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Big Business
In 1924 the usually laconic Cal-
vin Collidge made an extremely
accurate statement about the coun-
was President:
America
ness.” The truth of tnis cannot b
and the
the statement Is as
tant as the superficial meaning ol

thought

try of which he

“The business ol is busi-
denied. changing mean-
Ing ol Hnmpor-

the fact. We have always
of America as a Capitalistic state,
that expre
certain definite implications

capitalism

and with ssipn  comes
la us,
represents  one  man
monopolies, large concerns headed
by one despotic old man who gives
generously te worthy causes and
makes

greal main

tain good will with the rest of the

sacrilices o

nation, This is no longer the case;

now America is a Busmness, ol
Corporation, state,

While Capitalism implies to the
average person a large one man
monopoly, Business and Corpora-
tion imply organizations working
with large stafis of little men who
form an entity when operating to-
gether, “"Togetherness” is the key

word of the Business Society, and
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business that is
America. Loring
Viandel’s Arthur Hennmicut was the
Chairman of

it is this kind ol
the business ol
the Board of a Cor-
and all the other char-
: were involved with the cor-
poration, These are the new Amer-
icans, and they represent the new
America

poration,

welers

The Corporation does very fun-
ny things to men; some of them,
little but willful, rise to the top be-
cause they are capable of working
them fall
because, although strong, they are

with others; some of
unwilling to sacrifice their indivi-
dualism to the Evervthing
is done in groups, and consequent-
ly little individual credit is given.
The praises not individuals
but committees and branches and
“Each man for himself”
is passe; “each man for the
is predominant. The dis-
turbing thing is that no one in the
organization seems to care

group.

boss
cliques
oroup”
Each
member seems willing to be little,

willing to let
welfare

group desires and
override his personal
wishes and preferences. 1
‘individual” does not want fame
or wealth or success, what does he
want? Who is he?

“The Organization Man"
only one thing: it is basic, it is
very important, vet it is the yearn.
ing of LITTLE men - he wants
securilty. He wants the alore-men-
tioned bourgeouis virtues. The old
virtues held sacred by the Protes-
tant Ethic - success, material
wealth, a place in the community-
are no longer meaningful to him.
In more ways than one, he is a
scared little man, Afraid of the
omni-present threat of war and in-
ternational annihilation, he is con-
cerned with only one thing - sur-
vival, What he [ails to understand
is that survival is easily obtained
in the twentieth century, and that
il we are going toc war we are
going to war and since there is
little he can do about it the best
thing he can do is forget it. He is
fooling himsell into thinking that
the Corpoeration will at once main-
fain his individuality
him a refuge,

this

wanis

and offer

The one thing that the Corpora
tion will not do for him is help to
maintain his individuality, He
finds, il he is enough of a soul-
searcher to realize the fact, that
he is actually heart and soul a
parl ol the Corporation. He is a
possessed man, a man who has
forced himself to be enslaved be-
ause of his personal fears and
doubts. His mind is involved with
enly one thing, and it is this that
emphasises his negative contribu-
tion to American culture - the only
thing with which he is concerned
is the business and the money it
brings him. It is the part of lile
with which he is not concerned
which must necessarily bother us,
and this is what we must examine

A [ew Corporations have made
more than token efforts to be of
use in furthering culture in Amer-
ica. Some tiirough advertising,
some through scholarship pro-
grams, some through endowments,
some through intelligent sponsor-
ship of worthwhile television and

radio programs, some through gen.
erous philanthropy - many have
made lasting and valuable contri-
American intellectual
lile, But the Corporation
and nol represent
dividual within itself.
“cultured

Lutions 1o
cannot
the 1In-
He is not a
he does not ap-
preciate paintings by Ben Shahn,
music by Aaron Copeland, architec-
ture by Frank Lloyd Wright, books
by William Faulkner, Shakespeare
by the Old Vie Company. His re-
creation motor boats
{there is an important distinction
to be made between those who
sail on water and those who mo-
tor; those who sail represent the
genteel aristocracy who delight in
idling over the seas, while those
who motor are in a greal hurry
to get nowhere and get the only
sensation from speed, not from
the close and meaningful contact
with nature) and Friday night
fights, Lile Magazine (probably the
worst publication in Americal), Ra-
dio City Music Hall, Bar-B-Q,
chef's aprons with patent expres-
sions like "Oh you kid!" and
“Watch My Worchestershire”
printed on them, Thunderbirds
tthe nouveau riche equivalent ol
the Mercedes), and lolling on the
patio - not the lawn - of that red
brick house in Westchester or
Stamford,

does

man:"

consists ol

The Corporation Man is as deep
as a washbasin. He thinks the way
his peers think, because to do
otherwise would invile sure disas-
ler and ostracization. In David
Riesman's trems, he is excesive-
ly “other-directed.” Whose f{ault
is this? His, or the Corporations?
Neither is wholly at fault, but both
are guilty. The guilt of the Cor-
poration lies in its lack of willing-
ness to allow any man to act or
think as an independent indivi-
dual . if such an animal exists
any more. The fault of the in-
dividual lies in his unwillingess to
take part in sociely as a respon-
sible, thinking man - he is so
wrapped up in his selfish and ele-
mental desires to lead what he
pictures as the “‘good lile” that
he does not bother with the mind,
dnd consequently the soul rots too.

