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. WhY Girfy'Go Wrong.
Bt Wheoler Wilcox's Letter.

Youth is yotith where ever yvou find
it. Young blood flows swift and
warm through palsing veing, Young
hearts long for companionship, young
braing  indulge in  vaguoe,
dreams of pleasure yet to A
beautiful young girl ean L
content with prosaic duties, withont
ong day of pleasure to brigiten her
life than a meadow lark con be con-
finéd in a cage.To attend faithfully the
most commonplace tasks all day. to
kear no word of praise for her labors.
and to.retire at 8 o'clock on a beauti-
ful moonlight evening is little less |

sweet
Coane,

o nora

- o than fortune to a girl full of sentiment

““and undeiined longings.
sghe existence of hundreds of country

y 3# girls.

life.
farm . band, or the mauried

S e

- -the track while we ran.

.ons Important part of our business woulid

Yet this

is |

The parents regard any hours spent
in plearure as so much lost time. |
They extract industry and obedicnee |
from their offspring. invite no con-
filence, and olLject to late hours or
merrymnking. The young  heart |
seethes in silent rebellion, and learus |
to have its lot, and lives in hope that
gomething will happen to give color to 1
If the city idler, or the amorous
sed ucer
happens to find her' in these relellious
maoods, why then we read in the news-
papers an item about the ** Strange
Disappearance » or ** Uunaccountable
Mesalliance " or ** Shoeking Depravi-
ty » or a hitherto quiel and respecta-
ble girl.

The heartbroken parents are crushed
with shame and sorvow. They can- |
not understand why their beloved |
daughter should go astray. AD! if |
they had only shown her demonstra- |
tions of their love, if they had only
sought to know her secret thoughts
and longings, if they made an -effort
ouce & month to give her a few lours

of pleasure, she need not have gone
astray. :

- - -

DARING AND SUFFERING.

A History of the Andrews Railroad
- Raid Into Georgia in 1862,

The Most Hercic and Tragic Episode
' of the Civil War.

cing n Full aid Aeccuratoc Acconnt
I the Secrit Journey tu tho Heart of

- — G- Setale — = o

way l"ttll\'ia n Confederate Camp,
Terrible Chase Thut Followed, and
Sabsequent Fortunes of the Lendar
and His Party,

The expdition, in the daring of Its inception,
bhad the wildors of a romance; while in the
Kigantic awl overwhelming results it sought and
wis likely (o olitain It was absolutely sulilime.—
Jupaz Avvoosre Gesenal Howt's Orricial Re-
MonT.

It was all the deepest lnid sclieme, and on tHe
gramdent seale, thar ever emansted from the
brain: of any nuber of Yankees combined. —
Toe Bg vHrEry (CONFEDERACY {(ATLANTA, GA),
Al 15, 15

Dastsite ity tragic termination, it shows what a
Baaddfa. of Lrmve men could undertake In Amer-
foa.—CouTte pe Pasis’ Hidtouy or 1ue Civin War
o Ausisck, vol, 2, p. 147,

By WILLIAM PITTENGER,

A MEMUER OF THE EXTEDITION.

hted, 1857, by War Publishing (0., N. Y.,
sl published by nrrasgement with them, |

CHAPTER X.
OOSTENAULA BRIDGE.

The bridge was now just at hand.
‘What should we do? To leave it intact
was to be thought of only in the direst
necessity. We had carried our ammuni-
tion—the fonel we had gathered—into our
last car, and while it was not ns good 23
we would have liked, yet in a little time
we conld make a flre. We now punchel
a bole in the back end of our car—in fact
we had done this in passing from one car
to another previous to dropping the last
one—and now begun tolet ties fall out on
They followed us
“end over end,”’ and showed a most per-
verse disposition tor get off the track, but
a few remained. This moderated the
speed of the pursuing engine, which was
a help that we sorely neceded, for it was
now evident that they either had a faster
engine than ours or better fuel. The
latter was cortaiuly the case, for we had
been using wood very rapidly without any

~ for a long time past to re-

The first feeling of despondency of the
whole route took possession of us as we
ed the bridge, with onr pursuer

close behind. The situetion was in every
way uniavorable for us. If we passed by
without leaving it in eshes we felt that

be undone, even if we were completely
suceessful afterward in evading pursuit
and destroying the Chickamauga bridges,
¥ expresses the opinion that we
made a great mistake at this point. There
‘was at this time a long and high wooden
trestle by which the Iesuen bridae is ap-
proached. As we came near we “‘slowed
up,”’ and right in the middle of this trestle
we dropped otr last car. Murphy snys
that if we had but thrown it across the
track the bridge would have been at cur
mémy, as well 23 all the bridges above.
He iIs right, but the difficulty in deinge this
is greater than he thinfss. To pull or
h the earoff by means of the engine
volved some risk of gefting the ensive
{tself off, which wonlid have been fatal,
We had no good menns of moving it in
any other way, amd the clement of time
was all important. The pursners were
right behind, and while they could not
have fired on us at effective runge, they
could very guickly have alarmed the town
abdad of us, and then the track conld have
been obstructed to prevent our passage.
It is easier to imagine what might have
been done. than actually to do it, even if
the circumstances were repeated.

