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Socrates Jones
Despite the; skeptics, college stu-

dents do like speculative thinking;
and in spring, more than any other
season, they wonder What It's All
About.

This is a proper time to worry,
too. A confu- -
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So the problem for most cf th
members of our generation srr.i
to be to find a hard azd positive-faith- .

A tree would look a Ktt
foolish without a trunk; bat carr
of our minds offer the sase picture
of confusion.

The point of speculation fcr
springtime philosophers is wh-t

faith or belief is going to be the
center of our ideas? After the
trunk is established, the branche?
will follow, and then the leave.

You can be told that the assrer
is the brotherhood of man, power,
love, the superior race. . . . Yet:
can be told anything, by friend,
propagandist, or parent.

But you yourself are iadng a
confused world. You face it just a?
lonely as a man in the dark. Per-

haps this spring, before you esttr
the army, your thinking will tt.
more important than any yea have
ever done.
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more valuable than democratic lib-

erties?
Debunking has impressed us like

a rainbow. Nearly anyone of us is
an excellent critic V We can tear
up anything, lay it out piece by
piece, and crush it to lifelessness.

But less emphasis has been placed
on the building process. After
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"If we would change the face of the earth we must first change our
own hearts." Robert M. Hutchins, President, University of Chicago.

ILend An Ear
By Louis Harris

missed no opportunity to use the
little dramatic ironies which his-

tory provides. This grabbing aft-

er effects by foreshadowing omin-

ous events soon loses its freshness.
At best, and apparently Judith

Anderson was at best on Broadway,,
the playwrights' conception of Mary
did not measure up to the real
heights of a significant creation.
With a suitable role, Robin Bolce
is a good actress. Although her
interpretation of Mary was admir-
ably done in the technical sense,
she simply wasn't Mary.

As for the others, there was toe
much over-actin- g. Young Daniel
played by John Evans had a natu-

ralness few, in . the cast ever ap-

proached. Perhaps he hasn't had
time to learn about shouting at the
audience and concentrating on de-

livering lines than making con-

vincing conversation.
Mrs. A. R. Wilson, as the fat

homey Mary Cleophas, made the
playwrights strained attempts at
naturalness least painful. It was
as if she were the only real char-
acter on the stage and yet she did
not sustain the mood always.

With the exception of four ex-

cellent sets by Lynn Gault, "Fam-
ily Portrait" did not realize its po-

tentialities. Only on the briefest
occasions did its authors capture
the dramatic qualities which their
subject possessed inherently.

The total creation showed that
most Hollywood script writers, even
when they can secure the services
of a Judith Anderson for Broad-
way, would do well to stick to the
Hollywood game. There, at least,
strained efforts at catching the
homey, essence of family life don't
have to be exerted on anything more
significant than Andy Hardy and
Blondie.

"Family Portrait"
The idea of two movie script writ-

ers merging their talent in the crea-

tion of a play about Jesus' family
sounds just incredible enough, by
Hollywood standards, to turn out
successfully. "Family Portrait,"
the result of such a combination,
(on view at the Playmaker theater
this week) is neither very incred-
ible nor very successful.

Epccepjtang-- a few realistic mo-

ments, the Coffee and Cowan play
shapes up as an amateurish at-

tempt to mirror chummy family
life replete with Hollywood hokum
and a sincere effort to utilize the
historic events of Jesus' life in the
making of genuine drama. How
the playwrights strained to make it
genuine! Their labor showed
through everywhere. It was as if
one could see them groping in their
Hollywood bag of tricks to create
a homey little joke and then rising
most of the time only to melodra-
matic heights to push over their
message. Sometimes it rang true,
but not nearly enough times.

The central theme of "Family
Portrait" is an interesting idea.
The playwrights have presented
Jesus' family with its hair down.
They have built their story around
all the little family crises which
grew out of the group's contact with
Mary's first Son. The prophet is
not understood in His own country.
His brothers rise up in arms when
He leaves His carpentry work. His
younger brother's marriage goes on
the rocks because of His reputa-
tion as a dangerous reformer. But
the play never resolves itself into
anything more than that. It con-

tinually reiterates its theme in
seven overly long scenes.

Coffee and Cowan had much of
.their drama ready-mad- e. They

An. Open Letter
(The following is a letter to the

thousand high school students who
are spending today here as guests
of the University, while attending
E. R. Rankin's North Carolina High
School Day.)