Business is here to stay, and the
businessman right along wilh it.
But it is not fulfilling its role in
the development of man as a be-
ing which creates and thinks. The
human mind is used as a rote,
subsidiary instrument which is use-
ful only within prescribed limits.
When the business world realizes
that man is capable of doing great
things by himself and of being
more constructive when allowed 1o
let his mind do the things it was
supposed 1o do - think, create, and
imagine — business will be fullill-
ing its obligations to mankind, and
will be a great deal more than a
line of tables in an emply room,
a neon sign glowing on a wet
night, a typewriter clicking away
into the night - it will be a com-
pesite of individuals striving as in-
dividuals and as groups to better
both the Corporation and the ways
of man.

Notes In Review

Arthur Lessing

In the last concert of the Chapel Hill Concert
Series. the English pianist Louis Kentner presented
1 recital that contained many flashes of beautiiy]
piano playing, but little in the way of consistent
and thorough interpretation. Whether these flashe
justified an entire evening of listening is ultimate
i,\' up to the individuals that attended the eoncer
for this reviewer they did not.

Mr. Kentner opened his program with two of th
verv difficult interpretative works for the piano, Mo
'a.url"s Fantasia in C Minor, K. 475 and Beethove,
F. Major Sonata, Opus 109. The first work is cu
ously unMozartian with its loose form, ambiguo:
er;ws. and strangely rambling development
ic a work that would tax even the greatest of pi
ists because its interpretation does not present
self clearly from the score. That does not mean th:
a proper performance is impossible, but would su:
sest that in any performance of this work both
the intellectual grasp and imagination of the piani.
have to come to grips with the substance and focu:
of this work to an unusual extent. Mr. Kentner
played the Fantasia with sensitivity and a piano tone
that was masculine and properly dramatic. His feel
ing for the predominantly melancholy themes in
the work was evident in his touch. But the piece
as it came from his performance seemed to sulfe:
from unnecessary fragmentation. Mr. Kentner seem.
ed unable to fully comprehend the subtle bridge
between the themes, and consequently we were leff
hehind in one theme as he embarked upon an other
or faced with making an aimost hewildering jump
from one mood of a theme to another. What would
seem to he lacking here is a sense of unfolding that,
unfortunately, Mr. Kentner was not able to conves
in his performance,

The Beethoven sonata, ton, was given a playing
that was truly heautiful at individual times in tone
and temperament. But those moments were, for this
reviewer, too infrequent ta eonvey fully the impor
of the movements' contents. In this particular piece
of musie, fragments were created by the pianist's
inconsistent tempi (most evident in the wvariation
of speed that was given to each thematie variation
in the last movement) and unreliable phrasing
which, at times, seemed to badly obhscure line and
rhythmie configuration. The second shortcoming
seemed 1o result from the first: within the rather
disorderly and fast tempi of the Vivace and Pre-
stissimo movements that Mr. Kentner accepted, it
would be difficult for any pianist to bring clarity
to music that by its very nature is alreadv difficult
to comprehend. Nevertheless, an overall and stead:
tempe would have at least given the pianist the op-
portunity to develop within these two movements
a grealer sense of drive along fixed lines that, in
this performance, was lacking, making Mr. Kentner's
approach seem almost a bit tired. The last move-
ment was started with what I thought the proper
phrasing and feeling for the phrase. but again, as
soon as the first variation appeared, Mr. Kentner
radically changed mood. tempo, phrasing, and even
articulation, and the continuity of music (so very
necessary within the variation form for Beethoven
in his late works) was lost. The form of this mave.
ment — a theme and variation — demands in one
shape or another a consistency that Mr. Kentner
did not provide to his interpretation, and thus.
sericusly damaged his performance.

Chopin's Two Ballades (G Minor, Opus 23: A Flat
Major, Opus 7) received adequate if not particularly
dazzling performances. I was impressed with Mr.
Kentner's classically subdued approach to the first
part of the first Ballade, but felt he saerificed it
to unnecessary confusion in the second part.

After intermission, the artist played Schumann's
Arabesque, Opus 18 and Toccata Opus 7. These
were followed by works of Liszt and Balakirew,
all of them decadent compositions. An enthusiastic
audience was rewarded bv several encores.

However, when all is said and done, one cannot
help but admire Mr. Kentner's persuasive playing
in the few but immensely pleasing passages where
he did seem {o penetrate into the depths of Mozart
and Beethoven. In those passages he showed him-

self to be an artist; I wish that could be said of
his entire recital.

Next year’s concert series was announced:

The Eglevski-Havden Ballet Group; the Ralph
Hunter Chorale; Clara May Turner, Mezzo-Soprano;
and the Pittshurg Symphony Orchestra under the
baton of William Steinburg, Anton Kuerti will he
the young piano soloist with the orchestra.
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Truth

My objections to a coarse play that you
may [ind funny are based on “common de-
cency,” but your objections to a play 1 find
[unny ave nothing but “prudery.”

» * -

Awifu

T hetr nedion has a “network of spies” but

our nation takes “security measures.”
* ® *

I run my office stvictly because I am a “dis
ctplinarvian,” but you run your office strict-

Iy because you are a “sadist.”
¥ % *

Owur compeliitor's company is slow on de-
livevies becavuse of a “bottleneck,” but our
company s slow on deliveries because of “a

few little snags we're straightening out.”
- & *

My attorney “knows all the ins and outs.”
bt my opponent’s attorney is a "ﬁippf"?\'
character.” ;
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