There was no opportunity to turn and
fight at this poinit. The town of Hesacn
was withiy o faw hufired yards of the
bridge, amd any noise would bring help
from that guartee. Besides our pursuets
were armed with gups, and ovur only

chance of getting at cloze quarters wasby
an nmbnseade. Had the day been dry,
wa coulid have fhimge fagots from Lae en-
gine apon the roof, bt now o fire even on
he inside of the large frame bridog
wontld requive careful nursine.  With a
r on only a fow humdred feet nhiend.
where truack might be so exsily ob-

the

OOSTENATLA DI
structed, and with the
suars behind, we could not give time for
this; so we slowly and relucrantly passed
ovir the bridge, after dropping the car,
amd on throvgh the vilnze of Hesacea.
The purstucrs took up this car as they had
done the other. and poshed them hoth
through the liridge, and left them on the
Resaen side track.

t may be well to notice here how our
ignorance of the enemy and his ignorance
of us both inured to isadvantaze. There

E.
gund of the pur-

| had been already many intimations among

us that it would bhe well to turn and fizht
rather than to be chased any further.
Had the real weakness of the enemy on
the first train been known, Andrews
wonld have certainly ordererd the attack.
On the other hand, if ¥uller's party had
known how strong we were he eonld not
have induced them to continne the chase,
even if the resolute conductor himself had
not been willing to wait for Lhelp. It was
believed at first that we were but four—
the nnmber on the engine. The estimate
wis never rafsed higher than eight, Mur-
phy suggesting to Fuller even then that
it wonld be better to wait for the train
behind and take on more men. DBut Fuller
resulved to persevere nud at least delay ns
at the risk of his own life. Had it been
Eknown that we were twenty, he and his
slender band would not hnve been guilty
of the muadness of crowding on nearly
twice their number, even if better armed,
and sure of help at every station. But
this madness, this unreasonable pursuit,
the result of imperfect knowledge, served
them well.

After passing HResgea, we again foreed
our pursuers back by dropping ties on the
track, and not knowing whether it was a
telegraph station or not, we aguin eut the
wires. No obstructions were placed on
the track at this point, but it wason a
curve, and taking a rail which had been
bent in lifting 1t T placed one end under
the rail at one side and the other project-
ing dingonally toward the train on the
othier side. The pursuers saw us start,
but seeing no obstructions they ran at a
good rate of speed rizht over this raill
Their escape was marvelous., Persons on
the tender jumped a foot high, and one of
Faller’s stanchest helpers demanded that
the train be stopped to let him off! he
wanted no more such ruuning as that!
But Fuller, though considering this the
greatest of their dangers, would fot stop:

and it was fmpossible for him to keep s
et oA L Nt T keeD

But what conjectures did we form to
account for the unexpected appearance of
this pursuing train? The story as given
to the reader was totally uuknown then
and we were grently perplexed.  Bhe
matter had grest practical importance.
Was the engine started after us by an

DROPPING TIES 0 THE TRACE.
whole road ahead of ve? If so, we wonld
do well to abandon our efforts for the
destruction of bridges and seek our own
safety., Of one thing we felt sure, it
must have been one of the trains we bad
pussed at Calhoun or Adairsville that was
following, but why? There were three
possibilities only to choose from. The
first and less serious wans that the sus-
picious conductor at Calhoun, who had
been so onwilling to let us pass, had deg-
termined that we were impostors, and at
his own motion had get out to follow mus,
If so, we would have to deal ouly with
him, and might yet accomplish a part of
our work., Or it might be that the freight
had run to where we had broken up the
track, had escaped wreck, and, turning
back, had telegzraphed ahead Defore
we had cut the wire In this
case all the recad ahead would be
alarmed, and this was probable indeed.
Or, once more, & messenger might have
been sent down to Marictta from Big
Shanty, and a dispatch sent to Atlanta
and around the whole circuit of the
Confederacy back to Chattanooga, and,
before the wires had been cut, to one of
the trains we had passed, with orders to
follow us clogely and prevent us from
damaging the road until a train co¥id
be sent out from Chattanooga to secure
oar capture, If either of these latter-
conjectures were true—and they were the
mast probable—onr race was almost run!
Ve wonld be obliged to leave the road, nnd
essay the far more difficult task of
escaping on foot. If Andrews thouglit
cither of these probably troe. it woeuld
fully aceount for his reluctance in order-
ing the capture of a pursuing train; for
such a eapture could do vo pern:auent
good, while every onc of his party wounded
in the fight wonld be disabled for the in-
evitable and terrible land journey ahead,
and wonld surely be lost.  In view of the
almost hopeless situation a< it appeared
to ns then—iar worse than the reality,
for the road ahead had not Leen warned
#8 vet—the hero of
who continued to put forth every
effort as coolly nnd quietly as if success
bad been within  his i= mnde
Lrightly eenspicnous, g were® now
three chasing trnins: first, Fuller and his
men with. the locomotive of the down
freight ; second, the Culhonn passenger,
which bad imivediately followed him and

