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*g*m Breeding:
A Freedom Tradition

For The Di & Phi

When the Philanthropic Assembly chose
last week to debate the delicate topic of se-
lective breeding of people; we resolved Puri-
tanically to roundly condemn this {inc de-
bate club for- pukmg such a subjee:.

The Phi (and its sister and similar organi-
* zatiom, the Dialevtic Senate,) were fmmded m
July, 1795. And behind them lies a long
vlorious tpad.;uuu of student explmsmn’
freedom. Thus, we decided, such Frivolous
tupus as seleune sex weren't appropriate.

‘Ne w Off Limits

But, looking back over the fuundmg tale
of these two debating socicties, we've decided
that no subject—if sanely and. rationally
handled—is nea]h off limits for the Di and
Phi.

Thc Di, frnm the very beginning, unders
took “‘to mspﬂt the conduct and morals of
the members.” And, in deing so, the Caro-
lina tradition.for student sc]f-gm ernment was
born—a tradition that has thrived and wid-
ened in scope almost every year.

The Phi, during its initial year of exist-
ence, petitioped the factlty for reinstatement
of a membex who had himselF E\pc‘lled from
Carolina for drunkenness. The society prome
ised the faculty that it would be responsible
for the boy's conduct, and thc faculty agreed.

As vears went by, the faculty turned maorve
and more disc 1p!1na: matters over to the
Di and Phi. By 1884, memberstip in one of
the two societies was compulsory- The Di
and Phi were truly the seeds of the Univers-
ity's student government.

F Forum of Freedom
When the University grew, the Di and

Phi were no longer centers of government.
However, their function as a forum for [ree
student expression continued—umitil today.

In recenwdycars, when the Red scare has
silenced many in colleges from speaking their
minds, the deb-te fhmrs of the Di and Phi
ha\e been open, free, loud, and controvers-
ial. Aside from this néwspaper, the Hoors of
the Di and Phi are the only places on campus
where any student may spe.nL his mind freely
‘and! without wndue restraint. (The class-
goom, previoskly in the open forum category,

,__rbas gmwn tao Jarge for snth purpmes\

{) As fnr 'lw absurd tupl( of selective bregd-
Jng o people, which, the Phi tackled last
“’Cth We see It as an lllffl’f\tlu(" (OPIC one in

which all the complications ut sex-siiobbery
coutld be discussed, one which is not without
humor and light hearts.

But, more important, is clearly demon-
strates the Complete freedom enjoyed by the
Phi (and D1, for that matter) 1o discuss what-
gver topic emters their collective minds. And
we're glad about it.

Liquid Refreshment:
Framer's Tradition

r L v
The érowds in local beerdrinking estab-
Iishmem.s farmerly reminded us of time;
hatmg copgregations, but a professor has
en the )Té]l"‘h[[lll pastime a new and sig.
wgmzm stant. :

7 X\’bcn the framers of the U. . Gonstitus
i met in Bhiladelphia in 1787, Ben Frank.
lin found that men were in a much more
" campromising mm)d about a keg of brew in
the Indian Queen Tavern.
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Carolina Front s
‘Pothuck Pogo”:
A Dark Horse
In Kellyland

J.A.C. Dunn

fPOTLUCK POGO,; Wait Kel-
ly’s latest stroke of only-slight-
ly - subhuman Okeefenokeean
chronicling, has recently slam-
med the bookstands a resound-
in blow to the collective smalis of
their collective
aper backs.
- We read
} theough our
icopy (eourtesy
of !he Intimate
' in

‘smnauy hang‘ing ltmlrly over the
arm of our chair and
with uncontrolled,
laughter. Walt done doed it
again. We liked particularly the
crack about the octopus who
eouldn’t operate a hot string vi-
olin .quartet because as soon as
‘he got all four violins going he
didp’t have a leg to stand on: was
subsequently given a bagpipe by
his parents to console him, but
fell in love with the hagpipe be-
cause it was the first plaid oc-
topus he had ever seen; offered
the bagpipe all eight hands in
marriage and got no answer, and
finally got a job w,nving goodbye
on pier 42,
* *

THE BOOK goes on in typical-
ly zany Kelly vien for 179 pages.
As we said, we never put it down.

