “the confederation, but
tis personal record pointed to nationalism as
bis final position, Though but 33 years old,
hie had Lorne a very active part in the reve-
lation and was pow govermor of Virginia
To him, therefore, was intrusted the duty of
presenting the * Virginia plan™ tathe conven-
tion, which he did May 20 in a preambile and
tifteen resolutions.

They declayed for a nationnl legislature of
two branches, with specific powers over
national concerns; a national executive to be
chosen by the legislature and eligible for but
one term; a council of revision to examine
and approve the acts of the legislature before
they should go into force; a national judici-
ary, substantially such as we now have; a
national revenue to be collected from the
states by guotas, and the right of suflrage in
each state should be the basis of ermumeration
{for apportionimgtbe gasta pnew: states to e
admitted on ternss of equality, nud ¢ach stage
to be required to Bave, and to be guarauteed,
a republican form of government This plan
contained two notable clauses. One provided
for representation in both brauelies aceord-
ing to population; the other suggested that
only “free inhabitants” should be counted for
representation. We do not find in the
scanty accounts that the latter proposition
attracted much attention, but the former at
once provoked fierce omposition from the
smaller states. Charles Pinckney, of South
Caroling, only 20 years old, presented a series
of resolutions very similar to those from Vir-
ginia, and both were referi'ed to a committee
of one from each state.

On the morningof the 30th Nathaniel Gor-
ham, of Massachusetts, offered a resolution
that “A national government ought to be es-
talilished, consisting of a supreme legislative,
executive and judiciary.” Tterce Batler, of
South Carolina, now passed over from the
Confederntionists to the Nationalists, saying
that the division of powers between three de-
partments, the demceratic branch coming di-
rect from the people and holding the power
of the purse, had removed his objections. S
the Gorbmu resolution passed, Connecticut
ouly vofing in the negative; New York di-
vided. Next day the first elause of the Vir-
ginia plan, that there should be a*national
legislature of two branches, passed without
bebate, Pennsvlvania alone voting in the neg-
ative, Three weekslater sho withdrew her neg-
ative, and the vote was made unanimouns, All
the powers of the legislature were agreed
upon the smine day. On the 1st of June tire

xecutive was taken up and debated long
andl carnestly. The vefo power was conlerred
by the votes of eight states against Connecti
ent awd Marylangd., The judiciary was de-
bated for a week and settled.nearly as we
now have it. Then came the bard fizht as
to equnlity of representation; and the first
settlemnent was that each state should have at
least one senator and others in some propor-
tion to its population. The remaining Vir-
ginia resolutions were gone through with
rapidly, and in thirteen sessions the work on
them was complete. But the smaller states
had been depwived of equal representation,
amd their discontent soon took active form.

New Jersey organized and led the oppo-
sition of thesmaller states, Conmnecticut, by

toger Sherinan, had already presented and
vebemently urged what might be called the
modevate states’ rights plan, butit was merged
in the “New JJarsey plan,” which Patorson
presented on thd15th of June, It provided
for a legislatnre™wvith a single house, amd wos
eenerally less ngtional than the “Virghuin
plan.” Theconvention del wited thistive days,
and by the vote of seven states rejected it. In
the midst of this debate Ilmilton introduced
his plan—for extreme centralization. It was
“praised by everybady but’ supported by
Tobody,” says one mwember in his memoirs.
It was, in fact, a plan for an clective mon-
archy, with democratic features—very much
such a governmeng as thatof Englond now is,
or would be if the
monarch were
alected “for life or
good bebavior.,”
From the 1th of
Juno to the 2 of
July the conven-
tion debated almost
constantly on one
sulsject—the righis
by of the states, espe-
cially the right to
“equal represcuta-
tion. Connecticut

PATRICK HEXKY. and by Roger Sher-
man proposesd a  compromisss-that there
should be equal representation in  one
branchi  wad  proportionnd in  the othor.
On the 24 of July live states wvoled
for it and five against it, Georgia divided nnd
New Hampsbive svas not present. 5o the
matter was referred to a committee of one
from ench state, and, as the conven-
tion was in a very hot temper over it,
an  adjoursment of  thres after
the 8d was wvoted, in the hope that rest and
the eelebrution of the 4th would restore Lar-

days

now took the leml,.

mony. The final settloment was In favor of
equality inthesenate. Assoon as this wasdons
Paterson, Sherman and Ellsworth passed over
to the Nationalists, and thereafter voted for
overy measure to strengthen the genoral gov-
ernment.  Patorson was for the rest of his life
an avdent nd extrome Foderalist