¢ eonelsney

Was not very fer behind; and lasc, the

train staried from Marietta, and loaded
with soldivra,

For : tin
not run very fast.
conld not get avway
hind ns by mere speetl; the ouly hope was
in some way to (gsabie them, or to ob-
struct the track: aml we were oblized to
be gavinge of onr fiel.  Ihit now L Were
approaching Green's, a wol ton nenr
Tilton, and we were determin o T
Iresh sapply at any cost. S0 the 1
in the box, with a little of onr precions
oil. woe shoved into the furnace, and
Brown, who hml now talken the throttle,
turned on o foll hend of steam, and we
duece more flew along the track. At the
same time we who were in the box car
put a line of ties along its floor and kept
them moving to the hole in the end, and
let them drop as fast as possible on the
track. This wns rapidly exhausting our
anununition, butit was effectnalin enfore-
ing slowness and ecaution upon our pur-
guers. [Fuller conld not run rapidly in
the face of such u succession of cbstacles.
He did the best he could, giving the sis-
nal to reverse whenever he saw a tie on
the track, jumping off and removing it,
and on again, swhen the engineer wonld
start with a full head of steam, and re-
Guce speed, as the engine gathered head-
way to such a rate as wonld admit of
stopping in time when another tie was
secn. It was fearfully perilous, and the
only wonder ig that he was not wrecked
long before the chase was done. Dut he
nrobably nnderstood that we were racing
for the wood yard alicad,

When we reached it there was no linger-
ing in the work of loading np. The wood
was piled in frantically by men working
for life; but before we had half filled the
tender we agnin heard our relemtless fol-
lower. So enger were we to zet the larg-
est possible supply of wood that we did
not take their first whistle as a suflicient
intimation to start. Then came seream
after seream of the most unearthily char-
acter, obviously designed to alarm tho

ifter leaving Resaea we did
It was exident that we
from  the engine be-

AT THE WOOD STATION.
keeper of the woodyard that

hinder us from getiing a fell sup;ly.

this did not disconrage vs, for cven v
Andrews reluctantly pave the 3
come on board, Wilsou, who is5 iiremzn
had a great appreciation of the nog
uel, lingered still to get a huse i
more, and the enemy, sccinz our 1
standing there, were actnaily

“slow up'® to avoil the

seemed inevitable.

wait for them to get close enons

thieir shotguns—at least pot to any 7
thongh Wilson is guite posidive that =umne
guns were fired. Ilc =ays:

“We hiud, however, scenred only a par-
tial supply when the chasing tran enme
in sight, loaded with armed soldliors. Car
pursuers were worked up to :
pitch of excitement, and rent the ve ir
with their screeches aad _'-':]]-; ns ey
came in sight of us, like (ogs when the
quarry is sprumg. They oponed on us at
long range with musketry. The bullets
rattled around us like hail, but fortu-
nately none of our party was hit, "

CHAPTER XI.
A DIRECT RAILROAD CIASE,

But we now had a good head of steam,
and with a joyfal Lound our engine, as if
refreshed from fts rest, sped on agnin,
We had been careful to so obstruet the
track that the encmy was ablirad 1o come
to a full halt, and thus give us time to
snee more get out of gight,

We passed Tilton in safety, and the
water station, which at that time was at
a different place from the wood yard, was
soon renched. Our snpply of this neces-
Bity was low, and without it our progress
would be at once arrested. We stopped,
adjusted the pipes, told the powder stery
—although from the batitered appearance
of our ouly car, witu a hole knocked in
each end, that story was no longer plaus-
ible, but it answered for the moment and
weo succeeded in getting all the water we
needed. Had any objection been made
we would have taken it by force, and the
assurance with which we went 1o work
aided in securing confidence. Before the
tank was full the pursners came in sight,
but secing s they ran slowly, and as a
party of our men bad run back and put
some obstructionson the track, oot of gun
shot, they were obliged to come to a full
stop there, thus giving ns the titue needed.
Then we mounted and sped on toward
Dalton.