However, this is the first time -

Mr. Kelly has ever inserted a
chill into his cartooning. Part of
this chill we received neot from
the drawings themselves, but

simply from the fact that we had -

read some of the episodes else-
where before: we had read about
the thinki contest between
Beauregard Bugleboy and Albert;
we had read about Bun Rabbit
“earrying the hose” when Albert
gets stuck in a bird house; we
had read about the Hon. Mole
Macaroney trying to find a “mys-
Aorigats. staanger” in a - bucket

This gives us an uncomfortable

feeling. What is happening to Mr.
Kelly that he doesn't write new
Pogo for a new Pogo book? Any-
one who says Mr, Kelly is drying
up apd ecan't go on
please follow their judgment with
the qualification that it isn't true.
Kelly’s the cream in our coffee,
he’s the lace in our shoe,

* *

BUT THE principle contribu-
tion to the aura of macabre chill
in ‘Potluck’ is something we fear
will be hard to explain clearly.

Underneath all of Mr. Kelly's,
cheerful insanity and alluring
nonsense we find a shadow. The
brightness, the hail-fellow-well-
said - the - hell - with - the -
next - page - until - we - get - 10~
it feeling, the airy and hearten-
ing disdain with which Mr. Kelly
picks up the world’s problems,
examines them dewn an inky
nose, smirks casually, and lacer-
ates them: all this does not, we
suspect, originate in a bright,
hail-fellow, airy, disdaining, and
smirking person. We cannot quite
say why we feel this way, but the
impression we get of some sol-
emn, silent, despondent gloom
behind the sparkle of Pogo is
unmistakable.

It may be the poetry that
makes us feel that way, All of
Mr. Kelly's poetry we had reaa
befo;,e “Potluck’ we found r rath-

er sad and mournful in a gentle

m of way and this never Wpr-

51 t there is a nq
the %Elgﬂa of ‘Potluc
more cheerful, and some mp ﬂ

qgrvet;:y proqs us to _4an
eve. per despair in lhe
llusow as a resultl. lIy

And furthermore, in mf. lfel-
ly's postscript, the last umepoe
has stuck with us immov :
the two or three days ela
since our reading of the b
“In this dark when we all talk at
once, some of us must learn to
whistle.”

Maybe we're nuts; hq..wp re
on the wrong trl{:km:'j’l.mtyer.
maybe all this suspicion q!' mor-
bidity is a figment of what, in our
less inhibfted moments, we are
wont to call our imagination, But
it seems 1o us that there is too
much profundity in Pogo for Mr.
Kelly's brilliant drawing and
salire 0 bhe nothing but fizzy

galety. 'l‘hcll-es a dark horse in
the cast sonjewhere.

skrieking -

maniacal -

inventing -

ls On—

ng'h;h E[ub | Wwer Challenged:

Calling H

Tends To D:scredlf-

Elisha Douglas

(Mr. Douglas, of the Univers-
ity History Department, is the
aithor of Rebels And Demo-

crats. )
Editors:

A few days ago the English
Club, in its gpening pronounee-
ment of the year, deplored the
fact that the humanities are often
advertised by faculty members
as “practical” subjects in an at-
tempt to convince students of
their value. It is intimated to the
students, the Club continued,
that the mastery of the humani-
ties will in some subtle way in-
crease their earning power. This
policy, according to the Club, is
both a deception practiced on
the students and an attack on the
true glory of the humanities. The
humanities are not practical.
They are things of the spirit, a
preclons herntage irom the past,
abd their main purpose jis orna-
mental. Like all beautiful things
they should be loved for them-
selves and not for what bene-
fit they can confer on those who
show interest in them.