Dear Jim:
You have spent yesterday and

will stay in Chapel Hill today ' as
guest of the University. No doubt,

you have and

personal problems the kind that
make a man build character within
him, so that the University hopes he
can step out and become a leader in
his community later on.

There are many more things to
pick up after spending four years
on this campus. Tolerance respect
for the judgment of another and
the realization that we have to keep
moving forward or we will inevit-
ably fall back.

Jim, youll like Carolina, because
it's everything you 'heard it was,
and lots more. The longer you stay
here, the better you like it, and the
more you get out of it. Think about
it, Jim, and when next fall rolls
ground, try and make it. We'd like
to see you here.

NEWS BRIEFS

will see many
things on t h e
campus that, all
go together to
make up a lot
for you to ab-

sorb in so short
a time.

You saw men
and women, who
looked like col

a 30-d- ay cooling-of- f period before de-

fense project workers may go out on
strike.

WASHINGTON, April 17 The ad-

ministration today asked Congress for

CAMPBELL
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vestigation of both sides cf the ques-

tions involved.

(Continued from first page)

to exist 20 years like Czechoslovakia
and Poland.

The Nazi plans were vague, but it
was indicated in informed circles that
Germans and Italians, with Hun-
garian, Bulgarian, and Rumanian rep-
resentatives, would begin a study of
the various claims.

ATHENS, April 17 Military
, sources said late last night that the

eastern end of the Allied line held firm
while the battle of Greece raged along
a 100-mi- le front and "not one foot of
Greek territory behind the Greco-Briti- sh

lines has fallen into enemy hands."

ing ahead to professional
careers, it becomes imperative
that they are in fit condition
for the trials of a career. Ath-
letics in college, then, is merely
one part of the program to
make women better able to
stand squarely on their own
feet when they 'get out of
school.
' This weekend, coeds will
discuss the importance of
physical training programs,
and a fitting tie-u- p would be
athletics -- for women and na-

tional defense.
The "imports" are here on

business this time, and we add
a word of warning to our own
men here: watch your step,
because with the athletic
training these women stu-

dents
f

have had, they are said
to pack an awful wallop.
L.H.

Disease of the Mind

It is not difference but
rather indifference of the
students that worries Presi-
dent Graham, Controller Billy
Carmichael told an audience at
a joint political gathering in
Graham Memorial Wednesday
night.

On every hand one sees why
this is true. The Student Leg-
islature had on the calendar
one of the most important
measures it has ever debated

yet a quorum did not appear
Monday night for . action on
the amendment to lump all
student fees for collection and
allocation. The Carolina Mag
seeks material from everyone,
yet the same writers con-

tribute month after month be-

cause the editors can find no
one else to do the work. The
Interdormitory council meets,
it holds an annual dance, but
does little more. Coed govern-
ment is usually in the hands of
a few because only they alone
manifest interest in affairs of
the association.

Supporters of non-interventi- on

in the war seek to arouse
interest in their cause, but
they receive little response.
Advocates of total aid have
their organization, but it too
languishes. Believers in de-

mocracy, opponents of democ-
racy, sit quietly and say noth-
ing as forces counter to their

Call for Cooperation
A sign in front of the In-

firmary announces office hours
as 8:30 to 11 a. m. and 3 to 6
p. m. during week days and
10 to 11 and 4 to 5 on Sun-
days.

This does not mean that
emergency cases would remain
emergencies until the official
hours for medical service ; it
simply means that during
those periods the doctors wish'
to dispose of : routine cases.
They need the cooperation of
the students to ease Iheir task
of guarding the health of 3,-5- 00

members of the student
body.

Athletic Imports
A new kind of "import" will

be on the campus the next few
days.

This "import," strangely
enough, will be the guest of
none other than the Carolina
coed.

Women students from
eleven colleges throughout the
state are convening here for
the North Carolina State Con--
ference of the Athletic Fed-
eration of College Women.

The girls will talk about
sports," coed athletic activities,
and will witness several dem-

onstrations of rifle shooting
and dancing.

For several years down in
Woollen gymnasium, men stu-

dents, rushing to and from
gym classes, have seen coeds, ,

adorned in sprightly white
outfits, playing basketball on
the main floor or dancing on
the third floor. Airs. J. C.
Beard, head of women's ath-
letics here, has kept coeds in
trim through a healthy cur-
riculum of sports.

The whole movement for
coed athletics is a relatively
new one on college campuses,,
the time once having been-whe- n

women were supposed
to be retiring, blushing, dainty
delicates, that were as frail as
a budding rose in a hailstorm.
It was the duty of the male
population to shroud them
frpm the hard, tough world.