It was advisable at once (0 get deci-
sively ahead of the pursuers before rench-
ing this town, which might present seri
ous diffienlties. As there weie Lo by
to Lurn now for a eonsideralde ditoncg,
the only other thing was to try otce more
to tear up the track. The engite was
agnin in good ruming conditicn iwe
rushed rapidly forward, putting
obstruetions on the track—mosily iy drop-
ping ties or sticks of firewood, Lut i vue
or two instances by reversing the ciine,
jumping out and piling up obstraciions.
At a favorable place we stopped agzaiu for
2 more permanent Lreak.

Long practice had made us skillful in
this matter, and the last two stops had
shown us that the enemy could not run
upou us without great care. we
divided at once into four parties. Scott
and a companion cut’ the telegraph;
Kuizht curefully inspected tlie engine;
two or three ran back jost out of gun-
shot, and heaped obstructions on the
track, while the remainder worked with
might and main in taking nup 2 rail, It
was here that a little eecurrence took
place that has been much misrepresented
A southern account, wildcly copied,
suys that Andrews’ men almos! rmuntinied
against him ot this place. The facts
are these: The writer and the men in the
box car hmd come to feel that there was
no noed of runuing so long Lefore the pur-
suning train, which we conld =ece to be a
short one, with probably not mpeh if any
greater force than our own. Now while
as many weie al the rail as could tind
places to work—the process of lifting i
with our fmperfect tools was very slow,
requiring more than flve minutes—I said
to Andrews: “We can copture that train, -
if you are x - dadd 3

&* AR TR

cipaend

=50

I nuswered:

“F * ona curve where
there are plont bushes (as 1he road
bBad nimuberiess eurves, and ran mostly
through wouds, this was easy); ““then let

him on the f{gpain.

us put on somne obstrustions and hide; one
of onr engineers ean an ahead a mile or
two miud come back (ftér us; when the
enemny stop to elear tha tvack we will rash
on them, amdl when we have eaptured
them eur other engineerEoan reverse their
engine nd send it i a burry down the
track to clear the r of any more trains
that may be following.® &

Andrews said, in hi*fl‘iict way, “Itis a
ool plan. It is wihk trying.” and
lonked aronml
it weixhing the chances. Then the
enenwy’'s whistle sounded, we saw them
rush up to the obstroctions we had placed
on the track, stop by reversing, and labor
as frantically to clear thie road as we were
doing in trying to raise the rafl,

But our eifforts were In vain. The
stubborn spikes stil leld, and as they
were ready to move on again, Apdrews
ealled out, “*All aboard,” and we dashed
away. That was not the place to make a
fight, 8s weall knew, for revolvers ngainst
shoteuns aud rifles would have had no
chance nt long range;  but from an am-
bush: we could havé Leen climbing into
their engine and cars before they could
pick up their guns, apd the couflict wonld
not have been mnny minutes doubtfil.
This was the nearest We came to what a
southern aceount called “‘open mutiny’—
a mere respectfial sugeestion in the line of
our work., No offieer wasg ever more
heartily obeyed than was Andrews during
the whaole of this day, and none eof ns said
anyvthinz more about this plan for the
tinwe, partly becauns® we felt that our
Leisdor was hetler able to judge what was
to w done than we, and partly also, I
must confess, beeause we' thought he was
ouly waitivg for the hest place to turn on
our fees, nud that we would soon have

all the fighting we w ed. -

The full speed of :%gmgme was ngain
called into requisitierhs we neared Dal-
ton, and by the ald §f a few ties dropped
on the track we were ancg more & respect-
able distance ahead. We needed this
interval badly, forsit was by no means
certain that the switches at this point
would be properly adjusted for our im-
medigte passage through; and if not, se-
rious dificulty might arise. We might
have a battle with foreces in front as well
as in the rear, for Dglton was the largest
town we had renched since leaving
Marietta, IHere a road diverged to Cleve-
land i Tenuessee, where it connects with
the main line from Richmond to Chatta-
nooga, thus mukinga large triangle, or, as
a railrond man wonld sayv, a great Y. At
that time no telegruph wires were on this
eroas road; they were not put up till 1877,
There were also unmerous sidie ftracks,
and a probability that cars might be left
standing on seme of them; and as we had
more than made up our hour’s delay at
Kingston and were now much ahead of
time, there was no certainty of the road
being rizhtly adjusted for us, It was
thercfore nccessury to stop at the open-
ing of the swiich, which wus fortnnately
a lttle way down ffem the large possen-
ger depot, which hitd & shed over all the
tracks, @1l through which we had to
pass. : -