‘PRACTICAL INDEED’

S0 runs the argument of the
English Club. But as one who
believes and has often said that
the humanities are very practical
indeed, I should like to raise
a few objections for the Club's
consideration. In the first place,
I would agree entirely with the
contention that a mastery of the

‘htimanities does not necessarily

increéase the financial reward one
expects to find in business.
Certainly the cash value of the
humanities is low, as the size of
the salaries of teachers ip this
field demonstrates. But it does
not follow, as the Club indicates,
that because the humanities_have
little cash value they are “im-
practical.” Practicality is meas-
ured. in a much more valuable
coin that dollars and cents. All
means which enable the individ-
wal to adjust successfully to his
environment, which give the un-
derstanding amd tolerance of fel-
low men necessary for sociefal

Wiving, which promote individual

and group decisions mest con-
ducive tb the general welfare—
these achievemerfts are much
more practical in the long run
than the aequiring of g large
bank balance.

Suecess, then, measured in terms
of rewards to the individual,
means much more than material
prosperity. The formulas for suc-
cess, in this larger context, are
almost as numerous as the num-
ber of men who have lived on
this earth, but a well-balanced
education has usually been con-
sidered an important ingredient.
It is with in this framwork of
balance that the humanities play
an i;nportant’ part.

NO ORNAMENT

, Down through the generations
the bhemanities have been con-
tributing to the understanding
man has of himsell, his neigh-
bers, and his universe. Their con-
tribution has not been as im-
mediately evident as that of the
occupational studies, or even of
the social sciences. While tpe
{Qrmp group of subjects

“ yides economic 'securily and a

usa[ul - rewarding life work,
d wl:ﬂe the second group at-
tem,p to find solutions for a

hroa Tarige of social prggl’dms' s

-_li_.

-—

‘the centributions of the human-
ities seem vague, undefined, and
infangible. Indeed, a convincing
‘demonstration of this point is
the apparent inability of the
English Club to find any purpsse
in them. If students of the hu-
manities consider their subject
an “ornament” useful primarily
for the titillation of esthetes,
then less erudite ¢ ers MIY
be pardoned for .failing to see
practical value ill these studies.

A pomuve demonstration of the
value of the humanities is ad~ _
mittedly glﬂieult but a negative
demonstration can be moré fruit-
ful. Supposing, in ?lllrinbmﬂ
ing technological ci on, we
had ng history or mermke Bath
tubs, refrigerators, ‘sports cars
and atom bombs—yes, but no
Shakespeare, Walt Whitman, or
Wordsworth, no momery of the
American Revolution or the ori-
gin ‘of the Constitution, no doc-
trine of states-rights. Would we
be as well off? Tt would fhe 2
hardy and an ixnmnt ‘man to
say yes. If 'history may be de-

fined broadly as the collective :

and rationalized memory of the
race, then a race without history
is a race with amnesia. Without
a fund of experience to draw
upon for decisions, it would find
rational action as difficult as
would the individual man wilh
such an afﬁicﬁan Tnevitably it
would destroy itself. A race with-
out literature would eeruinly be
impoverished ~ esthetically, but
worse, it would be deprived of
its more fruitful source of in-
formation regarding the stand-
ards and values necessary for
the happy life, for the under-
standing of the emotions, and
for the cultivation of the sym-
pathy and understanding of the
fellow man mdlspenllble for so-
cial living.

CARRY A MESSAGE .

The great works of literature,
therefore, are practical because
they carry .a message which can
be incorporated into the fund of
experience which produces ra-
tional decisions. The message is
often obscure and intangible, to
‘be sure, but it is none ‘the less
read. Works of art are not re-
ceived on Mount Sipdi; they are
produced by fallible men under
imperfect conditions. The' gloomy
Dane lives on not beécause of
Shakespeare’s poetry but because
of the terrifying picture of what
can happen when a man who can-
not make up his mind is pre-
sented with decjsions of life and
death. The poetry of Words-
worth is immortal not because of
its rhyme ‘and metér but because
of its revelation of the intimate
union of man with nature. The
orations of Cicero are read not
because they are fine Latin but
because they give insight into the
meaning and standards of public
service. The list Might be indef-
initely extended, and g]thbugh
individual interpretations as to
the exact message of any Titer-
ary work of art will ‘alWways vary,
it cannot be tloubted that a mes-
sage is there.