Times have changed since
then, however, and now, with
women taking over many posts
in defense industries, with
women more and more look

lege boys and girls to you in shirt
sleeves, light dresses, and saddle
shoes. The reason you could tell
was because you expected them,
and because you felt a certain air
about them that just doesn't exist
in other places.

Yet, Jim, if this was all you. no-

ticed, I'm afraid that you just
scratched the shell. There's a fer-
tile field that lies inside the signs
marked Chapel Hill.

Carolina isn't a place like most
others in the world. It isn't nearly
so hard as the world that you will
live in when you are 25 or 30, but
it's a lot tougher than being tied to
mamma's apron strings. It is more
of a stepping stone into life.

We have a lot here that most of
us can't get at home. For one
thing, we make a real effort to
learn to stand on our own feet
squarely and firmly. We must make,
our own decisions and get a proper
perspective. For, if we don't, we
just don't fit in.

We continually know more about
people, things in the past, and
most important, how to go about
bucking the future. Fortunately,

a 37 per cent increase in taxes an
increase that would force almost
every man and woman in the United
States to dig deeper to help finance
rearmament.

WASHINGTON, April 17 Senator
Charles W. Tobey, Republican of New
Hampshire, tonight called on Presi-
dent Roosevelt to give a "frank, un-
equivocal and complete statement" of
his position on the convoy question.

WASHINGTON, April 17 The
automotive industry agreed today to
reduce its output of 1942 automobiles
and trucks by about one million units

6. To keep the "Letter to the Ed-
itor" column open to all letters, sc
long as they remain within the bounds
of journalistic propriety and the spacfr
limitations of the paper.

7. More pictures on all subjects,
with particular attention to spot news-possibilitie- s

and Jjetter picture cover
age of sport events.

8. To publish a Sunday Feature
Section like the experimental one
printed at the end of- - the winter
quarter. ...

"9. Daily publication of the cross-

word puzzle, a complete "Today" co-

lumn, and birthday lists, to be begun
at the first of the year and never om-

itted, and uncensored columns by cap-

able writers
"10. To make the Tar Heel an in-

strument for desirable improvements
on the campus such as dormitory so-

cial rooms and telephone booths, seats
for Memorial hall, .better lights for
the library, better student-facult-y and
dormitory-fraternit- y relations, and to
cooperate with the Student council in
making the honor system work as it
should work." '

A pastel drawing of Mrs. Dwight
W. Morrow recently was presented to

so that additional manpower, mate-
rials, and facilities can be diverted to
national defense production.

DETROIT, April 17 The United
Automobile Workers, CIO affiliate, to-
night directed 45 of its local union,
covering 61 plants of General Motors
corporation to take strike votes be-

fore April 25.

Subject of a paper delivered before
the Michigan Academy of Science,
Arts and Letters: "The Effect of the
Histamine Antagonist, Thymoxye-thyldiethylmali- ne

(929F) on Gastric
Secretion."

(Two German divisions, of from 22
to 30 thousand men, have been wiped-o-ut

in casualties in the past ten days
during mass Nazi attacks with, in-

fantry and tanks, according to an ob-

server who returned to Athens and
quoted by the British radio.)

The Allied right : flank, extending
from Katbrini some dozen miles north-
east of Mount Olympus near the Gulf
of Salonika, to Serbia, 30 miles to the
southwest was reported to be repuls-
ing all enemy attacks.

German bombing planes were said
to be supporting the land onslaught,

'blasting heavily at British and Greek
positions in efforts to open a breach
for a drive down on Larissa, key com-

munication center 45 miles to- - the
south. -

WASHINGTON, April 17 The first
major step toward enactment of legis-
lation to prevent labor disputes from
interferring with defense production
crystallized today when the house
naval affairs committee approved the
Vinson compulsory mediation bill.

As originally drafted, the measure
would have applied only to plants
working on navy contracts, but the
committee amended it to embrace all
defense industries. The bill calls for

we haven't the economic difficulties,
in most cases, that folks have out
in the world, but we have all the

ideas are at work. Mental
lethargy is everywhere.

There is nothing wrong in
alert difference, whether it is
in a race for a class presidency
or in attitude concerning the
administration's policy toward
war. Indifference is fatal. It
breeds poor government here
on the campus ; it breeds blind,
obedient dependence on one
mortal man in national life.

Smith college.
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ambitious University of North Carolina men.
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