Grews 1 ot ikl pre-eminent luste

It is i that Whent we had spoken of
fighting a little was back, his mind was
ocenjicd rat ].l:'J'.“'-i_thl‘ problem of pass-
ing Dalron, aodd e isloing by what took
pliact awhether the cnemy was warned.
The toiin was stopped, he ran forward,
observed thiat the track was elear, spoke
to oue or Lwo bystanders, and was back
to his post in an exceedingly short time.
To one or two who had eome up even in
these few seconds, he said: *‘I am running
this tranin through to Ceorinth, and have
no time to spare;’’ and nodded to Knight,
who once mure put on the full foree of
the engine—shers was nothing to be gained
by care in avoidiug alarm any longer, for
the distant whistle of the pursuer was
heard—and we rushed nt the depot, which
then stood right neross the double track,
and passed with fearful speed under its
roof. Here Knight got his most terrible
fright. The darting inte the partial dark-
ness of the shed was bad enough, but just
at the far end the main track bends sharply
to the left, and the swerve was so sudden,
and the speed already so high, that Knight
believed he was rushing on another side
track, and that in a moment would come
the awful erash. Bnut Instead the engiue
instantly zighted, and he again saw the
track straight before him. But so gunickiy
had we passed that we could not certainly

i determine whethe? the people at the sta-
i tion had been warned or not!

A mile nbove Dalton, which was about
as soon as the headlong rush of the engine
could be checked, we stopped again, just
opposite to where Col. Jesse Glenn's regi-
ment of conseripts were encamped in a
ficld. Their pesition, which was within
200 or 300 yards of ns, was probably not
seen nintil we were close to them, and it
was better to take the risk of their inter-
ference than to lose time by seeking nn-
other place for more pressing work.
Again the wire was cut; but it was a
second too late, for a message had just
been flashed throngh, no doubt even as
Scott was bringing it down. The usunal
obstructions were here piled on the track,
and we again essayed to take up a rail
for the Chickanianga bridges were just
above, and we wanted time enoungh to get
them on fire, hoping that Fuller wonld
stop long enongh at Dalton for the pur-
pose of getting his telegram ready, to
allow us to finish the track lifting. No
men ever worked with more desperate en-
ergy, but all in vain; lonz before the rail
was loose the pursuers were again upon
us.

The race recommenced with all itsspeed
and fury. The great tunnel was a shert
distance ahead—a glorious piace for an
ambnsh, where, in the darkness, the guns
of the enemy would be of little value. If
Andrews was isposed to fight, there
waonld be the place of all others to do it.
With the sinoke of our train filling the
space, with our party in ambush along
the sides, suceess wonld be comparatively
sure, if they had twice our number, for
of course we eould not tell how mueh of
a re-enforcement they might pick up at
Dalton. DBut we kept right on through
the tanuel and the village of Tunmnel Hill
bevond. where wo carefally drew down to
coniceal our number from the curious eyes
of any who might be ubout the station.

At Calhoun Fullgr had received a small
bt very eflective re-enforcement—only a
boy thirteen years old, bat worth n dozen
of ordin:ary men—hby menns of one of
those apparently small circumstances
which often influence the course of great
events. At Chatfanooga the clief officers
of the road had become alarmed by re-
ceiving no dispgtches from Atlanta, or
the statious below Kingston. They there-
fore directed the young assistant operator
at Dalton to jump en the pnssenger t(rain
just then leaving that station and go
sontly, sending them back word at each
station passed till the cause of tha trouble
was found. He el only got as far as
Calhoun when And: ws passed, and Faller
in a moment aft=r. The latter hardly
caine to n stop be“ore Le saw the operator,
and ealled him, and without a word of
explanation seized his hand and dragged
In the run up, how

in n meditative manner as |

Here the conlness and adroitness of An-‘

ever, he made all the necessary exp]ann‘:.j
tions, and wrote out the followng dis-
pateh:
FULLER'S TELEGRAM.
#To Gen. Leadbetter, commander at Chat-
tanuosa:

HMy train was eaptured this a. m. at
Big Shanty, evidently by Federal soldiers
in disguis They nre making vapidly for
Chattanopga, po L the iden of
burning the railroad bridzes In theje rear.
IT T do not eapture thent in the meantime,
sce that tuey do not pass Chattiroogn.

“WiLniay A. FULLER."

This he gave to the operator, sayving,
“Don’t speak to anyhody or lose a sceond
till you put thint thronglh 1o Chattancegn.
Jump for the platform when 1 siow up, |
for I must push on and keep those
Yankecs from getting up a rail or bwning
the bridges.”

It was terribly gnick work. The opera-
tor was at home in the oflice, and almost
before Fuller had eleared tiwe shed he was |
at the desk nnd the first words were over |
the wires. Whether they had time to get
the whole message over before the cut is
very doubtful, and not material, for the |
first two lines wounld answer every pur- |
pose. Had Fuller stopped at this point,
and himself went into the office long
enough to et the operator at work, it is |
almost certaln we would have bad the rail
up, and then all the bridges above that !
point would have Been barned; though it |
is still passible that enough of the message |
might have been pushed through to secure
our arrest in Chattanooga. This wns
another striking fustance of the many
narrow margins on which this day hinged.