UNFELT INFLUENCE

Any apparent impracticality in
the humanities comes not from
internal aemmy bnt from
mmér in which ' thue studie:

ducation and fron t&e

‘O;qamenfal’
Damage Them

in Chemistry I; the philosophy
of Josiah Royce does not reveal
itself with the brilliance of an
atomic explosion; the poetry of
“‘Walt 'wpiwan is not as explicit
as a railway time table.. th the
influence of the humanities is
none the less significant for be~
ing unfelt. In all of the great
literary works and in ‘history we
gee a constant procession of peo-

~ ple reacting to problems, some-

times effectively and sometimes
futily. We instinctively evainate
the wxﬁdom ‘of ‘their decision—
~weé see a solution they missed, or
a better solution than (he one

they took.

Throughout the long process of
a study of the humanitjies. then, a
slow and perhaps ‘unconscious
ediieation is being acquired. We
are aocumulatmg vicarious ex-
perience of a type which will
enable us to handle effectively
the {ypes of problems which im-
pinge most closely upon ‘our so-
cial living. We are coming to an-
derstand human nature better,
we are able to form more accu-
rate judgments on what relation-
slilps and attitudes in human af-
fairs ln'ing the most favorable re-
sults.

This is not the conscious edu-
cation of required courses, grades,
and quality points; it is a con-
finuation of the silent eéduca-
tion of growing up, of coming to
maturity. In this case the hu-
manities, by imparting vicarious
experience, advance the maturi-

ty level beyond what is possible

with personal and actual experi-
ence. In a pharse, education in
the humanities is education in
how to live. What more practical
objective can education have?

PILLAGE BY ESTHETES

Believing that the humanities
are impractical is a fine way of
making then son, for this is just
one of several means of pillaging
them of their message. Those
esthetes who attempt to snatch
them from the catagory of prac-
tical education, who attempt to
mould them into a liturgy for
the esoteric enjoyment of an in-
tellectual elite, constitute one of
the greatest dangers facing the
‘humanities today. i the humani-
ties are interpreted in such a way
as to lose the common touch,
their educational —and therefore
practical—value will be gone, In
some fields the kidnapping of the
thumanities has already progress-
ed rather far. The painters who
have made art a display of psy-
chofeurosis and the mausicans
who glory in barbaric yawps have
gravely injured their media of
artistic expression. By refusing
to acknowledge the responsibility
of artists ty say something un-
derstandable to someone ejse be-
sides a coterie of confederates in
confusion, they have heaped rid-
icule upon themselves and their
work. Art does not deserve the
name unless it cap evoke a fairly
uniform artistic response from
rational observers.

The esthetes have not gone as
far as the artists and musicians
in discrediting the humanities,
but they appear to have taken the
same road. It will be unfortun-
ate; to say the least, if those
who - belleve in the practical edu-
catxon value of the humanities
?ﬂi}ﬁ by default allow allega-

ons of impractieﬂnl;y fo spread
v{;@:e day should éver come when

Yead Cicero soley to fet sent
on his’ style, we might all’ botter
ﬁherbug to Perry Como.

Conirontalmn an crm-mm
ination nder ont,ﬁ' m-ig Ss e '
if the American ideal of __'e‘
cess is to remmp a vital 12
in our public life. ;We jave

s;stem where g0 men

the rudiments of a iﬁlx

The practice of using faceless
informers has apparently spread
through a vast domain. It has
touched countless hundreds of
men and women and ruined
‘many. '

It is an un-American praotice

' ug-*m inde ineligible

for
gow.-mment employment " he
would suffer a bill of attainder,

outlm bg tlle Constltution An
admmutratwe ageucy—the crea-
ture of Congress—certainly can-
not exercise powers that .Con-
gress itself is barred from assert-
ing.

