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Stars Of Jazz
A Video Treat
On TV Network
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by Al Capp

by Walt Kelly

What Is A Teacher?

This is a question that we must ask ourselves,

not only because some of us will hecome teacher:

in high schools and colleges in the future, but also
in order to understand the kind of relationship tha

exists or should exist between teacher and studen!

What must a teacher be before his students—whau!
should his attitude towards them be? We can onl:
look at the problem from our own point of viey

as students trying to acquire maturity and perhap:

.a little wisdom with which to approach God and

marli.

Because a teacher is an artist with a very specia
material to work with he must have a special atl
tude towards the integrity of this material, the hi
man personalities under his care, as well as somq
thing to express in it. What distinguishes a realls
great teacher from the plentiful scholars who have
a large store of knowledge and perhaps even the
ability to express it intelligetnly? 1 think the firs
agd rarest attribute is love for his students: not
only willingness and respect, but love, Students can

get their facts and theories, their culture, from
many teachers: indeed, if they have the will the;
can get culture from books without the help
intes ference of olther agents. But only teaching with
love can make them wise, and if they can glean
measure of Wisdom from the other, loveless offe:
ings then it is only through their own unguided ef
fort

The question shculd be asked, of course—wha!
iz a student? This has been discussed quite often
and the answer should be well known. But it is
deubtful whether any teacher can love studenis
who are not really students — who, instead
enthusiasm for learning. have only the desire
learn as little as possible while fulfilling the
cquirements for a degree. There must be love
both sides: on the part of the student. not onl;
love and respeet for the teacher, but, more basical

wisdom.
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That this is not always present
students is, perhaps, not
education is merely “a wan
adolescence” directed not towards wis
the acquirement of the
svmhbols of intellectual accomplishmeni, grades and
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may he that the same loveless scholars are to blame
[t seem hat they ereated grades and degrees in
Ia . insure the preservation of their posi-

ong the elite of intellectual society, and
now the degrees are necessary to any man before
he can teach in college or even in most high schools
Unfortunately the receipt of a BA or an MA or
Phl) 1s not a s2uarantee of wisdom and certamly nol
of love. What would education be- like it grum-a
and degrees were abolished? Entirely undisciplin
ed? Not necessarily, for all the students who com«
te college, and it is a very large number. only o
wcquire the symbols that society demands of them
would nnot come if there weren't any. The oy
means of judging a man’s wisdom would be the
rl ' me his words and actions. and
[ nake ni ference whether he acquired if
eat 1 er or from his own experience
e ideal situation might have been possible
1 combination of love and wisdom in a maa
nakes him inevitably a teacher — his wisdem
i learners around him and by love he ealls
i their enthusiasm and puts them in a state of
mind to become wise because he is wise. Plato tells
rates did so. and perhaps the great um
versities of the Middle Ages were built around such
men. Even now there are some, but theyv are ham

» system foreced upon them., and we can

now come them as children eager to beconie

I had one such teacher in high school ever)
iody seems to have one or a few great teachers
whom they have responded sometime during thei

cducation. He was a very strange looking man
hardly five feet tall, but with a bulldog expressio:
that made him big, and he loved us in his own
Herce way. Some of the ideas and opinions thaa h
tried to communicate to us I have since found
be wrong or inapplicable, but I am sure that we
were all a little wiser for the time that we spen’
under nim

The scholarly writer should be a teacher too
but this rarely happens today.

The writer of history
from his reader — he
with scholarship and fact and demon
clarity. But what value does precision hay
by itsell without love or beauty? The great Vic
tortan Thomas Carlyle wrote a long history of th
Erench Revolution through which he loves and
spects his reader, and in the end when he says his
tarewell vou are sorry to put the book down becaust
in the reading it has become a wise old friend. I
is true that a few of his facts or emphases may
imprecise or out of favor, but it is also probabiy
true an equally long work by many a modern
¥ an would be totally devoid of beautv and u
endurable to all but the professional. '
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Feaching is creation and an art — perhaps the

;1:'-:-.11-\f | most awful. most often profaned of th
r: o -'il'l'.i‘itr-i‘ the ;arlis; N lmatcrial is not canvas
ard pamt or words, but it is his own human kind
that he shapes and determines, not characters

a novel but real lives. It must be that those who
pretend to teach. who dare to teach, \\'nho.t.:! ‘-n.--'
for their students or awe for their own art dn‘n'»'
realize the full responsibility or

consequence ol
Scholars who can make their livin
than b\ l(’dchln‘-‘ in a universits
tor that reason are not really teach

have no wise song to sing except to them:
selves. —The Notre Dame Scholastic
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