As Fuller pressed on toward the great
tunnel, even his resolute heart almost |
died within him, while all his party began
to blame him for foolhandiness. He
feared 1o plunge into its dark deptha. It
was still filled with smoke from our en- |
ging; and Le well knew that if we jumped
off at the far end and bmrled back gur
lvcomotive at him, it meant a horrible -
death to every one on his truin; amd he |
was by no means snre that we would not |
do it. Mr. Murphy, who had so ablly |
stood by him all the while, here connsecled |
prudence, pointiug out all the perils of
an ambush. Buat Fuller realized as ap- |
parently no one else did the desperate |
need of pressing on to save the road; and |
be had muawde so0 many eséapes and been’
&0 marvelously favored, that a kind of
fatalism took holil of himm. He deter-
mined not to lose a minute, no matter
what the danger might be. It may as
well be said here that no prudent and
common sense kind of pursuit, such as
possibly any other man wonld have em-
ployed, could have bhad the slightest |
chanee of snecess, But even Fuller
quailed as they dived into the clound of |
smoke that hung around the entrance of
the tunnel, and held his breath for o few
seconds (they were still at fall speed), till
lie saw with a sigh of relief a gleam of
light abead and kuew that there was no
other engine now in the tunnel! On he
pressed, for he kuew the value of the
Chickamauga bridges ahead as well as
we did.

Iy ith

CHAPTER XII.
A BURNIKG CAR.
But for the wetness of the day all his
efforts even yet would have been foiled.
We now did what had been in the mind '
of Andrews, doubtless, for suvme time
past—what he might have tried even at
the Oostenaula bridge had not the infer- |
val between that and Calhoun been so
fearfully short. He ordered us to fire
our last car while we were running. It
was said easily, but was much harder to
do. Everything about the car was as wet
as it well could be. The rain fell in tor- |
rents, and the wood was drenched in the
tender. It was by mo small effort and
gkillfvl firinz that the engine fire could
be kept at the heat required for fast run-
ning. DBut desperate fingers tore every-
thing combustible loose from the ear, and,
smashed it into kindling. Some blazing
fagots were stolen fromus the engine and
the fire made to burm. The rapid mo-
tion with driving rain was an obstacle at
first, but us we fed up the blaze and shel-
teradd fLas well as possible, it grew rap-
idly, till soon but one could stay on the
car and wateh it, and all the others
crowded on the tender and locomotive.
The steam was now gradually shut off
that we might eome slowly upen the
bridee and be able to leave the burning
car just at the right place. We came to
a fuoll stop at this first Chickamanga |
bridgze, a large one, and well covered. In-
side it was at least drier than on the out-
sidde, and we doulited not that with
time it would burn well. The only ques- .
tionwas: “Will that time be given?'' We
wdded nhnost the last of onr oil and nearly |
the last stick of wood—knowing that a |
wood station: wns -not far ahead, and if
this bridge conld. be made to burn well, ;
we could have all the time we wanted to
get wood and everything else. In factwe |
put life itself on this last throw, and left
ourselves, in case of failure, hopelessly
bankrupt, For a considerable time, as it
seemedl to s, thonsh it mnst have been |
measured by seconds rather than minutes,
we remained on the other side of the fire
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ETSDLING A FIRE BN THE BOX CAR.

watching. Then the inexorable smoke of
the foe was seeén; the pin connecting the
burning car with onr| engine was! pulled
out and we slowly moved on.  Togclearly
we saw Lthe ruin of all vir hopes! To wait
the coming of our foes was vain, They
were now nenar at hand, and we could see
their guns, with whicli they would be able
to tight us at loug range.  The ear which,
if the day had been dry, woulld long hefore |
this have filled the bridge with o mass of |
roaring flame, was burning faster than
the bridee. To take it to another Lyidge
wias useless, for the drenching rain would
have given it little chiince to burn away
from the shelter of the bridge. Very
saldly we leff the fall eplamn of smoke
behind. The pursacrs saw the ear, and
realizing how serions their Ioss wonld be
if it was permitiad to consume the bridge,
they pushed rizht into the smoke and
shoved the burning enr on tu Ringgold,
bt a short distance ahiead, where it was
left to smoke and sputter in the rain on
the sitle track,

We were now on what proved tp be our |
last runn. T have often Deen asked if this |
day was not one of great fear oud terror |
on the purt of tho=¢ who were engaged in
the race. For my own part, 1 cannoct

. creek,” We had no fuel, though we might

| our own lives, though it was now too late
| to neccomplish our original purpose.