The basis of rl:-presonmfion in the lower
kouse, or demoeratic branch, excited ' long
discussions on tho slevery guestion; but the
agreement on a threo-fifths enumeration of
the slaves was nearly uganimous, The next
ton days were devoted to drawing the line
between state and national posvers, mnd per-
fecting the gencrnd ountlines of the eonstith-
Lir‘\n, Meanwhile the states hnd comploted
thie cossion of their western lands, and con-
eress (the congress of the old confederntion
being in session contemporaneously with the
convention) hal adopted the ondinanee of
1757, for the government of the territory
north of the Ohic and west of Pennsylvania,
50 the conveution’s next task was to provide
For o territovinl systan.,

From the Tith to the 26th of July tha con-
vention delated the @@ poral outlines of the
constitntion, adopted some restrictions on the
powers of the states, agreed unanimously
thnt the states were to retain all powers not
apeciticaily taken from them, but that it was
gimecessary to sa state in the constitution;
appointed a conunittee of thoes from the
narth and two fram the south to formmlate
the work so fayr done, and then adjowrned to
Ang, 0, The conunitiee of detail consisted
pf Gorham, Ellswworth, Wilson, Ran-
dolph and John RButledge—the Ilast an
aminent scholar of South Carolina, of
great  experience in congress amnd state
legisinture, being chairman. On  Aug.
3 they presented each member of the con-
vention with n printed cepy of their
draft of a copstitution, and thenge to Sept.
10 it was thoroughly discussed in detail.

From the middle to the end of Angustslav-
oy was debated with great carnestness and
the compromise agreed upon, the word
“Slave” being ecavefully excluded from the
sonstitution. The method of choosing the
president was long and warmly debated; the
result was the most awkward clause in the
justrument. The judicial system of the
United States was settled with littie beat,
nfter which it was decided that the constitu-
tion should be sulunitied to conventions,
~hpsen for that puarpose only, in the states,
anid should go into operation in the adopting
states as soon as they munbered nine. A
sommittee of five was nnmed to make the
romplete draft— Madlison, Hawmilton, King,
Johnson and Gouverneny Morris—and the
last named wrote the final copy. And now a
new diffleulty srose: a few members refused
to sign the completed [ustrument, and
leclaved they would oppose its adop-
tion in their states. Washington, Hane
ilton, Madison and Franklin  labored
withh thenmy st eamestly.  Finally all
signed it but Gerey, Mason and Raudolph.
So the unanimons consent of the ¢leven states
present was secured on Monday, the 17th of
September; the convention wmljouwmed, the
members dined wogether and then retired,
says Washiugton, “to meditate on the mo-
mentous work which had been executed,”

ADOPTED BY THE STATES.
But the contest wag not over.  Indeed, the
Litterest fight was to come; for only friends
of the new consti-
tulion consented to
serve in the con-
vention, whilo ene-
mies remained at
home fo fight in
g theirstates. In
2F \Tascachusoita
=T ]
New York aug Vir-
ginia the wuprear
was terriic.  The
oppancnts savagely
y - > contended that the
bR " mew coustitution
PHILIP SCHUYLER.  was despotie. It
contained no bill of rights, it made 1o pro-
visions to secure the citizens against illegal
powers; there was nothing ubout the right of
gonscience, the freedom of the press, the trial
Ly jury, excessive bails, fines, forfeitnres or
oppressive.  military  establishments. Its
friends veplicd that the whole instrument was
n bill of rights, sinee the general governmeut
conld exercise no powers except such ns were
pranted, and the states eould devise s many
safecunrds as  they Nevertheless,
they gencrally consented that these things
should be provided for fa amendinends, though
insisting (mwd tvuly, toop that  they were
needlesz. - The first ficht camwon in the con-
gress still in session, which was, iildesd, askesl
to approve its own annihilation. Richard
Henry Lee a'-l_'-pm'i_wl the new government be-
cause it was too  grong; Grayson, also
of Virginia, lecause it was too wesk
All the New York delegates, Melanethon
Sigith at their bead, opposad it on the ground
that New York could not nfford to surrender
Ser customs dutiesl Finally congress de-
citled to submit the eonstitution to the states
without special reconnmendation.  But Hich-
ardl Heury Lee was implacable. He and
Grayson had been outvoted by their three
colleagues,; and so Virginin was recorded in
congress as for the constitution. lie now
stivred up opposition in every state, scatter-

\'i:l oat,

ing many thonsand ecopies of his “'Letlers

Farmer.”  Madison and
Humilton replied in The Federalist, while
Waushington, exerted himscll in Virginia
against Harrison, Nelson and Patrick Heury.