'ﬁm who see the force of this

posxtnon counter h_y sa that
the Govemmenls sbm’cas of fn-

AP
{: e sources lzﬁe'ihﬁ'ﬁma
§§ﬁ M protection, should
be kept secret. But once they
ave used to destroy a man’s rep-
utation and deprive him of his
“liberty,” they must be put to the
test of due process of law.

'I‘he use of faceless informers
is wholly at war with that con-
cept. When we relax our stand-
ards to accommodate the face-
less informer, we viclate our
basic constitutional guarantees
and ape the tacties of those whom

we despise.

Is ’Dlxlehnd
To sive
The Cl.'pwbar"

Paul B. Mason

ASHEVILLE — What is going
toe heppen to “Dixieland”,
the £mu.s Thomas Wolfe house
on Spruet St. in Asheville?

mt is' a question whi¢h may
fing its apswer next week at a
meeting Monday of the Thomas
Wolfe Memorial Association, on
the famous writer's birthday.

This group has planped for
more than five years to take over
the ‘9ld boardinghouse from: “Look
Homeward Angel”. But aeccord-
ing to Wolfe’s sister, ‘Mrs; Mabel
Wheaton, the financial portions
of these “plams” have never
been completed.

Mrs. Wheaton is now anxious
to see the house set in a more
permanest trust — if citizens of
tlie state feel that it is of suf-
ficient literary value to preserve.

“What do you think?"”, she in-
quired “several weeks back. “Is
it ‘worth keeping?”

To those who know the sister
of Tom' Wolle, there is little
doubt Peported in the way that
she feels. But at the same time,
thére ‘remains the ohvious prob-
lem of what will be done. And
of who will do it.

“Why, we have been wanting
some'boﬂy to take it over for
years,” Mrs. Wheaton declared.
“After all, it’s too much for me
even now. I am eleven years old-
er than Tom”—refering back to
‘Wolfe's birth in 1900.

e 2 *x

* At may age, it's terribly hard
for me to look after the house,”
she reflected. And it is not cnly
fhepnaént problem that disturbs
her.-

“We are interested in ‘what is
to be done’ in terms of fifty or
a hundred years,” explained Mrs.
Wheaton — who of all the fami-
ly has taken the most active care
of the property. “The whole
point is,” she went on “Is the
house worth keeping?”

*“It costs to keep that place go-
ing,” she emphasized, stating
that much of the upkeep has
been borne by the family. “And
it's time to de something!”

“I ‘moved away things like
‘Mama'’s silver,” but there are
still"a great many things of value
to be looked after in the big ram-
bling house, which is nearly three
quarters of a eentury old.

In 1949, the Thomas Wolfe As-
sociation proposed to buy the
building from ‘the family. In fact
they put up some of the money.
But ‘Mrs. Wheaton says that it
was .possible for the group to
make only twe payments. “And
the last one,” she added, “was
over three years ago.”

Admittedly, there is some hope
that the organization can still
raise the money. It has a new
head named Sam Bass. “Angd if

anybody can round up the dough
for this preject, he can,” a local
observer commented.

* *

But if nothing can be done in
this divection, Mrs. Wheaton
sees just three possibilities —
short of simply tearing the old
structure down. If friepnds can-
not finance the project, she
though maybe the City of Ashe-
ville — mnever totally fond of
Wolfe — might take over.

“If they can’t, perhaps the Un-
iversity—or even Harvard might
want it.” Both institutions of
coupse -have special Wolfe col-
lections. (And it is said in some
places at UNC that their collec-
tion might have been even bet-
ter had the University showed
Jore interest at the right time.)

So far there has been no com-
ment from either institution
about such a proposal. But it is
recognized that being given a
“literary shrine” as far awav as
Asheville would certainly be al-
most o#arwheluungly difficult to
care for.

