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Step Forward

In Journalism

Is Aim Of Campus Paper
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America: Pacifist Nation Where
Education Is The Latest Extreme
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Americans Feast:

World Is Hungry

By FRANK CROWTHER

and so we gathered round the tables |a.
Thursday, gave thanks and filled our stomachs [,
of rich. nutritious foods. Many sat in harmonious
groups afterward, picked their teeth and spoute
platitudinous cliches of the wonders of Americ
Life, liberty and the persuit of the dollar .
portunity for all, two ears in every garage un|
“where, oh where, but in America?” There wer
even kindly thoughts that Santa Claus
around the corner and that the great American
dition will triumph over all.

wias

While we were stuffing, however, two thirds
the world spent another day of undernourishmen
At the day’s end, there ere 125.000 new mouths
feed in the world. By the yvear 2025, there will
a total of 13 billion mouths to feed. And in Rus:
where they do not celebrate such a day, 1 sup;
that there were several hundred men coneentratin
on intricate plans for bigger and better ICBM'y
America, everybody was burping and passin

Our leaders in Washington, however, keep
ing us that all will be well. They have known i)l
along that the Russians were producing ‘missi
and that, though we are slightly behind, the o
American svstem would soon move itself and
once again to the head of the track. In fact, the
tell us that there were reports of the Russiny
surprising advancements as early as 1953, and thy
in 1955. they even tracked great numbers of
on our long-range radar installations on the h
of Turkey. They knew this, they say, but decided
that there was no need to tell the people. Of cour
not, let them wallow in their sweet little pools
plenty. Let them be entertained. but not
And, if we should have to inform them, le
they: don't ask “why?”

nformed

We are, on the other hand. edueatine
people than any other country in history, are
not? But, comes the reply. look at
facts: only 49%% of the high
teach any Physies; of our graduating high sch
students. only 5% have had Physies, 7°
Chemistry, 139 have had Geometry, and 167

had Algebra: of the 1500000 graduatine ]
school students in Russia, EVERY SINGLE ONF
has had 5 vears of Physies, 5 vears of Chemistry
5 vears of higher math of English, 10 ve
of Russian., and 10 vears of Historv, A hlind
can see that are behind in the Sciences

these disturl
the US

schools in

have | an

5 vears
we

Our professional educators point out, quic
that we have placed more emphasis in this coutn
on the Humanities. This is reassuring to me. espen
allv since I have decided to maijor in humanities
But, again, T look around at my fellow classmates
and find this hard to believe. We are not even le

d

ing the humanities well. There are exceptions
granted. but what of the average mass-produced
student? What are his interests® What does

“Great American Experiment” mean to him? Ap

parently. not very much.

The creative and imaginative students are few
and far between. This inner-directed handiul in
our youth is seemingly ostricized from the onse!
It appears to be disrespectful to have a penetrating
questioning mind. The worst sin of all is askine

which requires considerable
thought. Don’t try to encompass too much, we
told: find vour proper field and plunge intp it. S
we have developed what Ortega Y
“barbarians of specialization”

troublesome question

Grasset call
Men of action

call for. not those of thought or feeling. We |
developed a country which is overly concerned with
pragma and rarely with theoria. l

It reminds me somewhat
Little Prince who, when he
came

of Saint-Exuper
visiled the fourth plane
@ businessman who was busy counti
the stars which he claimed belonged 1t

“And what do vou do with them?”
prince).

upon

v him

(said the

“l1 administer them.” replied the
‘1 eount them and recount them. It is

But T am a man whao is naturally
lers of

businessm
dith

inferested in m
consequence.”

The little prince, however,

: argued for
interpretation of

consequence

his ow
maltters of

“I myself own 1 flower which 1 waler evers
day. I own three volcanoes which I elean
week (for 1 also el

one never knows),

ont ever

*an out the one which is extinet
eve It is of some use to my volecanoes
and it is of some use to my flower, that I own
them. But vou are of no use to the stars

The businessman’s
had nothing to answer.
said, “The grown ups
troardinary,”

mouth dropped open and he
As the little prince left he

iare certainly altosether e

y g . » oo
* Yes, arown-ups assuredly ars extraordinars
ney are necessarily concerned with their

; matters
of consequence:

1 Mickey Mantle's batting aversse,
the number of crows in Marked Tree, Arkansas
who's who in Who's Who, how much money their

neighbor ha_s : the old weakness of being well
informed with non-functional facts. These :

> are mal
ters of consequence ‘

' . which wil] eventually hlow
away like a puff of smoke, ‘

Ar‘ud so this is what has come of the “Great
American Experiment * With potentially the ""‘!":'.
fwst country in the world — pnot onlv i;; ri('hr;. hnl'
in wealth of achievement, unabused rrominrn. 11
hunps_l communion of human beings w;» fh-rni
Ampn‘m now settine out (o “2et what 'is coming
to us”™ How long will it take for the doll . :
o renlare the eross? we have prooy
“free-holders"” of 1789 10 the “£ree-i

ar sign
essed from the
Oaders"” of 1957.