The Virginia assemibly met on the thivd
Monday in October, and wrangled till March
before ordering o convention: and then the
date of its meeting wns postponed to the first
Mowday in June (1758). The debntes of this

from the Faleral

convention farnishbed a most valuntle guide

to the intent of the framers amd the meauing
of the vonstitution; bt this is no place fob de-
tails. Suflive it thad atter long pad Leated
discussionn, and only pon the pledge of its
supporters that the coustitution should Le

muended, the Virghnia convention ratified it

on tho 25th of June, 1758, by the narrow mar-
gin of eighty-nine yeéas to seveaty-nine nays.
In Delaware the legislidure Lnstened to say
that it “could not find language to express
the joy of the people,” and called a conven-
tion at once. That body, as spou as organ-
izedd, unanimously ratifiod the coustitution on
Dee. 6, 1787, ‘The Pennsyfivania convention
met Nov. 20, und gfter, three weeks' debate,
ratificd the constitution on Deew 12 by & vote
of 46 to 2 Vwenty-une of the minorisy
signed a protest “that the powers vested in
coneress would lead to an iron handed des-
potisim, with unlimited controlof the purse
aml sword.” New Jersey’s convention met
Dee, 11, 1750, reaid the eonstitution by seotions
for n week, und on the 185th ratified it unani-
mousty. Sothe union of the central states
was complete. | Georgia also ratifiel unank
mously and without debate, Jan. 2, 1785,
firing thirteen guns as the signing progressed,
Connecticut, with very liftle oppuasition, rati-
flad Jan. ©, 139%, by & vote of B35 to 40, Then
came the great buttle royal in Massachusetts,

The delegates in thot state were electad in
fhie beat and fury following the Shay's insur-
rection, oud cighteen “rebels™ il seats #a
thie convention,  The fdends of the constitu-
tion confessed themselves in o minority at
thie start, but they gained by eoneession: and
the Maine delegates suved the day (Maine
was then a district of Massachusetts).  For
thitee weeks the opposition offered every ob-
jedtion that the mmd of wan ean couceive
relirious, commercial and fiseal, the lack of a
Lill of righit=, the want of a religious test, the
oxatters  Thoey then tried all possibie schienes

-

a reference of the matter back to congress
ete. Finally, when the [riends of the cons
stitution lwl promised all sorts of mmend-
monts, the ratification was squeezed through,
Feb, 6, 1755, by the painfully small inajority
of 157 to 163, Boston was wild with ens
thusinsm for the pew government, and
eelebratid  with  exceading great  joy.
New Hamnpshire had substantinlly tho
same fleht, with variations; so. the friends
of the constitution proposad an adjournment
til] June, Loping that the influsnee of other
states would help them.  Finally, on June 21,
1788, after agrecing to twelve amemiments,
the ratification was earriad hy 57 against 40,
This swas the ninth state, and so the existence
of the new Union was seoured.

Muaryland, after a short but very spirited
debate, bad ratitied, Apeil 20, by & votes to
1. South Carolina’s convoention et at
Charleston on the 13th of Moy, debated ten

days, but with
great caltnness and
courtesy, and on
the 234 ratified, by
# o vote of 140 to T
The New York
convention met on
June 17, “and de-
bated with muach
carnasstnesstill July
26,7 then ratified
by the close vota
of 20 agzainst 27,
with  the under-
standing that numerons amendments were
to be adopted or another TFederal
convention called at oncet North Car-
olina’s convention met July 21, and
on the Ist of August declined inmmwlinte
ratification by a tie vote—154 to 154 The
next day, bowever, the convention provided
that cougressional laws ns to commerce
should be in foroe in the state just as if she
had ratified. Arter the new gaverment was
fairly established North Carolina acceded,
Nov, 21, ¥ Rbode [sland, as usual, was
in opposition to the st unrepresented in the
convention and in the first congress, she rati=
ficd May 20, 1700, the Jast of the thirteen.
J. H. BRADLE.

ELBRINDGE GEHRY.

Igpw the Maracialbans Live.

Going ashore e:rly before sunrise, our first
visit was mude to the market placo to see
what Maracaibans live upon. A better and
a cheaper market would bhe hard to find, Ex-
cellent beef, goat, pork and fowls averaged
ten cents a pontid, and all varieties of tropical
fraits abounded at covresponding prices. Tied
together in bunches wore great green lizavds
two or three fvet long, with brown warts all
over them mnd vicious black beads of eyes
They sunpped at us like dogs as we passed,
and when teased with a stick clung to it like
bull tervivrs, These were iguanas, whose de-
Heious white flesh is eagorly enten by ull
classes. 1t tastes like chicken, but is more
debicate, Of course congidernble  haunger
would be needed to make them appetizing to
a stranger who shoulid recognize them ina
a stew.  Fartbher on an animnal with bead and
tnil like a rat, feet like an alligator and a coat
of mail like an ironelad man of war was tied
toa post. Tipon receiving a poke it rolled
itself promptly into a ball, head aml all befiie
quite coverced by its plates, and thas defil
further attnek. This was an armadillo, nlsg
a tidbit when properly stewed or roasted.