“Thoug no solution is at hand —
one tHing is certain. A decision
{6 tear down “Dixibland“ would
be sire to faise up cries and pro-

tSsts “from all’ parts
sbvgz‘al months 0, it was
ry to raze a er “Wolfe

House™ in Asheville — a con-
&mned structure which a half-

tury ago ‘was the author's
llli'ih

‘A wire service car-
¢ Story and a huge elamor
ﬁﬁ !ronl all sections.
% t
ile ‘a solution “is sought,
isltors  still come to the old
m almost daily. They take
p‘tc’tum outside, or walk through
the halls of the rambling old
building On ‘the walls are
plaques  with excerpis from
“Look Homeward Angel” identi-
fying each scene.

The bed on which the children
were born is there. So is the
brass bed on which his father
died. There are tools from the
latter's stone shop at Pack
Square. And downstairs is Eliza
Ganl's old{fashioned kitchen.

Aid-Po-

Bill R:-.-_'_:,:"
"Tarnation

The seats in
for so long that many
have become rather
them. Our attachment
much more physical
ress‘i\'ei_v worse the longe
wards the middle of
not withstanding,
cerned with where {
with the hkappenings
year's promise of man
jum, the writer went
other morning belween
be done aboutl getting
fortable in the old plaes

Memom

Everyone was ver:
seats ip use up there now
auditorium, a towered

present hall look like some
Livad Wright, and screw
floor with no regard fo
was flat. This accounts |
posteriors or rayon pant:
their seats and
them. It appears on {j
that would be needed
front ends of the =eats, |
do the trick; the benches
Mr. Barrett, n
figured that it would cosf
per unit to replace the be
those in Carroll Hall
holds apout nineteen
around forty-five o
the Legislature of this s
for its generosity to certa
Liniversity, the idea of new
gan to look pretty well

slip

down

The first flicker oi
aoffice of the Grand Old
Chancellor House. A

ClﬂEs le[t almost two thou
for & fund that was to be ;

clagses, until a sufficient :
new seals in.
Another thing that

that Harvard has done
chaps up there sold subscr
old benches to their alun
up into ten-foot lengths,
them, and sent them
grads. The Chancellor
started talking about
ting the Old Well ang th
Seal on them until his s«
it  was originally,
Rameses' picture on then
Mr. Charlie Shalfer, in
third floor, takes care of 1
campaign, which has only
but which has already d
for the University that
can't do. The leader of
able gentleman
to say;: (1) while the b
to get some weallth)
fork over the requisite
too likely for the same
class has contributed
seats, however much the
have the appeal that
mental gift has. (2) Ma
over in 'their treasurie
this purpose —the C
hundred and seventy-six
mmg to spend it
Fund, since it receives
discretion of its trustee
cash into the project
tieularly if the student
tributing themselves
vear’s senior class
Whether we get new
everything else around
them bad enough we ca:

who had

lass

Benson

SE(.I‘(‘L&I Ben
before a congressional
a2 mistake in firing Wolf
risk. His department's
firing was written
hard.”

Mr. Benson savs
sky's seeurity status
“I do not want furthe;
sky.” This may be construe
ion that injury has been

Mr. Benson savs he |

Department securits {
oemmended to President E
Administration’s over-al

may be eonstrued as an

pen was delective in

AS an lﬂ{‘]!\i{illas‘
an upright, conscientious ma
office holder he has ha,
for months on end i
make these minimum adm

Mr. Benson fired
tural attzché at the Tok:
Weeks passed, Mr. Lade
FOA, and. yet Mr. Benson

regretf or modify his

Mr. Ladejinsky until

Clark R. Mollenhofif

obtained a back-handed
Mollenhoff kept

week after week. 4

dorsed Mr. Benson's

June 24, a White Hous«

Benson as indicating that

Ladejinsky) was probably
Mr Benson has

but snmchuw these

quate to describe an of

out proof, branded M: )

trusted by his Government

do much more o make

Why does he still res :

regred for the harm done