{ oblizer to adhere to th

| more.

honestiy Iay claim to any greater fear
thnn I hod often felt in ordinary military
servicg.  No matter what happened, there
was the assurance that we still had one
resource—ihe power to turn around and
attack $he pursuing foe. From the De-
ginning, such a conflict had Leen present
to my mind as a matter of course. Be-
fore leaving ciunp, this had Leen reckongd
@ natural conseguence of bur  position.
It had bLeen freguently tniked of among
the men, and not oue of them seemed to
regcard it with any more dread  than an
ordin;ry bhuttle. We hoddl been earefnl (o
seleet large revolvers for use, and not for
show, and when we foundl the cacmy
Eaining upon us, or our leader’s plans [or
their destruction failing, we viily Telt or |

| ‘sald that our time to strike woeuld soon |

come. We did not have the hoastful fousl- 4
ing that we were an overtateh for o liirge |
body of southern soldiers, for we nll

Evew how desperately they could and

often dil fizht; but of the ordinary citi- |
zens gatbered up as we presumed onr
pursuers were, or even of conseripts, we
had no great fear, That we hid not our
acenstomed arms was a serions  disad-
vantage, but this could be remedied bLy
getling into elose gqnarters; and we trasted

that our leader, who had shown such |

wonderful skill in management, wonld be |
ravge of the !

able to put ns within short
pursuing train, where we felt sure that we
could gquickly give a good sceount of it.

Probully the fact of Andrews having
pever been in battle, bat alwavs enpgagoed
in schemes where his own cool darine and
sugncious planning counted for every-
thing, and mere force for nothing, made
bim hesitate to order an attnek which
would throw aside all these guulities puud
determine the issue by simple fighting,
A time was near when we would tirmly
have disputed our leader’s command i
there had been an officer of any authority
among us who could have been substi-
tuted for bim; buf not il Andiews
himself had deflnitely abandoned his au-
thority. ]

Many times the guestion has been
aSked: ““Why did you not reverse your ca-
giue, and, jumping ofl, let it drive back at
the enemy?’ What good could that have
done? If their engine and our own lad
heen destroyed, as wne very probable, to-
gether with a eonslderalile number of
lives, we would only have been where wa
were before we captured the engine at
all, except that the whole country wonld
have been aroused, and our disguise
thrown off. 'The secoud train would haye
been on the ground in o fow minntes and
the power of pursnit would have been un-
diminighed. We had no wish to sacrifice
our own eugine until the last effort pos-
sible had been made. To merely destroy
had no charm for us, when that destrue-
tion could neither promote our escape nor
serve a military purpose.

CHAPTER XIIL
THE LAST TOPE.

We crouched down as well as we conld
in the tender while passing Ringgold, that
the enemy might not see our nunber, and
when beyond the town we arose amnd
looked about nus. The country was mostly
wooded and rough, being much cut up by
the branches of the swollen Chickamauga

have takem on a few water svaked fence
rails and broken them to burn: but what
wonld have been the use? Every com-
bustiblg serap was carefully gathered np
and thrown into theengine. Worst symp-
tom of all, o large pair of saddle begs,
which we had never scen Andrews with-
out from the time of the midnight confer-
ence, together with his eap and some
other pieces of clothing that he did not
reed for immediate use, were flung re-
morselessly into the furnace. Various
papers went along. These were probably
documents that he feared would compro-
mise himself or others in case of capture.
Such preparations were indeed ominous.
But his next command—the last he ever
gave to us as a party—was maore dreadful
st8l, and for the first time that day there
shot a pang of mortal terror to my heart.
Not the crush of the engine down an em-
bankment nor the comipg of another
train of the enemy from the north, shut-
ting us between two {fires, would have
caused such & sense of despair and Jiope-
less misery to steal over me. This was
the order which, as intimated before, our
party, had they been properly organized,
would not have obeyed.

For our situation was still far from des-
perate. Aside fromm the capture of the
pursuning train, which would now have
been very difficult from the fact that we
had neither fuel for rapid running, nor
the obstructions on board that were nec-
essury to place us far enough ahead for
au ambuscade, there was another plan to
which our leader was virtnally pledged,
which presented every prospect of saving

We
were some five miles beyond Ringgold,
within & mile of Graysville, or nineteen
miles by the longest railway eourse from
Chattanooga. I'rom that eily westward
to Bridgeport was tweunty-eight miles for-
her. But the nearest way to Bridgeport
wus not tkrough Chattanocoga, but fue-
thor south, and by that route it was not
distant more than thirly-five or forty
miles. The direct course was at right
angles with the mnumerous mountain
ranges which here ran almost north and
south, & reute over which eavalry conlgd
not be wvsed, amd which was known to
more than one of our party. Two com-
rades had pocket compasses which wonld
have guided us in thick woods or in
cloudy weather by day or night. Now to
have left cur train in a body, aud withonut
delaying to seek concealment, to have
struck over the streams and mountains at
right angles, a3 rapidly as we could go,
wonld have been our most hopeful
course. Long before night of the
next day we would have been safe
within Mitchel’s lines! Why not? How
conld the enemy have eaptnred us® If
they sent cavalry, these woulkld necessurily
have made long cirenfis and have Neen
lines of tho road,
COme near us
amwl the