Monkeys were senves in the market; and
the old schiool book fable of travelers naking
uso of thew §ogel cocoanuts from lofty trecs,
Ly sbying stones up at them and dodging
nuts that came down in retuin, cameto mind
as I watehad the anties of a few of these poor
brnjes waiting their turn to be sold. The
fact is, monkeys are very shy of their human
cousing, amd retreat from eivilization with
all speed.  Cocoanut trees do not grow wild,
but reguire careful cultivation and constant
ecare, being plinted fop profit or for orna-
ment near houses: 5o that a monkey is admost
as likely to be found upon an apple tree ason
a cocon palm, And owners of plantations
would probably welcome any stranger,
whether two or four banded, who attempted
tostenl their fegit, very much in the same
manner as they wouwld with us, I fear that
the story of monkey usefulness Is exapgera-
ted, not 0 say wythical. —Dr. W. F. Hutch-
inson in Americnn Magazine.

A Couple of Stirring Scenes.

In the earlier days of Colorado mining
camps there were some very stirving scenes
and adventures, and tbhe tender feet were
broken in without muceh ceremony sowelimes,
I remember visiting a certain eamp when it
was quite new, and saving a man’s life the
very first night. Te was in the bed next to
mine in the tent, nnd about midnight an order
came for him to get up, as he was wanted,
He was asked to lose no time, as he was to be
summarily tried for baving shot a man. I
jumped up and declared tloat the man was
ispnocent, but I was shown the muzzle of a
forty-two caliber and toil to lie down, Iow-
ever, as there was no belp for it, I said I
woulil accompany the accused, who was
nearly frightened ont of Lis witss. We went
down to one who was styled ¥the justice,”
and the complaint was lodged that the
prisoper bad shof a man, As be could say
pnothing in his own behalf, T spoke for him,
and stated that at the time the shooling was
said to bave pecurred the anccused was soanudly
sleeping,  Justthen o stranger appeareil and
pnnouncedd that he did the shooting, nwd
proved that it wasin self defenst, und the
matter was all settled

Next day we were treated to o Titthe “fn.”
A tinn can was tied e an unweleoms visitor's
cout tail aud he was told to “git.” o lost
no time in striking a two-forty gait, aand as
he flow down the road the can daugling be-
hind him was a mark for all tle rest of the
boys to ¥take o crack at.” More than one of
themn hit the ean, too, and I am not suve but
that I made it quiver myself, We thonght it
was very fanny, amd 50 did the poor victinr—
perhaps.—George Trumbull in Globe-Deino-
trak

The Matches Which Smokers [se,

Those smnll wax matehes which cigar
smokers nse, aml which arve put up in fancy
boxes, come [yom Mexien, There iz one [ne-
tory in this conutry, but the agent informedd
me that he bad the greatest difficully in
getting dealers to take them. We fimport
ghem from Mexivo,and yeot are able L sell
themn ab three hoxes for a nickel, after paying
heavy «duty. There ave fifty innbox. You
will notice what care muast be taken in pre-
paring them. They ave molded something
after the style I have seen my motlier use in
making candles. There is a wiek anl tallow
and n colored mixture of phosphorus to
igmite. The loxes are =atly cosstructed,
cousisting of two cases held together by o
piece of rubler,  They coptain colmtd pict-
ures on all sides,  In Mexivo they sell for a
Lalf cent n box, so yon see to mokea profit
the manufacturers igust have very cheap
lalior.  They bhave no great machinery ns in
this conuntry, vet their trade scenis ta thrive.
These matches are the ones commaonly in nse
in Mexico., After paying duty on our inatches
we cannot compete with then:.  They ore
not in general use here, hat e favorites with
smokers—G. W, Krebsin Globe-Dumoer at,

The O0ld Testament in Ethiopia.
It isnot generally known that in Ethiopia a
people numbering about: 200,000 bave tie Ol
Testanmient in Etbiopie version pnd stidl ad-
here rigidly Lo the Mosaie ceremonivs and
Iaws, They are the chiyldeen of Hebrow -
migrants wlio, in the time of the groeat iHsper-
gion, seltlel in Abyvssinia and neoriéd wives

of thut pation. — Detroit Free Pross,
'

of dolay; another convention was proposed,.
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