thus coultl vot have
while clinging to the valleys
mountain sides. Even in thick wools
they canld not have overtiken us. If
threy followed us with a strong party on
foot, we flecine for our lives, would nat
have deseryved to escape, if we could net
liave held our distance for forty miles or
If they had ridden albeadt and
raised the whole country for a general
man hunt, they would have had only
twenty-four hours or less to organize it,
amnd no small party then could have ar-
rested twenty armed men. In fine, this
plan of escape through a mountainous
and denscely wooded conniry did not ap-
pear to me to be more dangerous than a
cavalry dash on the lines of the enemy’s
communications—an overy day wmilitary
affair. Even if Mitchel did not prove to
be in the neighborhood of Bridzeport
when we arrived, we would then have
bern in the loyal mountainous district
where we would have met as many friends
as foes. Al that we needed in the way of
provisions and guides our force wouln

el

| planation of this mistaken order,

Lave enabled us to command. and even

guns and ammunition conld readily

been gathered on onr way. .
But all these advanta

our keeping together

army scattered aand

and our little army was no

The fatal command which

gave ad'we were huddled tog

wood hox of the tender was

oue by one, scatter in the wo

mim strive to make his :

the Union army! We b

no concert of action, no d

for conincil, and the instinet of

was £lill strong mpon us; but

futal order, and led d‘hﬁgﬁ :

ties that followed. It transforn

a moment from a formidable

picked soldiers, ready to fight %o

into a seattered mass of fngitive b

wildered and hopeless in an

conntry, Cp e
Yet no one of us felt like censuring ou#

leader for this order, which every one

the moment believed to be a e I

take. Probably he thought that s

man of the party would find relief

being cast entirely on his own resources.
It must further be remembered, in ¢

Alrews had slept none the
that he had been nearly twenty-four
without food, and that he had spent3
two days and a uight in the most exha
Inz Infior=, both mental and physical, th
it is possilide to conceive. He had seen
cherished plans, when on the"brink of s
cess, overthrown by what seemed ¢
morseless hand of destiny. To the
failures and sorrows of his i
been added the erowning mi
this defenf.  Perhaps under his:
he realized this with an
anguish, and felt that the g
Le eonld do those he had led
of n horrible death, and into the pn
of an enraged aml trinmphant foe,
separate (hiemat once from his ows
and shadowed destiny. 1f 8o, thabt w
thie most fearful mistake of all; and a8 &
order was given, we could
looked southward through
rain and the storm clouds,
the dark ountline of the Atlanta

It was pitiful! The General had serves
us wall ever dince the morning hoar
fearful speed and patient wiitiog, in ex-
uiting raptures and hﬁnﬂtm
wis hard to abandon ROW. W2
stibstantially uninjured. The en
Brown #nd Knight, had taken good
of her, and with wood and ofl fn §
ance, there would have been no ¢
on her part in completing ¢
Huutsville. She was still jogging
at the rate of eight or ten miles
and conld maintain that p
longer. The pursners had also d
their speed, so as to just keep us
having appavently no wish to
what may have secemed to th
wonnded and dying Hon. The
to “jump off and scatter™ was T
with the injunction to be gqu i
as the engiueer wished to re
gine and drive it back upon
With such a reason there
more hesitation. It is sajd
three or four had already got
first word of command; but #
ns had hesitated, not on &
still rapld motion of the tx
idle hope that in some w

t &

m%m clam bt
and swung off. T was
the first nor the last, and jump
fully out from the step, &
ward, whirled over and over on k
feat flcr ses'jem.l revzﬂzgthllm;s.nm i
dazed condition, th: urt,
exception of a féw scratches f
briers with which the place
looked over the animated scene -
deepest interest. The men who
off were, according to 8,
in different directions, a few ers W
just coming off the engine in much
same way that T had whil
gineers were attempting to carry out
scheme of reversing the engine,
could do no good now, except poss

LEAVING THE LCCOMOTIVE.

delay the inevituble pursuita

give us 'a better opportunity to
our plans. The brakes of the ten

put on still more to diminish s
theﬂrevem‘. 1;3.5 madc.mﬂm i
conflict of authority. & PUrsuers
that the brakes were not loosed aga
our engineers are egually g

they were. It is not materis

sult is the same. The steam pow

low, that though the engine move

it was with moderate velocity, and I}
the pursuers reverse also, and coming
full stop, whistle two or three times o
approached—a seeming whistle of
though there was little ¥ the approl
our pour General to fear; and t
moved slowly before it for ashort

till the two were in contact, w
wenker stopped and the steam

off. The great railroad chase was oves

{TO BE CONTINUED IS OUR NEXT.]
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